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Province of British C,fumbia 

0:FIC:CF~~n:R 

fOR IHMEDrATE RELEASE 

REHEHBRANCE DAY, 19e7 

GOVERNKE~T TO OECENTRAtrze B.C. UN!VE~S!T!ES 

The Pr~~ier has decid~d to decentralize (=piivatize) : its 
th:ee major universities (University of British Columbia, Simon 
Fraser University, and the University of Vic~oria). A five-year 
plan is under preparation and viil ~be unveiled in the near 

·future. The government vill establish an -open-door policy of 
coniultation vith any group or individual vho vishes to assist 
in the rapid, e!!icient imple=entatio~. of the plan. 

. . . 
The Pre=ier made his pronounce~ent today, following his 

recent trip to the. Orien·e. After consultation vith the leading 
rulers and traders. in C!lina, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Korea, and Japan, 
Pre~ier van der-Zalm has issued_~he fo;1oving state=ent:· 

•It has become obvious to me and others that our universities 
are not being vell-ad~inistered and that the needs of our province 
are not being met. We are spending large amounts of money for no 
gain. Too many students ·are coming to unive:-sity poorly prepare<!, 
vith false expectations and vcong attitudes. The pro,essors spend 
far too'much time on old-fashioned ideas, false tneories, and · 
poliit 'ic:al issues. This has naeura.!ly led to muc:i whining, complain-
ing, ind general dissent on our campuses. This must be stopped 
be!~re it leads to even g~eater prob~e~s. My solution is to ni~ 
the pcoble~ in the bud.• 

•t k~ov that the public will back my decision, vhic~ . has 
been a diffic~lt one for me. This decision vas net made in haste. 
In fac:, the idea came to me while Lillian and I ve:e fliing 
bac~ .to ~eauti!ul B.C. after our.stopover at · Kauai, Havaii's 
!antasy garden island. The decent:ali:ation of our universities 
vill pc~sant unprecedented opportunities for all British 
Cotumbians to pac~icipate in the gro~th anc devetop~ene of a.c.• 

. . 

• fo,~aeion of a nev government Corporation called Fantasies 
United, vhic~ vill soon be offering ies shares(@ $25 each) 
to the public. 

• purchase of existing univecsity-campuses by the Fantasies 
United Corporation for the legally required $1.00. 

• project developer vill be octobillionaice Li Ki-Shing o! 
the Bank of B. ~. ( Hong Kong) • ( ~o-,r-

• ar:ialgamat.ion and transfer o( existing campuses to a@ncrl!D •j\f°"--on-•, 
loca~ion in the north-eastern corner of the provinc~, near @ 
the Yukon border. 

• extension of the Coquihalla Highvay to a nev Phase IV- to . 
servic~ the nev c3mpus. Coneractoc: KecxofC Enterpcises, tnc-~ 
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. . . 

• a reneved emphasis on mace pcactical subjects, such as 
Horticulture (bulb-gro~ing, etc.) 

• the nev campus-nas been tentatively titled 'Fantasies 
United Corporati~n (University of). 

• the nev Adminiscrators vill be Albectans traine~ in 
the United States (Hoctic~lture, etc.). 

• UBC campus - to be converted to an exac~ replica of 
Amste:dam in the mid-l940's, complete vith di~es, canals, 
and castles; Spring Tulip Festival. 

•SFU camous - to be converted to a vorld-class s~i resort 
complete vi~h tram, 5-star hotel, and casino. 

\ 
• UVic campus - to be converted to a major house of fashion, 

selling pure silk headbands, !lovers, handkerchiefs, etc. 
for the graving tourist indust:y. 

• development of vo~~ camps in re~ote areas of the province 
for the re-edu~ation of vrong-thin~ing students. 

• assumption o! the Rubber Stamp Depart:ent of thi recently 
decent:alized Gove:nment Prine;ng Servic~ by the B.C. 
Legislaeure. •~: 

• 

••••• MEET!SG THE Ne!DS ~NO conc~~NS OF UNIVERSITY PERSONNEL ~•• 9 •• 

The government is a~are that so~e university pe~sonnel vill 
ex?e~iencg di!!ic~lties in adjusting to the nev realities. In 
orde~ to reach its five-year goal vith minimu: icpac~ on those 
conce~ned, the gove:n~ent has instituted a se:ie.s ot unique 
options anc oppoctunies to help university pe~sonnel ma~e the 
requir~d adjust=ents vith s~oo~hness and ease: 

• early re:i:ement sc~e~e for thcsa vho qualify (details to 
folloY). 

. . . . 
• obligatory relocation to :UC~, to vor~ at the nev cam9us. 

• oppoc:~nities to purchase up to 10 000 F.O.C. shares. 

• oppoc:unities to join their students in the bush. 
. 

• ~ne-time only payment for moving expenses to the 
provincial boundaries. 

Future announc~~ents on this topic vill be issued from the 
forthcoming $1000/plate fund-raising dinner, to be held at 
the site of the neY Tiger Balm Fantasy Gardens (for~e~ 
Expo 86 site) ~n Vancouver. 

.. . . : . . - - .. \. . 

And final~y, ~ome last words from the Premier: •my plan of . 
d~centra11z~tton, privatization, and deinstitutionalization 
vill be copied a11 over the vorld, as a nev kind o~ 
democcacy -£!.. the pcivate sectoc, for the private sector, bv 
the private sectoc. It's just. like-;y" friend Michael Walke-c 
recently totd Ronat~ Reagan: You ain't seen nothin• yet, folks. 
The~e•s a lot more ta CQme! Fantastic!• • 
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