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Fonds Description 

School of Music fonds. - 1946-2007.  

1. 5 m of textual material. 

6 photographs. 

Administrative History 

In 1946, Harry Adaskin was appointed UBC's first instructor of music and assumed the 

Chair of Music.  The Department remained relatively small for the next decade. In the 

early 1950's two committees, established to consider the future development of the 

music program, recommended that the Department be expanded, and elevated to the 

status of a School within the Faculty of Arts and Science; this recommendation was 

supported by the Community Arts Council, and the public at large.  The Department 

did expand its program, first offering a Bachelor of Music degree in 1959, a Master of 

Music in 1966, and a Doctor of Musical Arts in 1973.  However, it was not established as 

a full-fledged school until 1986.  Today, the School of Music offers specialized 

instruction in music performance, composition, and scholarship.  It also offers 

introductory courses in music history, theory, and appreciation to student outside the 

School, and presents live performances and lectures by students, faculty, and outside 

guests.  Since its founding, the Department/School of Music has been headed by Harry 

Adaskin (1946-58), G. Welton Marquis (1958-72), Donald M. McCorkle (1972-76), Robert 

B. Morris (1976-78), Wallace Berry (1978-85), William E. Benjamin (1985-91), Robert 

Silverman (1991-96), Jesse Read (1996-2007), and Richard Kurth (2007-present).  

Scope and Content 

Fonds consists of correspondence (internal and external), minutes, reports, course 

curricula, student-related records, published materials, and personnel records, dating 

from when the School was still organized as a department, and earlier. It is arranged in 

the following series: Early History (1946-60), School Affairs (1959-85), University 

Departments (1958-84), Scholars, Musicians, and Others (1959-84), Organizations (1959-

84), Universities and Colleges (1969-82), and Publications (1970-2007). 

Notes 

Fonds consists of institutional records – access requests must be reviewed by the 

University's FOIPOP Coordinator. 

File list available. 

Title based on contents of fonds. 



  

Series Descriptions 

Early History series. – 1946-1960. 

6 cm of textual materials. 

Series consists of correspondence, minutes, reports, course curricula, and personnel 

records of candidates for the position of Head of the Department of Music from 1956-58. 

It documents the origins of music instruction at the University, with the minutes of the 

University Committee on Music, the President's Music Committee, and the Senate 

Committee to Consider the Establishment of a School of Music. 

Originally listed separately as the Department of Music fonds. 

Access to personnel records is restricted. 

School Affairs series. – 1959-1985. 

86 cm of textual materials. 

6 photographs. 

Series consists of correspondence, minutes, reports, curricula, and course and grading 

reviews pertaining to University activities, administration, events, and courses, 

particularly within the School of Music. Series includes six photographs from the Bartok 

Centenary event. 

Series is arranged in alphabetical order. 

Selected photographs have been digitized and included in UBC Archives’ Historical 

Photograph Database (UBC 83.1). 

Access to student-related records is restricted. 

University Departments series. – 1958-1984. 

16 cm of textual materials. 

Series consists of correspondence and memoranda pertaining to various University 

faculties, divisions, deans, and programs with which the School of Music has a 

relationship. 

Series is arranged in alphabetical order. 

Scholars, Musicians, and Others series. – 1959-1984. 

8 cm of textual materials. 

http://digitalcollections.library.ubc.ca/cdm/landingpage/collection/arphotos
http://digitalcollections.library.ubc.ca/cdm/landingpage/collection/arphotos
http://digitalcollections.library.ubc.ca/cdm/search/collection/arphotos/searchterm/School%20of%20Music%20%20fonds/mode/exact


  

Series consists of correspondence arising out of the School of Music's involvement with 

various individual scholars, musicians, and others. 

Series is arranged in alphabetical order by the last name of the individual. 

Organizations series. – 1959-1984. 

24 cm of textual materials. 

Series consists of correspondence relating to the School of Music's involvement with 

various local, provincial, and national arts organizations. 

Series is arranged in alphabetical order. 

Universities and Colleges series. – 1969-1982. 

5 cm of textual materials. 

Series consists of correspondence arising out of the School of Music's interaction with 

other Universities and Colleges. 

Series is arranged in alphabetical order. 

Publications series. – 1970-2007. 

5 cm of textual materials. 

Series consists of publications relating to the Department/School of Music, and includes 

students/school/alumni newsletters, event programmes, and promotional brochures. 

Series is arranged in chronological order. 

 



  

File List 

BOX 1 

 

SCHOOL AFFAIRS 

 

1-1 Absence - Faculty Guidelines, 1977-80 

1-2 Accreditation, 1967-77 

1-3 Acoustical Work (building reno) 1980 

1-4 Adaskin Scholarship Solicitation, 1980-81 

1-5 Admissions Policy Review, 1979-82 

1-6 Admissions, Undergraduate, 1974-79 

1-7 Advising, 1978-81 

1-8 Agape Club, 1982 

1-9 Alumni Concert Series, 1975-78 

1-10 Applied Music Sections, 1971-78 

1-11 Artist Residency, 1979 

1-12 Auditions for Orchestra and Wind Ensemble 

1-13 B.A. Review, 1982-83 

1-14 Baccalaureate, UBC 1977-78 

1-15 Bartok Centenary Event, March 1981 

[6 photos (83.1/1-6) removed and filed with UBC Historical Photographs] 

1-16 Bouguets and Complaints, 1968-83 

[restricted - contains student-related records] 

1-17 Brook, Barry S. - visit, Jan. 1981 

1-18 Budget Cutting Experiences, 1981-84 

1-19 Building Passes - After Hours, 1983-84 

1-20 Calendar UBC updates, 1974-78 

1-21 Centre for study in 19th century music, 1980-83 

1-22 Choral Programme Review, 1979-80 

1-23 Clerical Services, 1978-81 

1-24 Composer Visits, 1980-81 

1-25 Computer Uses, 1982 

1-26 Control Booth, 1978-81 

1-27 Convocation Hall (new), 1981-83 

1-28 Copyright Information, 1979 

1-29 Correspondence courses, 1976 

1-30 Counselling, 1973-76 

1-31 Curricula and Courses, 1965-75 

1-32 Curricula, Ethnomusicology, 1970-74 



  

1-33 Curriculum changes, 1984-85 

1-34 Curriculum Changes completed, 1979-82 

1-35 Curriculum Changes pending, 1981-84 

1-36 Curriculum Review, 1967 

1-37 Curriculum Review and Submissions, 1981-82 

1-38 Decision Making, 1978 

1-39 Departmental Development, 1958-78 

1-40 Departmental Organization, 1973-78 

1-41 Distribution of Marks, 1971-83 

1-42 Education Courses Review, 1981-83 

1-43 Electronic Services, 1979-84 

1-44 Enrolment Projections, 1966-76 

1-45 Ensemble Grading Review, 1982-83 

1-46 Equipment Loans, 1982-84 

1-47 Ethnomusicology Visits, 1978-80 

1-48 Examination and Grading Procedures, 1971-80 

1-49 Examination Schedules, 1984 

1-50 Examinations, Piano, 1961-78 

[restricted - contains student-related records] 

1-51 Faculty Recruitment, 1973-79 

1-52 Fees 

1-53 Finney Visit, March 1979 

1-54 Foreign Artists Residency Proposals, 1978 

 

BOX 2 

 

2-1 Forrester Visit, 1979-83 

2-2 Gifts and Donations, 1977-84 

2-3 Gifts and Donations, 1959-77 

2-4 Grading System, 1975-83 

2-5 Graduate Colloquium, 1977 

2-6 Graduate Students Status, 1959-74 

[restricted - contains student-related records] 

2-7 Guinn-Berry Events, 1979-80 

2-8 Instruments, 1972-78 

2-9 International Relations Hut(now Music Hut), 1976-78 

2-10 Jazz Programme, 1981-83 

2-11 Juries, 1976-78 

2-12 Koldofsky 422 Course, 1980-81 

2-13 Mandatory Reviews, 1978-84 



  

2-14 Masterclasses General, 1978-81 

2-15 Master Teacher Award, 1977 

2-16 May Concerts, 1985 

2-17 Mechanical Engineering (now Music Modules), 1977 

2-18 Moravec / Sak Residences, 1979-81 

2-19 Music and Music Education Development, 1958-80 

2-20 Music Electives, 1981 

2-21 Music Tours, 1978-81 

2-22 Music Undergraduate Society, 1973-79 

2-23 Musicology Series, 1978-79 

2-24 Orchestra Music Library, 1981-82 

2-25 Orchestra Review, 1977-81 

2-26 Performance Standards Study, 1979-81 

2-27 Pro Arte Visits, 1978-80 

2-28 Recording Grant, opus one, 1978-79 

2-29 Recording Policy Review, 1982 

2-30 Reports, 1959-77 

2-31 Scholarships, Awards and Financial Aid, 1972-82 

2-32 School of Music Issue, 1980-83 

2-33 Sessional Examination Results, 1971-83 

2-34 Sessional Lecturers, 1973-78 

2-35 Silverman Career Series, 1980-81 

2-36 Small Ensemble Requirement Review, 1978-83 

2-37 Space Inventory, 1982 

2-38 Special Activities, 1982-83 

2-39 Special Activities, 1981-82 

2-40 Special Activities, 1980-81 

2-41 Special Activities, 1979-80 

2-42 Student Events, 1975-77 

2-43 Student Newsletters 

2-44 Summer Series Programme 

2-45 Teaching Loads, Reports of, 1981 

2-46 Theatre / Music Co-production, 1979-80 

2-47 Theory Visitors, 1980-82 

2-48 Transfer Accreditation, 1973-79 

2-49 Transfer Accreditation, 1980-84 

2-50 Wind Programme, Summer, 1979-82 

2-51 Miscellaneous, 1973-78 

 

(continued) 



  

UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENTS 

 

BOX 3 

 

3-1 [Arts] Dean Stager, 1980-84 

3-2 [Arts] Dean Will, 1978-83 

3-3 Arts, Office of, 1958-83 

3-4 Creative Arts, Faculty of (proposed), 1965-66 

3-5 Education, Faculty of, 1959-84 

3-6 Graduate Studies, Faculty of, 1965-83 

3-7 Guitar Program, 1983 

3-8 Keyboard Instrument Division, 1973-83 

3-9 Music Education, 1960-84 

3-10 Music Library, 1978-82 

3-11 Musicology Division, 1971-78 

3-12 Mussoc, 1959-83 

3-13 Orchestral Instruments Division, 1972-83 

3-14 Summer Sounds, 1971-77 

3-15 Theory and Composition Division, 1973-79 

3-16 Voice Division, 1973-83 

 

 

SCHOLARS, MUSICIANS & OTHERS 

 

3-17 Akiyama, Kazuyoshi, 1981 

3-18 Astrand, Hans 

3-19 Bampton, Derek, 1981 

3-20 Berman, Boris, 1980 

3-21 Blundell, Alfred, 1967-69 

3-22 Bozarth, George, 1982 

3-23 Calderbank, Bliss Johnston, 1980 

3-24 Collins Exchanges, 1978 

3-25 Eames, Edward, 1972 

3-26 Halpern Matters, 1948-84  

3-27 Hepner, Karen J., 1980 

3-28 Ingram, R.W., 1980 

3-29 Johnstone, D. Diak 

3-30 Jones, Paul, 1980 

3-31 Keane, David, 1982 

3-32 Kuerti, Anton, 1972 



  

3-33 Ladler, Leon J., 1968-69 

3-34 Laeser, Brian, 1971 

3-35 Leckey, Mrs. John, 1972-76 

3-36 Linnick, Anthony, 1979 

3-37 Mattos, Edward, 1978-79 

3-38 Miller, Thomas W., 1982 

3-39 Nelson, Fred, 1979 

3-40 Nemetz, N.T., 1969-72 

3-41 Nicholas, Louis, 1980 

3-42 Platt, Rosemary, 1980-82 

3-43 Pentland, Barbara, 1979 

3-44 Schabas, Ezra, 1979 

3-45 Smith, Bob, 1979 

3-46 Tupman, Dennis, 1971-82 

3-47 UBC Music Supporters, 1959-73 

3-48 Weber, Horst, 1982 

3-49 Weinzweig, John, 1978-82 

3-50 Wilson, Hilda, 1982 

 

 

ORGANIZATIONS 

 

3-51 British Columbia Music Educators Association, 1980-83 

3-52 British Columbia Post Secondary Music Forum, 1975-83 

3-53 British Columbia Registered Music Teacher's Association, 1968-73 

3-54 Brock House Society, 1979-80 

3-55 Canada Council, 1969-82 

3-56 Canada Council, Blume Report, 1975-78 

3-57 Canada Council, Community Musicians Program, 1977 

3-58 Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (CBC), 1972-83 

3-59 Canadian Music Centre, 1972-83 

3-60 Canadian Music Council, 1973-79 

3-61 Canadian Music Therapy Association, 1961-74 

3-62 Casavant-Freres Organ, 1972-82 

3-63 Channel 10, 1983-84 

3-64 CITR, 1980 

3-65 College Music Society (CMS), 1964-80 

3-66 Community Arts Council of Vancouver, 1959-83 

3-67 Co-op Radio, 1979-80 

3-68 Festivals, Music, 1966-81 



  

3-69 Friends of Chamber Music, 1972-84 

3-70 Gallery singers, 1979 

3-71 Koerner, Leon and Thea, 1965-78   

3-72 Musicians Union, Local 145, 1972-76 

 

BOX 4 

 

4-1 Purcell String Quartet, 1980-84 

4-2 Soroptimist Club of Vancouver, 1972-73 

4-3 Tom Lee Music Co. Ltd., 1980 

4-4 Vancouver Academy of Music, 1970-83 

4-5 Vancouver Bach Choir, 1959-83 

4-6 Vancouver Chamber Choir, 1978-81 

4-7 Vancouver New Music Society, 1976-83 

4-8 Vancouver Opera Association, 1959-83 

4-9 Vancouver Recital Society, 1980-83 

4-10 Vancouver Society for Early Music, 1978-84 

4-11 Vancouver Symphony Orchestra, Artistic Development 

4-12 Vancouver Youth Symphony Orchestra, 1970-82 

4-13 Violin Makers Association of B.C., 1979-81 

 

 

UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES 

 

4-14 Capilano College, 1975-78 

4-15 Douglas College, 1970-82 

4-16 Malaspina College, 1970-74 

4-17 New Caledonia College, 1970-71 

4-18 Okanagan College, 1973-79 

4-19 Simon Fraser, 1978-80 

4-20 Trinity Junior College, 1969-71 

4-21 Vancouver Community College, 1973-81 

4-22 Victoria University of, 1971-82 

 

 

BOX 5 

 

EARLY HISTORY 

 

5-1 University Committee on Music, 1946-49 



  

5-2 President's Music Committee, 1954-60 

5-3 R44 - Music, Dept. of - Senate Committee on Establishing / President's 

Committee on Establishing, 1956-58 

5-4 Personnel Files, 1956-58   [restricted] 

5-5 Music Curriculum - Misc., 1958-59 

 

 

BOX 6 

 

SCHOOL AFFAIRS (cont.) 

 

6-1 McCorkle, Donald M.   1976-77 

6-2 Music Department / Library   1972-74 

 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

 

6-3 Student publications   1970, 1972 

6-4 UBC Music brochures   [1980s] 

 

BOX 7 

 

7-1 Alumni Division newsletter   1993, 1996, 1997 

7-2 BMus’ed – newsletter of the Music Undergraduate Society   1997-2000 

7-3 Music News / UBC High Notes – newsletter of the School of Music   1997, 

1999-2010 

7-4 Memorials – Elliot Weisgarber, Cortland Hultberg   2002 

7-5 VISI – Vancouver International Song Institute   2007 

 

 


