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Mr. President and Members of the Tribunal:

“Yo o»*icet of thils phase of tre case is the
Jupanese aggression against the Netherlands. Thre evidence
to be presented will relate more especially to Coug}s 13_4,
5, 14 2nd 32 of tre Indictment, end will substantiate charges
cet forty in the remaining Counts, It will elaborate on and

prove the allegations made in Section 10 of Appendix A of thre

Indictment,
It will be stown tow Japan, whren at tre end of tre
e
1930s & speedy conclusion of tre war in Crinz seemed improb-

g\h_’_& -~
able, gradually turned ber thougkts to an expansion southwa rd
e ————

and to tke acqulsltlon of ttre sout%ern territoriesy rick in

m1n0r°1 resources and agricultural products, bow this idea

gradually took shape in tke minds of tbe Japcnese War Lesders

and bow witlr tlre outbreok of the Second World War tris idea

took conczote form. We will stow how after Germeny's victories
——————— —— —— e ee———

in Western Europe these plans were put into executlon,

— —

through ncootletlons with Germany, thrrough a Jepenesc edvance

e -y

1nto Indochina and through tre exertion of pressure and

s, S o

threats on tre so-called "orphaned" Netherlands Indies. We

—

shall furtrer srow that at tre seme time a military expension

southward was planned in case the attempt at pezceful domina-

tion stould fail; that wren tre Netrerlands Fest Indies would

not yield to Jepanese pressure, aggression and military

conquest were decided upon, and that the Japenese southward
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advance into the Netherlands Indies and surrounding territory
was one of the main motives for tre Japenese aggression in
tre Pecific in December 1941, Lastly, it will be srown Yow

after a rutrless war of aggression, and after the military

occupgtlon of almost the entire Netherlands Indies, previously

prepared plans to bring trese territories under thre regemony
of Japan 2nd to accomplish treir virtual annexation, were
put into execution, and how this policy to assure for Japan
tre future domination of the whole Soutbern Pacific, and

to construct a new Japanese Empire, was pursued until the

final Japanese surrender in August 1945.

Tre evidence to be presented in order trat it may
be fully cemprebended and understood in its proper perspective,

must be vieﬁed in tre light of the centuries of amicable
e vt——————————————————

relatlons tkat had existed between Jcpan and tre Netkerlends.

e ————— 4_,...——eA.a<

Some of the evidence relating to these facts has
already_been introduced in earlier phases of tre case. As

the Jepanese 9ggression agalnst tPe Netferlands formed an

o et ——

inzegral part of tre overall Japanese aggression, of which

other phases have alrcady been presented to the Court, this

is of course inevitable,, Trc negotistions witr Germany
e e seaions 120

and tre results obtained trerefrom, the military and economie

\preparqtioné for tre advance southward, thre securing_9£_§§§§§:;*—*

NIt =% s

in French Indochina and tre construction of military bases in
\“M‘—“—-—«—m.‘ O

th? M\ndated Islands, as a prclude to further aggression, and

thg general decisions leading up to thre flnal aggression in
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December 1941, rave already been dealt with by others. Only
when necessary for full comprebension will tre evidence
relating to trese subjects be brought to the attention of

the Qourt to place tre further facts which we intend to prove
in their proper light and to present to tre Tribunel a
complete‘piCture of the Jepenese aggression against the
Netf%xlandsa More specifically tre evidence to be presented
will disclose the following facts?

1, Treaties and assurances binding Japan to respect the
integrity of Netrerlands territory:

By the Treaty concluded on 13 December 1921, the

p———

United States, Great Britain, France and Japan undertook to

respect each otrer'sArights in respect of treir insular

possessions and dominions in the Pacific Ocean and to settle

all differences arising emong tremselves on thris subject by

peaceful means only. Thre Netherlands was not among tre

—

)

———ee e

siggqtprigs to tris Treaty, but on 4 February 1922 a-solenn
declaration wes issuea“b;neach of tre contracting governments
that tre rights of tre Netrerlands in relation to its insular
possessions in tre Pacific Ocean would be respected. Thre
communications thus addressed to tre Netherlands Government

by the four govermments concerned were word for word identical,
and eacr of trem was trerefore bound in the same way to
respect the territorial integrity of the Netrerlands Indies,

No indication was ever given trat Japan no longer

deemed herself bound by thris Pact. On tre contrary, in the
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final years preceding tre Jepancse aggression toward the
south, tre¢ Jepenese Governmont; while planning and preparing
tris aggression, repeatedly declared that Japen's intentions
were wholly peaceful and on various occasions reciterated its
assurances not to attack the Netherlands Indies.

On 4pril 15, 1940 and agein on May 11, 1940, one
day after tre Netrerlands beceme involveé inA££e>WEf‘witr
German¥3 tre Jopanese Foreign Minisper ARITA stated publicly
tk;;.tbe Japancse Governmentlwas deeply concerned about any
developnent that migrt affect tre status quo of tre Netherlands
Indies, and that his govermment was desirous trat this status
guo be maintpined. Official notice of tris statement was
given to thre United States, British and Frenct Governments,
tre other perties to tre Four Power Pact, wrich caused them
in their turn to make similar declarations and to reaffirm
their resolve to continue to respect tre integrity of Netrer-
lands territory in the Pecific Ocean,

On May 16, 1940 tre Jepanese Ambassador in
Washingtony in 2 conversation witrh tre American Secretary
of State, repeated that his govermment was entirely satisfied
with tre situation, following the declaration to respect the
status quo of tre Netrerlands Indies by each of the four
govermments interested, and that trere was no purpose in

raising any furtrer controversy in this connection.

Almost a year later, on March 24, 1941, Foreign
Minister MATSUOKA, tren on his way to Germeny to confer
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with the German leaders and to discuss wit* them Japan's
participation in thc wear, stated emphatically to the American
imbassador in Moscow, that under no circumstences would Japan
attack any of tre Amcrican;ABritisb or Dutelr possessions

and insistecd that Japan had no territorial ambitions wratso-
ever,

2. Development of Jepanese Policy regarding southward
cxpansion:

Wrile it wes trus tre professed policy of Japan to
maintain peaceful relations with the Netherlands, a new
actual policy was being conceived, which was directly opposed
to her official assurences.

In November 1938 thre First Konoye Cabinet, wrich
was tren in power, and of whrich at that time thérézcused,
ARAEE‘ ITAGAKI and KIDO were members, issued the official
‘decleféiion trat tre ultimete aim of Imperial Japan was the
establiskment of a New Order trroughout East Asia., Llthough
it was not stated wricl countries were supposed to be included
within tris Sphere of the New Order and the soutrern regions
were not tren mentioned by name, Japenese propagandistsl §EEP~~‘
as tre accused FASHIMOTO, had for some time in-books and
speeches advocated Jepancse expansion to tre south.

With tre outbrezk of tre war in Europe, however,
Japan, foiled in her attempts to bring tre war in Crina to

2 successful conclusion and judging the moment opportune,

grasped at tre possibility for souttward expansion.
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In 2 conversation witr tre German Foreign Minister
in Septerber 1939, Ambassadorlggfzyg gave as ris opinion
that Japan, espcecially tre Japanese Navy, was recady for an
advance in Southeast Lsia and Count TERAUC?f3 who was then
visiting Germeny, stated that he considered an advance toﬁ
the sout» preferable to a continuation of the war in China,
It was not until 4pril 1940; kowever; when Foreign Minister
ARITA, in bis statement t;at Japan desired the maintenance
of tre status quo in the Netherlands Indies, declared thrat
Jepan was closely bound to the Netrerlands Indies t%rougb
a relationship of mutuality and inter-dependence, that thre
Netrerlands Indies were first officially included, altrough
by implication only, witrin the Japanese Sphere for a New
‘Order.

Immediately after tre occupation of the Netherlands
by Germany in Mey 1940, the Jepanese Government sought for
a declaration by Germanywon ber attitude toward tre Nethrer-

lends Indies. After the German Ambassador, on orders from

bis government, had declared trat Germany was not interested
in tkis question, hc was able to report trat this declaration
of Germen lack of interest wes considered a 'carte blanche!
for Japsn. Nevertreless on 24 June 1940 tYe Minister of
Overseas LAffairs, tre accused KOISO,) inquired again what
Germeny's attitude would be ;; ﬁilitary activity by Japan

in Frenct Indochina and tre Netrerlands Indies. Germany's

position came once more under discussion a2t the joint

-
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 conference between Army, Navy and Foreign Office representa-

tives on 12 and 16 July, 1940 on thre strengthening of
Japanese-Germen relations. It was resolved thrat Germeny
would have to recognize that tre Soutbseas formed part of
the area in wrich Joapan would establish ber New Order and
over wrich Japan would exercise political lesdership to thre
exclusion of all others,

Whrile trese negotiations with Germany were going
on, the Japanese Government was approached by the £Lmericen
Ambassador witr 2 proposel for a2 Treaty to guarantee once
more tre status quo in tre Pacific, Tre proposal was rejected
as it was considered trat Japen wanted to keep rer hands
free in regard to t»e souttern regions, especielly the
Netherlands Indies, .

On 22 July 1940 the Second Konoye Cabih@% came
into office, of which the sccused FOSHiES:NEQJQ, and at a
later stage also the accused HIRANUMA_and $UZUKI;were members.
A Cabinet decision on 26 July 1940, which a few days later
was published as an official Japanese Govermment declaration,
affirmed tret the first and fundamental aim of Japan's
national policy would be tre construction of a New Order in
Greater East Asia, with Japan; Crine and Manchukuo as thre
center,

Trat at this time Japan definitely ineluded the

wrole of tre soutrern regions in her Sphrere of a New Order

is clear from the official declaration made by Foreign
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‘ Minister h“TSUOKA to the Pr¢vy Counc1l on the occasion of

— ———

tho conclusion of the Trl-partite Pact in Scptember 1940,
Greater East 4sia, includlnv tre southern regions, would

be the area of future Japenese domination. Jazpan's economy
wes to be planned with a view to this ultimate objective

and, as will presently be sbown; trese plans were immediately
reflected in Japen's economic demands on the Netherlands
Indies,

Altrougr at tris time definite plans for o military
conquest of the southern regions seem as yet to bave been
vague, such & military conquest was certainly already
envlisaged. I mentioned earlier the accused KOISO's inquiry
as to Germany's attitude to military activity by Japan
towards the southr. Two montrs later, in August 1940, the
Cbief of tre Naval General Staff gave as tis opinion trat
an'immediate military operation in tre south was impossiblé
end, as it would tzke at least eight months to get ready.
the longer tre war was postponed tre better. A comprerensive
plan deted September 1940 and found in the files of the
Japanese Government deals witl the esteblishment of tre
Greater Enst Asia Co-prosperity Sprerc, either thrrough

peaceful means by meking Japan tre mediator in the present

. World Wer, or through military conquest. Tris latter part

|
|

of tre plan goes into some detail as to bow to actrieve s

military conquest of the Netrerlands Indies, witrout too

e ——————————————

greﬁt d emage. being caused—to—its—natural resources and
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incustrial equiprent, and how to neke the Netherlands Indies

a puppet state in Japan's Snhere throuzh the stirring up of

an independence ncverent and the establishrent of 2 new

RN S e ——— B
constituticn., A sinilar poliey wes to be f£ollowed in 211

other southern regions frcon Burna to the Philippines.

v,
N
el -

Fﬁrthgfﬁfre, in Oct ber 1940 the accusei:QSHIﬂl,fc:nmenting
on the Tri-nartite Pact, evaluated it cos the final cles
reccgnition of Jawan's‘:issiﬁn in the Scuth and urged that
Japan should be prepared to cvercore by any reans the
obstacles which would be placed in her wayi

In Jgggggyﬂlaél‘in a speech befcre the Diet,

Foreign IHdnister IIATSUOKA £-r the first tie asserted

—
i

publiely thet the Nethorlonds Indies forred = pare of

Japants Greatgf'Basﬁ ;éia Cc;prssﬁerity Sphere and sent out
‘instructicns that in n- case should official statenents
deny that the Netherlands Indies forned part of Japan's
Co-prosperity Sphere. Fron this tine -nward, although, as

I will relate presently, the eff-rts to riake the Netherlands
Incies yield to Jancnese derands for neaceful nenetration
continued until the niddle of 1941, the concent of nilitary

expansion gradually took nore definite forn,

In February 1941 Fereign Minister\HATSUOKA ﬂ
stated that he would like to nake n~eace with China so =

as to concentrate Japan's whole energy on the
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naln question now facing Japan, the s~lutiocn of the s~uthern
prcoblenis. The sane rnonth the Gernan Foreign linister discussed
the reconstruction of furcpe and Fast dsia after the war

with the accusedeSHIMn;\and the .sane subJect cane up for
discussion on the oceasion sf‘}tTSUOK;ﬁs visit to Berlin -

the Japanese Governrent ahpzren£i§‘being anxious tc nake

Japan the intermediary in 21l of Gernony's future relaticns
with ccuntries within the Co-prosperity Sphere. 4 further
point arising during MATSUOKA's discussion in Gernany was

how to ﬂcqulre the oil flelgs in the Netherlands Indies

intact, which problen would heve t be c“n51”erb‘ in planning

the nilitary operatlén.

.

— &%t the Liaiscn Conference between the Governrent

and Inperial Headquarters cn 25 June 1941 it was decided

that, the Netherlands Indies having refused to yield to the

Japanese derx n\s, J““"n weuld have to occuny the scuthern

e

part of French Ingnchlna to establish =2ir jand naval bases

for o further advance to the scuth.

———————

Theﬁﬁ::;G:ETC7n¢erenco on 2 July 1941 decided

S — -

that Japan ww.llf1 under all circunstances adhefe fo the
principle Qf/establishing a Greater East isia Co-prosnerity
Snhere, hasten her southward advance, and renove all ohstacles
fgr the achieverent of that purpcse.

In the second half of July the occupation of the
whcle of French Indochina was effected with the ain to
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launck from there a repid attaeck southwerd as soon as the

situation would be opportune.

3« Direct relations and negotiations between the Netherlands
and Japan in 1940 2nd 1941:

Until the beginning of tre year 1940 tre relations
between Japan and tre Netrerlands, at least on tké surface,
were fricndly. Japan's share in thc economic relations of
tre Netherlands Indies witr other countries was comparatively
sriall and trese relations were governed by tre usual "Most
ég;;red Nation Clause", which prevents any discrimination.
Moreover, by a Trcaty of Judicial Settlement, Arbitration
and Coneiliation, concluded between Japan and tre Netherlands
in 1933, both countries were bound not to seck settlement
of disputes of any character which might arise between them
by otbher than pscific means, This Treaty whrict ceme into
effect for five years whren ratificztions were exchanged
in August 1935, would automatically rave been valid for
a furtrer five years after 1940, had it not been dencunced
by Jepan in January of that year.

On 2 February 1940 the Jcpgnese Minlster in thre
Hague presentca a memorandum roquestlng thre openlng of

discussions for the 1lifting of existing irport, export and

—

T i e s

_immigration restrictions in tre Netherlends Indies and the

considcration of further measures to enable Japan to have
a greater part in thre development of that aquipelago.

This request had not yet been answercd, wren in May 1940,

—————
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a few days aftcr the occupation of thre Netherlands by
Germany, enother memorandun wes presented to the Netherlands
Government insisting on a speedy reply and further
requesting a guarantce that the Netrerlands Indies would

in the futurc continue to supply Jepen with specified amounts
of certein wer materials. & non-committal answer whrich, 7
however, did not exclude furthrer negotiations was hrended
to the Japsnese Govermment in June and soon trereafter
Japen mede clear its intention to send an Economie Mission
to the Net?crlﬁnds Indlcs for direct negotiations., 6K Thris

Mlssion, consistlng of some thirty delegetes headed by
tbe Mlnlst:;“of Commerce in tte Second Konoye Cabinet,
which was then in office, arrived in September 1940, a
few days before tre conclusiorn of tre Tri-partite Pact,
One of the main objectives of tre Mission, whrich
included representsetives both of the Army and tre Navy,
was to ensure 2 contimuous flow of raw materials from the
Netherlands Indies, both to strengttren Japanese war produc-
tion and to provide Japen's pertners under the Tri-partite
Poct with materials essential for the prosecution of the
war. Indeed, promises were made by Japan to Germeny that
rubber, tin and other materials would be obtained for ber
from tre soutrern regions,
However, a more ambitious program had been drawn

up, aiming at the domination of tre wrole of the Netrerlends

Indies through thre letter's coupliance witl far reeching
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-

Jepanese demands., To quote an example, one of tre most

pressing Jepanese necds wes the acquirement of oil. Never-

S ———

treless, instructions were given that in tre oil ﬁégotiations
with the Netherlands cuthorities enmpbasis should be leid
on tre acquisition of oil concessioné;-ratker than on the
obtaining of the finisred product. Close co;tact would hé;é
to be maintained with the military authoriﬁies in the
selection of areas for these concessions; ag. these were
intended to serve-as bases for a military footrold in the
Netherlands Indies.

A Cabinet decision of 25 October 1940 ocutlined
an initial program for Japen's QQ;QEEEEQEESE—IZﬂire economic
development of the Netrerlands Indies, the subjcct on which
the Economic Delegation was then negotiating in Batavia.
It was decided trat recognizing Japen's dominant position
in trc Netherlonds Indies by virtue of the Tri-partite Pect,
the first measures to be teken would be to liguidate the
Netherlands Indies ecconomic relations with the Europezn
and American continentsj to remove the various existing
restrictions on ﬁke econonic activities of Japan so as to
enable ber to secure prefercntial treatment for herselfy
to arrange for tre joint development by Jopen and the
Nethrerlands of the Netherlonds Indies; tc place under
Japancse control the production and export of essential

war materials; to place the exchange-control of the Nethrer-

lands Indies under.Jepenese guidance; to liquidate foreign
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financisl holdings in tre Netherlends Indles and to place

—————

i A T - — e e —

tre formuletion end execution of all economic policics
under the control of a joint Japanese-Netherlands Economic -
Comnission, In general terms; it was added that all
economic neasures would be forrmulated from the broader
viewpoint of cstablisting tre Co-prosperity Sprerc of
Greater East isia,

Meanwhile in Batavia, after initisl negotiations
concerning the more dircet and pressing need to obtain
for Jrpan tre necessary exports of oil rad taken place and
the attempt to leese certain territories as o0il concessions

for Japan had failed, the above more general progran was

presented in the form of a_}ggg list of dem9nds in Jénuery
1941, Foreign Minister M&??UOKA'S speceh including the
Netrerlands Indies in tre Co-proéperity Sphere temporarily
brought niegotiations to & helt and ceused the head of the
Jepenese Mission tc warn MATSUOKA that, unless the utterances
of the Japanese Govermnent and the Japanese press becane
more moderate, the attempt to make the Netherlands Indies

a part of tre Co-prosperity Sphere through peaceful negotia-
tions wes bound to fail, in which casc a resort to arnmed
force would be inevitable.

LAlthough the negotiations continued for several

more montrs, it was clear thet the Japanese demands could

not be satisfled, as the Netrerlands were unwilling to

accord Japen any special privileges or to rccognize any
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doninant position of Japan in the southern regions.

At the end of Mﬁy 1041 the last Japanese and Nether-

T
lﬁnes Perorﬂnda vere exchanged and, no ngreeﬁent having

been reﬂched Japﬁn discontinued the negotiations in

June and the Mission returned to Japan. The sane

nonth Foreign Minister MATSUOKAVetated that no further
negotiatiﬁns would teﬁe place apnd that, before proceeding

further cg:lnst the Netherlanus Indles, bases in French

— e ——
— — —————

In July the Japanese occubﬁtlﬂn of the southern

part of French Indo-China took Ulwce, resulting in
the freezing of all Jﬂoonese assets in the Netherlands

Indies., From‘this tire onward, no further trade was

—

possible und ecrmercial relations between Japan and

the Netherlandehiﬁéies prQEEEEaiiy cane to an ehd.
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4, Jananese Subversive Activities in the Netherlands
Last Indies:

An extensive syste" of espionare was built up

by the Jahﬁnese in tho Netherlands Indies many years
before the outbreak of war between Japan and the Nether-
lands. A great part of the nmany thousands of Japane;e
residing in the Netherlands Indies, held closely under
the control and supervisicn of the Japanese authorities

through nurerous local Japanese ass001utions, tock an

active part in the gatherlng cf inforvﬁui of nilitary

irportance. Jan anese consuls ﬂnﬂ CO nsuT%r ”"entb saw

~

in the collecticn ancd ﬂlantch of this nilitary information

throuch QlUlO”atic channels one of their nein tasks and

Japanese professioral svies were atfached as consuler

parscnnel to soveral Japanese consulates.
In aﬂaiticn to the actiViﬁies of the Jananese

~esidents and Japanese diplonatic personnel, the Japanese

Arry and Navy enach had their own-agents in the nore in-

nortant nlaces in the Netherlands Indies, Special

ermhasis was laid con Jananese propaganda anong the
Chinese and Indonesian inhabitants of the Netherlands

Indies, for which large suns were expended, and many Chinese

aéents were. ‘brought over fron the Japsnese ﬁccuoieu arts

of China
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5. Preparation for War and Military Operations, July 1941
to March 1942,

Frorn July 1941 onward it was clear that the
resolve to continue the advance to the south, under any
circunstances and against all cbstacles, could cnly be
effected through the actual cxertion of military force.
This in itself proved no deterrent to the Japanese plans.
If iIn sorne quarters there was still a certain hesitation,
it was caused through the realization that an advance into
the Netherlands Indies and toward the South in general
would involve Japan in a war with both the United States
and Great Britain., All the prelininary roves had been
nade, the bases for the attack had been secured, it had
been ascertained that the Netherlands authorities would
nct yield voluntarily to Japanese denands and alsc that
the armed forces ot the disposal of the Netherlands Indiles
would not by theriselves be sufficient to withstand a full

scale Jahgnese ut;ag\__“g long.

s S ——

At the/ Imperiul c«nference of 6_Septenber 1941
/ \/
it was decided that, in view of the acute situation, the

execution of Japan's southern advance policy necessitated
A

a deternination for war with the United States, Grect

——

Britain and the Netherlands by the niddle of October,
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should Japanese demands for 2 British-American guarantee
not to strengtren threir position in tre Soutr be rejected.
In exchange Japan would be willing to guarantee the
neutrality of ttre Philippines; but any mention of the
Netherlands Indies was omitted,

I shall refrain from dealing again with the
extensive preparations for the intended military conguest,
as trey bave fully been brought to tre attention of thre
Court in an earlier phase of the case, A1l plans provided
for an attack upon the Netherlands simulteneously with
the opening of hostilities against the United States and

Great Britein, Occupation currency for tre Netherlands

e ——————————————————— oty g —-)

Indies had been ordered as far back as, January 194l_§nd thre

first deliveries had been mede in Mbrcb of trat year. The

so-called "Table Top laneuvers" %eld in August 1941 by the

—

Total War Reseerch Institute went into great detail 2s to

how end wren to start a cgmpcign agelnst the Netkerlends

Indies ﬂnd dealt extensively with the expected militery
operations, citrer against tre Netlerlands alone, or in

conjunction with a2 general wer in tre Pacific. In September

.1941 "war ganmes" were held by the navy at the Novy ﬁar

College and furtrer careful plans were worked out by the

army and navy in September end October, The Cormender-in-

e —————

Cbief of 2ll army units in the souttern regions was appointed

in Octobe: and navy units for the operations in the

—

Netherlands Indies were sclected, These plans were so
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detailed as to specify that certain oil refineries in the

e ——————

Netherlands Indics would be administered directly by the

Japanese Nevy to cover its own needsa

o ——————

After the'Third Konoye Cabinet*had been succeeded

‘vin_OCtober 1941 by t%; Iojo Cabinet, of whicl the accused
\”1 KAYA, SPIMADA SUZUKI and T;ZB\Were members, the prepara-

g

tions Were intensified and a generql re~-examination of all
questions concerning ttre prospective war took place, such

es tre consideration wbether an attack toward tre south

would be possible without clrectly 1nvolving tre United
States and Great Britein in ttre war.

i AT,

it t}e\Imncrial Confercncc of 5 Novenber 1941

TR —

Imeet————e

it wes decided to begin “ostilities sometine after the

25th of November and it was plmnned.to open.newAnggqpiations
“WitF tre Netrerlends Indies.for tre purpose of concealing A
éﬁd diéguisinghtré‘Jépanﬂse-plans for an attack upon that
country.

On 5 and 7 November 1941 Combined Fleet Top Secret
Operation. Orders Nos. 1 and 2 were.issued,léf whict mention
bas been made before, Furt%er~p1aﬁ$ provided. for the
establishment of a temporery nilitary administration for
the territories wbich were to be occupied untll a definite
decision regarding their  future statusmcould.be mmde.
Eventually, most of the southern aress were to be granted
a certain degree of self-govermment under the control of

Japan and outlines for tresec futurc.measures were drawn up.
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At t%e;Inperial Confcrence of 1 December 1941 Ji

e

the final decision to declare war on tbc United States,
Great Britain and tre Netherlands was made. On 8 Decenber
1941, Japan attacked and subsequently declared war upon
tre United States and Great Britain. No formal declaration
of war by Jepan on the Nettrerlands was made, or even
contenplated, as according to Prime Minister TOJO, when
discussing this question in the Privy Council, such a step
would be undesirable for strategic rcasons. However, in
tre light of the known facts, the Netterlends Government
could barber no doubt that the sttacks on Pearl Farbor and
Singapore were but = prelude to 2 military conquest of

the Netherlands Indies. Accordingly, it recognized the
existence of a state of war and formally declared war on
Japan.

Meanwrile, on 2 December 1941 a2 ncw Cabinet Cormittee
to consider measures for tre economic control and exploita=-
tion of tre srortly to be occupied southern regions bhad
been set up under tre Cbairnensbip of tre President of

ey e

tre Planning Boerd tbe accused SUZUKI, and the first

T ——————

report, containins general outlincs of measures to be taken
in tris respect, was presented to tre Cebinet on 12 Decenber.
knother plan of the same date for tre military and political
measures in tre southern areas provided for tre final
dlsposal of 211 territories to be brougrt uncder tre control

of Japen,
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In tre montts of November 1941 to February 1942

extensive reports were prepdred by tre Total War Reseércb
Institute on the same question; going into great detail
concerning tre measures to be taken in tre political,
military and economic fields over a long period of years
to ‘ensurc for Japan the definite regemony of the whole
East Asia and adjoining regionse.

On 12 January 1942, tte first Japanese troops
landed in thre Nererlands Indies 2nd thre Japanese Govern-
ment issued a declaration in whickh it regretted being
compelied to wage a war ceused by Netherlands aggression.

At tre opening of tre 79th Diet Session on
22 January l942,=fo£§ignMinister TOGO;once again expressed
his regret at Baving been foréééM;;;;“War by tre Netrer-
lands, but added at tre same time trat the aim of the war

was the establishment of Greater East Asia under the

leadershtip of Japan, for which purpose all areas of

Efiateéic importanééﬁwould rave to be grasped by Japan,

since sre wes responsible for the safe-keeping of the
Co-prosperity Sprere from infringement by trird powerse.
Tris was reaffirmed by Prime Minister T0JO,, wro 2lso laid

down tre fundamental principles on whick the construction

of Greater East Asia would be based. Cormenting on the
speecYes, the German Ambassador was able to report to his

government that these public announcements of tre Prine

and Foreign Ministers represented a now definitely
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established program for the construction of the Greater
East Asia Sphere, in which some regions would be retained
by Japan, while others would, like Manchukuo, be granted
noninal independence.

Meanwhile, the Japanese forces penetrated further
into the Netherlands Indies. I already mentioned that one
of the main concerns of the Japanese leaders was how to
acquire the oil resoﬁrces in the-Netherlands Indies un~
damaged. Having occupied the first important installations
on the Island of Tarakan, and finding the oll-wells destroyed,
an ultimatum Wasrseht to the Coggander of the town of
Balikpapan in Borneo, the center of one of the most important
0il producing regions in the Netherlands Indies, stating
that if the oil installations were not surrendered-intact
the whole white population would have to pay with their
lives. Subsequently, the town was attacked by the Japanese,
Eggwoil wells were destroyed, and the white population
rounded up and rmurdered.

On 17Mgrgp’;9§2"landings took place on the main

island of the Netherlands Indies, the island of Java. Having

I

approached the important town okaénéeeng”Ih tﬂgréenter of
the island, the Japanese thought t£;¥‘zﬂé time had come

for final surrender. Rejecting the offer by the Netherlends
authorities to surrender the town, the Japanese Cormander-in-
Chief avowed his intention to bomb and destroy the town,

unless all
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Netherlands forces capitulated. Further resistance having
by this time become useless, the surrender took place under
this Japanese threat, and with the occupation of Java comn-
pleted, most of the remainder of the Netherlands Indies was
occupied shortly afterwards.

6. Japanese Occupation and Cons lidation of Japanese
Concuests, March 1942 to August 1945,

To complete the picture of Japanese aggressibn and
Japanese attempts to gain dominatior of a large part of the
world, it is deemed fitting to present to the Tribunal a survey
of the means by which Japan, under the guise of constructing a
Sphere of Common Prosperity and Co-existence, attempted to
achieve the annexation of the territories overrun by military
aggression and their incorporation within a new Japanese Empire

P

In the presentation of the evidence on this subject,

/////survey will be given of the three and = half years of

g

A —————— B

Japanese rule in the Netherlands Indles, Whereby events on
the main island of the Zast Indian Archipelago, the Island of
Java, will be dealt with in some detail. Although compare-
tively small in area, this island, even more densely _popu-_

1ated than Japan itsalf, comprises neﬂrly 307 of the total

population of all the Southern Territories which came under

the donination of Japan, including Burma, Thailand, French
Indo-China, Malaya, the Philippines and the Netherlands Indies.
It is highly developed 2s regards both industry and agriculture
and for these reasons may be considered one of the most

important of the Japanese conguests.
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However, it rust be stressed that developnents
in other countries occupied as the result of Japanese
aggreséion were not basically different from those in
Java, or In the rest of the Netherlands Indies. Local
variations on the same theme there were; but the basis
of the Japanese occupation policy was the same everywhere,
and was always coordinated with Japan's aims of expansion
and domination.

Mention has been made of Japancse plans drawn up
before the Japanese conquest of the Southern Regions had
been effected, or even before the outbreak of the War in
the Pacific. These plans, based on the permanent retention
of the fruits of Japanese conquest, dealt with'the final
disposal of territories to be seized by Japan and with
the measures necessary for the achievement of that end.
Furthermore, Prime Ministeér TOJO4 in his aforementioned
speech at the 79th SessionvofvpherDiet on 22 Janua;y“1942;
had stated publicly that Japan would in the future dominate
Greater East Asia.,

Had these plans and declarations prior to the
Japanese occupation left any doubt concerning Japan's aim
to achieve the domination of East Asia and make the different
countries thereof subservient to herself, this doubt would
soon have been dispelled by the actual policies followed

by Japan in her rule of the occupled territories.
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The first measures to be faken after the occupation
was effected, were to eradicate the existing forms of
government and to sever all contacts with Western influence
and the outside world. All government officials of Western
origin were dismissed and interned; to be followed soon by
the rest of the Occidental populaticn, women and children
included. This mass internment and strictly enforced
- isolation from the outside world gave free rein to Japanese
’propaganda, which immediately monopolized all means for
disseminating information. The territory of the Netherlands
Indies was split up into various parts, some being placed
under the military administration of the Army, some under
the Navy. The existing Government Departments were abolished
énd replaced by centralized Japanese Army and Navy executive
bodies, staffed by Japanese personnel.

All representative advisory and legislative councils
were dissolved. An entirely new system of local government
along autocratic Japanese lines was introduced. All existing
law courts were abolished and replaced by a Japanese judici-
ary, administering differently conceived principles of law,
unacceptable according to derocratic standards. All political‘
parties were dissolved and all political activities forbidden.

Immediately a strangle-hold was laid upon the |

economic structure of the country. As a first measure all

existing banks, including the Central Bank,m%ere closed down,
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liquidated, and replaced by Japanese bankst A1l "estern-

'owhéa agricﬁifﬁfélAé££erprises and all public‘utilities>

were taken over by the Japanese authorities, who explpited

them directly or allotted tpem to Japanese government- ///;:77 ‘
controlled or pri&ate companies. Wide-scale confiécation R
of private préperty”toékmgiéce, either with a nominal or

without any compensation. All further economic activity

was controlled by the Japanese authorities by uniting those

who took part in the economic life of the country, e.g.;

farmers, tréders, manufacturers, etc., within autocratically
directed organizations. By these measures Japan achieved

a thorough exploitation of the country to strengthen the
. Japanese war machine and to enrich herself and those of her
nationals who participated in it, thereby causing hardship,

poverty and hunger td the éntire population. Hundreds of

thousands were deported as slave-laborers for the Japanese

Army and the greater part of these vietims perished through

’\\lack of food, shelter and medical attention,

Immediate action was also taken in the field of
education, One of the first acts of the Japanese was to
close all schopls, which were only partially reopened after
the curriculunm had been thoroughly revised and restricted:

the teaching of Japanese language and customs became obliga-

tory; the teaching of other foreign languages Wasfprohi?}ﬁg@;

Japanese history replaced the teaching of general history;
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the boundaries of the world were narrowed down to those of
the Greater East Asla Co-prosperity Sphere- Soon ciae ceatral

'Youth MoVenent' was established in which young mecn betwaen

e————

the ages of 14 and 25 were to take part, and which aimed at

the development of a militaristic spirit and the inmbuing

of the younger generation w1th veneratlon for Japan.

Through the creation of this and other centrally

directed movements, the whole social structure was brougbt

under rigid Japanese contro and the way was paVed for the
inculcation of a totalitarian spirit, a desire for war,
cruelty, and hatred of the West. In the religious field;
efforts were made to induce the Mohammedan religious
leaders to declare the warmEor Greater*East'Asia'ﬂ**hbiy

| war for all Moslems. At the same time, the system of

Enperor Worship“Wﬁs rigidly enforeced, and all who had any
official or semi-official function had to swear eternal
allegiance to Japan.

Through these and other measures, the execution

of which was enforced by means of a greatly expanded police

~ force, tralned in Japanese police methods and by a reign

of terror of the notorious Japanese Mllitary Police, a

thozough Japanization in all branches of society in the

Netherlands Indies was accomplished in little more than one
year.

Apart from the establishment of Japanese rule, the
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future formal status of the several occuried ferritories,
which were under the military administratinn ot the Arry

and the Navy; had to be settled. To =achieve the Japarese
aim of domination of East Asia, two ways were open. Firstly,
it was possible to annex the occupied areas outright and
have them ruled directly by Japan, whether or not with a
certain degree of nominal self-government. ©Secondly, some
or all of the occupied areas might sooner or later be given
a semblance of independence by creating puppet-regimes under
Japanese control. In any case, the final supervision and
direction over z2ll areas would remain in Tokyo, for which

purpose in November 1942 the Greater East Asia Ministry

———————————————

was set up, Qﬁich; it was intended, should regulate bhoth
the intefnal and external affairs of éll countries within
the Greater East Asia Co-prosperity Sphere. -

In the middle of 1943 the first measures were

initiated for the execution of this policy. Burma and the

Philippines were granted nominal independence, but no such
step waé taken in regard to the Netherlands Indies. General
Staffs of both the Army and the Navy, who were each responsil
for the administration of paft of the archiﬁélago;“wééénﬂm-
strongly opposed to the granting of any degree of self-
government despite pressure in this direction from local

army authorities. Accordingly, it was decided that the
Netherlands Indies would continue to be ruled directly by
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Japan. However, were Japanese claims to have liberated

the country from American, British and Netherlands oppression

not to remain wholly unsubstantiated, some concessions would

have to be made to the inhabitants, from whom active parti-

cipation in the Japanese war effort was expcted.
€onsequently, in his speech at the 82nd Session

AT,

of the Diet in June 1943 Prine MinisteuﬁTOJg;promised the
population of the Netherléhds Indies a Cerfain degree of
participation in the government of these islands. However,
this participation, when put into effect, proved to be of
no actual significance and fell far short of the political
rights enjoyed by the population before the Japanese
occupation.,

As the war progressed, however, and Japan's positiorn
became precarious, more demnands had to be made on the in-
habitants of the occupied regions to strengthen the Japanese
war effort., For that purpose, it became necessary on the
one hznd to continue the policy of making even wider promises
end on the other to strengthen the Japanesc hold on the
life of the country.

In November 1943, an Assembly of Greater East
Asiatic ndEEEHE‘ﬁEE“EEia_Eﬁ“fakyb;”'éﬁé}é, rép;ééehtafives
of the various Japanesé'bﬁppét-governments heard Prime

Minister TOJO declare that the nations of Greater East Asia

would have to stand together and defend thenselves jointly

against their common eneries. After reaffirming their
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adherence to Japan and their faith in Japanese leadership
for Greater East Asia, the Conference adopted a 'Greater
East Asia Declaration', which called for a common effort
by all Asiatic peoples in the prosecution of the war.

The Netherlands Indies, being under direct Japanese
rule, were not represented at this meeting of so-called free
nations; nevertheless increased efforts were made by the
Japanese authorities to achieve the regimentation of the whole
population for the furtherance of the Japahese war effort
and to induce or coerce the male population to join the
military organizations which were to assist the Japanese
armies.,

In July 1944, the war situation having becone
increasingly grave, the TOJQUéhbinet went out of office,
and was replaced by a new Cabinet under the accused XO0ISO as
Prime Minister, while the accused SHIGEMITSU, who h~d already

been Foreign Minister in the TOJO Cabinet since April 1943,

remained in that post and bcc%me concurrently Minister for
Greater Zast Asia. One of the first moves of the new

Cabi et, under further pressure from local army authorities,
was to revise the Japanese policy regarding the Netherlands
Indies. Communications between Japan and the Southern
Regions had become endangered, and it was now necessary to

make further efforts to ensure full cooperation from the

local population. Accordingly, Prime Minister KOISO,’in his
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speech before the 85th Session of the Diet on 7 September
1944, promised future independence to the Netherlands
Indies. No further details were given, however, as to how,
when, and to what extent, independence would be granted and,
indeed, even at this stage there was no intention to take
definite steps in that direction.

The main purpose of the Japanese proerise was to
induce the population to assist to the utmost in the
Japanese war effort by stimulating their nationalistic
feelings. Definite instructions as to the policy which
the local Japanese authorities should follow to this end
were sent from Tokyo. One of the measures taken was the
training of the entire population to participate in antici-
pated Japanese guerilla warfgre.

During the winter of 1944 and the spring of 1945,
the war situation became increasingly grave for Japan.

With the loss of the Philippine Islands, lines of comrmni-
cation between Japan and the Southern Regions became en-
tirely disrupted. It was not until May 1945, however, when
it was apparent that the ﬁér céuid not be pfétrééted rmach
longer, that orders were given by the Japanese Governnment

to initiate measures for the granting of independence, while
in July of that year instructions were issucd for their

further gcceleration.
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Preparations had hardly started, however, when
on 14 August 1945, Japan surrendered. Regardless of

this new situation, the Japanese saw to it that a Japanese

fostered state would still be established. During one
frantic week; while the news of the surrender was being
kept secret, the necessary preparations were made and the
independence proclaimed. On 22 August 1945, the news of
the Japanese surrender was published and the Japanese
Commander-in-~Chief in Java stated in a farewell message to
the population that Japan would now have to lezve the
l Southern Regions, but that eternal friendship between Japan
and the people of the new-born state had been immutably

established.

These then are the main outlines of the develop-
ment of Japanese aggression against the Netherlands, and of

Japanese attenps to hold on to the fruits of this aggression

and secure the domination of the countries of the South
, Seas.untll the very last, (
With the permission of the Court, we are now

prepared-to proceced with the presentation of the evidence.
In this task I will be assisted by Mr. G. Osmond Hyde,
Special Assistant to.the Attorney General of the United
States, and by my assoclates Lt. Colonel J. S. Sinninghe

Danmste, Mr. A.-T. Lagverge and Mrs. C. R. Strooker.
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