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Statement of Source and Authenticity

I, Yalter 3ossi , hereby cervify thet I am officially connected

with the Government of Switzerland in the followingz capacity: Swiss

Diplometic Hepresentetive , and as such official I have custodr of the

documents consisting of scventy-three letters and notes, as listed on

Exhibit A attached hereto and described as follows: True cony of letters

e s Y

and notes from the Minister of Switzerliand addressed %o the Jsmanese lin-
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I further certifv that the attached letters and notes are official records
of the Swiss Legation in Jaman and that they sre a part of the official
archives and files therecof.

Signed at Iolyo on this el L. Sesed

3rd day of December, 1946.

Witness: _/s/ iax R. “on Cfficial Capecity

Statement of Cfficial Procuremcnt

I, 2nd Lt, Bric W. Fleigher , hcrebv certify that 1 am associated
with the General -eadqusrters of the Supreme Commander for the Allied Fowers,
and that the above cortification was obtainesd bv me from the abeve signed

nfficial of the Swiss Government in the conduct of my official businzss.

. / - . 1 = . e,
Signed at _Tokyn on %this /s! ZTric V. Tleiehor, 2nd L5, AUSMI
ZAMTS

3rd day of lecember, 1946.
Investizator, IPS

Mtnoss: fg/ Wiiam C. Prout
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Letter dated 29 Jul 1942 from Geirmsho to Sfwiss
Kinister, No. 3.2/T3
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Letter dated 2 Jun 1943 fron Suiss Minister to
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ceC
EE.4.1.2,/7.1.~ce Tokio, 12 February 1942 CC :
cC.2.1. ce

M. le Ministre.

I have the honor to bring to the knowledge of Your Excellency,
following a telegram received frem my CGovernment, thet the Government
of the United States of America is orepared to facilitats, at the re-
quest of the representatives of the protecting vower, their visits to
Japanese subjects who are temporarily detained, interned, or at liberiy
on parole. '

The Government of the United States of America recalls also that
it has already made to the Imperial Goverament, through the intervention
of the Swiss Government (see my letters of 27th December, 2lst January
and 4th February), several nropoaitisns relaiive to the anplication to
civil internees of the Geneva Prisoner of War Convention of 1929.

I would be greatly obliged to Your Excellency if you would
let me know the attitude of the Immerial Government and facilitate in
pary the task of my Legation so far as it concesns visitas to internees.

rlease accepb, M. le Ministre, the acsuranzes of my highest
esteem.

Sizned by the Swiss Minister

To His Excellency,

M. Shigenori TOGC,

Minister of Foreign Affairs
Tokio
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Tokio, 17 February 1942

M. le Ministre:

Referring to the letter of 29th January, I have the honor
to inform Your Excellency that the Govermmemt of the United States
of America desires to know if, as it hae suggested, the Imperial
Government will spply to civil internees the stinulations of the
Geneva Prisoner of “ar Convention.

The Goverament of the United States of America has al-
recady informed the Spanish Ambassador protecting Jepaanese interests
in the "nited States thai he is at libertiy to visit prisoner of wer
camps as well as mlsces where civil interneccs are detained.

The Government of the United States requests, in con—
formity with Article 86 of the Geneva Prisoner of "ar Convention,
thet the Swies reorescrtatives in Japan end in the territorics
occuwpied by Jemanese forcrs be authorized as soon as possible to
coammenee their visits of inspection to wlaces where Amcoricen citizens
who are prisoners of wer or civil intcrnees arc located.

In asking Your Excellency %e. consont {o meke. known to 'me
the response of the Imperial Government, I take this orportunity to
renew, M. le Ministre, the assurances of my highest esteem.

To His Excellency Signed by tho Swiss Minister
M. Shigcnori TOGO

Ministcr of Foreign Affairs

Tokio
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Tokio, 3 liarch. 1042 C8etslde
EE.‘L.].»Z.—CC«Z-I;—C&- 00-2.1.2

M, le Ministre:

I have the honor %o acknowiedge yvour letter of 25 February in
which Your Zxcellency furnished me at the request of the Government of the
TUnited States of America information on the trestment of Amcrican officials
end citizens in Japan as well as in territories occupied by the Japanese
forces.

I have cabled to my Government all the particvlars which Vour
Excellency has furniehed on this subject. which pmarticulars will te trans-
mitted to the Government of the United States of America.

At the end of your letter; Your Excellency informed me that I
will continue %to receive all facilities %o visit internces! camps. I will
be extremely grateful to the competent authorities if they will allow my
ageuts to meke these visits. I thereiore ask for the Rev., Pere Hildebrand,
Attache at the legalion, avthority to vislt all the internecs in Tokyo or
therecakouis. I ask aiso the samo faror for my dolegato at Yokohama, M.Kerm,
who himself will visi® internecs' camps in Y¢kohame. These visits are nec~
essary bccause several internees require monetery assistance which I am
eunthorized to give to them.

Your Ezsellecey will admit, I am certain, thet, ebsorbecd-as I
am in the rcpresoniation of foreign interests, it is invossible for me to
make all these visits myself and to obtain the nocessary information on the
things which the interrees desire to obtain: such as clcth;ng, boots or
pockect monsy. Your Excolieacy will agree with me, no doudbt, that contacts
with intcrnces arc one of my most fmporiant dubties and I am sure that you
will help me %o EGCDmpllSh this btask and to alleviste the condition of the
civiliens :in respcct of which the Japansse suthorities, in accordance with
the declarations wihich they have alrecady made, have given their consent.

; -1 take odvzntage of this oczasion to inform Your Excellency that
the Swiss uonsul av Lche has not .yvot beon ablo to obdein the avthority to
visit intcrnees in his srea except at Kyoto wherc hie delegate has been
able %o interview the Americen civiliens confined there. Therec reuwain the
Amorican citizens who are lumrisoncd end about whom I have no information.
Their number is not rven known to me.

As I heve had occasion to express on several occasions o the
Minxster for Forelgn Atfairs, both verbally end in wriiving, it is noc-
essary for me 4o have the lLSt of .2ll American citizens who are confincd
er,arrested or -who- are =t libnrtv.

-On tbis mattor I desire to bn enabled ta set at rest the doubts
of ‘the Amoricen author*ties as to their falc,
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I belicve that on 8ll these points a satisfactory arrangemcnt
could bc made between the Jepsncse authoritics and the members of my
Logation. The goodwill which inspircd the letter which Tour Zxcellency
wrote to me lcads me to think that all the difficultics which we have on-
countecred will te overcome without any demege to Japanese intercsts.

Plcase accopt, M. lec Ministre, +the assurances of my highest
esteom.

Signed by the Swiss Minister

To His Excellency

M. Shigenori TOGO

Ministcr of Foreign Affeirs
Tokio
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10.1.2.9/2.1.1.—ce. Tokio, & Junc 1942 ¢e 1,1,

e Je Ministre,

Following prerious communications on the subject of treatment
of American prisoners of war and civil internees in Japan and in Terri-
torics occupicd by the Janenose forees, I have the honor to inform Your
Excelloncy that the Goverwmcnt »f the United States of America is dis—
turbcd as to the fate of these subjects in the Philippines, at Hongkong,
in occupicd China, in Malaye and in the Netherlands Zast Indies. It
considers it cf grest importance th;ﬁ I be authorized, in conformity
with Article 8C of the Gencva Prisoncr of "ar Convention of 27th July,
1929, to vicit camns of prisoncrs of war and internces in these various
roginns.

In the event of the Imperial Govermment giving a favorable
reply to this request of the Government of the United States, I will
desiznetc, in agrecment with the Imperial auth-rities, the delegates
who will moke thoe visits to the above mentioncd camms.

In asking your kind respomsn, I bog you to accept, M. le
Ministrc, thc assurancos »f my highest esteemn.

Signed by thc Swiss Minisﬁcr
To His Excellency
M, Shisencri TCGO

Minister of Foreign Affairs
Tokio
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Tokio, 5 June 1942
CC.1.2.8/2.2.1.~co.~
M. le Ministre,

I heve the honor to inform Your Excellency that His Britamnnie
Majeety's Governmcnt desires to receive all possible information relating
to Eritish prisoners of war and civil internees in the Netherlands FEest
Indies, at Fongkong, Singepore, and all other territories in the Far East.
It emphasizcs thet i1t desires to have this informetion not conly on
British subjects, tub also on the subjects of thc Dominions, of India and
nf British colonics without distinction of race, color or creed.

The British Government considers it also of great immortance
that the Jepanese Government should esuthorize me to name, with the consent
of the Imperial authorities, delogates to make regular visits to camps
of prisoners and eivil internees in accordance with Article 86 »f the
Geneva Prisoncr of Tar Convention.

I would be thercfore obliged tn Your Excellency if you would
inform me of the reoly of the Imperial Goernmonf to this request, and
take this cpportunity of remcwing, M. le Ministre, the assurences of
my highcst esteem.

Signed by the Swiss Minister
To His SExcellency
M, Shigenori TOGO

Minister of Foreign Affeirs
Tokin
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? Tokio, 11 June 1942.
CC.2.2.1/1.2.9.-cec.
€C.1.1.
4, le Ministre,

I heve the honor to inform Your Excellency that the Govern-—
ment cf His Eritannic Majesty desires to obtein all vossible informetion
on prisoners of war and civil internees who are subjects of the United
{ingdom, the Dominions, of British India and c¢f the British colonies,
without distinction of.race or faith, who are in territeories cccupied
by Jepanese troops, namely, =t Hongkeng, Singapore and in the islands
of the South.

The British authorities alsc consider it of great importence
that I e authorized to send delegates to the said territories to visit
the priscners.

I would be obliged to Your ILxcellency if you would inform me
of the attitude which will be teken to the request of the British Govern—
ment.

Please accept, M. le Ministre, the assurances of my highest
esteem.

Signed dy the Swiss HMinieter
To His Excellency
M. Shigenori TOGO

Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Tokio.
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CC.1.2.9/1.2.4.~ce. Tokio, 12 June 1942.
{CC.2.1.1.) Be 1.1,

M. le Ministre,

I have the honor %o inform Your ixcellsncy thet the Devart-
ment of State at Yashington hes inrormed ry Gover ment for the infor-
mation of the Java mse Govermment that the reoresentatives of protecting
vowers and of the International Committee of the Red Cross in the
United States are authorized in the United States to interview without
restriction Japanese priscners of war or civil internees.

The Department of State therefore is extrerely desirous
that the Imperiel Government should grant to me, as well as to the
representatives ¢f the International Committee of the Red Cross in
Jepan end in occupied territcries, the seme facilities.

I would be obliged if Your ZExcellency would infoim me of the
attitude of the Jepanese authorities on this request, end I toke this
occesion to renew, M. le Ministre, the essurances of my highest esteem.

Signed by the Swiss Minister
To His Excellency
M. Shigenori TOGO,

Minister of Foreign Affairs .
Tokio.
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THE GAIMUSHO 29 July 1942

TOKYO cC 1.1.
EG.2.8:1.

No. 342/T3 CC.1.2.8.
CC.1.2.9

M. le Ministre,

I have to acknowledze receipt of Your Ixcellency's letters
¥o. CC 1.2.8/2.2.1.—ce. and o. (C.2.2.1./1.2.9.-ce., dated the 5th
and the 11lth of June lssi, in which you were good enough to inform
me th:t the British CGovernment wished to obtain information on
prisoners of wer and civil iriornees from the British Fmpire and to
arraenge for representatives from Your Excellency to visit them.

I hasten to inform Your Zxcellency that the Imperial Govern-
ment, heving esfablished a nrincinle'of not reccgnizing any rep-
resentation of interests in occupied territory, the visit mede by
thelr delegation to cemps of prisoners and civil internces in the
territories enumerated in their ebove mentioned letters cannot be
followed up, but in Shenghei alone, in occupiled Chine, the competent
euthorities can give their suthorization.

Pleese accept, M. le linistre, the renewed assurances of my
highest esteem.

(L.S.) liinister of Foreign Affairs
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TEE GAIMUSEO 3C July 1942
TOKYO CC.1.1.
gC.2.1.1.
To. 343/T3 CC.1.2.9.

#. le liinistre,

I heve the honor to ecknowledge receipt of Your Zxcellency's
letter cf 3rd June last, in whick you informed me that the Government
of the United Strtes of America considered it extremely immortent thet
you be suthorized to visit American prisoncrs of wer and civilien in-
ternee cemp~ in the Philivnpine Islends, at -ongkong, in occupied China,
in Melerya and in the Metherlands Zast Indies.

I desire to inform Your Txcellency that the Imperial Govern-—
ment heving in principle refused to recognize the representetion of
eny interests in the occupied territorics comorising the Philippine
Islands,\hongkong, Maleya and the Jetherlends Test Indies, it follows
that permission cannot be given to your delcgates to visit American
prisoners end civilian internecs in the 2bove mentioned territories,
but thet in respect of Shenghei only, in occupied China, the comnetent
authorities can give this permission.

Plcase accept, M. le Minister, the rencwed assurances of
my highcst csteen.

(L.5.) Signed by the Minister of FToreign Affairs
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CC.le2.9.~Cr.~ Tokio, 1 September 1342
CC‘l.l.

M. le Ministre,

Referring to the letter of 30th July last, I hawve the honor %o
inform Your Excellency thot the Government of the United States of Americe
has requested us to send the followlng communication to the Imperial
Govermment on the subject of visits to prisoner of war 2nd internec comms:

1. The Amcrican Government hes observed —

(a) Thet visits to Amorican prisoners 72f wer and civilian interneces
made in accordence with the provisions of srticle 86 of the
Prisoner of Ver Convention by representotives of Switzerleond,
the protecting nower for Americen Intercsts in Jepan, have been
restricted to cemps ond places of detention in Japan nroper and
in Shenghei where there arc only a swall pronortion of the total

-

nunber cof American nationals held by Japang

(b) Thot visits by delegates of the International Red Cross Committee
have been restricted to the same areas with the addition of Hong~
kong, contrery to internelicnal customs and usages governing the
ectivities of such dolegates end conbtrary to the practice of the
American Government., which permits free seccess by delegeotes of
the Committee ¢ all places where Japanese nztionasls are held iAa
Americen and American controlled territory, snd expects the
Jopenese Government reciprocally to grant the same wrivilege to
delegzates of the Committee in Japen 2nd in territory under
Japencse control. -

2. The Americen Zoverment views with disquiet the restriction by the
Joprnese Government of the right »f visit by official neutral observers
to places of internment of American nstionels held by the Jepanese znd’
reminds the Japenese Government thot the right of visit is guorsnteed
by inter rational usage and specifically »rovided for in Article 86 of
the Priscuner of '‘ar Convention in the following words*' "Represento—
tives of the protecting vower or its accepted delegates shall be per—
mitted to go to any place without exception where prisoncrs of war are
interned. They shall have access to all places occupnied by prisoners
ard may interview as a gemeral rule without witnesses personzlly or
through interpreters."

3+ In this connection, the American Goverment further reminds the

Jepanese Government that this right of vieit is amonz the most important
of the rights granted Ly the Conventlon, in that it furnishes both a
mothod of control to safeguard the carrying out of the nther provisions
of the Convention and forms e means by which contending bellizerents

mey mubtually and reeiprocally treassure cne ancther of their fulfill-
ment of the provisions of the Convention with regerd to netionels of

the other power and that, as & result of the refusel of this right, it
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may lcad to the ccnclusion thet the prisoners and interneces in places
to which access is rcfused =2re being denied the beneflt of nther
nrovisions nf the Convention.

The Americen Covernment desires to know whether the Jepanese Govern—
ment will henceforth give full effect to the provisions of the Geneve
Convention and wromptly permit the representatives- of the orotecting
power for Americen intcrests toc have access tn all places nf intern—
ment of Americen natiosonals held by the Japanecse, elther by alleowing
these representatives teo travel to territory uncer Japenese contrel
to all these places nf detention wherever they may be within thet
territory, or by swcedily and safely remnving to those territories

to which it now permits access by renresentatives of the nrotecting

power all the Americen natinnels held by the Jepsncsc in such restricted

arces without exception, whether orisoners of war or civillians,

I will be very much obliged to Your Excellency if you will inform

me »f your vicws concerning the notice from the United States Government,
and I take this occasiocn to renew, i, le inistre, the assurances of my
aighest esteem.

m
To

M,

Siegned by the Swiss iinister

HEis Excellency
Shigenori TOGH

Minister of Fereign Affairs
Tokis.
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Eoferring to the letter Mo. 342/73, deted 29%h July, corncerning
the information on wnriscners nf war and British Civil Internees, I have
the honor tec inform your Exeellency that the British Government has asked

us to transmit the followlng communication to the Imperizl Governments
"The British Covernment finds it impnssible to reconcile
Japanese refusel to all renresentatives of protecting Power to
visit prisoners nr civilians interned in territorics under
Jepanese occupation with assurances nf Jepancse Government thet
while not bound by wmrisoners of war convention, they will observe
its terus in respect of British priscners end will apply the c-n-—
vention to civilians so far es articles can be applied to them.
Article cighty—six provides thet resresentatives of protecting
Power shall be authorized to proceed to any place without exception
where pris-ners are interned and that belligeraents shall feocilitate
as much as possible the task of representatives or recognized dele—
gotes or nrotecting Power.™ :

I shruld be much obliged if Your Excellency would let me know
whet comments you have to make on this communicaticn from the British
Government, end I tekc $his occasion to renew, M. le Ministre, the
assurences of my highest esteem.

Signed by the Swiss Minister

Te Hig Excellency

M. Shigenori TCGO

dinister of Foreign Affairs
Tokio
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Me le Frime l[inister,

In & letter of 29 July 1942 ¥no. BQB/TZ, Yeur Lxcellency informed
me thet the Imperiel Government, having adopted the principle of not rec—
cgnizing eny representation nf interests in occupied territories, were
unable to authorize my delegetes to visit prisoncr of war and British
civil internee camps in the sald territories, with the exception of
Shenghal where the competent Authcrities are able to give the necessary
euthorizatinn.

Allow me te infnrm you that, on the basis of this informetion,
I have asked the Swiss Consul General at Shanghai to request from the
competent Authorities at Shenghail, authorization to visit the prisoner
of wer end British civil internee camums in that town.

I my surprise, the Jensnese Consul-General ~t Shanghai, remlied
to the Swiss Consul-General that all questicns relative to visiting British
prisoners of war were secttled solely by the Government at Trkic end that
he wes unable either 4o intervene or to procure the necessary informetion
on thet subject.

Consequently, I will be very much obliged if Your Excellency
will be geod ensugh to tell me precisely what formellities are neccssary
in order %o visit camms of British prisoners of war ot Shanghal, end if
the suthorization should be obteined from Shanghai, as I undcrstond from
your letter, or from Tokin, according tc the informstion obtained from the
Jepencse Ccnsul-Generel abt Shanghei.

In thanking you very much in advence for your kind response, I
take this opportunity te renew, M. le Ministre, the assurences of my

highest esteen.
gned by the Swiss Minister

To His Bxcellency,

General Zideki T0JO

Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Tokio
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M. le Prins Hinizire
nllowing my lethsr o2 lab Seplemdber Lo M, TOGO, I have the

honer to inform Your Ix-ellenscy that the Goversrment of the United States
of America desires to kaow the ettitude of the Imperial Government con—

cerning visits to prisoncr cf war canps not only in Janancse erd occu-~

pied territories, but also in China, Indo—Crine and Thailand.

-

In the event of the Jepencse Jovernent accepting in orineiplc

that priscner of wer camps cen be visited, the Government of the Unitod
States considers. it exivemely imperient tc know at whet tire snd to whet
camps the Swiss Minister will be allcwed to send the delegetes to report
on the conditions of the camps ia question.

In azking Tour Excellency %te inform me of the decisiecn of -the
Imperial Gevernment, I teke bhis'occasion to renew, M. le Prime Minister,
the assurences of my highost esteen.

Signed by the Swiss Minister

Tn His Excellency

General Hideki TOJO

Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign iffeirs
Tokio
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., le Ministre,

I heve the honer tn inform you that the Japanese Mission in
Indn—Chinz has just refused permissicn for the Swiss Consul et Saigon,
to receive the authorization to visit the prisoner of wer cemps,

: They meintein thet the Jepenese Government did not adhere to
the Gencve Conventicn of 1929 concerning the trestment of priscners of
war, ond thet, in ccnsequence they were not bound to observe their rules.
The Jepenesc Mission in Indo-Chine adds that the Imperiel Government did
accept from the outset of the war, tc apply "mutatis Mutandis" the rules
of the seaid Conventicn, but that, in this particular case, they cannot
authorize the prissner of war cemms %o be visited, because of the tem—
porary noture of their installation. They say, morecver, thet the
Jopenese Militery Authorities. are unable to grant a favorable reply to
the request »f the Swiss Consul, as they recently discovered that the
prisoners of war hed tried tc get into touch with the exterior and thet
some escapes had nccurred.

The British Geovernment tc whom this reply was trensmitted, hes
requested ny Government to inf-~rm the Japenese Government thet they are
very surpriscd ot the attitude which thev heve edopted concerning the
epplicetion of the Conventisn relative tn treatment »f prisoners of war.
In faect, through the Argentine Government, at that time In charge of the
interests of British interests, the Jepanese Government informed them
that while not consideringz themselves bound by the Geneva Convention,
they were resdv to nbserve thr rules "rmutatis lMutandis" concerning the
priscners of wer, Yew Zealand, English, Australian ond Cenadian, and thot
cn condition of reeiprrcity they would teke into consideration nationsl
customs end questions of racc with regard to food ond clothing. On the
29th Janurry lost, His Excellency Mr, TOGC mede 2 simllar declaration te
the Swiss Legetinn, relative to the priscners of wer of South Afrien.
Finally, %o = recquest oresented by the Argentine Governmcnt for the
epplicetinn of the Convention fer all military personnel, Zurnpean and
non-Buropean, for no matter which British Cclonial Force, without dis-—
tinction of race, religion or enlor, the Jepanssc Gnvernment replied that
the egrecments covered oll prisoners of war without distinction.

The British Govérnment considers, therefore, that the rcasons
given by the Japenecse Missi-n to the Swiss Comsul =t Snigon, ~re incom=
potible with the essurances which were given to them. In their cyes, the
visit to the prisoner of war cemmps by the Protecting Power, 1s onec of the
most importent rizhts conteined in the Geneva Convention. They request
that the Jrprnese Government will immedistely revise their decision snd
suthorizc the Swiss Consul =t Saigon %o visit the campe for prisoners of
war in Iado-China.
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I ehell be.nmuch obliged if you will let me know the renly of
t.wo Jaoenesc Government tn this communicetinon, snd I take this necrsgion
t~ renew, il. le Ministre, the mssurences of ny hizhost esteen.

Signed by the Swiss Minister

To Eis Zxcellency

M. Masayuki TANI

Minister of Frreign Affeirs
Tokio
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Follewing my lctter of 7th Octeber concerning mermission to
visit prisoncr of wer cemps in Inde—China, I heve the honnr %o bring
tn the notice ~f Your Excellency the follrwing facts:

The Swiss Consul ~t Sgigon, M. Birsbrunner, hrs meadc further
rcpresentetions to tle Jepnnese mission In Indo—Chine for the purpnse
of obfaining permission to lsit Briuish prisoncr of wer cemps. These
negotistions heve been frulitles The Jopencse mission replied, in
effect, by letter of 8th Outnoor that, in confernity with instructions
fron the Imperiel Government, it would not be possible to allow
M. dipsborunner to visit the soild cemps.

The Swiss Cnnsul then rsked the Jeprnese mission in Indo—China
if this cdecision applied egually to Ameriesn priscners, According $o
the reply mede by the above mentioned mission to M. Eirsbrunner, the
decision eoplics to all prisoners of war, both American and British.

The interested Governments insist that the Swiss Consul 2%
Saigon be ensbled, in conformity with his duty, to carry out os soon
as poesible the tesk which hes been 2llotted te him and to zive to
prigopexs ~f wor the assistence which they necd. I would, therefore,
be extremely rbliged %o Your Excellercy if you would esk the military
authorities if they cen see any mossibility of roversing their decision.

In thenking you very much in advence for Yrur Excellency's
consideraticn, I teke this opportunity, M. le Ministre, tc rencw the
essursneces of my hizhest estoen.

Sizned by the Swiss Minister

Tc His Excellency

M. dosayuki TANI

Minister nf Forelgn Affairs
Tokio.
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CC.1l.2.9.-cr.- Toklo, 28 October 1942
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Ity lc Ministre,

4s Your Excellency knows, the Gevernments of the Unlted Stetes of
anerica end Greet Britaln are waiting for the Swiss representative who is
in cherge of aAmericen ~nd British interests in Japen to visit perindically
amps of priscners of wer in the hends of the Imperial Forces. Those
visits are expressly provided for by the Prisoner of "ar Code of 27th
July, 1929.

The inferested Goverments crnsider this metter of extreme im-
portence end. frequently request ny Governmaent to insist that the Swiss
delegetes, meke visits from time to time to these camps according to the
provisions of article 86 of the Geneve Convention of 27th July, 1929,

Up to the present, only one visit, nenely to Zentsuji, has been
nade by e reprcsentative of the Swiss Legetion to priscners on the island
nf Shikoku. M. Kengelbacher of ny Legation visited Zentsuji on 17th
February. =Se mede o second visit to the same cemp on 23rd April, but he
wos not oble to teke any zifts to the orisoners.

Qutslde the metropocllitan area, thet is %o sey iIn the territories
occupicd by the Imperisl armics, s well as in Chine, Indn-China =nd
Thailend, the competont suthnrities have never given permission to dele~
gatce nf the nrotecting power to visit Americen »nd British prison carms.
At Shrnghai alone M, TOGC informed me on 29th and 30th July thet our reo-
rescntative would be =ble tr obtain mermissisn to visit the s~id camps.
Nevertheless, the Swiss Consul-Gen-ral in this city hes not been 2ble, up
to the present, in spite of numerous requests, to meke eny visits.

The above-nentioncd Geneva Convenbdion provides explicitly in
article 86, paragraph 2, thot the delegates of the protecting power shall
visit "all locelitics without exception where prisoncrs of war are inter—
ned.” Without doubt, Jepen is .not legelly bound by the Gencve Convention,
but ag she has underteken to apply it nmutetis mutandis it is thought thet
Jepan will not be opposcd t» puttin: into prectice one of the essentinl
orinciples. This hes been impliedly recognized, so it seens, in author-
izing mec %o scnd a delogate to Zentsuji.

The Imperiel Govermment hne likewise 2llowed or permitted reo-
resentetives of the Inter mtionel Committee of the Red Cross to visit
certelin camps, which confirms my idea that Jepan is not opposed in prin-
ciple to visits to priscners.

— -
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In the event ~f the Irmerianl Governnent vernitting Swiss ren—
resentetives to visit priscners of war in the hands of the Imperinl
forces, I would be extremely nbliged t» Your IZxeellency if y~u would
inforn ne when and to whet camps such visits can be made.

In thanking you in =dveance for your ceonsiderate resmonse, I
teke this occasion, M. le Ministre, to renew the assursnces of ny

Sicned by the Swiss Minister

To His Excellency

M, Masayuki T:=NI

Minister of Foreign Affairs
Tokio
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e le Ministre,

Following ny letter of Ccltober 20th, I have the honor to inforn
Your Zxcellency thet, according to e telcgrem received from Bangkek, the
Jdepencse liilitery Authorities did not believe themselves able to a2uthorize
the Consulste ~f Switzerland to visit the cemws of wer wrisoners in Thailand.
_hey slsc refused suthority %o the renresentatives of Switzerland %o hand
over zifts in kind to the prisoners; 211 that they wlll be able 3o do will
Ye, in thot case, toc authorize such gift in such case, on special demand
of the Consulote of Switzerlend. It is true theat, in 2 general manner, the
Eubessy of Jepen at Bengkok, which communicezted on this subject to our Cen—
sulote, could only restrein itself tehind the authority of the Immeriel “ar
Ministry, which decides finelly in all natiers concerning. the frote of wer
prisoners.

So, in order tc facilitate things, I, mysclf, had =zsked our Consulate
at Bangkok to try to oktuin nn the spot authorizetion to vislt the cemps of
wer prisomers — I hed 2ddressed the seme advice $2 our Comsulate-Genersl
et Shanghai - it leaves to me only to pursue steps tefore the Imerizl
Authorities with & view tc settle either in nne wey or another the question
»f visibing ell the camps of American and EBritish war nrisoners now under
the control of the Imwerial Ferces on the Asiatic Continent.

Permit me tc recall to Your EZxcellency the letter which I addressed
%o him on this subject on the 2nd of this nonth, and I #™all be extremely
iged %o hinm if he will consent to let me know the attitude cf the
erisrl Wer Minister respectings the visit of the camps of Zmerican and
-ritich war priscners in Japen, in Chine, in Indo-Chine and in Thailend.
in casc of foavorable reply fro:a him, I will teke immediztely the necessary
measures to have visits mede to the seid camps by the Swiss Delegates with
the consent nf thé Jepenese Milltery Authorities.

H 11
r.l

Pleerse. zccept, M. le Ministre, the assurances of nmy very high
esteen.

Sicned by the Swiss Minister

Teo His Excellency

M. Hageyukl TANT

Minister of Foreizn Affailrs
Tnkio

i =

i
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M. le Ministre,

I have the honor te inform you thet the Jepsnese Militery Author-
itics 2t Bangkok have decided not to authorize the Swiss Consul in thet
town to visit the British priscners of war canna in Theiland.

: Having been infermed of this decision by my Government, the British
Governnent has esked us to nrotest te the Imperial Gnvernment egzeainst this
decieion of the nilitery suthorities.

While cerrying cut this request, I trzke thils opportunity of in-
forming Your Excellency thet the same military authorities have refused the
édistribution of food -nd el~thing to these seme prisoners. This decision
hardly seems to be in keeping with the recent decisicn of the Imerial
Government tc authorize the dispatch by ship of exchange ~f frod and clothing
and othor articles destined for wnrisoners of war,

The Japanese Enbassy at Bangkok has informed the Swiss Consulete
thet the euthorization to send gifts in kind to priscners of war must be
sought for ecach separate case, but 1t would appear that in view of the
attitude sdopted by the military authorities, it would be difficult to
arrive at a practical sclution without a decision in prineiple from the
Imperial Government.

Under these circumstances, I address nyself to Your Exsellency in
the hope that you will be able to obtein, if possidle, from thc Imperial
Ministry of War, the autheorization to remit to the prisoners of wer in
Thailapd the gifte in kind which will attenuate the rigors of captivity.
1t eoncerns, es you know, & humene work to which the Committee of the Inter—
netional Red Cross equolly attaches the grestest importence, and I feel sure,
for ny pert, thet the Inperial Government who has olresdy willingly author-
ized the dispatch of zifts to priscners of wer in Jepen will lemd its sup-
port to this service which is in full confornity with the generous principles
which they claim tc hold with regerd to the treatment of nrisoners of wer.
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Regardins the gencral aquestion of visiting the nriscners of war,
whether they are in Jepan ~r in territories which ere nf stratezic im-
pertence to Jepen, I sddressed nyself recently tc you (see my letter of
28th October) with 2 view to obtaininz, if pnssible, authorization for
¢iplomntic or consulsr represcntetives of Switzserland teo contzet prisoncrs
of war, according %t~ Article 86 of the Crde on prisoners ~f war which the
Imperisl Governnment Aecided to gpply mutatis mutendis., I have no doubt
thet the Imperial Ministry of Var will sgree t- examine this gqucstion
sympethetically and thot with their help visits cen ve made to different
prisoners' carmps, even if this e done only to resssure the femilies of
the prisoncrs, especialiy the wives and children who are without direct
news frenm their dear ones. On this peint the British have signolled to
me — and Your Excellceney will allow me tc return, if necessary, to this
netter - that cwing to the fact thnt the 1lists of the prisoncrs of war hove
nnt yvet been all communiceted, nany families in Grest Britain and elscwhere
are waiting enxiously, not knowlng what bos happen-d to a father, son or
husband and they heve hed no news for neny long months. 1 should ve bery
hoppy, if, thanks to the intervention of the Inmperial Goverment, I am
able to dc something teo alleviate these thousands of unfortunste people
who turn imploringly towards ny country for help. I feel sure I cen count
cn the gencrous understending of the Imporial authorities since I am only
requesting the acceleration of the comrmmication of nomes of prisoners of
war, a tesk to which the cormpetont bureau of the dinistry of War has al-
ready been assigned.

I should be hnppy to receive your reply =nd views on ths pre-
ceding questiocne, and, in thenking you in advence, I teke this opnortunity
tc rcnew, M. le linistre, the assurences of ny hizhest esteen.

Si med by the Swiss Minister

To His Execllengs i
M. Mesayulcl ””“"””W

Minister of Forelgn Affeirs
Tokio
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The Swiss Lezatibn has the honor to inform the Imperial lMinistry

(6]

of Foreizn Affailrs thet Els Britannic Majesty's Government learned with
nleasure that the delegates of the Swiss Ministry were authorized to
visit certrin cemps for British priscners of wer in Jepan.

While emphasizing the feet thet representatives of the Protective
Powers +nd of the Internctionel Comnittee of the Red Cronss ere suthnrized
to visit Jopancse internees snd prisoners of war in En;land 28 well as in
the wholc of the British Empire, the British Government expresses the
hope that the Imperial Authorities will feecilitate, on their side, end
with the lenst possgitle delay, the visit of the Swiss delegates to
other eamms existing in territeory controlled by the Jananese,

In asking thé latter to kindly dosianbtc the camps which can
srzein be visited, the Legertion takes this~opnnrtun1ty of renewing

assursnces of 1ts hizh esteen.

Tnkio, 24 December 1942

The Imperiel Ministry of
Foreizn Affeirs
Pokic
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In their letter No. CC.l.l.cec of 24 December, the Swiss
Legetion hed the pleasure of informinz tﬁe Imperial Ministrv of
Foreign Affairs, thet the British Minister hed been authorized to
visit certein camps for priscners of war in Japan, Kecrea, Shenghai,
erd ang'Kong.
The Govermnment of the United Kinazdom feels that it is ~f
»the grestest importence for the Swiss delcgetes to visit the nther
carps in - Jepan cr in occupied territories.
The Swiss Lecation would, therefore, be zrateful to the
Imperial Ministry if they would ask the nmilitary cutherities %o
desiznste, as soon as possible, the comps which could bhe visited in
the neer fubure.
The Legation tekes this opportunity tc renew to the Imperisl

Ministry assurances of its hizh estcern.
Tokio, b5th Februery 1943

The Imperial Ministry
of Foreign Affairs
Tokio
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The Swiss Legation hes the honor to inform the Inmperisl
Ministry of Foreizn Affairs thot the Gevernnent ~f the United Strtes
once more‘insists thet the Military Authorities should allow mrisoners
of war tc converse with the Swise delezate, without witnesses when he
visits the cemmps.

£t seems, in fect, thet at the cccasion of his visit to the
canp at Xiangwan, near Shanchei, the Swiss Consul Genrrel wes not per-—
nitted to telk with the prisoners without the presence ¢f a third perscn.
The Governaent of the United Stetes considers this tc be a serious hin-
drance ané wishes to point out that the practice followed in this matter
by the Japenese militory authorities does nct conform to the Geneva Con—
vention of 29 July 1929, nnar, ahove 211, to “mericon prectice which
authorizes, invariably, the representetive fronm the Spanish Enbassy in
the United States, tc talk without witnesses with interned Jepcnese
internces.

The State Department at "asghington attaches, therefere, the
greetest importence to the fact that the seme trestment should be ac-
corded to the Swiss Delegetes who visit Americen prisoners or internces
and. they express their firm hope that = reciprocesl agreement could be
arranged on this metter.

The Legertion would be much oblized if the Imperiel Ministry
of Foreign Affeirs would let them know the reply of the Military Auth-

orities. Ve shcould like to remind vou that the Swiss Minister hes sent
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two letters to Your Excellency on this subjeet, the first dated 12 June

1942 and the second dated from the 18th of the same month.

letters heve remained without & reply.

These two

The Legeticn tekes this occasinon to ronew to the Ministry

the assurancces of its high esteen,

Tokio, 16 Merch 1943

The Immerlel Ministry of
Toreizn Affairs
Tokilo
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By its nnte of 13th Januery, the CSwiss Lesation hed the
honor %o inform the Imperisl Minlstry «f Forelsn Affairs that the
Governnent of the Unlted Stctes attached the crestest importance o
te fact thet the Swiss Minister bte authorized to send a delesga te

to the priscner ~f war carms in Tailwen (Formosz).
MBS R

In the neantime, the British Government also expressed a
desire that = Swise delemte be suthorized teo visit the said camps
as scon es possible.

Without resnonse to the preceding note, the Lezation seeks
only to recell this metter to the kind attention of the Ministry of
Foreizn Affairs.

The Lecation will Ye areatly obliged if the Ministry will
inform it of the decision »f the Imperial Governnent as to the visits
to these carps, and tekes this opportunity te renew assurances of its

hizh esteen.

Toklo, 27 March 1943

To Imperial Ministry of
Fereign affairs
Polkio.
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The Swiss Legation has had the honor on severzl occasions,
the last time by their note of 24 December, teo meke known to the
Irmperial Ministry of Foreizn Affairs, that the British Government
atteches the zrcatest impsrtance tc the fact that the Swiss Minister
should be authorized to visit the ceomps of internees in occupied
recions.

¥nt heving received a reply up tc date, the Legation wishes
to recall this matter to the attention of the Imperial Ministry.

In the meantime, the British Governnent, has mede known to
the Federal Govermment, thet they perticulerly wish tn obtain news of
those interned in Malava, of whose fate they do not possess any infor-
uakion.

In confornity with the instructions of our Government, the
Lezation, in consequence, reguests the Imperial Ministry to be geed
enouzh to intervene once more, with the competent autheorities, so
thet the Swiss Minister is authorized to send a delegate to the intern—
nent carps in that region,. e should be greatly obliged, besides, if
the Irperial Ministry would furnish us, in the neantime, with a2ll the
infornation which would te useful on those interned in Malaya.

Un to the present, cnly the camos at Shanghai and Honz Xong
heve been visited in occupied territories.

The Lezaticn tekes this ~ccasion to renew to the Ministry
essurances of its high esteen.

Toklo, 3l March 1943

The Imperial Ministry of
Foreizn Affairs
Tokio
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Fo. 109/C.R.

RRAT OYNE,
(CAL (\J.‘-..LJ

“he Imperial Ministry of foreign Affairs has the honor te
acknowledge receipt, from the Swiss Legation, of Notes fo. CC.l.l.-ce.
anc. Yo. CC.l.l.@cz./GG.&.6.9.24./GG.E.E.4.1., date. 24 Lecemper and
Slst wmerch last respectively, regarding requests for permission to

visit vrisoner of war and civilian internment camps in the occunied

arease.
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istry wishes to send the following reply to the

oreig: Minister has communicated to the Swiss
dnister b letter ilo. 345/T~, dated 30th Julv 1942, the Imperial
Government shall not permit visits to nrisoners of war and internment
camps in occupied territories includinz the Philippines, Hong Xong,
#Mlalaya and the Sunda Islands, former Dutch territory.

The riinistrv wishes to add that nermission to visit the

camp at ong fong was granted to lMr. Kengerbacher in an individual

capacity v snecial arrangement under the condition that it will not

become & precedent.

(o]
i
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22 fpril 1
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Toe Immerial iinistrv of Foreign “ffairs has the honor to
acknowledse.receipt. from. the Swiss Legation of the notes dated
16th a~d 19th Merch lest, regarding interviews with PO0W's, =0V
corresnondence and the FOW Camp =t Zentsuji.

et o e i e

The Minietry wishes to send the following renlv to the
Legation:

1S “he Imperiel Government shall not allow delegates of the
nrotecting Power to interview prisoners of war without the
Mteri s . 2
presence of a guard,

e taximm number of corresnondence by oriscners of war is
nermitted according to the circumstances of each camp. The
American treatment in this matter set out in the above
mentioned note, Y¥o. CC.2,2.1l.deun, is considered as being
concerncd with civilian internecs.

S Officer vrisoners are able to purchase clothing with the masr
thev reccive. Two undershirts and two underwesrs for each
scrson have alreadv been disvosed of bv the militarv auth-
srities. “risoners with renks lower than non-commissioned
officcrs are bveing smoropriately orovided with their daily

nocessitieg.of life,

4. In the canteen, goods are sold according to the zeneral
market nrice. “

22 Aoril 1943
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CC.ldl.

AA.l_.5.l-d.at.

EE/G’G"B.S.4¢20 TOkio, 12 I‘b,v 1943
CC.1.1s

lie le Iinistre,

I have the honor to inform Your Excellency that I have repeatedly
intervened with the Minister of Foreign Affairs to the end that a satis-
feetory ruling night be obteined on the question of the privileges of the
Swiss Consulate-General at Shenghai in so far as representative in
occupied China of the interecste, the safeguarding of which was entrusted
%o Switzerlend in ccmplete agreement with the Imperial Government.

I indulge myself to recall, in particular, the two last letters
which I have 2ddressed on this subject to H.E. Mr, TAVI under date of
October 26th and Tnvember 6%h laost.

Since then, the situatinn of the Swiss Consulste-General hes
remained stationery in the sense thet it enuld not assure itself of the
neecessaery support of the Inperial Authorities in the execution of its
(Swiss) difficult end delicete mission. ZEven when I had obtained, out
of the kindness of the Imperisl Govcrament, thet our Consul-Genersl could
call upon the camps of war prisoners and civilian interneces under the
condition that he meke the request on the spot, my Government wes told Dby
Mr. Fontanel that, in gpite of numerous epplicetions to the Consulate-
General of Jepan at Shenzhei, he hed not received to this day eny reply
to his requests., It follows thet he is not prepercd %o use the authority
which he possessed.

His activity is 2leo hindered in other sphercs, a&s, for example,
thot of poyment of the financial allocations %o the internees in distress
or thet of assistance and visiting the internees under Sreatment in the
hespitals.

My Government, which assumed the formel engogement to watch over
the interests which were entrusted to it, is obviously as rnuch surprised
es pained % this state of things end it hes cherged me to appeal the
high intervention of Your Excellency in order to remedy it as far as
posaible.

Returning tc that which I wrote under the date of September 2nc
lest to H, E. General TOJE, then Minister for Foreign Affairs, I indulge
myself to ask you if thc Imperial Governmment would notv see the possibility
to put an end to such o regrettable situatior, to authorize the Swiss
Consul-Generel to exercise frecly his activity in the four spheres here~
under: 3

1. Allocetion of financiel cssistences to the dependents of the countries
for which Switzerland represent the intercsts;
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2. Tsteblishnent of passhorts and of identifving mepers to the dependents
of the said cruntries;

3. Visit of the camps nf war prisoners and of civilian internees under
prescribed conditions by the ({somc words missing);

4. Protection of archives, bulldings and propertics belonging to foreizn
states as o their diplomrtic and consular personnel.

I 1ittle doubt that, on thesc four vweints, on ezreecment will e
easily realizeble, #end I indulge myself to base my -wirviction on the kind
spirit that I have nysclf slways met with from the Imperiesl Authoritics
in the cxercise of the dufy with which I wes entrusted for the protectiosn
of encmy interests in Japan. Thet which is possible in the netropoliten
oree,should 1% not be in the areas brought under the jurisdiction of the
Imperial Forces?

I should be hzappy if, thanks to the very obliging intervention of
Your Excecllency, I should be eble to inform shortly my Government thet the
nisunderstcndings which oceurred a¥ Shenghal -~ btecouse it cen never be in
question, in my mind ot least, as only misunderstendings - have been
fortunctely dissipoted.

I thank you in advence fcr the corsideretion you will ploase give
vo this request of ny Goverment, and I beg you to accept, M. le iiinistre,
the assurances cf my very high coneiderstion.

Signed by the Swiss Minister

To Eis Excellency

M. Menoru SEIGEMITSU
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Tokio
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CC.1l.1l.-caw. : Tokio, 2 June 1943
1o L W 48

M. le Ministre,

As Your Excellency knows, the cuestion of prisoner of war camps
hes given rise to a series of problems of which cnly one has been solved
ax of which the others are still under consideration. Amcng the pending
matters there are three which are extremely importarm to the countries %o
which belong prisoners of war. They are camns to which visits by the pro-
tecting power are allowed, camps in Japan which have still to be visited,
as well as the time of visits.

Camps in occunied territories. The Military Authoritics have
decided thet camps outside the metropolitan area camnot be visited. The
American and British Governments have protested againat this order and
request that, in conformiiy with the Geneva Convention, the camps be visited
as soon as they are esteblished. On this point, it may be stated that, if
Japan establishes all nrison camps in occupied territories, the whole of the
Convention will become a dead letter so far as relates %o visits to prisoners.
The Imperial Government has not yet replied tc this present demand of the
American and Britich Governments and the Legation considers it extremely
important that a definite decision be made on this matter.

Camps_in the metropclitan area. As to camps in Japan, ry Legation
has received permisslon 4o visit several of them and I thark the Military
Authorities for the reception which they have given to my delegate. There
are other camps concerning which the interested Governments desire to ob~
tain informotion which I have not yet beea able to give them. I would
therefore be obliged if Your Excellency would. take the matter up with the
Military Authorities and inform me of the camps which I may visit in the
near future and also the approximate month when these visits may be made.
A programme of vieits to casps would be very useful to the Legation. Per-—
haps. it would not be inconvenient for the Ministry of War to draw up a
programe.

Time of wvislts. It is also of importance to me to know the time
which must eiapse before my Leogation may visit the camps which have alrealy
been visited., There is no doubt that the Imperial Gover ment is favorable
in principle to periocdical visits to camps. It has never been stated that
visits to prison camps can ounly take place once. The Geneva Conveatilon
in this matter sets ocut no vrecise rule, but it is according to the spirit
of the Convention that camps should be visited periodically. I would
therefore be very obliged to Your Excellency if you would submit for the
consideration of the Militawry Authorities the ocuestion whether in principle
the camps could be visited at more or less regular iutervals (two or three
months, for example). My Legation would be happy for the reasous underlying
the splrit of the Geneva Coaveniion to make visits as frequenily as the
Military Authorities ce.ciis; orportune., These visits are, in effect, as
experience has shown, aﬁ%ﬂﬁmn comfori for men separaied a long time from
their families, from theis country and whose ceptivity lasts till the end
of the war,
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As to the facilities accorded to the Swiss delegates to visit
the camps, many requests have been made by the American and British
Governments., I have submitted them to the Impmerial Government. Some
of these have not been granted 2nd the interested Governments have
requested that I again endsavor to obtain satisfaction. Some new
requests have also been made and I have submitted them to the atten-
tion of the Imnerial Authorities. For the present, I confine myself
to three questions, to be informed as to visits in camps in occupied
territories, visits to camms not yveb visited in the metropolitan
area and lastly the question of the regularity of visits.

I would be extremely obliged to Your Excellency if you would
inform rme of the views of the Imperial Govermment oa these matters,
and in thanking you in advance for your kind response, I beg you to
accept, M. le Minister, the assurances of my highest esteem.

Signed by the Swiss Minister

-
To Eis =zxcellency
M. Meamoru SHIGEMITSU
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Tokio
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CC.1l.1l.-daw. Tokio, 2 June 1943
8C. 1. 5.1,

M. le Ministre,

As Your Excellency knows, the cuestion of prisoner of war camps
has given rise to a series of problems of which only oune has been solved
an of which the others are still under consideration. Amcng the pending
matters there are three which are extremely importarmt to the countries %o
which belong prisoners of war., They are camrs to which visits by the pro-
tecting powesr are aliowsd, camps in Japan which have still to be visited,
as well as the time of visits.

Campe in occupied territories. The Military Authorities have
decided that camps outside the metropoliten area caunot be visited. The
American and British Governments have proitested a2gainst this order and
request that, in conformlity with the Geneva Conventioa, the camps be visited
as soon as- they are estaeblished. On this point. 1% may be stated that, if
Japsn establishes all nrison camps in occupied territories, the whole of the
Convention will become a dead lefiter so far as relates to visits to prisoners.
The Imperial Government has not yet replied tc this present demand of the
American and Britich Governmenis and the Legation considers it extremely
important that o definite decision be made on this matter.

Camps in the meiropolitan srea. As to camps in Japan, my Legation
has received permission o visit several of them and I thank the Military
Autherities for the reception which they have given to my delegate. There
are other camps concerning which the interested Governments desire to ob-
tain informotion which I have not yet been able +to give them. I would
therefore be oblized if Your Excellency would take the matter up with the
Military Authorities and inform me of the cemps which I may visit in the
near future and also the aporoximzate month when these visits may be made.
A programme of visits Lo camps would be very useful to the Legation. Per—
haps, it would not be inconvenient for the Ministry of War to draw up a
programe.

ime of wvisitsz. It is also of imporftance to me to know the time
which must elapse before my Legation may vieit the camps which have already
been visited., There is no doubt thet the Imperial Gover ment is favorable
in principle to periodical visites to camps. It has never been stated that
visits to prison camps can only take place once. The Geneva Convention
in this matter sets out no vrecise rule, baut it is according to the spirit
of the Convention thet camps should be visited periodically. I would
therefore be very obliged to Your Excellency if you would submit for the
consideration of the Military Authorities the question whether in principle
the camps could be visited at more or less regular intervals (two or three
months, for example). My Legation would be happy for the reasous underlying
the spirit of the Geneva Coaveniion to meke visits as frequenily as the
Militery Authorities cengider opportune. These visits are, in effect, as
experience has shown, a ﬁg&% confort for men separaied a long time from
their families, from theid country and whose captivity lasts till the end
of the war., ¢
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As to the facilities accorded to the Swiss delegates to visit
the camps, many requests have been made by the American and British
Governments. I have submitted them to the Immerial Government. Some
of these have not been granted emd the interested Governments have
requested that I again endsavor to obtain satisfaction. Some new
requests have alsc been made and I have submitied them to the atten—
tion of the Imperial Authorities. For the present, I confine myself
to three questions, to be informed as to vicits in camps in occupied
territories, visits to camps not yet visited in the metropolitan
area and lastly the question of the regularity of visits.

I would be extremely obliged to Your Excellency if you would
inform re of the views of the Imperial Govermment on these matters,
and in thanking you in advance for your kind response, I beg you to
accept, M. le Minister, the assurances of my highest esteem.

Signed by the Swiss Minister
-
@ Eis Zxcellency
. Mamcru SHIGEMITSU

iinister ol sore. Al fairs
Tokio ‘
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CC.l.l.—dat."-

The Swiss Legation has the honor to inform the Imperial Ministry
of Foreign Affairs that they did not fail to communicate the contents
of the note No. 1lo/C.R. of April 22nd last, to their Government, for
the information of the Government of the United States.

This latter Government has requested the Federal Government
%o insist, once more, in their name, tc obtain on behalf of the Swiss
delegates, the right to talk without witnesses to the prisoners of
war in the hands of the Japenese Forces.

I, immediately take this opportunity, to request the kind
intervention ¢f Your Excelle rcy in order %o ask the Ministry of War if
they could not meet this request from the Government of the United States.

The Americen Gover ment has, once more, given its assurance
thet the delegates of ceuntries charged with Japanese interests in the

United States and in other American territory, have full right to talk

without witnesses with Japanese subjech%s, whether they be internees or

T T ey

M
nriscners of war whom they are visiting. Thus, in the event of a favor-

able repliy from the lmperial Govermment the absolute reciprocisy would
be aesured to Javan in this mather.
The Legation takes this oppcrtunity to renew tc the Imperial
vinistry assurances of its high esteem.
Tokio, 4 June 1943
The Imperial Ministry

of. Foreign Affairs
Tokio
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Tr. GAIMUSEHO

TOLYO
¥o. 189/C.x.

VERGAL JOTE

The Imperial Ministrv of ZForeign Affairs has the honor to
acknowledge receipt from the Swiss Legaticn of a note, No. CC.,l.l.-dat.,
dated the 4th of this menth, informing us of the desire of the Govern- .
mcnf of the United States for an arrangement to let delegetes of the
nrotccting Powrrs intervicw nrisoners of war without the vnresencc of
guards,
e inistry hastens to inform the Lezation that Artiecle 13
of our countryv's detailed heguletions Zelative to the Treatment of

“risoncrs of "ar, stipulatcs that a guard shall be present when

e S ———

wriscners of wer erc interviewed, and that it 1s not pos=sible to

s N S T
— P—— I ——— Ll e
- . - - ——— TR

modify our trcatment of prisoners of war wracticed in conformity with

the saild article.

24 Jun- 1943
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CC.l.2.7.—-deu. Tokio 28 June 1943
CC.l-l"‘

. le Ministre,

By letter of 2 June I have the honor to submit to Your Ex-
cellency certein questions concerning the vislts to prisoner of war
camps, particularly to camps situated in the metropolitan area.

It appears from a recent communication from the Government
of the United Statcs of America that it attaches the greatest im-
portance that I be able to visit as scon as possible the priscner
of war camp at Hakodate.

I would, therefore, be very much obliged to Your Excellency
if you would inform me of the decision of the Imperial Government on
this subject, am take this occasicn to remew, M. le Ministre, the

assurances of my highest estcem.

Signed by the Swiss Minister

To His Excellency

M. Mamoru SEIGEMITSU

Minister of Foreign Affairs
Tokioc
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¢C.1,1l.~deu.

The Swiss Legation has the honor to acknowledge receipt
of jote No. 189/C.E. of 24 June from the Immerial Ministry of Foreign
Affairs by which 1% is made kmowr that as Article 13 oflthe Regu—
lation regarding treatment of prisoners of war provides for the
nresence of a witnese for every wisit which is made to them, it was
not poseible to change the treatment of prisoners in this respect.

The Legation had not failed to make knowm this infermatilon
to its Govermment for tiie attontion of the Govermment of the United
Statos of America.

A% the same time, 1% would be very much obliged to the
Imperial Ministry if it would provide for its files the %text of the
above mentioned regulations, and tekes this opnortunity to renew

assurances of its high esteem.

Tokio, 8 July 1943

Te Irmerial Ministry
of Foreign Affairs
Tokio
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CC.1.5.1/2:1.2/1.1.-dgu. Tokio . 16 July 1943

M. le Ministre,

Referring to oF letter of 26th May last, I have the honor to
inform Your Excellency that I am required by my Gover ment to semd to
the Imperial Gover ment the following renly from the "nited States CGovern-
ment on the subject of treatment of prisoners of war and civil interneces
in the hands of the Japanese authorities:-—

"The United States Goverrmean’ has received the Japanese Govern-—
ment's communication of 28th Max.1943 fo the Swiss Minister at Tokyo (see
letter Wo. 151/ C.R. of 26th lay last) and has noted both the assurance
that the Japsnese Govirnment will communicate the results of the investi-
gatlon of each indVENET o1 "T"f'éatnent _of an American national in

¢ €n renorted by the United Statcs ﬁ%vernment
'ﬁf%ﬁgt?géésuranbe THP{ ‘the Jopanese hovernmcnt will apply the provisions
of the Geneva Prlsngg£5 of War Conveation of 1929 %o the ireatment 5 SRS
prisoners of war in its hands and that {t will anoly reciprncallv The
“Srovisions of the same Convention tn the treatment. of Givilian Internees
in so far as those provisions are adaptalle.

"The United Stetes Goverument continues to attach the greatest
importance to the granting of Jananese permlssion for Swiss representatives
to visit all prisoner of war and civilian internment camps in Japan and
Japanese occupled territory, perticularly those in Taiwan, the Philippines,
Java and Halaya and the camps in Indo-China o :erated by the Japanese
Authorities and for the appointment of delegates of the Intermational
Red Cross Committee for these areas to carry on the recognized functions
of such delegates including the visiting and reporting on conditions in
campss In this connocction the United States Gover ment wishes to remind
the Jepanese Governmont that Article 86 of the Gencva Prisoner of VWar
Convention provides that representatives of the protecting Power shall
be permitted to go to any place without exception where prisoners of war
are interncd.

"Notec has been taeken of the Japanese Government's statements
that in scme areas the necessity of proteclting the security of Japanese
Armed Forces and othor strotegic considerations make it unavoidable for
the time being not to allow free activities by nationals of a third State
in those areas. b is observed, however, thot Taiwen has been under
Jepanecc control for many years ‘end thet the Philipnires, Java and Yolaya
have Ddeen occupled by . npanese Military forces for many months.
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"The Japenese Government is also reminded that Article 7 of the
Geneva Convention provides that prisoncrs of war shall be evacuated from
the zone of combat in the shortest period possible after thelr capture.
The United States Govermment considers that the Japanese Government has
obligated itself under this provisicn of the Convention to remove American
nationals held as prisoncrs of war or civilian intornees from areas where
active military operctions are bteing carried on to camps outside those
areas wherc representatives of the Swiss Government and the delcgates of
the International Red Cross Committee may visit them.

"Reccgnlzing that rumors with regard to conditions of internment
naturally tend %o arise ln time of wor whcther or not thoy have any basts
THPEEE, the united Stebes Govermment hes grantcd every facility %o the
Spanish ropresentatives charsed with the protection of Jepanese intercsts
in the Continental United States and to the delegates of the International
Red Cross Committee to the end thet the Japanese Govermment might have
unbiased neutral remorts on conditions in prisoner of war cemps, intern—
ment c:mps end relrcstlon centers where Jepanese nationals in the United
States are gnthered. I-reover, vislts by Swedish and International Red
Cross representalives have been permitted to those camps in the Hawaiin
Islends where any Japanese are interned.

"The best essurance that Jepan is fulfilling its undertaking to
apply the provisions of the Geneva Priscners of “ar Convention to the
treatment of priscners ~f war in its hends and to the treatment of civ-
ilien internces in so far as those provisions are adaptable to civiliens
would be afforded by allowing representatives of the Swiss Covernment
to discharge their obligation to visit all camps where orisoners of wer
and civilien internees are held end by allowing delegates of the Inter—
national Red Cronss Commlttee to carry on the recognized functions of thelr
cffice. The failurce of the Japenese Government to grant reciprocal fac-
ilities for the neutral inspection of civilian internment and prisoner of
war camps in 21l areas under Japenese contrnl can lead only to the con-
clusion that the reports of Americon mationels held by the Japenese
Authorities being trested in 2 menner fer below the standards of the
Gencva Convention are nnt mere rumors but are grounded on fact."

Plcase accept, M. le Ministre, the assurances of my highest
esteem.

Signed by the Swiss Minister

To His Excellency
M. Mamoru SEIGEMITSU
Minister of Foreign Affairs

1

Tokio
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TH: GAIMUSE®
TOKYQ

ho. 2447/C.R, 23 July 1943

11, 1o Ministre,

I heve the honor to acikmowledze receipt of Your Excellency's
letter Yoy CCel.l.dow. dated 2nd ~une lest, communicating the deosires
of tho Governments of both thr United Stetes and Grest Britain re-
zarding the nroblem of visiting prisoner of war camps.

As rrgards risoner of war cawcs in the occupied arcas, a
notification will be mede to Your Exeellency if the time com's when
permission cen be grented; and as regarcs prisoncr of war camps in
Jopan propcr which have net yet been visited, pormission will be
grentod graduslly at a favoreble onpertunityv. Permicsion for

seriodic visits tec these camps thnt heve alrecdy becn visited, shall

not be granted in advance; but in case o visit is desired, consideration-

will bec ziven to eonlicatiors made on all such occasions.
I wieh to scnd Your Exccllency the above -renlv.
Please s&ccopt, Your Excellency, the rencwed assurances
of my highest estcom.
/s/ lamorn SHIGEMITSU
(SEM) -

¥inister of Foreign Affairs
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CU.1.58.1)2.1.2f1. 1. ~dan. Tokio, 29 July 1943

Y. le Ministre,

Following my letter of July 16th, I have the honor to inform you
that considering the verv great importance which is placed upon the welfare
of +their nationals in the Philipnines, the Gover ment of the United States
of America insists once more in demanding that the Ilinister of Switzerland
be authorized to designate a delegate charged with visiting the camms of
war prisoners and civilian internees cituated at lanila or in other localities.

In this respect, I dare to observe that no control could be csrried
out until now in the Philippines respecting the application of the Covenant
of Geneva through the iilitary Authorities. The Internstional Committee of
the Eed Cross has not obtained to this day the right of having an authorized
reoresentative in the Philippines. Therefore, the Federal Authorities will
be happy if the Imperial Authorities see the possibility of assuring in the
Philippines, as in Japan Prcper, the normel functioning of the code of war
prisoners.

By reason of the notadle importance which is placed upon this
guestion of principle, I shell be extremely grateful to Your Zxcellency if
he will consent to examine once more with the iiilitery Authorities if it
will not be possible %o remedy the present situation, in the nrover interest
of the great »nrinciples which sre the basis of the Coverant of Geneva of
1929.

Flease accept, M. le Ministre, the assurances cf my high regard.

~r
S T

Signed by the Swiss Minister

To zis Dxcellency

ii. Mamoru SEIGEMITSU
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Tokio
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By letter of 23rd July, Mr. SHIGEMITSU gave to the Swiss
Minister certein informeation on the subject of visits to prisoner
of war camps. He informed him in verticular that a new request must
be mede each time the Swiss liinister desired to visit a camp which
had already Leen visgited.

The Swiss Legation has the honor to inform the Imperial
Ministry for Foreign Affairs that the British Government cconsiders
it extremely importent thet it obtain informetion concerning camps
at Tokyo and Yokoheme.

The Legation would be extremely ohliged to the Imperial
liinistry if it would inform me when the deleéate of the Swiss liinister
nay be eble to visit the above mentioned camps which have only been
visitcd once in December last.

In thanking the Minister in 2dvance for his kind response,
the Legetion tekes this occasion to rcnew the assurances of its

hizhest esteen.

Tokin, 23 August 1943

The Immerisl Minister
of Forelgn Affairs
Tokio




Drcuwent Vo, 2853-A (36) Pege 1

Clalel.—-
CC0102'70—dsu.

By letter of 28th June, 1943, the Swiss iinister had the

honor to inform M. SHIGEMI:SU thet the Government of the United States

[—

i

considered it extremely importent thet the Swiss Legetion be authorized
to visit prisoner of war camps at Fekodate.

This favor having been grented to the International Committee
of the Red Cross, one cannot sce why it has been refused to the protecting
DPOWET.

Having hed no renly, the Legation once more brinzs this matter
to the attention of the Imperial Minister for Foreign Affairs.

The Legation wruld be obliged to the Minister if he would inform
the Legation as tc the intentions of the militery authorities on the sub-
ject of visits to other camps (camps alreedy visited and cemps not yet
visited). It would be heppy to be able to accomplish its duty in ccn~
formity with the stipulations of the Geneva Ccnvention.

It takes this occasion to renew assurances of its high esteem.

Tokio, 4 September 1943

The Imperial Minister
of Foreign Affairs
Tokio
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CC.1l.1.—deu,

(CC.1.2.4.-
6C.1.2.7.—
CC.leZ:8.~)

R=¥0224)
By letterVof 23rd July, M, SEIGEMIISU geve the Swiss linister

certain information concerninz visits to prisoncr of war camps. He
infoermed him, in particular, thet a new request mest be mede each time
the Swiss Minisier desired o Visit camps a.ready visited.

o’

Following this principlz, the Swiss Legation had the honor
to inform the Imperial Minister frr Foreign Affairs on 23rd August
that it desired to visit camps at Tokyo end Yckoheme. It has not
yvet received any reply. ; R
—

Also in the above mentioned letter the Minister for Foreign
Affairs informed the Swiss Minister that, as regards camps in Japen
not yet visited,; permission %o visit weould given from Gime to time.

e s I

The Legetion therefore applied to the Ministry by notes of
28th June and 4%h September that it De allowed to visit the camp ot
Hekodate and on 29th July to vieit the camp at Hireoka. These re—
quests have also not been replied toc.

The Legation informs the Imperial Ministry thet it con—
siders it extremely important that it obialn as scon as possible
permission to visit the above mentioned camps.

In thanking the Minister in advence for his kind reswonse,
it takes this occasion tr renew assurances of its high esteem.
Tokio, 22 October 1943
The Imperial Minister

of Foreign Affairs.
Tokio
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CC.l.1.-deu.
CC.1.2.4.
.27
1.2.8.
“he Swiss Legation hed the honor nn severesl cccasions, the
last by letter of 22531 Ocvnber, to seek the gond ~ffices of the
Zfairs for the purpose of wvisiting

= e A
SOTSIEN ATTAL

Imperial Ministry for 3
es soon as possible prisonexr cf war camps at Tokyo, Yokohame ,

Az the Minlstry will remembter, the delegrte
and

Eskodate and Eiracka.
of the Swiss Minister has n-nly once visited camps at Tokyo ¢

Yokohame,, in Decemher last, while those at Hzkodate ard Hiraoks heve

never been visited.,
e

e Legeticn once more brings this

havinz had no reply, th
be: pf

stry. I considers it to

matter t» the attention of the Minis
extreme importance to know the decision of the Imperial CGovernuent.

The Legetion takes this opprrtunity to renew to the Ministry

essurances of its high esteem,
10 Decenber 1945

Pekio,

The Imperial Minister
of Foreign Affairs
Tokio
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CC.1.1.-EDGd. Tokio, 12 February 1944

M. le Ministre,

I hed the honor on several occasions to draw the attention
of Your Excellency uc the iuportence which the EBritish and American
Governmentis attach to visits to prisoner of war and civil Internsce
campsa

On 22rd July last, you ianformed me that, so far as concerns
prisoner of war camps in cccupicd verritorizs, authority to visit
would be given to me when it was opportune o do so. Also you in-
formed me that a now application must be made erch time 1 desire to
visit cemps which heve already been vislued.

In view of the forsgoing, I regquested by letter of 29th
July the right tec send a dsicgal: te the campz in the Phillippines,
Y1 . o b A v e NP T ~ 3 A\ PP, 3 S— ]
Hy Legaticn Intervencd with lhe Minlster for Forelga Affeairs by
notcs of 23rd Auvgust, 4th Szptouber, 22 October, 17th November,
10th December, 25th January end 4th February, asking for thse right
tc visit cemps at Hekolate, Hirsoka, erd Niigale, and %o revisit
cemps a2t Fukuoka, Tokyo and Yokohema. Noane of thase requesis have

yet been replied to.

The Goverments of the United Kingdom, Austrelia, New
Zegleand, South Africa and Indie leve requestcd ny Government tn make
to the Imperial Government e formal demand to autherize the protecting
power and the International Commitiee of the Bed Cross to visit all
cemps of priscners of wer end civil internces in Japan and in occupied
regions.

Plecasc accept, M. le lMinistre, assurances of my highest
esteen.

Signed by the Swiss Minister

To Hdis Excellency

M. Memoru SHIGEMITSU

Minister of ZForeign Affairs
Tokio
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€C.1.1.-EGc.
CC.1.5.2-'°
CC.1.2.4.

Beferring to previous communications, the Swis¢ Legation has
the honor to inform the Imperial Minister for Foreilgn Affairs thot the
British Government has expressed a desire thet the Swiss Minister be
enabled to visit as snon es possible prisoner of war cemps. The Govern-
ment of the United Kingdem considers it especially important that camps
at Tokyo, Oseke and Fukucka mey be visited again, for they have only
been vislted once.

Furthermore, having learned that new camps hove been established
in Tokyo and in the district of Fukuoka and that priscner of war hos-
pitals were being esteblished et Shinagewa and Meji, it has requested
thet priscners nf wer in such places be visited without delay. In this
regard, the British Governmont has stressed that in other counbries rep-
resentatives of the protecting power are eble to make fraguent visits
t5 prisoner of war cemps. This is sc even in Germany where camps are
visited by representetives three or four times a year.

In addition, the Goverment of the United Kingdem has reccived
very elerming reporys on the physicel condition ¢f priscners of war in
epan and it believes thet they 2re made Lo perform very severe works

It is desirous of cblaining infermetion on this matter.

In these circumstences, the Legation once more asks the
Imperiel Minister when the Swiss Min!ster will be authorized to scnd
delegates to prisoner of wer cemps in Jepan. It would be ohliged,
furthermore, to the Minister if he would communicate the information
requested by the British Govermment on the physical condition and work
of prisoners of war.

In thanking the Minister in advance for his kind and prompt
response, the Legation tskes thos occasion to renew essurances of 1ts
high esteemn.

Toklo, 13 larch 1944

The Imperizl Ministry
¢t Foreign Affairs
Tokio
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-
The Swiss Legation has the honor to inform the Trperial )ﬁ[,yaa
Ministry for Poreign Affeirs that, acceording to & communication from oy

the British Grvernment the/Domel gZency hes recently quoted la a radio
broedcest an arsicie in the Vippon Times in which sprcars the follow—
ing phrasc: ("The JeponeSo OrwETInon, wiil trke steps to facilitate
extensive observatiouns by obJecwive privies, should more pronf te
needed 2bonl THC CLCEGHELL NI PraScNoZs oL wel. ")

-

The Leﬁztirn informs the Ministry that the Government of
the Unmted Kl”’&“m is referring no deubd t’ ¢ phrase in the ariicle
13th Pebruavy lagt (mer xgwmmiyidn),gnﬁkphq@
L GAncalas Lhc following sentence: "If

"Atr001ﬁv qthxﬂts'f~

s8t1ll nmore preol were ceeded, there is nn drubt thet the Gorvernment
will teke steps to facilivete more exbteasive observations by obhjective

parties.”

The London Govermment coasidars that this indicetes thrt the
Japanese Govermment is prepared to agree to the requests to permit
representatives of proleciing DﬁWuTb in the Far Zast to visit ceops
of prisoners cf wer which have not yet bcon visited end tr revisit
those rlready visited,

The Legaticn would be glad tn know the inteatisn of the
Imperial Authorities cn the subject of visits %0 nrisoncr ~f wer
cerps, 2nd tekes this cpportunity te renew 1 Ministry assurances

to %the
of its high esteen.

Fokio, 25 March 1944

The Imperial Ministry
of Foreign Affeirs

Tokio
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i 6 5 X Perscnal Tokic, 30 March 1944

You knoaw that I have not been satisfied with ny activities -as
representative of foreign interests in Japan. The results do not
correspond to the efforts. —I-cemsec-this-in 2 concrete fashion as shown
by the stztistics of my services and requests which have been made by my
Government probebly at the request of the Gevernments who have confided
their interests to us, I desire to confine myself for the moment to my
requests t~ visit prieoner of war cemps. Reviewing the many personal
requests nade over more than two years, I find that from lst February, o
1942, to 15th March, 1944, I have intervened 134 times in writing. These
134 notes or letters hove orought exactly 24 replies from the Gaimusho,
Most of these replies ere either negative or forward to me decisions .
nade by competent suthorities. It also appears that since last July -
and this 1s confirmed by what I have mentioned to you severzl times -
the Gaimusho does not even renly to most of ny requests. I have received,
in fact, three replies in nine months.

: You will realize without difficulty that this result is not
brilliant, especially if one tezkes into aceount the fact that my requests
are all founded upecn the well-known stipulations of the Geneva Conventions.
It cannot be doubted thet the requests made are those which are generally
nede between belligerents on the treatment of prisoners of war.

These facts speak for themselves and I helieve that it would
perhaps be of interest to submit them to your chiefs end particulerly to
His Excellency the Minister for Foreign Affairs,

I teke into account not only my own difficulties, but also our
comnon difficulties, for I know that in this respect you reply each time
you receive a response from the military authorities, and who knows, after
all, if the above sunmary, which is eloquent of the results obtained, will
not aid us to get cver the impasse in which we heve been for months. The
impasse hes existed, as you well know, since before the atrocity" cem—
peign launched by.the.American ~nd British Governments. It is perheps
necessary to search for the ressons for the public protests made by the
Governments et London and Washington. The fact is that I have not been
enabled to send them replies fcllowing the many requests which I have
been ordered to meke to the Imperial Government. I do not desire to do
more, 28 I have often seid to you eand as I have myself expressed to
Mr, SHIGEMITSU, than to contrlbute to the improvement of the situation,
but it is necessary thot the many requests of the Legation receive better
response.

I do not wish to 2bandon hope in this metter, and I beg you to
accept, my dear Minister, my kindest regards.

Tc His Excellency

M.Minister Tadakazu SUZUKI

Inperial Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Tokio
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000151. R EG’h. Tr‘kio ’ 10 Ma:’ 1944.
22 1l.1.

M. le Ministre,

Frllowing previous communications relative to cemps of »nrisoners
of wer and civll internees in the Far East, I have the honor to bring to
the knowledge of Your Excellency that the Govermment of the United States
of America hes furnished the following information as to visits %o
Jopenese prisoners of war end internces' cemps in the metropolitan area
nof the United States and at Hawaii:

"HKepresentatives of the Spanish Enbessy and the Swedish Legaticn,
which have undertaken the protection of Japonese interests in the contin—
ental United States ond territory of Hawail respectively, heve made fre-
quent visits in the course »f the last tro years to all places without
exception where Japanese nationals have been held as prisoners of war,
evacuees, internees or detzinees and have been freely allowed to inter—
view them without witnesses and have been permitted the zreatest freedonm
in insvecting all features of the various places of detention.

!
¢ “ i "The Renresenta*1vvs of Spain visited Tula Lake relocatic
,i'cv o center 5 times, Central Utah relocation center 4 times snd to the other
8 relocation centers o visits heve been made tc each of then.

"Fort Missoula and Kenedy internment camps under Department of
Justice heve been visited 5 times, Santa Fe internment cemp has Dbeen
visited 4 times and 4 visits were mnde to Seagoville before the Jepenese
nationals were transferred elsewhere.

"Since the ﬂpenin~ of the Crystel City intornment camp to Janwenese
nationals in March 1943, 2 visits heve been made there and also to Kooskie,
which was opened in May last year.

"Before the removal of the Japanese nationals from Tuna Canyon and
| Fort Lincoln, these camps were visited at least 3 and 2 times respectively.

"Durinz such tine as Jepanese netionals were held in the detentinm
stations £t Seattle, Chicego, Sen Pedro, Denver, Griffiths Park, Forst
Howard, Selt Leke City and other cities, frequent visits to them were meode
by thc Representetives of the Spanish Imbassy.

"The Spenish Consuls at_Sgn Zrancisco end New York may visit =t
will, uo~n applicetion to the Commander of the two stations, the Japenese
held at Sharp Perk, Sen Francisco and Ellis Island, New York.

"The Spenish Eepresentztives made 1 visit to Fort Sill, 2 visits
each to Cemp Livingston, Lordsbury, Fort Sam Houston, Fort Lewis and 4
visits to Fort George Meade during the time when Japenese civilians were
held in custody of the Var Depertment.
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"One visit has been made by the Spanish Representative to the
Jopenese priscners of war ot Carp McCoy and previously meny of these same
Priscners were visited at cther camps.

"Jeprnese netionels held in detention in the territory of Hawailil
have recently been visited by the representative of the Swedish Legetinn
in Weshington. These Jepenese were previously visited several times by
the Swedish Consul at Honolulu.,"

The State Department has also mede known that it has received
fron the Spanish Amhassador at Weshington 2 request to vieit all places
in the United Steates where Jepsnese subjects are interned. In order to
essure reciprocity in %his mebter, the Weshington Government desires %o
know the steps takea by the Japenese Government to authorize Swiss rep—
resentebives to viszit all places not elreedy visited in which American
citizens ore detained,

The Governunent of the United States is perticularly anxlous that
visits %e nede to cemps in Theileond, in Burma, in Melaye, in the Nether-
lands East Indies and in the Philipnines, which have not been visited since
their esteblishnent, which trnck nlace in some cases move than twoe years
2g0. It conmsiders 1t ~f extreme importence thot the Swlss representotives
be granted the freilitles provided by the Geneva Prisoner of er Conventinn
of 27th July, 1929, which 2re enjoyed by the Spanish end Swedish represen—
tetives in Americen territory.

I would therefore be obligzed %o Your Exeellency if you would in—
forn me of the intentions of the Imperizl Government cencerning visits to
camps not elrendy visited in the Far Best, particularly thoe which are in
the sbove mentioned regioms,

In thenking Your Excellency for his kind response, I deg $ou to
accept, M. le Ministre, the assurances of ny highest estcom.

Signed by the Swiss Minister

To His Exccllence

M. Momoru SEIGEMITSU

Minister of Foreign Affalrs
Poklo
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C0.1.1.EAb. Te His BExcellency
M. Minister SUZUXI.
Menorandaun
Visits to Friscner cf Ver
Cerms in Occupied Territorics

In the course of the exchenge of views with the Imperisl Minister
for Foreign Affairs, on the subject nf visits to prisoner ~f war camps in
territorics occupied or controlled by Japsncse authorities, the Swiss
liinister drew attentinn tr the fact thet these visits were rendercd nost
difficult because the Swiss have not cbtained the authority to protect
American and British interests in the saild Territories.

Referring tn the advice of the competent authorities, it is
pessible to point to a contradiction between the fact ~f the Swiss not

being authorized to represent these interests in gonerel end the outhoritv 5

whic“ was. given to then fe visit nrlson ceaps in occupied territdrios. The
Swiss Minister‘hes had nccasion tn stete tc the Imperial Ministry for
Foreizn Affeirs end, 4in perticular, to SEIGIMITSU, that the Swise for their
part do not crntend that an euthority to visit the cemps in gquestion will
be en implied abendonment of the principle which the Imperial Gevernment
believes should be edopted so far as concerns the protection of American
and British interests in the sald territories. The Swiss have nbtained in
exccpbional cases authority to visit prison cemps at Hong Kong without
having contended that their mandate to protect foreign interests should

he extended in e general menner to Hong Kong. The Swiss Minister has com—
manicated te his Government the difficulty which according to the Imperial
Governrient is an ohstecle tro the neking of visits to camps in occupied
territorics end the Federsl Governnent hos forwarded this advice to the
Government ~f the United States.

The foregoing has been confirmed by the Swiss Governnment, which
states that it will not conesider that the fact that the Swiss have been
cuthorized teo visit the seid camps will be interpreted as a2 change in the
attitude edopted by Japan on the gquostion ~f the representation ~f American
interests in cccupied territories. The Washington Government stetes, in
effect, that the two cuestlions should be dealt with separately. It states
thet on 25th April, 1943, Svein was charged with the representation of
German and Italirn interests in French North Africa, At the seme time the
Swiss hed been cherged with protecting Germen and Italian prisoners of wer
in the United States. This establishes that the question relating %o
prisoners of war cen well be scparsted from the general representation of
foreign interests.

The Swiss Minister thouzht thet this example cited by the United
States itself weuld be of interest to the Imperisl Government, end asks for
it the genercus ccnsiderstion of the competent Imperiel authnrities.

Tokio, 30 June 1944
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0C.7.1.-EAb, Tokio, 1st July 1944

M, le Ministre,

4s I have had occasion %o refer several times to the competent
services of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Government of the United
States nf America hes learned with great satisfaction that Your Excellency
is explerirz with the competent authorities the possibility of euthorizing
ne to visit priscner o»f war camps in occupied territories. It hos in-
‘orned me that it awalts with greet intercst the result, 2nd emphasizes
once more the great importance whlch it attaches to a satisfectory de—
cision on a2 metter which has caused it great concern.

Lfter the interview which I had with Yrur Excellency on 3rd May
last on the subject of the reply of the Imperial Government to complaints
nede by the Governnent ~f the United Stetes reclating to the treatment of
Anericen prisoners of wer in the power of Japen, I heve informed ny Govern—
nent for transmission to the Govermment nf the United Stetcs of the attitude
which the Imperisl euthorities have adeopted towards the Americen protests.

SﬁL’ﬁJL/ In this regard the Government of the Unitod States has requested me to in—

:‘an},/forg*Yﬂur Excellency thet "the published rcnorts to which M. SH

objects) are accounts of the sufferings cf ‘nerican na?ionels
‘Epenese necupied territﬁries thrt come into the ;Eng§_ﬂi,Aggxican.“gangies
from relisibic sources.” 1t sdds thet "to end the publication of such
accounts, JOPERTHNS only to remove the eonditions zivinzg rise to such ac—
counts and permit Swiss representetives so to inform the United States

Governnent,"

The Goverment of the United States sets out in addition th-t it
is obliged to "inform its citizens of the condition of its netionals in
eneny custody" end nakes the fellowing observations:

"The persistent refusals.of the Jepenese Governnent..to allow the

‘151ts by the representatives of the protecting Power to camps lrcated in
Jepenese cccupled territories leads naturally to the conclusion thet con—
ditions in these areas continue to be unsatisfactory end such as to nmeke
Jepen ashamed to have them obaerved by Neutrals. The Japanese Government
has et its commend the most effective method of removing the causes of un—
favorable reports and thereby preveniing the future publication of such
reports if it zives reality to its numerous professions of its intentions
of epplying hunmenitarian consideratinns in 1its tresatment of civilian
intcrnees and prisoners of wer and if it mokes the doproyements proniscd
by Minister SEIGEMITSU, The Anericen Government will be in a position to
Vvives and friemds of the American nationals held by Japan
with regard to their condiftion and trestment when the Jeprnese Government
accords the Zmericen netionals the humeniterisn treatment it hos pronmised
ané when it permits the Swiss representatives to visit 2ll places vhere
Anerican M ionzals 2re held and to verify and confirm thet their trest—
nent 1is in accordance with the promises of *he Japenese Government. The
Americen Government keeps entertaining the hope that the Japanese Govern—
ment will e persuaded without further delay to ensble the representetives
of the Swise Government to visit ~11 debelned Americans wherever they may




Document No. 2853-4 (45) Page 2

he detained. There would seen to be no reas-n why such visits - without

prejudice to the juridical poesitinrn teken by Japan on the questinn of

representation of eneny interests — should not be permitted by the
epanese Gnvernment,”

As Your Excellency hes stated, the Government of the United
Stetes refers to the Jepsnese promise relative to visits to camps. It
camot refer to a formel promise, Your Excellency having only promised
to examine the question, without giving any guarantee as to the resulst
of this examinstion. I consider it necessary to be precise in this matter
in order %o prevent any misunderstanding,.

Concerning the last point nentioned by the Government of the
United States on the subjects of visits %o prison cemps and the genersl
rcpresentation of Americen interests in occupied territories, I sent only
vesterday o memorandun relative %o the ecmpetent services of your Ministry.

It would he of grest interest to me to know the reactions or the
decisions of the Imperisl Goverment whieh these remarks of the United
States Governuent caused, snd, in awaltinz a communication as to this
natter, for which I am very much obliged to Your Excellency, I beg ycu
to accept, M. le Ministre, assurances of ny highest esteen.

Sizned by the Swiss Minister

To His Excellency

M, ¥Memoru SHIGEMITSU
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Tokio.
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Imerial Authorities have recently informed the Swiss
Minister that he will be authorized to visit all nrisoner of wer

camps in Japan.
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The Swiss Legalicn recently vis
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considers it extremely important to know when it cen visi
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The Governments of Grest Britain and the Unitcd Stotes of
Anerica Qnsistfthnt these visits teke place.
| I\

Also, the Legabion would Te ohbliged to the Irperisl Ministry

n Affairs if ¥V would inform it, if poseidle, the intentinns
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THE GAIMUSFO 12 August 1944

T Y0

i

I havs thre honor to eclknowledze receaint of Your Exeollcuey's
lotter NMo. CC.1.1.7AG of list July, regerding tne trceiment of fmeriecan
netinnals in the hends of the Zmpire, and the visiting of prisonsr of
var camps in the Jamanize cccunicd areas,

proteat by the United States Government to
a

the treatment of un?r_.ﬁn nabtionals now in the hends of the Imperiel
Government, communicaced | roh Your Sxcellency's letter of 2nd iisy, the
Imperial Government's czln;on apd general principle on the above trcstment
ere just as I have slrealy reiated in delail to Your Excellency in my
1otter dated 28th of April.

As regards

1
ﬂ b

Your Excellency has slso been already informcd of the Imwerial
Government's opinion on ihe da which the United States
Government had iawuched against . me time with the above
protest. I wish to inforw Your Excellency that the Irmer Goverament
shall makc no changes whabtever in its attitude in this rege

gl
ard.
The reasons for the Aifficulty et the moment to grant ncrsons
of a third counlry permiseion to wvisit priscner of wer camps in the srese
occupied by ths Javancse Army, kave also been stabed in my letter of the
28th 4pril. Eowever, the fact that I had informed Your Excellency thet
the sbove permicsion to visit the camps shell Ye considercd,only goes
to show the Imperiel Government's fair attitudc towerds the problem of
treeting cnemy nationals accordingz to the above mentioned estcblished
orinciples in the face of difficuliier. The result of this consideration
shall be communicated to Your Ixcellerncy later.

Mioreover, what I would like to once more call the carsful
attention of the United States to, at this moment, is that it is con-
sidercd a matter of greatest inportance thot ftreatment of enemy nationals
should bc wmanzged according to the spirit of the 1929 Convertion, even
in situations not predicted by it.

Especially it is expotted that the united States Government will
give prompt ernd full considecration from the s%andpoint of humanity to
the reguecsts of the Imperial Government on this point expressed to Your
Excellency in my letter of the 28th April, and thet the results will be
made known to this Governient. The Imneriel CGovornment reauests Your
Zxeellency to properly communricete with the United States Government
on this metter.

T

Jef lemoru SHIG

B ITSU
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winister of Foreign .
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2L GAIMUSEOQ
TOKYO

¥o. 223/C.R.

VER:AL NOTE

The I'merial iHinistryv of Ioreign Affairs hes the honor to
cknowledge receipt, from the Swiss Legation in Tokyo, of a memorandum
e CC.l.l.BAG,datrd 21 July, requesting permission to visit prisoncr
of = cerips in Jemen. In renly, I wish to scand Your Excellency the
opinion of the Impsrial Government os follows:

o

€L
o
&L

In th: abovrs » morendum, the Swiss Legetion in Tokyo hes
statcd thet, “-rqnjglh4m,n€mlgnwxigL Authoritics heve rotified the.
Minister of Switzerlend thet vicibs to all prisoncr of war cams in
JaPen sholl be pernitted.™ oW Ter, 1f this 18 a quotation Of“the
20emen v the Ioperiel Minister of Foreign Affairs in the con-
versations with the above Minister ol 3 ”‘V}ﬂ I wish to point out thst
the etatement, "I shall do as rmch as L can as rogcrdq visits to carms
in Japan.proper.end China T weas Tedc et that Gime DY the Fore e

AT ‘Bv the nrcigr

Actuallv, e delegonte of the Swiss Minister has successively

visitcd the prisoncr of wver camps in Negoya, Wiigata, end Tokyo, after
the above conversstione, ond the Swisg Legaetion has exoressed its
satisfaction to the Immerial auchorities cond¢erned.

It has alresdy becn cxpleined thaf it is our policy to let
the Irperial Aut-oritics concerned greduelly grant porﬂins1on to visit

othe r _Ceps -hon anpllcgtioﬁs are m de on faca occzslon BV ﬁtmafﬁff“'“

Pw

15 August 1944
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£5.1.1.-Rle. Tokio, 17 August 1944,
¢« M, le Ministre,

I had the henor to receive your letter of 12th August in which Your
Excellency informed me of the views of the Imperial Govermment concerning
visits to prisoner of war camps requested by the Government of the United
States of America and also treatment in general of subjects of enemy countries.
As Your Excellency has asked me to do, I have forwarded the contents of the
letter to my Government to be transmitted to the Govermment of the United
States.

I take advantege of %$his oprortunity to acknowledge receipt of the
memorardum of 15th August in which the Ministry of Foreign Affairs informed
me that it is not correct thait Javan has agreed to authorize visits to all
camps of prisoners of war in Japan and %hat it cannot undertake %o do so. I
have noted this communicebtion and have informed my Government in order to
prevent any misundersianding.

g On the other hand, the seme memorandum stetes that "the commetent
“ avthorities intend to authorize vieits o other camps as and when the
{ Legation requests it."

As I have frequently expressed $c M. SUZUKI, it would be difficult
for my Government to assume such resnonsibiiity. The Swiss have never re-
ceived a list of prisoncr of war camps in Japan and it would te therefore
impossible Vo apply to visit camps the existence of which it does not know.
Your Excellency will understand that the Swiss Govermcnt camo’ be made
responsible for the fact that a camp has not been visited simply because,
not knowing of its cxistcnce? it has nnt made any request to that effect.

In reality, the Federal Government has requested since the out—
break of hostilities in the Pacific to be allowed to visit all camps of
prisoners of war belonging to the countries whose laterests the Swiss rep-—
resent. In conforrmity with my Instructions; I have made numerous requests
both verbally and in writing on this matter. I have apnplied also to the
military authorities teo inform me of the camps which I may visit. I am
entirely at the mcrcy of the Minigtry of Wer and am prepared to visit any camp
at any time.

If for one reason or ancther the Minigtry of War considers it
preferable thet I rensw my requests to visit for each particular camp, I
will e prepared to dn so, but I request Your Excellency bthat you wrocure
for me a compliete list of prisocacr of war cemps in Japan. Such list has
always been denied me and 1t wovld give me great help.

I consider that it will be sufficient to inform Your Excellency
of the impossibility of my Government accepting a responsibilisy for camps
not yet visiled and that Your Excellency will consent tr reconsider what I
think is a2 simple misunderstandiag.

——
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The misunderstending amnears more anparent since the Legation has

+not only done all which it is required to do in relation to visiting

prisoner of war camps without exception; it has already demanded that it

be informed at what interval of time it will be allowed to visit once more
camps alrcady visited., It has insisted in conformity with its instructions
on the regularity of visits, but this quesilon is still uuanswered =nd I

dc not know yet the opinion of the Ministry of "ar on this subject.

I would be exiremely happy — end Your Excellency will also shere
ny sentiment which is also that of my Govermment — if it would be possible
to prevent in svch an important matier misunderstandings on the obligations
and responsibilities of my ¢ountry. The Swiss will not neglect anything in
order to accoxplish conscientiously the many duties of protectinn which they
have assumed and it does not reques’ to visit one cemp more than another.

11 prisoners of war belonging to the comntries which she represents are en-—
titled to equal assisvance from her. It goes without saying that for prac-
tical reasons it will be impossible to visit all the camps the same day or
the same week. Visits oughi necessarily to be staggered, but it is for the
Imperial authorities to decide the cemp to visibt and the deay of such visit.
I will accept, I repeal, only the decision of the Ministry of War: I am in
this matter at i1ts entire dispesition.

With the idea that these explanations have definitely removed the

misunderstanding which hos occurred end in the kmowledge thet Your Excellency

will understand the attilute which is prompted by the conditions under which
it is bound to visit prisoner of war camps in Japan, I teke this occasion
to rencw to you the assuraances nf my highast esteemn.

Signed by the Swiss Ministoer

M. Memoru SEIGEMITSU

Minister of Foreign Affairs
Tokio
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CC.1l.1.-EGec. Tokio, 12 September 1944

M, le Ministre,

By letter of 1lst July, I had the honor %o bring to the knowledge
of Your Excecllency a communication from the Goverment nf the United States
of America on the treatment of American subjects in the hands of Japan and
on visits to prisoner of war and civil internees' camps in the Far East,
particularly in occupied territories. On 12th August Your Excellency sent
re the reply of the Imperial Govermment to the above mentioned letter and
as I informcd you by letter of 17th August, I sent the reply tc my Govern—
ment to be transmitted to the Vashingbon Gover ment.

In the meantime, the British Government has expressed the desire
to be joined in the request which I made on lst July in the name of the
Govermment of the United States.

In this regard, I repcat the terms of the American communication
and request thet the Japanese Government accerd to British subjects In
the Far East humene treatment in conformisy with the principles which it
has promised t~ spply and thet it authorize as socn as vossible Swiss
representetives to visit 21l British in"the Far Bast who are detained
or interned.

I will be cbliged to Your Excellency if you will let me know
the reply of the Imperial Government to this British request, and beg
you to accept, M. le Ministre, assurances of my highest estecem,

Signed by the Swiss Minister

———— S e

To His Execellency
M. Memoru SHIGEMITSU
. Minister of Foreign Affairs
N Tokio o

- o/
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Memorandum

According to a communication to the Swiss Government, the British
Gover ment is very anxious to get positive information on the Japanese
Government's intentions regerding the visits by the Protecting Power cf the
prisoner of wer camps in occupied territeries. It drew especially the at-
tention of the Federal Govermment t» the fact that since the interview in
May lost between H. E. the Jepzncse Foreign Minister and the Swies Minister,
the question did nnt realize the leest progress in spite of all end in-
cessant efforts made by the Protecting Power.

In thet respect His Majesty's Govermment — it did not kmow yet
at that time the definite reply of the Japenese Governmcnt about the ship~
ment of food and medicines through e Russisn port - presented the following
rerarks:

There is no improrement to be noted, except 2 slight increase
in the volume of mails from the Far East and better facilitics to
visit the cemps in Jepan proper. But this latter point is a minor
crncesslion since the camps referred to are those in which the laest
unsatisfactory conditions exist. There is no doubt that the very
strong public feeling existing in the Sritish Cormonwealth on this
subject is fully known to the Japenese Government, slsc that a public
demand for a further stetement elucideting conditions of British war
priscners snd civilien internees in thg Far Fast 1s rising. A public
statement cannot be avoided and, in the present state of things, it

cannot be a reassuring ocne. hls Majesty's Govermont will be com-
pelled t0 publicly repeat their resentment at the lasting unsatis-
factory conditions to which British was orisoners end civilisns are
exposed while held by the Jepanese, unless it can announce before
long some definite improvement as to underline the Japanese Govern—
ment's perticular agreement to the granting of permission tn visit
all camps not yet visited.

The Swiss Minister would be very gled to know whether the Imperiel
Gever ment is of the opinion thet some improvement could be brought about
in the near future to the present situation where no visits to the cemps
in occupicd territories, except in China, are allowed.

Tekyo, Octcber 28,1944
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CC.1.1.-ZAa.— Tokio, 10 November 1944.

My cear Minister,

The reply which you have given to my colleague -ossi on the sub-
Jject of a written confirmstion which I am awaiting frem iiinister SHIGENITSU
has put me in an extremely embarrassing situaticn.

As vou know, M. SEIGEMITSU spontaneously offered to confirm in
writing thed which he had steted *erballymggggggning.xig;xgwxg“p;;§gg§;
of”ﬁﬁ?‘cgb%leﬂhgghﬁbied terrltor‘es. I have duly informed my Government
that T’ﬂ%ﬁi&“ﬁe “sending to 1% in tWor three Cays the text »f the written
reply from the Minister for Foreign Affairs. UMy Gov-rmment would cer-
tainly have advised London and “ashington. It apvears now that you will
have learned of M. SZEIGEXITSU's offer. He has not given me a confirmatien,
but a new communication made after certain exchanges of views between the
military authorities and the delegate of the International Committee of the
Red Croes. What I desire tec obtain is exactly what was offered to me by
M. SEIGEMITSU - writton confirmation of the decision of the .inistry for

ar.

I know thet you will realize that it will be difficult %o inform
ny Government that a misunderstaniing has arisen. The confirmation which
M. S:IGEMITSU promieed me is s~ simple that I make once more an appeal
to your goodwill to 2et me out of the very unfortunate situation in which
I ar a% the moment. If you think it opportune, I am prepared t» request
an audience with M. SEIGEMITSU to prevent any further misunderstanding.

You will do me a great service in sending this simmle confir-
ration. I ask for nothing more.

Plecase accept, my dear Minisbter, my kincest regards.

ie Excellency

M. winister Tadakazu STULZUKI

Imperial Ministry of Zoreign Affairs
Tokion.
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THS GAIMUSHO, TOXYO Tokio, 12 ¥ovember 1944,
Deny Minister, 010 B
I wish to reply tn your lctter of 10th instent expressing my
regrets that you arc in en embarrassing situetion. It seems thet it is only

» miswlsrstonding. Mr, SHIGEMITSU said in the course nf the interview of
28th Qctoher:—

"The question ~f visits to camps in occupied territorice hes Yeen
the subject of full consideratinn on ~ur part and we heve alreedy come to a
conclusion which ncught to give great satisfaction to interested Governments.

"Permissicn will De given t~ ropresentetives of the Intcrnatirnal
Committee of the Red Crese e visit these cempe ~n eondition nf reciprocity.
I do not know exectly where fthey will be allowed, but I think thet those of
Shonan, Manile and Theiland cen be visited. As to these matters, nlease
consult Mr, SUZUKI. "o wlsh tn renly in writing it~ the memorendum which
you sent to us nn this subject."

And Mr, SHIGEMITISIL sdded thet he did not desire to do anything to
discrecdit The Federel Goverment.

It is true that we have taken a long time in sending the written
reply. \I think thet your symp:s gcolleagye hag given to you at my re—
quest my sincere excuses.) The fact is that the promised deteils are im-
portant and we wish to give them in writing, but thet does not mean that
certein exchenges of views are necessery tetween the military authorities
and the Internztionsl Committee. Briefly, our replyiwill bYe t0 confirm and
couplete whet Mr, SZIGEMITSU has tcld you, but what hes happencd is thot the
representotives of the Committee can crmmence their visits to Menile,

Shonan end Bangkok.

I understand through Mr. Bresi thet you have informed Berne of
this new situation following your crnversetion with Mr. Shigemitsu. Yeru
heve donc this end your communicetion will not be ignored. In the mean—
time, if you like, you cen censider this letter as confirmation in spite of
16s form not being officiel, fer which I apolegize. Bubt I have replied as
gcnn #& possihle. On the other hend,e written reply will net be delayed
vyery long now.

I hrpe that these fow lines will rid you ~f embarrassment, and I
beg you tc accept, my dear Minister, my kindest r-gards.

/s/ T. SUZUKI
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The Swiss Legation has the honor to bring to the attention of the
Imperial Ministry of Foreign Affeirs the subject of visits to vriscner of
war comps. Lt was able to visit at leest scme cemps in Japen, such as
N¥egoya, Niigate, Koawaseki (Tokio), Hekodate, Wekeyema. There are, however,
meny cemps which have not been visited for a long time, and many cothers
which heve ncver been visited at all by the Protecting Power.

The Legation would be very much obliged to the Ministry if it
weuld indicate the cemps which his delegate may next be able to visit,
with the date of visits.

The Ministry is nct unacqueinted with the fact thet the British
Government and the Government of the United States of America attach to
this question the greatest impertance. They have expressed the desire
that the delegate of the Swiss Minister be able %c inspect as soon es
vossible the camps not yet visited and the cemps which have not been
visited for a long time.

In thanking in edvence the Imperial Ministry for its kind
responsc, the Logotion takes this opportunity to renew assurances of its
high csteem.

Tokio, 16 Nevember 1944

The Imperisl Ministry
of Foreign Affairs
Inkio
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CC.1l.1l.-EhAa.~ Trkio, 17 November 1944
Iy Dear Minister,

Your letter of 13th Nevember e¢nncerning my interview with the
Minister for Forcign Affeirs is in my possessinon and I thank you for it.

The procedure followed is different from thet which I was led
to belicve. Instead of a conformetion pure end simple of what was said
to me by Mr, SHIGEMITSU, I have received a detalled communication on the
intenticns of the Imperizl Government. The result will be practically the
seme end I am pleesed thet I will nct have to go back on the cable to my
Goverment, since you have been gnod enough tc give me official confirmation
of the statements which were made to me by Mr., SEIGEMITSU. I am extremcly
obliged to you for hoving done so.

-

I have noted thet your letter deoes not mention the Netherlands
Indies. Have all visits to these territories been excluded? You will
remcnber thet Mr, SHIGEMITSU did not meke any distinction in occupied
territories. If we spoke of the special case of Thaillend, it was on my
~wn initiative, because I have been charged by ny Government, as you know,
to rcquest thnt the protecting Power be suthorized te visit cemps in =
country with which we have for 2 leng time had diplometic reletions. It
would bhe of much interest to me to know if the military authoritiee camot
accede to this dercgeticn from the general rule which hos been ~dopted.
However, I an not asking for en cfficirl reply. A word from you will be
sufficlent to satisfy my Governnent, but as fer es Indo~China is concerned,
I an certain thet London in particular will want to know why it wes in—
cluded in the decision adepted by the Imperiel Government. The question
is tco importent to be passed over in silence.

You will perheps consider it opportune to state in the note
which I expect to receive from the Minister the reasons why competent
suthorities will not permit visits in the soid territories.

In thanking you sgoim very much for the great kindness with
whiech you have responded to my request, I beg you to accept, my deer
Minister, my kind regerds.

His Exccllemy

M. Minister T. SUZUKI

Imperial Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Tekio
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=is Zxcelleney, M. Comille Gorges
ENTOV ;tcrnoriirﬂrr ard inisle Tecrmonr 1044

¥
2lenisotentiary for Switzerlard

rat Britein for

States =nd G

prisoner of wer and vilian \ : eas,
nade %through Your Excellenov's lettbors ated 1 Ja»v erd 12 Senterber,
the Immerial Gevernment, after smesial co:s1durﬁuwor of the mnetter as
1 heve once replied to Your ZXeellsuaey through my letter No. 222/C.R.
datcd 12 August, has row decided to grart pmormission for visits as in

A

the following. Therefore, I beg of Your Exgcellerncy tn crrmunica
natter t~ the governnents ccncerncd, and give this Govermnent a nrarmd
reoly g8 t~ their intenticns.
The Imperial Grv rnment has been e-nsidering the problén ¢

granting neti~rales -f a third country vernissicn t- visit oriscrer
wur and. c1v1119n internment camps in varicus in the south; and it
has, in ity with the desires of the ~f the Uanited
States, Great Sritain, snd other Allied Netirne, end accodence o tk
request by the Inter: nittee (snecially refer $o
Your Bxcellency's letter N:. CC.1.1. &ubfa 12 Februery), cecided ta
rocegnize temperarily, at the cccesirn of visits, the prsition ~-f Ren—
resentative Delegate of the Interraticrnel Red Crrss Committee in Tokye
te persons ennnected with this orgenizati-n ~n the sp2t and who ers
accepted by the Imperial Government as aopropriate; and to graduelly
grant such persons pecrmissicn $c visit priscner of war end military
intornnent carms situeted in vplaces thet will not er the nilitary
onerations. This will sh~rtly be carried rut in ca : he Philipoire
Islands, Singenore ord Thailand, end necessary negotiations with the
: ittee shall e com-encs irmltenesusly

ot

tha condition thet
nther Allied
delegates ~f
it Japanese oriscrers
ve areae nf occunstion,
S

The absve pernissicn shell be granted o
th? Goverroents ~f the United States, Greet “rite
letions will, under the nrineiple of recipracity, grar

the Internaticral hel Crrgs Cronittee peroission te vi
ol wer end - elvilian internment canps in their respect
i

H-m
13,
e O

&

Especially as resg: the United Stetes, the Iiwmerie »wornment shall meke
it a eonditior thet merrission will be grented f-r-visits $~ Japenese
prisoner »f wer end civilien interncent cerws in Jew Caledonia, Saipen,

lrase aceept, Your Excellency, thc renewed asgurances »f
highcst estecn,
fa] Vemnru SEIGEMIPS
iinister -~f -orelgn Affairs
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cC.l.1.—-FEAc. Tokio, 12 December 1944

M. le Minister,

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter
nf 8th December in which Your Excellency informed mt »f the
decision nf the Imperial Gnverment on the subject of visits
to prisoner of war and civil internce cemps in occupied terri-
tories.

I hove transnitted the contents of your cormmnicetion
to my Government to be forwerded to the interested Governments
and hope to te eble tc inform you without delay of the attitude
of these Governnents, perticulerly coneerning the question of
reciprocity.

Please accept, M. le Ministre, assurances of my highest

esteen.
Signed by the Swiss Minister

To His Excellence

M. Mamoru SHIGEMITSU
Minister onf Foreign Affairs
Teokic
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CC.lal."‘EG’c-

3y nnte of 16th Wovember the Swiss Legetion hed the
honor to recall the attention of the Imperial Ministry of Foreign
Affeirs to the fact that neny prisoner of war carps hove not yet
Deen visited end that cthers heve not heen visited for a2 long time.

Tre Legatinn considers it of extreme importence te know
the ceamps which 1% will be possihble for it to visit and the dete of
visits.

The Governments nf Britein and the United States of
Anmerica insist that the Legetion visit 28 socn as 1t is 2bhle to
¢o so the above mentioned camps.

In thenking the Izperiel Ministry in advence for its
kind response, the Legation trkes this occasion to renew assurenccs

of its high esteem.

Tokio, 3 Jenuary 1945

The Imperisl Ministry
of Foreign Affairs
Tnkio

o
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CC.1.1.~-FGd.

Refrring to previous commnications, the Swiss Legation
hes the honor to inform the Imperiel Minietry of Foreign Affairs
thet it conslders it of extreme importence to knmow whet prisoner
cf wer comps it will be e2ble to vieit immediately.

The delegate of fhe Swiss Minister has recently visited
the principal camp of Tckyo at Omorl snd the hospltel a2t Shinagawa.
There are still meny cemps which the Legetion has not yet visited
or which it hee not visited for a long tinme.

In thanking in advence the Imperiasl Ministry for its
kind response, the Legetion takes this nccaslion to renew

assurances of 1ts high esteen.

Tokio, 16 Merch 1945

g RS GENN ASTT STS RTRAE C M

The Imperisl Ministry
of Foreign Affairs
Tokio o d
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CC.1.1.-FGd. Toklo, 7 April 1945.

M. le Ministre,

By letter of 8th December, Your Excellency informed me of the
decision e¢f the Imperial Government on the subject of visite to prisoner
of war and civil internees' camps in occupied territories. You stated,
in particular, that permission to 7visit these camps would be given on 1
condition thet the Eritish Government, the Government of the United
States of America and ths allied governments would permit on econdition
of reciprocity the delezales of the International Committee of the Red
Cross to visit prisoner of war and civil internee camps in regions
occupied by those countries.

The Ggé%rnment of the United Kingdom;requests that I inform
the Imperial Government that the delegates of the International Com-
mittee of the Réd Cross have for a long time been allecwed to visit
Japenese prisoners of war in the British Empire and that accordingly
full reciprocity already exists.

Pleese accept, M. le Ministre, assurances of my highest

esteem.

Signed by the Swiss Minister

To His Excellency

M. Mamoru SEIGEMITSU

Minister of Foreign Affairs
Tokio
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CC.lQl.—Fqu.

The Swiss Legatisn has the homnor to inform the Imperial
Ministry of Foreign Affaira that bthe Government of the Uaited States
of Americe has agaln requesied without delay repdris made on visits
of the delegzate of the Swiss Munister to prisoner of war caups et
Tokyo, Yokchama, Xobe, Osaka and Hagoya.

The Legation has intervenel on many occasions with the
Ministry, ths last time by note of 16th March, with the object of
obtaining permission to visit again cawmps which bave not been in-
spected for a long time., I¢ has alsc reguested that vigits take
place at regular intervals and has stresssd the iuportance that
the Governments which the Swiss represent in Japan attach to this
question, All these requests have received no reply.

As the Ministry will remember, the delegate of the Swiss
Minister has ecnly been able to visit this vear two cazvs, nemcly
the principal cemp at Tokyo and the prisoners' hospital in that
city. These visits took place in the month of February, thet is
to say neerly fcur months afiier the visit which the déilegate hed
made to the prisoners' hospital at Kobe and the camp et Wakeyama.

The Legebtion would be therefore obliged to the Ministry
if it would inform it of the names of the cemps which cculd be
inspected now, as well as the exact date on which such visits may
take place.

In thanking in advance the Imperial Minist  for ite kind
response, the Legation takes this occasion to renew agsurances of
i%s high esteem.

Teokio, 17th April 1945

The Imperial Ministry
of Foreign Affairs
Tokic.
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CC.1.1.-A.2.5.34.— Karuizawe, 19 April 1945
Fha.—

M. le Ministre,

I have the honer to bring to the ajttentiosn of Your Excellermy
thet my Government hes designeted M. Brwin BRuch s delegate of the Swiss
Minister to visit camps of prisconers of war asd civilisn internces.

He relieves M. .Pierz, who ras been actineg in that olsce for my
. ) > * .
Legation, but has nct been abls to rejoin his post in Jepan.

The Foreign Ministr. hes been informed of these choanges by a
separate note.

It has been many wieks since I have asksd the Ministry to let
me know if the Mililary Authorities have eny *cason to advance ag=inst
the nomination of M. Ruch as delegate to visit the camps of prisoners of
war. I believe Articledf5 cf the. Prisoner of War Ccde provides in effect,
"The delegates ought to De named by agreeuwent so that they will exercise
their mission." This demarl has bocn repeaited many tires to the Ministry,
but, in spite of all my .efforts, I have not obtalned any response.

After this long and inexy’icable silence, my Gevernment nat-—
urally is desirous that M. Ruch be ebles to exercise the power which has
been confided to him; since the Military Authorities have not given any
valid reasen sgainst the choice of this delegate. The gocd character of
M, Ruch is beyond the slighitcst blemish.

He hes been on the list of the Diplomntic Corps in the position
of Attache, the Militory Authorities heving ot different times expressed
the desire thet the Swiss Minister choose his delegete nreferably from
colleagues appearing on the list of members of the Diplomatic Corps.

It is my constant desire to give setisfacticn to the Military
Authorities — not only hove I twice consulted on the choice of M.Ruch,but
agein I have called him Atteche c¢f the Legation; I hope then thet |
M. Ruch, who elready has vislted some comps in his official position, will
obtain all the help that the Military Authorities hove been willing to give
in the past to my delegetes.
I thank in advence the Ministrv of ¥War, and at the same time, the
e G :

Prisoner uf ‘ar Bureeu for their kin
| T E—— N

In esking Your Lxcellency to consent to communicetion before
going to the Imperial Ministiry of Yar, I take this occasion to renew,
M. le Ministre, the assurances of my highest regard.

Signed by the Swiss Minister
To His Excellency
M, Shigenori T0GO,
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Tokio
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CC.l.1.-FGeca
GE.1.2.5.
G0, 1.3:1D
Atde - Memoilre

The Swiss Legetion hes mede representations on many occasions
to the Imperial Ministry for Foreign Affairs on the sulject of visits to
priscner of war camps which have not been inspecied or which heve not
been visited for 2 long time. The last visit of the delegate of the
Swiss Minister took place on 19%h February at the principal camp ot
Tokyo ond the prisoner of war hospital at Shinagawe.

In the meantime, the Legation has exnressed a desire to make
further visits in its letters of 16th March and 17th April. The
Legation requested in perticular that it be authorize’ to visit comps
in Tckyo, Yokchame, Kobe, Oseke and Nagoya.

In 2ddition, by notes of 3rd and Sth April, the British
Govermment demended thrt visits should e made to camps at Formese
and Mukden.

All these notes have remained unanswered.
The Legation attaches the greatest importance to kmowing
the name of the camps which it wllil be @ble to visit soon, also the

date on which the visits may be made.

Karulzewa, 28 April 1945.

(Note written in ink:
Sent by the Minisier %o
Minister SUZUKI, 26 April 1945 p.m.)
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,0C.1.1.-FGe. Tokio, 10 May 1945

M, le Ministre,

By letter No. 379/C.R. of B8th December, .
of the decisinn on the svbhjiect of Tiels by representatives of the celevatlon
of the International Corfiittee ni the Led OrHsSs 1N Japan t0 Prisoner ~f war
and civil invernee camms in occupied territories. Your predecesgsor stated
that the permission to visit camps wowld only be granted on conditirn that
the Britiseh Government, the Grverament of the Unitcd States nf America and
the Allied Governments permitted on condition of reeiprocity delegates of
the International Committee of ,“e Eed Cross to visit camps of Jamanese
prisoners and ciril igternees in the regions occuoied by those countries,

/The Imoerial Goverament expressed the desire in particular that nermiesion
be given to visit camps in J‘w ualndﬁnla, Salpaa fﬁnlan end Guam.
have the honor to bring to the knowledge of Your Excellency thet
the Government nf the United Steles has requesbted ny Government to furnish
the following communicatinon tc¢ the Immerial Fovernment:-—

ﬂ‘m

"The United States Government has given consideration to Japenese
Government's proposal tn permit visits by revresentatives of the International
Red Cross Cemmittee to certain specially designeted prisoners of war and
civilian camns in Japanese occupicd tcrr¢t0rv It is noted thet Javurése
Govornment proposes that the United States Government make arrangements to
authorize visits to prisoner of wer and internmcnt czmps where Japenese
nationals are held on Saipan, Tinian, Guam and New Caledonia. The Jananesr
Govcrament offers on basis of rceiprncity to euthorize visits by represente—
tives of the International Red Cross Committce to priscner of war camns at
Singapore, prisoner of war hospital in Thailand and to Santo Tomas civilian
camp at Manila subject to exigencies o mllxtr“V operavicrs. The United
States Government notes with gratificetion the evidence of the Japanese
Government's willingness to take this first step to permit visits by rep-
resentatives of the International Red Cross Committee to cemps never
visitedsbefore by representatives of the protecting Power or International
Red Cross COJ&lttPG. It points eut, however, that in view of the fact that
Ameri i Santo Tomas camp harec now been freed by American
Forces i% is obviocus that hffcr tﬂvauthnrlzo visits bv representatives of
Eﬁg:liﬁffh;&ig;gl_ﬁgd_ﬂzasﬁmﬂgmm;L*§r to Sentr Tomas C'nb_h§§ no valuc at _
this fince thus limiting materially the rcc1proc1tv cffercd bv the sapanesc
Government. The Tnited States Govermment requests clarificatirn ~f the
Japancse Government's offer to nermit visits by International Red Cross
Committec ropresentatives tn civilien camps at Singa-nre where American
nationals are held. Are reprcsentatives of the Internatinnal Red Cross
Committce ‘authnrized tn visit prisoncr of war camp in Thailand where American
nationals are held by Jananese Authorities? The United States Government
alsno desires assurance that renmresentatives of the protecting Power and the
International Fed Cross Commitiee are authorized rogulerly to visit and A
report cn all camps in Japan prrper, Fermosa, China and Manchuria wher
American nabicnals are held.

, | &
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Uprn receipt of satisfactory clarification of points reised by
it, the United Steates Government is prepared to arrange for accredited
representetives of ths protecting Power and the Intermational Red Cross
Committee regularly to inzpect camps where Jeponsse netionals ore held 4n
Saipen and to report on cenditions under which thoy are held. Although
not previously ﬂ:onosed to the Japanese Government, the United States
Government is prepsred to maks arren ements for “1siLu by representatives
of the protcct*ng Power end the International Red Cross to Guam and Tinian,
It will 2lso endeavor to obbain permission from appropriate Authorities
for visits to cemps -n Yew Caledonis where Japsnese netionals are held
in American custody."

mcd him

As Your Bxcellency will remember, I heve already inform
in my letter of

of the attitude of the British Government on this matier
7th April to M. SEIGEMITSU.

I draw the attention of Your Excellency to the fact that the
telegrem containing the abovementioned communication only reached me on
4th May, although it h~d been sent from Berne on 1lth Apriil,

In asking Your Excellency for the response of the Imperial
Government to the present communicaticn, I take this ncecasion to renew,
M. le Ministre, assurances nf my highest esteem.

Signed by the Swiss Minister

To His BExcellency

M. Shigenori TCGO

Minister of Foreign Affairs
Tokio
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CC.1l.1.-FGc. Very Urgont Zeruizawse, 16 May 1945

M. le Ministre,

I have the honor to draw Your Excellency's attention to the many
requests concerning visits to prisoner of war cemps in Japan which have
not been inspected or which have not been visited for & long time. I heve
requested on meny cccesions thet & progremme of visits be prepered =nd
that visits be made at reguler intervels. During an interview which I
had with Generel TAL in the month of Jamary lest, I drew his attentinn
to the importence which the interested Governmeuts attached to this
matter. He stated that I would receive full satisfactign.

In the meantimc, as Your Excellemcy knows, my delegate has orlv
been eble to visit this year two cemps, ncmely the Eri pal, camp ?t
Tdkxg and tgc“grlso‘prs‘ hDSUiUPI in tku% CLivFe “These vielts took place
in the month of February, thet is £o say, nearly Jour months ?ftq; tho
vls;wwﬂgigg my delsgate mede to the_prisoncrs' hospltal au Kobe n&

the cemp at Wﬂkavama.

RN

In a new communication the British Government hes stated thet
the protecting Power hns nob zisited for e Jlong time prisoners.at Shanghei
and Bangkok, It is frankly surprising tn heer of the new difficulties
which Jepan H@gégg,to the Swiss in carrying out their duty. It is noted,
in coffect, thot the Prisoner of Wer Bureau favors the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross and it is impossible to undersbvand this discrimina-~
tion.

The Government of the United Kingdom hes requested in conseguecnce
that I express tr the Imperial Goverment its great dissatisfaction with
this stete of affairs, which I also regret. % is insisted that{ the as-~
surances which have been given be promptly realized and thati a programmec
of visits be drawn up for at least three months for camps in Jepan.

I would be extremely cbliged to Your Excellency to intervene
urgently with the Minlstey of War and to en=able me to give without delay
a satisfactory reply. It would interest me in p?rtlcul ir to kmow if, since
the reorgani?ation cf the Prisoner of "ar Bureau, Japen has decided %o
modif WIS - aLh,;uda,ccnq;xnlng Tisits to camps, The difficulties

ch I have experienced in obteining permission to report if the prisoners
are treated in conformity with the principles of the Genevae Convention are,
in effeect, surprising, and it would be extremely regretteble if my Legation
should be met with new obstecles in a matter in which, by reason of its
requests and its efforts, it hnd cbiteined scme results which enabled i%
to expect favorable consideration.

Please accept, M. le Ministre, assurances of my highest esteem.

Signed by the Swiss Minister
To His Excellency
M. Shigenori TOGO
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Tokio.
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CC.1l.1l.-FFd. Karuizawa, 30 May 1945

M. le Ministre,

Fofiow1ng my letter of 10 May last, I have the honor to
bring to the attention of Your Excelleney the terms of a new
commurication which I have just received. The Internstional
Committee nf the Red Crcss a2t Geneva asked the Governmert of the
United States of America for authorization tr visit camps in which
are interned some Jepanese nationals in Tinian, Sailven, Guem, and
the one in New Caledonia.

The Vashington Government declares it is ready to grant
the request of the Committee of Geneva when the Imperial Government
shall have favorably answered the “ommunieation th:t I trensmitted
by my letter 2bove mentioned.

Pleese accept, M. le Ministre, assurances of my highest
esteem.

-~

Sizned by the Swies Minister

To His Zxcellency

M. Shigenori TOGO

Minister of Forcign Affeirs
Tokio.
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0C.1.1.~¥DFd. < Keruizews, 30 Hay 1945 )

o
Q\ — i

By letter of 1Eth May last, I had the honor 4o draw the at-—
tention of Your Excellency tc the number nf requests which I hed mede
to eneble me to visit cemps nf prisoners of wer in Jepen which heve
never been inspected or which heve not been inspected for 2 long time.

M, le Ministre,

I informed you also that the Government of the United Xingdrm
hed requested me to insist onte more thet the Imperisl Government
allow the prontecting power to visit prisoner of wer cemps ot reszuler
intervals and thet a programmc of visits be estrblished covering o%
least thrce months.

Aceording to e further communication which I have received,
the Gevernment of the United States of Americe joins in the request
cf the British Government and on its pert protests sgainst the diff-
culties which I heve encountered in sending ny delegates to cemps
contelning Americen prisoners of war.

It states, in effect, that in 1945 only the cemp at Omori
and the hospital at _Shinagewe were visited and thet no report ¥
becn furnished to 1% either by the protecting Power or by the Lntbr—
netionel Comnittee of the Red Cross since 1943 on the camps of -

y Hiresoka  Hirohata
Yokohare . Kemaighi
Kenegawa-Yokohane 'g Sakurashima
Kobe | Amegasaki
Chilklko g Lentsuji-Mukoshime

and since 1944 on the camps of -

Formosa Hekodate
Tokyo—Kawesakl, Nos., 2 and 5 XKemiiso
Niigata Muroran
Gsaka No, 11 Hospital at Xobe.

Fukunke Nos. 12 ond 17

The Washington Government states in ~ddition that, to 1ts
knowledge, there still ere in Tokyn, Yokohama, Hakodste, Fukuﬂka,
Zentsuji end Knbe—Oszica priscner of wer camps which h,vc never been
qfficielly announced by the Imperinl suthorities ~nd which in eon—
sequence heve never been visited. 1t requests me, thercinrc, %0 in—
form the Imperiel Government that it insists that the delcgeates of
the protecting power and the Internetionel Cemmittee »f the Red Cross
" be euthorized without delay to visit 211 camps in Jepan in which
American priscners of war sre detained.

g
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Please accent, M.

esteem.
To Eig
M. Shigsano

Foreign Affairs
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TEE GATMUSEO
TOKYO e

Wo. 143/C.R. T,

In His Zxcellency, if. Canille Gorges
Envoy Ixtraordinary and Minister
flenipotentiary for Switzerland

M. le mMinister,

I have the honer to "ckrowledge receipt of Your Zxcellency's
letter No. CC.1.1., FGAd dated 7 tpril last, inforaing us of the acceptance
by the Government of | rect Brivein, "?“?ﬁe Izperial Goverrment's proposal
of & December 1S44, regarding peraission te visit prisoner of war and
civilian internment carps in areas occupied by Jenan.

In connection with this matter, the Internetional Red Cross
Conmittee also hed informed this gevernment by telcgram dated 6 Anril
of the acceptance, w:der recinrocal cornditions, of the nronosal in ~uestinn
by the Netherlards Gnvernrent as well as the Government of Great Britesin.
Therefore, it is expected thet the Governmcris of the United States and
the ‘other Allied etions will have no objection in »rinciple tn the said
nroposal.

In this conzectior, the I”Lfri?j Governrient has decided t~ lose
no_tine in  hayine o represcriative ol e IhCCInatIoNET Hed Croes committee
visit the hogpltaluir the prisorer ~f war cemn in Tnmllchd A8 TEegercs
visits to orisoner of war o 1pe 1T lialava, Celiberations ere nresently
under way with the said Committee as to the partieulers f-r carrying this
out; end I wish te infrrm Your Excellency that itgis our intention fe grant

pernission 2% the concluvsion of this deliorratln“.

Plezse accept, Your Excellenecy, the renewed sssurence of ny
nighest esteen.

/8/ Shigenori TOGO .
AiTiStCr ﬂf Poreign Affairs /)
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CC.1.1.7Gd. Karuizawa, 13 June 1945.

M., le Ministre,

I have the honor te acknowledge receipt of your letter of
5th June in which Your Excellency informed me that the Imperial
Government hed decided to authorize a visit to the hospital for
prisoners of war in Melaya Dy a reprecsentative of the Internstional
Cormittee of the Red Cross. Your Zxcellency stated thet nego-
tintions are preceeding on this metter with the said Committee.

Also Your Excellency statcd thzt not only the British
Government but also the Netherlands Govermment hed zccepted the
proposition of the Jepenese Government concerning visits in
occupied territories, The Imperial Government is waiting for
the United Stetes Goveornment snd the other Allied Govermments
to state thrt they hove no objection to the said provesition.

In the meantime, I desire to draw Your Excellency!'s
ettention to the fact thet the Govermeni of the United States
has elso replied to this proposition snd thet I hrve sent to you
the tenor of this reply by my letter of 1Cth May.

You will also remember that in the terms of my letter of
30th May the Geneva Cormittee hrs esked the Goverment of the
United Stetes for permission to inspect camps ~t Tinien, Saipen,
Gurm and Hew Caledonis where Jsponese subjects are detained.

Please accept, M. le #inistre, ¢the assurances of ny
highest esteenm.

Signed by the Swisc Minister

Tn His Excellency

M. Shigenori TOGO

Minister of Foreign Affairs
Tokion.




.

»I hope that this visit, as well as others, will teake place shortly.
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CC.1l.5.1,-FGc. Keruizawa, 14 June 1945
(6Cal.1s~

CCeleZe—

CCeleds=)

My dear Minister,

You know thet the Govgrnments of Britein and of the United States of
Americe are exhibiting. great.coneern.zs regerds, prisonsrs of war in the hsndg

of Japan., These Goverments insist that the Federal Gover ment take steps
%o obtein a reply to their nressing demends tn obtein informetion about the
priscners or to amelinreste their conditions, But in spite of many requests
not only te the Minister for Foreign Affeairs but =lso to his Ministry, I
heve not received eny reply which enables me to give to the interested
Governments eny information on this important question which they have
eweitcd for o long time with impatience.

1 have alresdy called your attention to this state of affairs in my
personal letter of 2nd June concerning the nomination of M. Ruch as dele-
gete of the Swiss Minister to visit the cemps.

In a new communication from Berne, the London Government has expressed
the desire that en urgent sclution be found for the three following serious
problens,

l. The right of the protecting Power and the International Committee |
of the Red Cross to visit all coemps of prisoners of war and civil in- | -
tornces in all regions of the Far East. =

2. Prompt notification of the nomes of all prisoners of wer and civil
internees in the power of Jepen, also of priscners of wer and in- G
ternees who have died.

el
3. ERemoval of cemps from the vicinity of industriel quarters and ?;-
military nbjectives. :

As o the first point, you know that J hoye this year visited only two :
2 r cemps and you know elso my continual efforts o visit campe 3

in Jepan which have not been inspected a2t all or which have not been in- 3
spected for a long time. The approvel given to the nominntion ~f M.Ruch \
es my delegete is o first step and I sincerely hope that he will be allowed
without delay to mrnke the visite which the interested Governments require..

W Yot
v

So fer as concerns visits in occupicd territories, I heve received
the letter from the Minister for Foreign Affairs dated 5th June in which
he stetes thot nesmotistions are teking place between the Ministry amd tle
Inter mtional Committee of the Red Cross for the purpose of meking visits
to the prisoners' hospitel in Melaya. I received this news with satisfaction;’




.
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I send you herewith a copy of & letter from M. TOGC by which I ack-
nowlcdge receipt cf the above mentioned communicetion,

With regard to the second point above rentioned, the Government »f
the United Kingdom has cnmplained nn meny occiasions of the delay in com—
runicating the nomes of priscners of war and civil infternees in the nower
¢f Jepan end perticularly of those who have died. In my letter of 19th May
$o the Minister for Foreign Affairs, I set out that the London Government
had st~ted that thousands of prisoners had died in Thailand and Burme without
their nemes having been notified. It is not necessary to tell you thet
entire femilies ere plunged into a greet anxiety because of the lack of any
news and my Gevernment would be extremely happry to be able tc inform these
unfortuncte families of the fate of their loved ones.

As to the last point relative to the situetion of camps near mili-
tery objectives, the intercsted Governments attach great importence to
this, which importance I hecve stressed in my numerous letters to the
Minister for Foreign Affairs =nd zlsc, as you will remember, during the
interview which you srrenged between Generel TAMURA and myself. These
Governments urgently demend that prisoners snd internccs be moved from
dangerous zones so that they no longer may be exposed te the danger of bomb-
ing. I heve given in ny e¢bove mentioned letters by way of example the nemes
of a certain number ~f cemps in such zones. To my knowledge nothing hns
been done to remedy the positicn; I heve not even received a reply to my
requests.

I cnce more neke an sppeel tec you to a2id us in cur humemitarien tesk
end to help us to cirry out the duty which has been confided to my country.
I hope thet thanks to your efforts it will soon be possible for me to inform
ny Geverment of the decision of the Imperial Goverment on the problems
nentioncd in this letter.

jostv insists on knowinz if tho
he treatpent of

risoners of war., I w arrassed 0 reply, but it is what
you FRow MeeweTIas I do, that itne situstion has perheps never been es bed

es during the lost six months. The efforts which have been made by

M. SHIGEMITSU tc bring ebout o cheange in the sense of a greater freedonm
to visit campe in Japan as well as overseas do not seem to heve given any
result at all. You will regret tunis no doubt as much as I do.

Plcase accept, my dear Minister, my kindest rcgnrds.
Attachment

To His Excellency

M., Ministvor Tedakezu SUZUKI

Ministry ~f Foreign Affeirs
Talclo
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A8,1.1.38.-FFc. Karuizawa, 13 July 1945
80.1:5.5.3. /0. 3.:5:5
Gleisd,

My deer Hinister,

Tour letter of 8 July lest has resched me and I thank you for
the information you kirdly courmnicated to me.

Obviously I regret the decision of the Japsnese Authorities to
cancel everywhere the collective monthly aid for wrisoners of war, and
not to accent our requests for the remaining vayments in suspense for
the months of April and ey, but I understand also that if the money
is not able to be used for State reascns of contract, it Would be better
nct to send it.

"ith regard to the messages not censored, including the official
mall of the Legation for the Political Department at Bsrne which will be
sent in the pestal sacks used for the corresspondence of the British
orisoners of war, I reserve this until I know the opinion of my Govern-—
ment on this subject.

As to th:t which concerns visits to prisoners of war camps in
the southern regions, you have been very clear, and I have taken note
that the repcrts of ny delegates ought %o be send by telegrams in the
clear. I have inforied my Ycvernment of this. There is then no mig—
understanding in this respect.

Please believe, nmy dear Minister, in nmy kindest regards.

To -is Excellency

My Minister Tadakazu SULZUKI

Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Tokio.
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$0.1.3,4,—FAc.
(CC.1.1.- farulzawe, 31 July 1945
CC.l,3.6.-) :

My desr Minister,

A telegrem from ry Government informed me the 3 sh Govern—
ment was satlsfied thet it will be pogsible for Switzerlend to visit the
cempe-1itHE occupied erems. It reiterated the assurance thet es far as
the British Empi e is concerned, recivrocity existe alreedy for the benefit
of Jdepan. It feﬁ}ps upon that, %5 begin with, the visiting of the camps
in Theiland and ot Singspore will be made without delay and it asks me to
glve it the precise information on the dates for the visits.

With regerd to the cells at Shonan (Singapore) by my delegete,
Mr. Wild, Chancellnr of the former Consulste of Switzerland in that city,
I am gl2d tc hope thet you will be soon able tn arrange to let me kmow
thot the military suthoritics will permit him to carry out his calls es
well as my delegete, T weit, not without some impatience, for your reply
%o oy letters of July 13 :nd 19, as I shall regret to infer from a longer
silemcc thet, since Switzerlend accepted the representation of Japeness
interests in the Unit=d Stctes of Arerice, Canrda and in other countries,
the good feelings manifested in these latest times by the Imperial
Authorities have died., One will not be able tn understand, indeed, th=t
our Chancellcr, Mr. Wild, whr has been from this moment accentcd as édele-
gete by the militery authcrities, cculd not meke & cell as "Swiss Delegate,”
but only as delegete of the Internstional Committee of the Red Cross. One
spoke, as you know, of the discrizinstion between the Swiss Govermment and
the Committer of Geneve, =nd the feet is that 1t mekes no difference whot
the question is or nesrl;y so — difficulties arise each time that Switzerland
asks something. My Legetios cannot obtain anything without long snd painful
effortss. One can herdly believe chat in time of wer, a question such as
that of precedence between the Swiss Government and the Committee of Ceneva
could bring such delays. However.thrt ney be, after the extremely senercus
gesture that has just been mede by the Federsl Government in favor of Jepan,
it seems to me thet 1t w!ll not be the very moment to sey: "ir., Wild is
‘persona grata' o8 soon s he declares hinself delegete of Geneva; he is
no longer as sonn o8 he claims to be from Berne." On what would you rest
this discrinination?

If you deen that, to settle this affair, it will be preferable that
ny Government shall anply directly to M. le Ministre Kase, es we have hod
to do very meny times, not withoud siccess efter all, I shall be very
graveful to you if yeu will let me kmow. I shall be, however, very sur-
prised if after heaving teken note of my above mentioned letters, the
Political Director ~f the Ministry, whe looks after the maintenance of
relations ot the very least correctly between Switzorland and Jepen,
eporoves the procedure ~f the War Prisnners Bureau resvecting ny cruntry,
especielly in the present circumstances.
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Ag for the carms of Theilsnd, I will ~lso be obliged to you if

,-vou will let me kmcw when the first cells ney be mede. I have designr-ted

for these visits Mr. ILenzinger, prefessicnal consul, atbtached to the Swiss

Consulete 2% Bangkok.

Zleese accent, my deer ..inister

To His Ixcellency
M. Minister Tedzkezu SUZUKI
Wlnistrv ief _oreian Af;EirS

, Oy best reg

G
B e

=ards,
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17 Feb, 1942 (aA-2)

3 Mar. 1942 (A-3)

3 June 1942 (A-4)

5 June 1942 (A-5)

11 June 1942 (A-6)

12 June 1942

29 July 1942 (4-€)

30 July 1942 (A-9)

40 16 1

NSyhopsis of Document No. 2653-A-(1)-(73)

Swiss to Foreign .iinister (Togo)

U.S. will facilitate visits by protecting power to
dapanese subjects. Asks for inform~tion 28 to
attitude of Jip. Govt. on application to civil
internees of Gensva Convention and visits to interneec

Swiss to Foreign ifinister (Togo)

Asks if Jap. Govt. will =pply Genev~ Conv. to
civilians and =also asks to be permitted to visit
American prisoners of w-r ~ndé internees,

Swiss to Foreign ilinister (Togo)
Asks permission to visit internees camps ~nd for
list of American citizens.

Swiss to Forsign linister (Togo)

U.8. is disturbed 2s to f-te of U.S. Nationsis in
Jp-nese occupied territories, and =asks for per-
mission to visit prisoners of war and internees there.

Swiss to Foraign Minister (Togo)

Britnin nsks for inform-tion rel-ting to British
subjects in J~pnese occupied territories, ~nd also
asks for permission to visit 211 c~mps for prison-
ers of whr and civilisan internses.

Siiss to Forszign Minister (Togo)
Repeats letter of 5 June ns to Dominion subjects.,

Swiss to Foreign linister (Togo)

Inforiiss Japanese th-t Jap-nese prisoners of war or
civilian intern=es in United St-tes c=n interview
representatives of protecting power =nd Int. Red
Cross without restriction. Asks for reciprocal
faecilities.

sinister of Foreign Affairs (Togo) to Swiss iiinister
Replies to lstters of 5 ~nd 11 Juna. J=p-nese Govt.
will not -recognise protecting powars in occupied
territory, therefore visits in those ~re-s to
prisoners or internees cannot be made. In Shangh-i
such visits my be 2llowed by competent -uthorities.

Minister of Forsign aff-~irs (Togo) to Suiss idnister
Replies to latter of 3 June. Reply similar to 29
July letter.
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1 Sertember 1942 (4-10)

2 September 1942 (a-11)

10 September 1942 (1~13) S

7 October 1942 {(4-14)

24 October 1942 (4-15)

28 October 1942 (A-16)

6 ilovasber 1942 (4-17)

Prge llo. 2

Swiss to Foreign Minister (Togo)

Rerly to 3@ July letter + U.S. protests at Jip-
anese decision and requests accass to 111 placsas
of internment of American nationals.

Swiss to Foreign Minister (Togo)

Reply to 29 July letter. British protest ~t Jap
refusal to permit visits to prisoners of war and
civilians in territories under J-oponese control

Swiss te Prime jdnister and Ministsr for Foreign
Aff~irs (Todo)

St-tes . application has been mnde to coopetent
~uthorities to visit British n-tionals in Shenghai.
This has been refused bac-usas only Tokyo c~n give
consent. Asks for inform~tion ~s to wh~t form~l-
ities are necess~ry in order to visit caups at
Shangh~i.

wiss to Prime .dnister and ’fnister for Foreign
A¢1~1rs (Togo)
Refers to letter of 1 Sept. to Togo. Asks what
is the n~ttitude of the Jiponese Covernment on
visits to e~mps.

Swiss to Foreign Minister (TANI)

States Jip~nese Mission in 8~igon hns refused per-
mission to visit prisonars of wir camps becrusae of
the tempor-ry n - ture of the instrll~tions, ~nd =lso
becnuse some escmpas hd occurred. States this is
contrry to Japanese assuronces to observe Genevs
Convention. Asus J~pwmese Goverament to revise

its decision.

Swiss to Foreign Minister (TaiI)
Repeats 7 October letter -nd asks tht decision be
reversad.,

Siiiss to Foreign lLinister (T_NI/

Stites thit soms visi made to comps in
Japan. . Ashs "When visits may be made to camps
occupied territorias.

Swiss_to Foreign lfnister (TUNI)

Asks for inform~tion s to the ~ttitude of the Jap-
~nese Govi, respecting visits to prisoner of war
caaps in China, Inco—C‘ll.la ~nd Th2iland,
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13 November 1942 (4-1¢)

2l December 1942 \.=-19)

5 Februar: 1943 (4-20)

16 if~rch 1943 (i-21)

27 ihreh 1943 (4-22)

*

22 lpril 19143 (A-2L)

22 April 1943 (1-25)

Prze Ho, 3

ts 't Swiss h-aving bueen refused permission
o visit '‘coaps dn Thrilond ~nd to sand gifes in
kind. Asks for periission to m~ke such visits
né to send such goods. Also asks Jrp-nese Gov-
crnment 1o ccamunic-te lists of n-ass of prisonars
of wars

Sriss to Foreirn finister (TALI)

Acknowledges perJs jon to visit cartain c-~mps
in Janan,: Asks for sama rights in Jap-nese
occupied territory.

Swiss to Foreigp ldnister (Ti.T)

nvhﬂDWlSQ:vS peruissicn to visit certain c~mps in
Japai,. Koxras, Shongh~i -nd Fong Rong. Asks for
sirdl ~r permission to visit other comps in Jp'n
ond in occupied territorias.

Siiss to Foreign dnister (TWI)

.sks for right of Sdiss represent-tive to comverse
with prisoners without witnesses. States that
previous re uests to this zifact m“dd on 12 dJune

1942 ~nd 3¢ June 1942 h:ve not bsen replied to.
S.iss to Foreigr ‘L;ﬁggi r (Pail

Repeats r¢uest i or 13 J=nuary 1943 fo be
permitted to wisift comps in T~dwan,

Swiss to Toreign nister (TII)
Stataes L1t sewaral previous requests for per-
isit c mps in occupied territories

L1Vv not received ~nv roply. Once more ~sks for
gsion ~na ~lso for inform:tion as to

Forcign iBnistr (Shigemitsu) to Swiss

ndﬁl to letters of 24 Ducarber ~nd 31 Harch.
St-tes that =s was montioned in the letter of 30
July J9480 vigits to ¢ mps in occupied terrifories
cainot be p¢rmittcu.

Foroigr . jgistr:;pilg:m.,su)to Dv"ss

reply to letters 16 and 19 Irch. Cannot 21low
Swiss to waks unre st ietad VJSLtS to prrisoners of
w2r ~nd thot eorrcesponcdince of prisoners is per-
rittvu according to the circumst-neces in each camp.
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12

My 1943 (a-26)

36 83 {5-27)

L June 1943 (A-28)

24, June 1943 {4-29)

28

June 1943 (4-30)

8 July 1943 (a-31)

16

N
L

July 1943 (a-32)

July 1943 (a-33)

Jody 3947 (a-34)

Page No. 4

Swiss t0 Tagcigsn Mirist~r (Shigemitsu)

Refurs to /ruvious letturs of 26 Qetober and 6
November. States thi~t no permission has yet been
obtrinad to wvisie camps ~t Shonghai in gpite of
nany racussts. Reguests inter alia authority to
visit ~1L1 eamps.

Swiss to Forsisn Minister (Siigeritsu)
Reperts re-ugst for permission to visit camps in
cceupied territoriss, Ragussts parmission to
visit other camps in Jop:n. Hecuests information
is to whon he may rovisit carps which have 2lready
been visited.

Swiss to Foreign Ifinistry (Shigemitsu)
Requests right to t2lk to prisoners without
witnesses.

Fore ;* dinister (Shicemitsu) to Swiss
Rppl 4 “June. Regn¢°tioqb prohibit t1lks with-

to
out a guard, Therefore recuest ennot be granted,

Swiss to Forsisn ming§pgj (Shizemitsu)
Requests permission to visit Hakod-te prison camp.

Swiss to Lpﬂ sinister (Shigeritsu)
Jcknowlea l tter of 2/ June ~nd nsks for text
of rvgul;tlons.

Swiss to iorsign dinister (Chigumi+su)

RvAuvots portiiesaon | to visit 211 ¢ s and st~tes:
that prisoners shiould be evicurted from the zeone
of combat,

For.ign Minister (Shi-cmitsu) to Swiss

Reply to 2 June. Permission to visit caumps in
occupied territoriss will be given 2s soon as it
is opportune. Visits to crmps in Jp-n 7lready
visited will be considered when specific applica-
tionus are mrdae,

Suiss to Forgign .fdrister (Suigemitsu)
Rypazcs s 16 O JUly. lfwuvs+b permigsion to visit

comps in Phillipinas.




Document No. 2853-B
23 iugust 1943 (a-35)

L September 1943 (4-36)

22 October 1943 (4-37)

10 Decamber 1943 (4-38)

12 February 1944 (4-~39)

13 M~reh 1944 (A-40)

25 lsreh 1944 (A-41)

30 ki~rel: 1944 (-42)

10 My 1944 (i-43)

Page Nos 5

Suiss to Foreign ifinistry (Shicemitsu)
Remuest to revisit camps 1t Tokyo ~nd Yokoham-,

Swiss to Foreisn Ministry (Shigemitsu)

Re.uest to visit Hokodate. Incuires -s to atti-
tude of Jopanese Government on visits to other
CEps.

Swiss to Forcien Ministry (Shigemitsu)

4sks for roplies to lstters of 23 August, 1lso
28 June, 4th Saptamber and 29th July re visits
to prison c-mps.

Siwiss to Foreign Ministry (Shigemitsu)
isks for = reply to luetter of 22 October re
visits to certain camps in Japan,.

Swiss to Foruign Minister (Shigemitsu)

Complaining that recussts to visit cumps sent
between ‘wgust 1943 2nd February hove raceived

no reply. irkes 2 fornnl demwnd to visit 211 c-mps.

Swiss to Forcign inistry (Shigemitsu)

Raouasts to visit c-mps. States that British
Governnaont has received ~larming rcports of
physical condition ~nd work of prisoners. .sks
to be informed ~s to the physic=l condition =nd
work of prisonars of war.

Swiss to Foreign idinistrr (Shigemitsu)

faquests to visit c mps. Nuotas st tement in
Nippon Timés tht Govt. will f-ecilit-te observa-
tions by okjeetive prrties.

Swiss_to Susuki, T-dokatsu (not nccused) of
Forcdgn winistry

States th-t from 1 Feb. 1942 to 15 March 1944
Swiss hive intervined in writing 134 times re
visits to cumpsi Thore have baen 24 repliesi
In 1:st ninz months only 3 replies received.
Most of replies have beer nogatives

Siiss to Forsipn .finister (Shigomitsu)

St~tes visits are made by protecting power to
J2panass prisoners in ancric~ without restriction.
fequests visits to prisonsr of war c-mps in Jap-
c~nesa controlled territories,
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30 June 1944 (L-44)

1 July 1944 (a-45)

21 July 1944 (i-46)

12 jugust 1944 (4-47)

15 .‘-U.g'U.St 19141{- (";—/.;8)

17 iugust 1944 (~49)

12 September 1944 (.-50)

28 Jctober 1944 (4-51)

10 Novembar 1944 (.-

13 wovembar 1944 (a-53)

P~ge No. 6

Swiss to Suzuki, Trdakntsu (not ths ~ccused) of
ths Forcign ilinistry

Scts out that the Japanes: rise the question that
the Siiss have ot receivcd ~uthority to protect
British »nd U.S. subjects in occupiad territorises,
~nd asks for permission to visit.

Swiss to Foreign idinister (Shigemitsu)

R~f,rs to promise by Shigemitsu to ex=~mine the
u3stion of visits to prisoner of war cmps.
Mentions the st-taments of the U.S. Government re
atrocitiss. usks for hum-ne tre~tuent of U.S,
prisoners.

Suiss to Foruign Minister (Shigemitsu)

Rafers to Jipanese st tement th-ot gwiss will be
authoriza. to visit the prisoner of w.r camps in
Jipan. snsks when it can visit camps.

Foreign Minister Shirag£j§”)_to Suiss

Sets out attitude of J p nese Government re
donying visits to cmps in occupied territories.

Forcign . ister (Siigumitsu) to Swiss
Reply te 21 July. Formission to visit camps in
J-p~n wili be granted when asked for.,

Swiss to Foreign linister (Shigemitsu)

Statcs Swiss have nover received list of prisonar
of war cmps in Jap-n ~nd therzfore cannot undsr-
trke the responsibility of weking specific ~ppli-
crtions., Requests permission to visit 21l cnmps
mnd =2sks for a list of cps in Jzpan.

Swiss to Foreiszn Hnister (Shigemitsu)

OV orelig g

asks th-t human: tre~tment be accordad to British
prisoners ~nd asks permission to visit =211 c=mps.

Swiss_to Forsicn lnistry (Shigemitsu)
Reiterates re ,uest for permission to wvisit =11
camps Fn o¢cupied torritoriss.

Swiss to suzuki (not the ~ccused)

nsks for confiru~tion of promise made by
Shigemitsu th-t permission to visit c~mps in
occupied territories would be given on condition
of reciprocity.

Suzuki to Swiss
Visits to L~nila, Shon-n ~nd Bangkok may be
cc.neneced.
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16 Novumber 1944 (4H-54)

17 Wovember 1944 (L-55)

8 Dacember 1944 (1i-56)

12 December 1944 (a=57)
3 Janucry 1945 (4-58)

16 March 1945 (a=59)

7 spril 1945 (4-60)

17 ipril 1945 (:-61)

19 ipril 1945 (.-62)

28 ipril 1945 (/.-63)

10 ¥~y 1945 (a-b4)

Prge No. 7

Swiss to Forsign Ministry (Shigemitsu)
States thrt only five comps in J-p:n have been
visited., .isks for permission to visit others.

Swiss to Suzuki
Asks runsons why compotent -~uthoritias will not
permit visits in N. 4. I.

Forcign idnister (Shigomitsu) to Swiss

Reply to 1 July -nd 12 Septamber. J-pinese Govaern-
ment will ~1Jow visits to prisoncrs of wir camps

in occupied territoriss provided thaey do not intoer-
fere with milit~ry oper-tions ~nd on conditions of
reciprocity. Will commencc naegotintions on this
subjuect with Internition~l Red Cross r: visits in
P.I., Shonan ~nd Th~iland.

Swiss to Forsign iinister (Shigamitsu)
scknowladges 8 December.

Swiss to Forei:n Ministry (Shigemitsu)
wsks when chmps moy be visited.

Swiss to Forsien winistry (Siigamitsu)
lientions visits to 2 camps in Japan. .sks when
others may be visitud,

Siiss to Foreirn Minister (Shigemitsu)
Reply to & Decaeuber. States reciprocity ~lready
exists ~nd has existed for a long time,

Swiss to Forsign iinistry (Togo)
States only 2 eomps in Japsn visitaed in 1945. ..sks
permission to visit other comps,

Swiss to Foreign Minister (Togo)

asks permission for .. Rush to visit c-mps.
Mentions thot many wasks have cl-psed sinca this
request wns first madae,

Swiss to Suzuki (not the ~ceused)

St tes raguest made on 16 lhrch, 3, 17 pril to
visit eertin crmps in Japan, Formost and lfukden
hnve been unsnsweraed.

Swiss to Foreiem ifinistar (Togo)
U.S. ~sks if Jps will ~1llow visits to Singapore,
J2pan, Formos~, and I‘anchuri-,
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16 Mhy 1945 (4-65) Swiss to Forcizn Ministar (Togo)

islis for permission to visit all camps.

30 My 1945 (L~66) Swiss to Foreign ifinister (Togo)
Informs J-pnesd thot visits to camps for Japancse
FO.u's in Tinian, S=ipan, Gu~m =nd New C~ledonia
will be ~uthorized by ths United St~tes when the
Japansse have given 2 favour-~ble ~nswer to the
letter of 10 May.

30 M~y 1945 (.-67) Siiss to Foreign lfinister (TOGO)
Rarucsts to be 2llowed to visit 211 cnmps in Jap2n.

5 June 1945 (/.~68) Foreign dinistor (ngp) to Swiss
Answer to 7 April. Jap, Gowt, "will losc ng time"”
in having 2 represent-tive of Intern-tionnl Red
Cross visit prisonaer of wr camps, in Thailand,
~nd on conclusion of negotintiohs with Int. Red
Cross committee will ~uthorize visits in Malaya.

13 June 1945 (.-69) Swiss to Foreign Minister (Togo)
Rsiter~tes that U.8. has agrecd to 21l camps bsing
visited,

14 June 1945 (..=70) Swiss t0 Suzuki, Tad-kytsu (not the ~ccused) of

the Foreign winistry
sks For visite, notificstien of oll mames of all

b g . ~ - v
prisoners of wor ~nd internees and romoval of camps
from vieinity of milit~ry objectives.

13 July 1945 (.~71) Swiss to Suzuki, Tadxkrtsu (not the nccused) of
the Foraign Ifinistry
Rs wisit to Shon-n. Difficultiss raisad by Jap-
angse ns to the person who is to visit. Jpaness
will not ~llow Swiss tc scelect their representotive.
13 July 1945 (4-72) Swiss to Suzuki (not the -ccusaed) of the
Foreign linistry

Reports of owiss visitors will be sent in the clez
1s re¢sudred by the Japansse.

wiss to Suzuki (not ths accused) of the |
oreign Ilinistry i

July 1945 (4i=73)

150]
’.,J

S
B

Asks whon visits to comps in Thril=and and Singapore :
will be permitted,
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¥o. 249/Kyo. Ordinary Tile is 9
24 July 1943

TO His Excellency, the Envoy uxtraordinarv and Minister °lenipotentiarv
of Switzerland, Camille Georges /uhonetic/

With this ietter I havé the honor %o acknowledge receipt of your
Exceliencyfs letter No. CC 1.3.6 DOu of the 5th July concerning the
treatment of prisoners of war in the Theilend Cemp and the matter of
visiting this camp.

The competent authorities to whom the contents of sald letter

had been immediately communicated inform me thet the wrisonerg of.the...
Tﬁ;IIEﬂE'ﬂzﬁﬁ“ﬁre equitably treated; furthermore, these who are sick

have received the best medicel treatment in the prisoner of war hos—
) e

pital. So far es the matter of visiting the cemp is concerned.,

“'&y,.___ R TON 20 T D B B A 03,

authorization will not be given far the monent.

Please accept Monsieur le Ministre, renewed assurances of my

high setéem.. .. iy v : P il 3

S wine /o lidpister of Foréigh'Affairéluﬁ

Mamoru SEIGEMITSU




W.D.C. No._,

$.2.5. No. 1432-A

Statement of Source and Authenticity

B NAKAWISHI, Sadayoshl , hereby certify thet I am officially
connected with the Jepanese Government in the following capacity:_ Lcting
Director of the Prigoner of War Information Bureau
and that as such official I had custody of the document hereto attached
consisting of 2 pages, dated 24 July, 1943 and described as follows:
Letter to Swiss Minister from ~apsnese Minister of Torelgn Affairs re
visiting Thailand POW Cemp

I further certify thet the attached record and document is an official
document of the Japanese Government, and that it is part of the official
archives and files of the following named ministry or department (speci-
fving also the file number or citation, if any, or any other officisl
designation of the regular location of the document in the archives or
files): Prisoner of Var Irformation Bureau

Signed at Tokyo on this

/s/ NAKANISEI, Sadavoshi

%th day of lovember,1946. Signature of Official
SEAL
Witness: /s/ Xoii Yokoi Acting Directer of the Prisoner
of War Information Bureau
Cfficial Capacity
Statement of Official Procurement
: i J. A, Curtis , hereby certify that I am associated

with the General Headquarters of the Supreme Commander for the Allied
Powers, and that the above certificeticn was obtained by me from the
above signed officiel of the Jemanese Government in the conduct of myv
official business.

Signed at _Tokyo on this Je! J. A, Cortis, 2nd Lk,
NAME
8th dav of lovember,1945
Investigzator
Witness: /s/ G.S.Woolworth Offieial Canracity
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No. 35/C.kL,

Verbal 1Note

The Imperial Jepenese Ministry of Foreign Affairs has
the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a fote Verbale of
the Royel Swedish Legetion in Tokyo dated the 28th June
requesting that permission be granted for Mr. Folke E§sted£.
the Swedish Consul-General at Bangkok, to visit the prisoners
of war cemos in Thailanmd. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs
begs to stete in reply thet in the present circumstances it

i3 not woszeible to grant the desired permission.

7th July, 1943.




& CERTFTIFICATE

‘o . QI‘TO-

D.C
I.P.S, Yo. __ 1432-8

Statement of Source and Authenticity

I, NAXANISHI, Sadayoshi , hereby certify thet I am officielly
connected with the Jananese Government in the following cavacity: Acting
Director of the Prisoner of Var Information Pureau
and that as such official I had custody of the document hereto attached
eonsisting of _1 npage, dated 7 July, 1943, and described as follows:
Verbal Note to Swedish Legetion in Tokyo from Jepanese Ministrv of
foreien Affairs refusing Mr. Folke Enstedt nermission to visit POY Camps
in Thailend

I further certify thet the attached record and document is an official
document of the Japanese Government, and that it is part of the officisal
archives and files of the following named ministry or department (speci-
fying also the file pumber or citation, if anv, or any other official
designation of the regular location of the document in the archives or
files): Prisener of ’ar Information Bureau

Signed at _Tokyo on this
/s/ WAKAWISHI, Sadayoshi
8th dey of November, 1946. Signature of 0fficial

SEAL

Witnese: /s/ Xoiji Yokei Acting Director of the Prisoncr

of "ar Informstion Buresu
Officiel Capacitv

Statement of Official Procurement

I, J. A, Curtis , hereby certify that I am associated with
the General Headquarters of the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers,
and that the above certification wes obtained by me from the above
signed officlial of the Japanese Government in the conduct of my official
business.

Signed et Tokyo on this ls/ J. A, Curtis, 2nd Lt.
NAME

8th day of November, 1046,
Investigetor
Cfficiel Cavpacity

Witness: /s/ 5.5.%Wodlworth
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4

¥o. 34/C.R.

Varbal YNots

The Impe.izl Jopanese Ministry of Foreign Affeirs hes
the honor to azkrowl:ewgs the receipt of a Nete Verbale of the
Roysl Swedizsh Legatior. in Tokys dated the 25th June inguiring
whether it would be pussitie to permit M. E. Streniberg, o
former Danish Consul, to visit the Chengl Civilian Internment
Cemp ir Syonan. The Minissiy of Foreisu Affairs teges %o
state in repiy thai in the present circumstences the desired

permission cennct be granted.

7th July, 1943
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. DoEs 'Now
I.2.5. No. 1432-C

Statement of Source end Authenticity

I, _NAXANISHI, Sadayoshi , hereby certify thaet I om officially
connected with the Jepanese Government in the following canacity: Acting
Dircctor of the Prisoner of Var Information Bureau , and that 28 such
cificial T had custody of the document hereto attached consisting of
1 vage, dated 7 July, 1943, and described as follows: Verbal Note to
Swedish Legation in Tokyo from Jepanese Foreign Affairs Ministry refusing
Mr, I, Strandberg permission to visit Changi Civilian Internment Camp in
Syonan.

I further certifv that the attached recerd and document is an official
document of the Japanese Government, end that it is part of the official
archives and files of the fullowing nemed ministry or department (speci-
fving alse the file number or citation, if any, or any other officiel
designation of the regular location of the document in the archives or
files): _Prisoner of ar Information Bureau

Signed % _Tokyo on this
Js/  NAKAWISHI Sadevoshi

8th day of November,194A. Signature of 0fficial
: SEAL
Witness: [s/ Xoji Yokoi Acting -Director of the Prisoner

of ar Informetion Bureau
Official Capacity
Statement of Official Procurement

I, Jd. A, Curtis , horedby certify that I am associzted with the
General Heedquarters of the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers, and
that the above certification was obtained by me from the above signed
official of the Jananese Government in the conduct of my official business.

Signed at _Tokyo on this

/e J. A. Curtis, 2n¢ Lt.

8th day of Hovember, 1946. . NAME
“itness:_ [s/ G. S. Woolworth 55 Investigator

Cfficial Capacity
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Resident Ordinary No. 459 19 June 1943

From: Kuma SUZUKI, Envey Extraordinery and Minister Plenipotentiary
Office for the residents in enemy countries,
Foreign Office

Bl
O
.

Chief of the POW Information Buresu

Hegarding the Proposal of the Americen Government Pertaining
to the Treatment of POW

The Government of Switzerland has, by request of the American
Government, recently inquired of us if it is 2ll right for a representa—-
tive of the Swiss Minister to ask the questions enumerated in the at—
tached questionnaire when he visits the POV camps or the civilian in-
ternee camps.,

Accordingly we are sending you the sa2id questionnaire and
its trenslation.

Pleese give us your inst:ructions.




Document o. 1432-D ‘age 2

5.

6

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

16.

17.

QUESTIONNAIRE
Are civilian internees required to perform labor without their consent?

Are non-c icers used in other then supervisory canacity
without their consent? Are officers required to verform labor?

Are officers and civilian internees given gainful employment if they
volunteer? If so what is t~e nature of the employment?

How many men are absent from the camp to perform lsbor? Into how
many groups have they been divided?

In a camp where men return to camp each evening specify number of men
who generally go out in work parties.

Who determines which prisoners of war must work and which need not
work? Has this official any rules which he must follow in meking his
decision? "hat are those rules?

What official is charged with the resnonsibility of seeing that the

standards of the Geneva Prisoners of War Convention as well as those
set un by the detaining Power are met?

Where is labor performed?
“hat kind of labor is merformed?

Under what industrial, sanitary and climatic conditions is labor per-
formed?

Does the detaining Power orovide food, clothing end medical care to
the prisoners as contemplated by the Geneva Prisoners of “ar Conven-
tion? Does the detaining Power meke emoloyers responsible for the

observation of these sections of the Convention?

What provision is made for the religious and recreational needs of the
men in labor groups who do not return to the base camp each night?

“hat are the hours of labor? On how many days vper week is lebor not
required?

What weges are paid? Are these wages larger or smsller than payment
prescribed by Article %4 of the Zeneva Convention?

How much of the wages are paid in cash, in gcript?
How much of the wages are deducted for maintenance?

¥het cen the men buy with funds given them?
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H.D.0. o :
I;EtS. :Oc 1432"D

Statement of Source and Authenticity

I, IIDA, Yukio , hereby certifyv that I am officially connected with
the Jopanese Government in the following capacity: Chief of General Affairs,
Prisoner of “ar Information Bureau , and that as such official I have
custody of the document hereto attached consisting of 4 pages, dated
19 June, 1943, and described as follows: Resident Ordinsry N-, 459 Regzarding
the proposal of the Americen Government pertainine to the treatment of 20V,
and guestionnaire.

I further certify that the attached record and document is an officiel docu~—
ment of the Jepanese Government, and that it is part of the official archives
and files of the following named ministry or depariment (smecifying also the
file number or citation, if any, or any other officiel designation of the
regular location of the document in the erchives ~r files): _DPrisoner of

¥ar Information Bureau .

Signed at Tokyo on this /s/ IIDA, Yukio
Signeture of Official
12th day of Nov., 1946. SEAL

C[ Chief of General Affairs
TUitness: [s/ Keji Yokoi 0fficial Capacity

Statement of Official Procurement

I, diid..Curkis , hereby certify thet I am associstcd with the
Generzl Hesdquarters of the Supreme Commender for the Allied Powers, and
that the above certification was obtained by me from the above signed
officisl of the Japenese Government in the conduct of my official business.

Signed at Tokyo on this

/s/ J. A. Curtis, 2nd Lt.
12th day of _Wov., 1946. WAME
‘nvestigator

Witness: /s/ lMarian £. Linhart Official Capscitw
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~ i BOPY -

€8 (in red irk.) T.¥. Figure 792 in red ink cressed out)
(T.¥. derked "Finished," implying "Read" in coluwne for the Chief,
and beering Seals of Secreteries /"Jimu-Ken"/ YASUDA, YAMAUCHI and

L ITAGATA) .
P07 Inf-restion o, 29 of IX

eply re Propesal of the Americen Government ZRegerding the
Questiors to be Put to Z2OW

23 June 1943 [Showe 18/

Zrom: Chief of PCW Information Sureau, Tairs FAMADA

To : Envny “xtreordinerv and Minister Plenivotentierv, ¥uma SUZUXI
0ffice for the Residente in Enemy Countries, Foreign Office

I hereby beg %o reply regarding the subject under cavtion es
ner vour letter of inquiry, Resident Ordinary No. 459, dated 19 June,

as follows:

l. Aceording to Article 13 of the 20" Treatment Regulations,
it is stipulated thet, when heving interviews with *Q%W'g,
the Chief of the POW Camp shall restrict the scope of the
conversation,

2., The aforesald scope of conversation shall differ according
to the circumstances of ecach POW Camp.

2 Therefore, we are of the opinion thet the »roposal of the
Swiss Government cannot be accented in toto.
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¥W.D.C, No.
I.P.S. No. 1432-E

Stetement of Scurce snd Authenticity

I,_I1IDA, Yukin , hereby certify that I am officially connected
with the Jemanese Government in the following cepacity:__ Chief of
Genoral Affeirs, Prisoner of “ar Information Buresu , and that as such
cfficial I have custody of the document hereto attached consisting nf
1l _page, cated <3 June, 1943, and described as follows: POY Informstion
ios 39 of IX - Renly to the proposal of the Americen Government regarding
she questions to be put to POW

I further certify that the attached record and document is an official
document of the Jemsznese Government, and that it is part of the official
erchives and files of the following nzmed ministry or department (speci-
fying also the file number or citation, if any, or any other official
designation of the regrler location of the document in the archives or
files): _ Prisoner »f Yar Information Bureau

Signed at Tokyo on this s/ I1IDA Yukio
Signature of Official
12th day of ¥ov. 1946. SEAL

Chief of General Affairs
Witness: [s/ Koiji Yokoi Official Capacity

Statement of Official Procurement

¥, oJd B, Corties yhereby certify thot I am associeted with the
General Headquarters of the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers,
and that the above certification was nbtained by me from the above
signed official of the Japenese Government in the conduct of my official
business.

Signed et _Trokyo on this e Jd. A, Curtis, 2nd Lt.
NAMFE

12th day of Nov. 1946,
Investigator
0fficial Capacity

Witness: [e/ Marisn A, Linhart
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I, Jalter Bossi, hereby certify that I am offici=lly connected with

the CGovernment of Switzerland in the following capacity: Swiss Diplomatic

Representative, and as such official I have custody of the documents, con-
sisting of twenty-two letters and notes, as listed on Exhibit . attached

nereto and described as follows: True copy of letters and notes in French

from the [ inister of Siitzerlerd addressed to the Japanese lfinistry of Foreign

ffadrs ~nd tie original replies tp areto of the Japanase .inistry of Foraeign

£fairs addressed to the  Hnister of Switzerland.

I further certify that the attached letters aud notes are official records of
the Swiss Legation in Japan and that they are a part of the offieial archives

and files thereof.

Signed 2t Tokyo on this _/s/ . Bossi
Signature of Official

10th day of Uecenber, 1946.

witnesst _léax d. Joss /s/ Swiss Diplomatic Representative
Official Capacity

Statement of Official Frocursment

I, 2nd It. Zdric ., Fleisher, hereby certify that I am associated

with the General Headyuarters of the Supreme Commander for the .llied Fowers,
and th~t the above certification wns obtained by me from the above signed
officinl of the Swiss Covermaent in the conduct of my official business.

Signed ~t Tolyo on this /s/ @ric .. Fleisher, 2nd Lt.
I ;'13 L o N

10th day of Dec. 1946.

Htness: _/s/ Henry Shimojima Invastigator, IFS
Offici~l Capneity

~
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Description

Letter dated & July 1942 from the Swiss ifinister to
TOGO (CC.1l.2.8.-c2.)

Letter d-ted 1 fAugust 1942 from the Swiss Minister to
7060 (CC.1.2.8.~c2.)

Letter d~ted 15 September 1942 froam the Swiss Jinlster
to General TOJO (CC.1l.2.8.-cc.)

stter date

3d 9 December 1942 from the Swiss Minister to
T..L‘T (Cu..g.s 8 -C

r.)

Letter dated 9 Febru~ry 1943 from Japanese lfinister of
Foreign .ffairs to tha Swiss .finister (No, 33/C R.)

Letter dated 12 February from the Swiss Minister to
NI (CC.1.d.&.~deu,)

Letter dated 28 February 1944 from the Swiss liinister to
the Japrnese !inistry of Foreign Lff=irs, (cc.1.3,6.-HGe.
CC.1.3.8.)

Letter dated 25 .pril 1944 from the Swiss !Minister to the
Japanese linistry of Foreign .ff=irs (CC.1.3.6.-iGc.
0. 1. J-d )

Letter dated 10 June 1944 from the Swiss itdnister to the
Japanese Ministry of Foreign «.ffairs (€C.1.3.6.~ic.
00.1.3.8.)

letter dated 4 July from the Swiss ifinister to the Japanese
linistry of Foreign .ffairs (CC.1.3.5.-8GE.)

demorandun dated 9 JLugust 1944 from the Swiss Itinister to
the Japanese lfinistry of Foreign .ffairs (CC.1.5.1.-EGi.
cC 0Ci1.3.6: GCli3.64)

Note Verbale dated 26 “ugust from tho J2ponese udinistry
of Foreign .ffairs to the Swiss :‘inister (No. 246/C.R.)

cmorandun dnted 3 Yetober 1944 from the Japanese Ministry
of Forei.n . ffairs to the Swiss “inister (Ho. 295/C.R.)

Letter datad 18 November 1944 fraa the Swiss [fAnister to
the Jypiness inistry of Forsign offairs (CC.1.3.8.~iGc.
cC.1.7.57.-CC.1.7.60.)

Letter dated 4 December 1944 from tha Swiss .fnister to
SHIGEOTSU (CC.1.7.63~Te. CC.1.3.6.~ CC.1.3.8.)

Letter doted 5 December 1944 from the Swiss idnister to
the Jpongse .inistry of Foroign .ff2irs (CC.1.3.8.-dGc.)
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Docur.ont ko, Leseription
2765=i~17 Lotter datec 23 Jonuary 1945 froi: the Swiss .fnister to
the Japanese THnistry of Roreign Lffairs (CC.1.3.8.-FGd.

C0.1.7.57.. i boianod

r dated 19 :irch 1945 from the Swiss finister to
13 ‘Japanese “finistry of Foreign .ffairs (CC.1.3.8.-FGe.
\c 1 15T« OBATE60L)

R765~i-1¢ Latt

atter dated 23 April 1945 from the Swiss Minister to
, Japanese dnistry of Forei:n .ffairs (CC .7.63-FGd.
4:'--500‘/——13n‘-/¢>

2765-.-19

2765-..~20 Note Verbale dated 15 way 1945 froa the Jﬁ; nese Anistry
tar. (Mo, 116/C.R.)

of Fcraign iff-~irs to the Swiss  fnis
2765-.~21 Letter d tad 2 July 1945 from the Swiss (finist

] sini-try of Foreign ffairs (¢C.1.7.63,~FGe,
Cu.l.j.o./l.B.B.) :

~ 1NN
/ Lio

w0
N @

3

Letter dated 5 July 1945 from the Swiss [“inis to
Japonese T inlstry of Foreign £fairs (CC.1.3,8.-FFg.
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BC 12, Boen . Tokfo, 8 July 1942

M. le Ministre,

I have tre koacr to inform Your “xcellency that Sir Rohert Craigie
has sent me a ohotocgrsph pullished on 2 oo in the "Jepan Times end
Advertiser" which shows British pr19019ps oF War Cle;ﬂlum Ea: ;*ﬂgfgg%g’of
Bangoon thder the emuzed eyes of the rublic. He has “arqteﬂ me to make

/]
-+

he necessary repressntations to the Immerial Govcrﬁmnnt for he considers
that work of this kiund orent aot to be forced on prisoners of wer,
in a8 eountrv whero th le strects is coolie work. In his opinion
ti1e work was humilistin~ for tiie soldiers Pld in #11 of these cases
Japanese newspeners ought 1ot to be allow to oublish photsgran!
kind.

=t
—
&)
(o

I hove submitted the gquestion to rv Goverameat which has -egquested
me to c2ll in a fri-ndly marner the a2ttentisa of the Imrerial aathorities

th the fect thet the dirmity 7 soldier rrissners hes bheen necdlessly hurd.
Article 2, marsgreph 2, of the Prisoner A% Tor Ondn of 27 July 1929 ex—
pressly stetes that priscacrs of wer "must be trested in =all ceses with

humenity end ~re to be protected specially sorinst rets of violenco,
insults and public curiosity."

Thern is n~ doubt that this provision is-genecrally spolied
by 211 belligerents »nd it secoms to me t° be certein thet it will =1sn

be epolied Yy the Jepenese forces. The case mentioned by th~ ex—Ambesssdor
fou Great Britain is ro doubt sn isolated one.

I would, neverthelens, he greetly obliged if Y-ur ‘xcellency
would. bring thr metter to the notica 0of $the comsetont militery authorities,
ancd in thenkine you in advoneceo for wour ohliging intervention, I t=ke
this occasion to renew, M. lo Miniesre, the assursaces of my hichest
estecm.

igned by the Swiss Ministoer




Document in, 2765-A~2

o follow my letter of 9 July I have the honor to inform your
Ixcelleney, followins the express instructions nf my Goverrment, taat the
British GCoverament dogs not admit that prisoncrs of war should be ermprlled
tc work belittling thoir dlanltv It hes roquested the Swiss Ghvornment
to meke evary ropres-antoticn on this subjoct, and attaches the greatest
importance to these meticrs as they wore shown in the vhotogreph vublished
by the "Japan Times and Advertisor”. The principle saunounced by srticls 2
of thac Priscnor of Wer Code of 27 July 1929 sacms to it the main »oint

aand it trusts that the Imoerial Govarnment will see t it that on this

~

voiat the Genova Convention is fullv sonlied.

A8 I seid in my vroceding lotteor, I 4o nnt doubt that this
orincinle, so imosrtant t~ the suthors of the Chnvention, will be
aevplied by Jepenese officisls and nthor balligorents.

po——

LY

Ploase acceont, M. le Ministre, tho assurancos of my highest
cnmsideoration,
N
.
Sismed hv the Swiss Minister

To His Yc\l‘rnCJ
M. 811" ﬂn*&,TOGO Y
Ministor of T8 tien Affairs

[ (P
-k x.‘\.u" Ve

A
e ngeis
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CC.Y.2.8B.=cC. Tokvn, 15 Septomber 1942
CC.1.3.8 v

M. le Prime Minister,

I heve tho honor to bring to thc notice of Yovur Txerllency tho
fact that tf."C 2ritish Governmont hes rocussted that the following protest
b sant to the Immerisl fovornnent:

nT;

rortion from most ralisble sources is that orissneors of
war imprisoan Re:

agn~n gnal are svbjected to the following trestment:

ra ) ,:3

iq

(a) Rations arr confincd
with occasional issue

21t and, wrtdr twice deily

() Priscners of wor sleap ~n floor oa sacking or bosrds only.

s e - .
(ec) o cigerecttes or tobacen are issund.
() Their bonts hrve beeon confiscated snd they epre ¢ moelled
t5 d@n heavy work while brraso-nterd.

i

agurnce af this inhumene treetm-nt, »rissncrs 2ra werl

cn
thin 2nd dejocted

—

Eritish “rvernment ascumcs thet Jeoanecsc “ivernmont is unawere
of brutalitics committed by Militery Authoritins in = distent thertor
nf sperations. Whatcvor excuse may be offornd for (a), (b) =né (c)
abova tiherae can he nn excuse for confiscatisa of vrisonars'! bonts.
British Gyvornment nrot-sts mrst stronely sreinet thrse breschers of
Gravention and drmend immndiste redresa, i

I will be greatly obliged to Your Fxcel ancr if vou will inform
me 2f the resnonse of the Jepencse GﬂVérnmrnt, and tnke this nceasinn

%5 ron~w, M. le Prime Minister, as-ursanc~s of my highrst estesm.

Signrd by the Swiss Ministor

Tn H rcellency
¥, Gen~ral Hideki TOJO
hel

Prime Finister ~nd Minister of Foreign Affairs
Talgyn.
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Tokyn, 9 Decemher 1942

By mv lettor of 158h Sepbtember addresscd to Hie Txcelleaey,

Geaersal TCJO, thrn Minister of Torgism Affsirs, T hod tho honor to sdvisc
the Imocorial Gov-ram =t that the Govermment of the Unit~d Xingdom wes
dist@fihbnad on thr subjrct of bhad trostment sceorded thr pris-nors of wer

detednod in th~ Zsnzoon prison.

L tele this ocecasion to wroeslle $his matitor to tho kind
g 1

attecation of Touy Zxcellonev nnd wowdd be wery sopr-ciative if ym would
agr-c to tske st~ps to opoessn the fe=rs of the British CGovoriament.

In thanking you in sdvencs for vour kind roponse, I take

this mecesion to ronow, ¥, lo dnister, - smssursncns of my highest
catoom.

Simaed by thr- Swiss Minisinr

To- Zie Txenllency

M. Mesayuki AT

Minister of Toreign Affairs
Mo kyo
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T=E GAIMUSHO

TOKYC
Treasl~tion

¥o, 33/C. R 9 Fobruary 1943

M. 1o Ministre,

I heve the honrr tn nelmowledge recoivt of Your Excellency's
two letiders, ©Mos, C0.1.2.8.~ce. and C0. 1.3.B.—=cr., dated 15 S~nptomher
and. 9 December loast, rol-tive to thr treatment of British orisoners
nf wer ot Rrngoon.

I desir~ tn inform Your Fxeellonev thet the compeotont authoritices
hrve steted thet aftor hoving made full inguiry, the frcts stet~d in the

srid 1nttars nevar occurrcd.

Plessc sceent, M. le Hinister, thr roeacwesd sssursnces of ny
cstorm.

(L. 8.) Ministnar of Toreiszn Affsirs
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€C.1.3.8.-dru Takve 12 Wehrusry 1943
M. Ic Ministre,

By lettor of 15 S-nicmbor sddrcasad to TOJO, then Minister
for Forcign Affsirs, snd by letior of 9 Docember ~dar~ssed tn Your
Txerdlency, I hed the honor to make knowm to the Impeorial Govornmont
thn doubts which His Briteanic Majestyls Zov-rnmont ha2d on thr subjrct
af tho bad trcetmeont o»f prisociners of wer in Rengoomn.

In the mesntime the Goveroment of the United Kingdom heas
requested my Goveramcnt $o communicste to the Imperiel Goveornment ad-
ditinnal informetinn on tne econditions proveilipe =% the seme tims in
the s2ic prison. Aceording to informetisn from the Poreign 0ffics,
superior officeors, Furnovrsn snd Indisn, w-ore slerooed until they lost
conciousncss; thry heve 2180 heen breton on the hesd by Jepsnese soldicrs.
Th~ Injurics $o thrir o»rs end ovea saffered by thr nriscners: fsllowing
the pamching hove de~n ssgrovatsd by the lack of mrdical supnline. SE
medies] ewpplics ~rr insufficicnt ~md the s=nitsry ennditions h=d.  Tw-nty
or thirty mon dicd. Meany non died from dyscntary during the first
months of erptivity censod hy insvfficiont webrr. In =d@ition, Luroposing
haye he:n forerd to carry oub Gegrcding weplk. Scovere punishmopts wore
infliietrd on prisodcres it fig vlsc iy that scme of Thom beyrc been
dFPTIvVed Br mLl Ih0g for two dsys far hovine committod minor off-nscs
and thrt Indian orisoncrs of wrr hrw- been deprivod of food for heving
refuscd to cnroll in the Indian Ungismsl army. 1% 8~~ms 8180 taet c1l
VTifan-re fro in need of »Toper clotZing snd or- in rogs.

The British Zovoroment is most concernnd that this stetn of
thines should -~xist. It insists strongly onen mor- thet thr reprrog-ntativos
0¥ th~ protoetirg Pow-rs =nd the drlrent~s of thr Intrrnational Committen
of the Red Oross be ~nablnd to wislt prisoncrs of wer -nd ecivil ingcrnocs
coon, also thoss in athrr e~mps in Burme, Malsave pnd thr ¥atherlends

.

It oxprosses tho kone that the Imisrial Govornment will ot
rofuse to mecends $0 this Peourst:y  iAf it shorld do s© it will Be oblised
tn conelude thet not only the rroprés which =w: hona rrecived arn corroed,
but =21lso thet 2t nrrsmmt the conditicns src such that thr Jepencso ‘
suthoritics do not desire to sdmit acutral delegatrs to th~ ahove mention~d |
placns.

My above mention~d latters hove not hoen roplind to 2nd
reecsll this matter to the attention of Tour Exceolloncy snd would bo |
vou would consont to intervens with the competeont suthority |
/ 28 soom ns possible, nermission to vigit to my drlhgetos or |
tho dologst~s of the Inteornstiongl Commstics of the Bod Cross the prisons
of Bengoon, prisoncrs and internee ermma in Burme and Meleya, and 2lso

in the southrrn islang-




(AV]

Tleaae - i y 1dn3 . ] 4 L
I'lease acceont, ., le Ministre, the assur grest
esteem, gl the
- B i s
Signed by the Swiss linister

M. 1} a8,
Minister
“okye.
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Thr Swise ILesabtion Beg ths Heior to linform ths Imperisl
Ministry of n affeire thet sccording to informstion recontly
brovght to the & he British Goverament, the condition of
tiis orison-rs of war in Theilond ard Burms lrsves much to b dnsird.

-

Thors are, in nerticul=r, mesy coses of bori-beri, and tho
mrdical supopling to troet this discsse src asp—existent.

Fho om heg drewm the attention
iasists that thr Imperiesl
authoriti~s teke 211 nocnssery meosur-s to send csscntisl modicel sup—
nlica o8 soomn o8 posaibl-~ to thr comps i1 Thailsnd snd Barms.,

rovernment of the Tnited Tingde
of th~ Swiss Cov ram~nt to thrs- mett-~re snd

The Lagationm will be greoatly obliged to thr Imperiel Ministry
if iF will brins th-s: motitrrs to $h- sttchtion of competont suthorities,
iC

and trk~s this nccesion t0 roneow assurences of its ast~rm,

Tokyo, 28 Tobruary 1944
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C0.1.3.6.-Ge
C.1.3.8.—~

By ant~ of 28 Feobrusry th~ Swisz Leogatinn hed th- honor to
inform ti~ Imprrial Ministry of Forcign Affairs thot th~ British
Goveransnt wes rporized thet vrisoners of wer in Thailand -nd Burma
lacked medicsl supplica. It ask-d thrm that the Imp-riel cuthoritios
talze noerssnry mossurse to scnd thom £s soon a8 nossible.

In » new communication, tho London Goverament exprrssed its
degirn to kmow 1f the sbhove mentioned prisoners now heve 2t their
dispnsiticn thn essontinl medicel suprlics.

The Legrtion wonld be gr-stly obliged tn th~ Ministry if it
would furnish the infrrmetion in this r-gerd; »nd takes this ocension
to robew cssurcness of ita high csterm.

Mrlgrn 25 Anmril 1944
To the Impcrirl Ministry

of Foroign Affeirs

Tokyo
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By notrs of 28 February end 25 Anril th: Swiss L-grtion h-d
t=~ honor to inform thr Imp.riel Ministry of Forrigr affrirs thet the
British G vorrm-nt hed bren rpprized that the orison~rs of wer in
Thailand ~nd Burme lrcked mediesl suppline. It roourst~d then thrt
th- eomprtrnt ~uthnritics trke the necosseary morsurce to sond  thom
28 scon ~§ poesible.

Sinc~ thrrs h-s been nn rosponse to this d-t~, the Legetinn

" desirns to ree~ll this motter o0 the kind sttention »f the Mizistry:

it attaches the grontest imoortence to Ymowing if the surviving prisoners
have: now 2% their disnmosel the ess~ntisl modicnl supnlics.

The Legntinn tokrs this sccnsinn to ronew to thr Imporiel
Ministry nssursnces of its high rstoom.

Tokyo, LC Junc 1944
To the Imperial Ministry

of Forcign affeirs

Tokyo
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NG 1. 3.8 . ~TGF

By lettor of 15 Soptembow 1043 addrpsccd to TOJF0. then Minist r for
Foreign Affrirs »nd by letbter of 9 Deecmber to TATI, the Swiss Ministor

hnd tha Ponor to mekeknown the soxiety of fhac British G w-ram-nt or the
subject of the bad troctimont of puisemars of wor in Bongoor prissa.

London Govorament furnish-~d -t the s~m>» $in- = numbher of nrriiculsrs
rel-dive fo0 Ehis tra-tnent.

By lcttor Fo. .33/C. R. of 9 Felpasrpy 3043 th- Minister for Forsiga
Affeirs ropnlicd to tho Swirs Tinistﬁr that the frets mrntionsd in tho
abeve monticned lottors did not Rrvpen.

The Swiss Ministor trrrosmitted tho erztonts of thet leotier to his

Covornacnt for the ~ttontion of the Gowrrnment of the United Kingdom.

Thn Swies Logrtion hegs the honor o iaform th- Imperisl Minietxy
for Foroign Af7rirs thot the British Giveroment Mes in » recent commu—
aieation rogquested thet the followine mettors concerning th-
of prisoncrs of wer in Burma be brouwesht to the notice of the Imperiel
Govornment

1. Tirst commleint concerns ores nf Moulmein and falls undoer
three heedings:

A, Uotifications: According to pnsterrds wrinted by the Jepenese
Authorltirs, about 20,000 British =nd Allisd vrisnners of wer rre
doteined in or rear Moulmein. Tromsfor of prisoners ¢f war to this
cemp hrs nover been notified: end it is believed thet erpture of
meay orisonsrs of war now in this ~nd othor Burmese cempms w8 also
ngwer been notified,. Yor hes eny notification becn roécivad of
mumerous deaths thot rre knowa to hinve occurrsd thers.

22 C-néditions: Conditinne wader which orisnnrs of wrr in Moulmain
cemp ~ro Get-ined srs known te His Majesty'ls Govornment to de &t
lecost 28 bed »8, if not worsed, bhan those which existed dr Thajdemds

if

Doring Octoher snd Ynvember 1942, prigoners of wer in Houlmein iteclf
ore knowvm to h-wve died ~t the rois of spproximatcly 10 per diem,

the principsl ceuse of deetr bHoimg dysentery. In other camps =2d-
minigtercd by tho Jepnnes- Suthoriti-s Iin or arsr Mounlmcin 20 cven
moro ~poclling rete of mortslity hes neehrrcd ~mongst pris-oancrs of
war working on thet Burmese railwey. These donths erc the direct
AT T A Il —————— . :

Al inoviteble result of conditiens in crms snd in werticul ey of e
vholly 11P4~c wbe retions vrovided br the Jeomness suthorities, of
the letter's frilure ¢~ wrovide mndicinns or couinment iz hospitals,
of :lmfst complete lack of sdeguatc elnthing nr oven fontwear snd of
severity of labor exscted from prisoncrs of wer.

n Febyuary of 1944, 25 prisoncrs of
thnrﬂ r)f i r""'\*n' 1::“7‘!" l“ an

ndition =nd mrr. forcod to c"rry ~oticrs in Burmese
thoy hed reecntly heen epotvured on . the Zrelen frond
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(which wes nnt the cose). Thoy wore furthor held up to ridicule
ond contemot by A Jepancse officor who sccompeniad THEEBEr=de.
Srch nrocesdings nre clorrly contrarv t» honsredble stendards of
warfare and vnworthy of » n-tion calling itself civilized, ~o=2rt
from being = brosch of Article 2 of th~ Prisonars of W-r Convenfion
2. Scernd comolsint concerns conduct of Jnmen se tronms in forwerd
arcos in Burm~. In the course of the first two Burme comorigns
thrse trocps committed 2 numbar of ~trocities on prisoncrs of wor
(instrncos corn be supplied if required). Tho oroseat Burmn
como~ign bas been marked by the mesgacrg.and 311-trcoatment of Fritish
zac Indien vrisoncrs of wer, including wounded soldirrs =26 mecdicel
ooreonnal, coapturead nesr Ngakvodauk on Tebrusry 7, 1944.

A Medicsl nersonnel wore tortured by ticht bindine of their
hende for lone verinds =nd doprivetion of food ~nd weter for two drys.
To medicel stiecntinn whe tever wes civer bR WAGHOSE Prisoncrs of wer

a8 tiose poticnts who grosned from pein wore shnt or beyonetted,
Ot r patients wrro deliboratelv put in lin~ of fire which result-d
in ot lecst onc derth =nd mony injurics. o attemnt wes mede to evacuate
prisoncrs of wer,

Ca Frbrusrv l4th, Jap~nes- forcos evocurtnd the sres. 3efore

doing s¢ taey dalibexotels memgsacred tho rem-inine priscnsrs (nt Lerst
20 Britis >nd Indisng, meny 07 waOm Werr WASTINS “e0 Oross Frm Latbtorings)

y shooting. Thisc facts ~r= known from testimony of eye witncssges.
Forthor instences of brutality of Japnnese forwrrd trooos during the
proscat crrmpeien 2red
2 Ixccution or bcheeding of wounded Wost &friemn l-nee corpornl nt

Paoongyi Ky sung ~t the end of J-nu~ry 1944.
B. . Bayonetting of four Indisn solci-rs who hrd sttomrtrd to cscape
from » prisonara of wer crmp rhout 5 milss Test of K~lawsin in
Jenu~ry, 1944, 3

‘ (}*J"’/b. Hrgs~creo with swords of ~bout 50 wounded Britoins ~nd Indi-n

“prisoners of wer in Monipur in Merch 1044,

D Outrdﬁn cormitt~d nn llnrch 26, 1944, »% Khendok when = Yoat Africon
prisonsr of wor was tind t5 2 trce, his fineer neoils wre cut off
and kis hoert cut out by » Jrornese modicel officor.®

dis 3ritenanic Fnjestyls Govermment coneideors it of gro~t imonritsnce
thnt the Imouriel eutiioritice mrke = comlet~ inguiry into the ahovo
mentionad focts raé trke ~11 pronnr meesurcs to vrovont their ropetition.

In thookiang in advrnee the Imwoeriel Ministr— for its kind rosponse,
the Legetion tekes this ocersion to ronow the ~ssur-ncrs of ite high
estoen.

Tokvrn, 4 Julv 1044
To the Imperial Ministry
of Forecigr affrirs
Taokyo
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Durine his rocent visits to prisoncry of wor c-mps in Jrpan;
the Swiss delogate lorrned th-1t there were still scversl cosns of
bori-beri smong the nrisoners. It spposrs, moraover, thrt they rre of
lonz strading.

Th- British Government inclines to the belicf thot bori-beri

ig slwva romosnt in other cemws in the Fer Test and it roaucsts the
Swisa Leontion to intervane to obtein on scsur-nce that the necessary
stoos W ve been teken $9 eombat this disecse.

In ths Legrtion's leattors of 28 Februory, 25 #pril ~nd 10 Junas,
to the Imoerisl Ministry for Tor~ign Affnirs, th- London Govornment
hes alrcady rrcufqtoi thot medical supmlies be s nt to crmps in
Thriland end Burme waere theroe is beri-beri.

Tho Liegrtion would %. roryr muel ohlign

Ministrv of Forcign Affa 1€ it would m
this subject.

d. to the Twnrri?l
known its vicws on

Tokyn, 9 susust 1944,
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NOTE®E VERIAL &

The Imperiesl Ministry for Foreign aAffeirs has the honor to
ecknowledge recein the Swise Legation's letter do. CC.1.3.8.-EGE.
of 4 July last reletive tc the treatment of Zriticsh prisoners of war
in Zurna.

i B 2
o
Hh

The inistry c¢esiree to inform the lLegetion of the following
metters efter heving hed & reply from the Competent authorities to
vhom it hel mede inguiry on thie subject:

1. In protest Jo. 1-4, the oritish Government alleged that the trans-—
fer to Zurama of sllied prisoners of wer hel not been made known to
it. 3ut in reslity the majority of Zritich and Allied prisoners
of war who were then in Zurme hal. been oriscners of war attached
to cemps in Theilend anc Malays ard hac beci provisionally trans-
ferred to lurma. The Imoperial Governicent which specially con-
cerns itself with the communicetion of names of prisoners of
var hes alresdy notified the International Committee of the Red
Cross of the nemes of more then 10,00C priconers of wer atteched
to camps in Theilend and lialaya. The names of ceceased prisoners
in thege regions are actually in the course of communication.

D The reply to other quesetions recently submitted will be communicated
after an exemination of the allegecd faocts.

26 August'l944
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MEMORAZDL X
by Memorsnfum 1.0. CC.1,5.1-EGi. detec 9 sugust lest, the Swiss Legetion
gent tc the Imocrial Linistep of roreign «ffeirs o request from the Sritigh
Governient reletive to the matter of Lteri-beri smong prisoners of war.

end. hyciene of oriscners of wer, trkes »dded messures, such s monthly medicel
exeminetiop in eech prisoner of wer ceip, to ensdle sickness 10 be treated~ime
its first stege. 4s a preventive measure eszinst beri-beri, the competent
euthorities give thez, as the Miunister heg informecd the Legetion Dy Note
Verbele To. 215/C. R, cated 29 July last, replying to that of the legation w
Y0, Ou.1.5.1.-cCeu of 9 December 1943, umpolishel rice in plece of polished
rice, also rice bram, concentrrted vitemias, etec., enc. in consecuence,_they
do not leck yiteming. The numoer of oriconers suffering from beri-beri

s lese than 1;; in Jepen, 2né the seme in Theilend, and in Zurme only a

rete of uncer 2. and these figures cre actuplly Gininishing on ~ccount

of prover treetment being ziven. 411 of which goes to show thet there

is no need for ~ny anxiety on this subject.

The Imperial Governient, by exercisin: creat vizilance as to the health

o |

ig fer as the food in zenersl of the prisoners is concerned, the
competent suthorities are 51V1Lé them, in spite of cifferent obsiacles
erising in t“e suonly situstion, the seme food in quality end quantity

-af o

4%
7
s thet of Jeorenese bese troops. It is srid that it is much superior
to that of tke Jeprnese generslly.

a.
4.

-~

Concerning priconere in the cromos of Theilend snd Eurme, to which
the Legation mrCe refercuce in the lest oert of ite seid Nemorandum,
the ssme messures are teken for their health, snd the necesssry remedies
are provided for them.

¢ October 1544
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oy acts ¢l 4th ‘uly tle Swiss legation Ped tbe honor to send toc the
Woeriel Minisgt.sy for soreicn Affeirs a communicetion from
Majesty's Governoent on the subject of 1ll-treatment of 5? of ver in
turma. The Loncon Government cited seversl ceses of torturing of priconers.

It complained z2lso tkhat the nemes of priscners in -urme had not been notified.

On 26th sugust the «inisi *ﬂ'inf<r“ed the Legetion theot many orisoners
of war in _urpma hal been tempOJw?ilF transferred there, and thet they were
attachel to camps in Theilend and mualeya. The Iuperisl sovernment, which
wae tryingz to pﬂceler’te the trarsmission of nemes of prisoners of wer in
ite power, had alreedy rotified the Internstionel Cormittee of the Red Cross
of more then 10,000 pea-cs of prigoners in the said cemps. “he Kinister
acced that he woulé revly to tke other points set out in the iritich
compunication efter on exanination of the alleged fects.

“he Legetion hes informed its Governument of the preceding matters,
to be forverdecy, the Government of the United XKinglom.

It is set out in & recent commmicstion from ondon thet the Iritish
Government coansicers it of greet imoortsonce 1o know, ee scon as possible,
the result of the in-uiry mecde by the ‘mperisl euthorities on the subject
of the trcetment of prisoners in -urie esné of the tortures which they
suffered. Lhe competent suthorities Lrve ked more then three months —
since tie .sgetion's note of 4th ‘uly — to meke the necessery investigations

L N B S P —on 4t o
1 alS WP LTEeT s

£Yso, the London suvernment has r*~veste€ thet the ottenticn of th
veganese vovernnent be ¢r-vn to the crse of 2 further etrocity in zurma.
It gt tes thet it Les learuec of the LJlluvdnﬁ cese from en eye-witness:-

".bout a yeer eofter _ritish withdrawel from Lavoy 'sometire in 1943),
I xit;osi%ELc Zecution o e1X Eritlsr soldi srs vho I wes told were officers.

"n the morning previous .to the exccution, & town crier went sround
ke town of Tavoy be “*:A\ e gong anc inviting tormspeople to be present
on an open fieléd neer the post cffice. Leny went to witness the execution.

L saw the sit ~r1t1sh _solciers each t’cgmto'ﬂ crogsg end Ebggﬁiig_f" were
three ,cokne g01ci ers anc three .uraecse civil policemen. hen tne order
we.s élvei, tmz&g ;amagg§° §61dTers cn rgec ce of the =ritish

] ounets rx ,utﬁLeL ninutes later, th
tézo urhese c1v1l J¢wcu,og bayonetted the remainingAturqe critish
soldiergs. The gix lish solciers were nﬁrefooted, they were Xhaki
s£orts onc vests. Lhey were rot blind? ulceo j

D
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the -overnment of the Upited Kingdom Cesirce to know the neaes of the
sir sritish soldiers and hee demended that en incuiry be opened and that the
culprits bo punishec. It refers to the letter of the Swiss Minister to
SuiGenl ol detec 21lst October in which it ves stetec thet the urltlSﬂ uuverh—

Tac. lorrned of the puttine to desth of four 'noipns in tr

J.
poteik (.urie) snd reiscs » very strons p oroteost peeingt tre m?nncr in which
O, Lt further demends thot an incuiry be mrde and tast the
culnrits be runished.

~inslly, the .overnment of the United Kingdom hes recuested that
thc Imperial -overnment e notified thet it hes received reoorts thet
:c1t10 18 in Rencoon Centrel Geol sre extremely bed. This priscn is

sud 78 o cerp ené. in it sre sbout 700 Zritish, Americens s~nd Incians.
Thesc prisoners are ill-trestod ond meescures must be token immedietely
for prover medicel supplies to bec sent to theum. =

The Logation would be very much obliged to the Imperial Ministry
if it would inform it as socn es possible ss to the sttention which has
been givern to the reruests of the iritish Government, and in thanking in

advence for its kind response, it trkes this occeslun to renew sssurasnces
of its hizh esteem.

Tokyo, 18 Lovember 1944
s ths imperial kinistry

of foreign Affairs
Tokyo.
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o oy, 10 A =TI Uokyo, 4 December 1944

M. le kinistre,

I have the honor to inform Your izcellency that the Zritish end
Austrelisn sovernments heve requested my Government to send the following
copnmunicetion to the Jepenese Government:—

"Some 100 sustrelisn and United Kingdon survivors from the capenese
ire nsnortﬁrn"f. "Rekuyo Maru" torpedoed in South China See on September 12th
have roeched sustrelis and reet .ritein. iollowing is & brief summery of
the knowlefge which hes consecuently come into the possession of Lis iwrjesty's
Government in the United Kingdom ond. Austrelis regarding trestment of Zritish
and sustrelien prisoncrs of wer by Jeosnese militery suthorities; =2ll aveilebl
prisoners of wer in Singepore sné Jave were moved esrly in 1942 to urme or
Theilend. sustrerlisns wore sent by see to .urme crovced into ships! holds
vhich had becn horizontelly sub-divicded so thet ceilinge were no more than
4 feet high. Prisoners from the united Kingdom were sent by rail to Thailend
go crowiel into steel cattle trucks thst they could not even lie down Curing
the Journey They were then merched some 80 miles. 4ll were sent to work |
on tre .construction of ‘2 reilwey througk primitive disesse-infected jungle
in Theiland enc rurma. C nditions under which 21l these men lived and worked
were inhumen; such sccomocetion a8 wes provided geve little or no protection ‘
ageinst trovical reins or blazing sun. ‘orn out clothing wes not replaced
en. soon meny leciked clothing, boots ané heed covering. The only food pro-
vided wee a pennikin of rice and e smell cuentity of watery stew three tines
e ¢ay, but work hré to go on without resoite whetever cost in humen suffer—
ing or life. Tho inevitable result wes & dreadful deeth rate, the lowest
estimate being 20 percent. These conditions continued until the reilwey
was finished sbout October 1943 when those not neecec for maintenence
work were movod to cemps in Theilend end leter to Singespore en route to Jepen.

":ho roscued nen were on o ship vhich left wingevore eerly in Seotember
1944. Tlnere were probebdly 1300 united Kingdow end ..ustre lian prisoners of
wer on boeré. sftor she wis .sunk, the ceponese Celiberately picked up 211
capeness survivors but left the prisoners to their fete. Stetements of our
men constitute direct end unimpoeechedle evicence of the outrageous trestment
by the Jdepencse of defcnceless prisoners of wer.!

The Governmeunts of tho United Kingdom end sustrrlia meke o strong
protest eg-inst the inhumen treatment inflicted on those prisoncrs.

I aéc that I Leve informed his = rcelleney k. le lhinistre HUZUKI
in 2 personrl letter of 18th .ovember thet the survivors of the "Rakuyo
lisru® have, according to =ritish informetion arrived in ingland and
sugtrelie and thet a public strtement will be mede in these two countries,
following the suathunt of the sbove mentioned on the ill-trestment inflicted
upon priscncrs of wer in Theilend and Lurna.

sccovot, . le Minister, the sssurances of my highcst esteen.

To-zdg EX cncy Signed by the wwiss linisver

ktﬁ%&tcr of foreign nffﬁlrs,*okvo
a0
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‘e Swiss Legrtion hes the honor to inforrm the Imperisl Ministry for
Foreign affsire thet rccording 10 a communicationtfrom the Lritish GCovern-—
ment there nes been fiund in Lurma e r §neogrephed booklet cntitled: " otes
for the 1ntbrrog Ltion of —risonors of wer," snd merked "Veory secret."
vAS DUt out on 6th August 1947 Dby tho Wegashi Diyigion £ Anc. bore
the 315n'ture of UcIra s, T is booklet wes to De uced o8 o guide to
interrogrte tritish, .americen enc Dutch prisoncrs s=ndé conteins the following
pasgrgegl. e

"I. Cere must be ecxercised vhon meking uge of rcbukes, invectives or torture
(gomon) as it will result in his telling fsolechools s~nd meking o fool

II. The following are the methods normelly to be adopted:

a) Torture (gomon,) which includes klcklncj bgating end enything
connected with physical sufferin:. This method to be uscd only
vhen everything ©lsec Ieils »5 1t is the most clumsy one. (Lote:
in the toxt, the passege is svecielly merked.) Chenge the inter-
rogating officer when using violent torture, and good results can
| e had if the new officer guesticms in e sympathetic memner.

bFhreater—"
1. =ints of futuro physicel discomforte, for instsnce: torture,
murcer, storving, solitery confincment, deprivation Of slceo.

2. Einte of future mentel discomforts, for instance: he w
not be allowed to_senc letiers, to inform his home hc is a
'~_wkt*sonor, he will not be given thc same treatuent o8 tho
other prisoncrs of war, he will be kept till the lest in the
evernt of an excheige of orisoners, etc.”

i3

W P

tn

&neé?ovcrnmont of the initecd Kingdom hag rcoucsted thet the attention

of the Jewsnese Govermmont be drewva to the foregoing. It recalls that the
Jepenesc Government hag rccently strongly dmnied that Imperiel suthorities
mrke usc of torturc (sce lcttg_;ﬁxgg\) s IGEMITSU to the Swige Minister of
ist duly 1lost). To. /J’f/

Tl

The Loncon GFovernment preosumes thet the sbuve mentionec instructiouns

have been given . unknown ° te " the Iiperisl Governicent ard it recuircs
rot only that tho Jmprnese Government revoke these instructioans, but thet

it will punish the versons who grve them.

1 ssking the Ministry to mrke known as soon os possible the response
of the .Agcr al ~overnment to the oregent communication, the iLegation tekes
this occasion to renew its ossurances of high esteenm.

Yo the Imperial lMinistry Tokyo, 5 Lccember 1944
of Foreign sffairs, Tokyo
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Dy notes of 4th July end 18th Noverber, the Swiss Legrtion had the
honor to inform the Imperisl Ministry of Foreign Affeire thet the Government
of Hig @ritennic '”JLSJ hnad comploined of the ill-trcatment to vhich the
vrigoners of wer irn Furme head been subjected. It cited mony crses of

torture which had been inflicted upon +hp o prisoncrs. 4lgo 1t sdvised that
tho coniitions in the "Rengoon Centrel Jail," vhore 700 prisoncrs of wer wore
confined, were very bsd, and that medical ottehtion ought to be dispensed
quickly to tkose rbove nemed priscners.

The Ministry will remcnbor that on 28th Auzust it had perticulorly
notified the Legetion that it would respond, efter examinsilon of the clloged
facts, to tihe ooints listed in the bdritish communiceotion trensmitted by the
abcve mentionec. noto of 4th July.

No response hoving becn received to this dote, tho Legation dosires

to recell this metter to the kind attention of the Imperial Ministry. The
Government of tho United Kingdom wes in effect very desirous to know as soon
»s possible the resulte of the inguiries undertnken by thc Imperisl sutkoritie
on the subject o¢f the metters referred to in the sbove mentionel notes.

In asking the Ministry if it #ill kindly a:tend to this so. that the
Loncéon Governiment rry bo iuformed o5 soon £s vossible, the Legation takes
thisoccesion to rcaev ngsurences of its high estoen.

p]
©
He
O

Tokyo, 23 Jaruery
To the Imperial Ministry

of Foreign affsirs
Tokyo.

o 8 o —
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£0.1.3.8.—FGe.
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By notes of 4th July, 18th Novoobor snd 23rd January, the Swiss
Logztion had the honor to infor: the Imporial Ministry of Foreign Affairs
thet the Governient of Eis Britennie Msjesty had corplained of the ili-
treatront to which the prisoncrs of wer in Bburme hed beon subjected. It
cited meny ceses of torture whicl had becn inflicted upon thesc prisoners.
Algo it advised that the zonditicns in the "Rangoon Ccntral Jail" whore
700 prisoners of war were confined, were very bad, aad thEtredical

attention ought to be dispenscd cuickly to those abcve nazed prisoners.

The Ministry will rewmciiber that on 26th August it had perticularly
notified the Legetion that it would resoond, aftor examination of the
alleged facts, to the points listed in the british comrunication trans-
ritted by the above nentioned note of 4th July:

No resvonse heving been receivel to this date, the Legetion desires
to reecall this catter to the kiné attention of the Iuperial Ministry. The
Governizent of the United Kingdoz wes in effect very desirous to know as
soon as possible thc resulte of the incuiries undertesken by the Imperial
authorities on the sudject of the zatters refcrred to in thc sbove mentioned
notes.

In asking the Ministry if it will kindly attend to thig so that the
London Governmcnt may be informed s soon os ssible, the Legation

takes this occasion to renew essurances of its h ch esteen.

Tokyo, 19 March, 1945

7o the Imperial Ministry
of Foreign Affeirs
Tokyo.
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€C.1.7.68.-FGd.
CCa3B46s [3.8

by lettor of 4 Decerber thy Swiss Ministor had the honor to bring
to the attention of is Excellency M. Mamoru SHIGEMITSU a protest cof the
British end Austrelien Governients agalnst tho ill-trestment inflicted
on prisoncrs of wer in Thailand end Burma, as woll as against the con-

ditions under which & ccrtein nurber of prisoners hed beon transported
n would be very

fron Singaoore on the "Raiuyo Maru.” The Swiss Logati

mmch obliged to the Imperial Ministry of Foreign Affairs if it would
comzunicate the reoply of the Jepencsc Govermment to this protest, and
it takes this occeasion to rencw to the Ministry the assurances of its
high osteeu.

=
9]
0

Pokyo, 23 April 1945

To the liperial Ministry
of Forcign Affairs
Tokyo
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Roferring to otes Nos. CC...3.8.-EGf. end CC.1.3.8.-EGe./CC.1.7.57/
0C.1.7.60., uf tho Swiss Legation under dates of 4th July and 18th Novermber,
1944, and follow1n vz > Note No. 248/C. R. of 26th avgust, 1944, tho Izperial
Ministry of Forovign Affeiis has the honor to inforwe the Legation as follows,
based on the report of comocto.t authoritics:
1. As rogercs notification of transfer of priscners of war (varagraph 1-a of

the British Govermrent's probest tzeasnitted by ncte No. €C.1.3.8.

EGf of 4th July 1¢74), it was rovlied to by letter Wo. 246/C. R. of

26th August, 194<.
1-3 of the
British protest), tho authorities conceracd rogret that the situation
of prisoners of war in Moulmein cemos and in the outskirts of that
city arc such thet the concentrated efforts of a2ll the sanitary services
of the Jspenesc troons cennot prevent the sproad of discases of the
digestive syston, ete., cescs of whick have lncressed, caused not only
by the very bad conditions due to the elicete, but also by the frepuent
interruption, in the rainy season of 1343, of comrunicetions with these
localities. Tr: prisoners szre not the only ones who suffer fron this
difficult situs.ion; thc Japancse troops stotioned in the sare region
were themselves obliged to fzee the geme situstlon. DSut by the exiza—
ordinary efforts of the troope in theso places, in tke gutuzn of the
saile year, necessary sanitery instellations were comoleted, aand in
consecuence the nusbver of sick anc¢ dcaths was consicercbly lcssened.

2. As regards the trecatiient of prisoners of wer (paracraph
& ~ ¥ Pl s

3. The inguiry madoc into tlo sudicet of the sxzhibition of prisomers of wer
(paragraph 1-C of thelritish protest) disclosecs thet no such thing ever
occurred.

4. Tre full inguiry —ede by coupetent suthorities has shown thet it is
iapossible to acccot the allegetiocn ¢f the Writiek Govornnent thet

atrccities were committed by Japrnese troups in surpe (raragraph 2
of the Sritish protest an? tho last psrt of the letter of 18th
Noveuber, 1944.)

The competent authorities, vho sre just os concerned sbout the treatzent
of orisoners of war nov #s tley have been in the pest, continue to guice the

Japenese troops sccorcingly =t thesc places.

15 Mey 1945

~



Ly 1cttcr of 4th Docexbor the Swiss Minister hed the honor to btring
S St s e ‘.L‘tl’““ i

of Eis Ixcellency M, Meroru SHIGHMITSU, a protest from
TR Py pBbin ot oy e XA

L Anstralien Governionts sgrinst L 111—trvatmbnt inflicted
cn “ri:orurs of ver in Thailand end Furma, as well as ageinst the conditions
under which a certain nunbder of orisoners hed becn trensported from Singa~
vore avoard the "Rskuyo Meru.

Wil s

on .

By note of 23rd Abrll the Swiss Legetion cxpresscd to the Imperial
inigtry of

Foreicn Affeirs its cesire to De ecqueinted vwith the point of
Vi sw of the Jeoenese Coverasent on this protest.

{fithout TO320580 to thig¢ dete, tho Legetion desires to recell this
..... =tter Lo th nt of the Ministry.
It takes this oeccasion to rencw the & i i

asurancos 'of its high cstee.

Karizawe, 2 July 1945
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The Swise Logation has tho honor to infor: the Imperial Ministry of
Foreicn Affairs thet Eis Zritannic Majosty's Governuent has requosted the
Federal authorities to adircss in its neme the following note to the Irperial
Government: 3
"1. The following signed strterent has Doon zade by a Eritish soldig£ capturet

by Japancsc Forces ncar Undaw, Suris on the 24th Jenuary 1¢4o. Ihis

soldicr had Dbecn wounded during the night by = bullet which had entored
the 1oft side of his back end eciicrged through his right buttock.

1At daybresk the Jepenese appeered (sbout 15 of thern) end the first one

took off =y cap couforter and hit me across the heed with the flat of

Lig beayonet. Anothor Jeoenese took ny wrist wetch and others woent

through ny »ocltets trking = purse, cigrrette cese, fountain ocn, pencils

and =y orrti snd 11 army pey book, also ry identity disk: Two Jaosnese
then took hold of mo to try and stand on my feet, but I ¢ollavsed to the
ground. LH¥y thon took hold of oy wrists enc drrgeed me aporoxicetely

200 yards to a temole in Undaw where a Zurresc wes tied up, end taking

Ze inside, theor wired =y ankles 2nd attoched the wire to s bolt on a door,

leaving e henging with ©y shoulders resting on tho ground. One Jespanese

officer eonrd two other ronks then oprocecded to puestion rme reference tenks,
ertillery, olance snd the disposition of our bettalion. (I agkcd to see
the medicel officer sbout my wounds. He wes brouvght in. My shirt and
trousers were cut with scissors. Ec looked et the wound but no dressings
wore applied.) I reolicd thet I Gid not know anything end only tolé then
ny nsme, number ond rank. They then left me, but were in and out =oeking
the sene cuestions. I askod for water but was refused. They then brought
in Fusilier Dodd wvho wes in my scction into the toimle. Eis hands were
tied behird hig beck. o did not spwear to bo wouncod. He remarked to
me, "I don't helf feul dry." as soon as he epoke they took hin away and
tho last I saw ki he was being teken round & suell hill. They sppcared
azein end asked me sone quostions s before, throwing ny AE 64 dovm by
the side of mo, Next thing recollected was thonm cutting me Gown end
plecing me on an icprovised stretcher. 4 bottle of weter wes placed

outside ry recach end on trying to got hold of it I knocked it over; I

Just msnaged to got a mouthful. During the night our artillery started

a hombardrent end en officer took my rifle snd rounds snd went out. Thet

is the lest I saw of the Japanesc. The following morning I sew two men

vaseing the door and on calling out to them founc. thoy werc Royal Scots.
xnyv gave e sone wotor end scnt for e strceatcher. I wes tekon deck to
the field embulance. (Signed) J. B. Thomes Fus.!
2. Tho Zritish officers who were oresent when Fusilier Thores (and the

bocy of thc Zurmese civilian) were recovered. stete thet outeide the

torple thes dlSCOVOva the body of enothor prlsonur wvho had. been buried
of the ground.

The Govcrn:cnt of kis orivennic Mcjcsty denends thet the Imperiel
Governrent teke the nocessery measures to »rovent o recurrence of like things.
end desirecs »lso to be informed of the punishment inflicted on the official
né the Jepencsc soldiers rosponsidle for the ill-troetment inflicted on thesc
Zritish prisoners of wer.

In asking tho Ministry to kindly compunicete the responsc of tho
Izoerial Governrment to tho orosent notification, the Logetion takes this
ovocrtunity te renow the assursncos of its kizh csteor. Karulzewa, 5 July 1S4
To the Izperial Ministry of Forcicn affairs, Tokyo. :
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5 Julv 1943 (a-1)

2 July 1943 (4-2)

30 Aug 1943 (4-3)

29 Sept 1943 (A-L)

1 Oct 1943 (A-5)

20 Oct 1943 (4-6)

Swiss IMinister to Foreign lMinister (Shigemitsu)
Forwards protest from the British Government that re-
ports indicate that British prisoners of war in
Thailend are being ill-treated throuzh lack of food,
clothing, and medicines and condition aggravated by
heavy work on railroads and road building. Requested
authority be given Swiss Consul at Bangkok to visit

* canps and report upon conditions.

Ministsr of Foreign Affajrs (Shigemitsu) to Swiss Minis-
ter answering letter of 5 July 1943 staies that pris-
oners of war in Thailand are equitably treated; all
sick have received proper medical treatment at pris-
oners of war hospital. Denies permission to visit the
camps.

Minister of Switzerland to Foreign Minister Shigemitsu)
rorwards further protest from United Ringdom re ireat-
ment of British prisoners of war in Thailand; states

that they have been living in the jungle under extreme

hardship, insufficient food, numerous diseases such as

beri beri, dysentery, diarrhea, malaria and cholera;

with deaths in excess of 3000; with no proper medicines.
1

Swiss llinister requests Foreign 1llinister to help amel-
iorate the conditions.

7igs Mini i, ini of Foreign Affairs
(Shigemitsn). Forvards protest by Britiish against
prisoners of war being employed in Thailand in viola-
tion of Article 27 of Geneva Convention and again de-
mended authority to visit prisoners of war camp in
Thailand be granted Swiss Consul at Bangkok.

lMinister of Foreien Affairs (Shisemitsu) to Swiss Minis-

ter. States that British prisoners of war rsceived

same treatment as Japanese soldiers in Thailand; further
states that Jepencse government believes that British
attitude is bazed on informaition from unreliable
sources. Permission to visit prisoner of war camps for
military reasons can not yet be given.

Ans.:erlne, brotes’c forwarded Sept 29 states that there
is no such fact as referred to in the protest.
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6 April 194k (A-7) Swiss Lecation to Foreirn !Ministry (Shigemitsu)

20 July 1ok (A-8) Jepanese Mipister (Shizemitsu) answering memorandum 6 4o

States that Japanese Ambassador at Bangkok informed
Swiss Consul at Bangzkok that:

l. Commandant of prisoner of war camps in Thailand does
not recognize the Swiss Comsulate's mandate to protect
American and British interests in Thailand. In con-
sequence, the Swiss Consul is not allowed to make gifts
of necessaries and money to prisoners of wer,

2. The receipts for goods and funds are only signed Dby
the Japanese authorities.

As to (1) the Swiss Legation stated it could not see why
it ‘should nct act as protecting power in Thailend and
occupied countries. 4s to (2) observes thet the Japanes
authorities in preventing the signing of receipts by
prisoners of war for goods sent them, as such attitude
is in violation of the Geneva Convention. The Swiss
Legation reserves the right to meke a formal protest
against "the incomprehensible attitude of the commandant
of the prisoners of war camps in Thailand.

1S4/, States as to the first subject of said memorandum
that it wouvld be a mistate to assume that the right of
Swiss to visit prisoners of war camps was established by
the recognition of the Thailand government of the Swiss
as proteciing pover. As to the second point that "it is
always possible, as a gesture of goodwill to have the
receipts signed by the rrisoners' representatives.
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I.r.5¢ Wo. 2767-.-1-8 Paga Yo, 1
Srotemeny of Source tnc utoonticity
I. galter Bossi, hereby certify that I am officially connected with

the Gov.rnment of Switzsrland in the following copacity: Swiss_Diplomatic

Representative, and as such official T have custody of the documsnts, consist-

ing of eight lettsrs and notcs, as listed on Ixhibit .. attached hersto ond

described as follows: True cony of lstters and notes in French from the

sdnister of switzerland addressed to the Jap-nese jinistry of Foreign .ffairs

7

‘néd the original replices thereto of the Jap-neseinistry of Foreign .ffairs

1ddressed to the “inister of gwitzsrland.

I further certify that the attached letters snd notes ~re official records of
the Swiss legotion in Japan and that they are a part of the official archiwves

and files thercof.

Signed at Tokyo on this /s/ ¥i. Bossi ST
Signature of fricial

10th- day of December, 1946.

o2 e : = Ay = JO Sv 1 D'hl ""t. Renraso tat' a

Atness: [s/ iiax R. Joss Swiss Diplom>tic Represcntative

Offieial Capacity

Stoicment of Official Procurament

I, 2nd It, Bric j: Fluishar, hereby certify that I am associated with

the General Headquarters of the Supreme Commander for the ,jllicd Iowers, ~nd
that the cbove certification was obtained by me from the ~bove signed offi-

cinl of the Swiss Government in the conduct of my official busingss.

Signed ~t Tokyo on this _[s/ ric . Fleisher, 2nd It. .UST

1-~.'
i St L

10th d~y of Duc., 1946.

el

__Invostignator, IES
Adtness® Honry Shinciima (s) Officinl Unpaocity
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Letter dated 5 Juily 3942 Froi: the Swiss sdnister to
051G 15U (CC.1.3.6.~dcu. )

Letter dated 24 July 1943 frow the Japanese ifinistor
o - i L : : R a i S / -
of Foreign .ffairs to the Swiss 'inister (Ho. 249/C.R.)

Lotter doted 30 wugust 1943 from the Swiss [ dnister to
SHIGA.ITSU (0C.1.3.6.5dban. )

Letter dated 29 S ptember 1943 from the Swiss Hdnister -
to tre Japanese IFdnistry of Foraign «ffairs (€C.1.3.6.~
dezz. CC.1.5.2.)

Letter A~ted 1 October 1943 from Japznesa idnister of
Forsizn .ff~irs to the Swiss "inister (Wo. 376/C.R.)

Note Varbale d=ted 20 Uctober 1943 from the Japsncse
Jdnistry of Foreign iffairs to the Swiss Itinister (No.

LOT/C.R. )

fwamorandum dated 6 wpril 194/ from the Suiss kinister
to the Japenese !inistry of Forcign .ifairs (Cb.l sl
Hots Vorbnle dated 20 July 1944 from the Japanese iinistry
of Foruign /[ Zfirs to the Siiss winister (Tio, ZCS/C.A,)

-—E«.-‘v.?. )
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CCL1i3.6.~den Tokyo 5 July 1943

I have the honour to bring to the knowl.dge of Your Axcellency
tiie folloiing protest from the British Goverraent to the Imperial Govern-—
mente

"The British Government are receivig f—ogmentary reports th:ut

British prisoners of war in Thailand are bein, guiitted to trertment so

callous thit mony of them 2re seriously ill. TF"wc, 2 dependable source
"1tly in Thoiloand tells of serious defici ue. ;ue in rotions issued,

i ck of suitable clothing n~nd shocs nd complsted lock of cuimine and other
medicines, It is also understooa that priso..sme of war hnve been put to

heavy work on ro.d ~nd railw:y oduiiding which 'v‘:,:-‘v tes ths conditions
induced by deficienciss of their diet ~nd by their lack oi clothing and
icines.

is the Japonese Government continuc (despite repsated reguests
that they honour thoir own widertaking to apoly tha terms of the Prisoners
of frr Convention) to withhold ~uthority to r:pecsant tives of protaecting
Power to visit Th~i cu.mps, these eircumst-ntisl reports provide the only
inforration available to Brit vlsu Governmont which must be acceptabls
to them as representing f"xct';. Thay therefora santer the most foranl and
vj *‘fo;«:\'v: nrotest to tha Jdapanesa f‘ov rni.ant ragreerding the conditions under

(&)

ch British prisoners of wap are hgid in' fh: 1,':. nd nd recuast in most
irsi:;:tmt terms thit the Swiss Consul ~t Ban:-kok be given every ficility

to enrry out functions of ravrescnt-tives of thwe protesting rower under

the Convention ~nd in narticular to visit c~mps -nd report upon candl’rlons
and to speck to ¢nwp represeatativas ~nd to indg@viduil pri soners.

In ~sking your dxcallency to consaut ‘(¢ let ne know the response

J

-31" the Ii nerial Govermuent to this protest of thoe 'BI‘ltJ.Sh Governmant, I
4 -
< 18 0een

sion, i'r. Minister, to ronaw the ®ssurances of by hlbhw

The idinis@oer of Switzerland

o
His fix
Lz,

idnister of Foreign [ ffairs
UJklu
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THS GATlUSED
TORYO
Tronslation ; 24 July 1943

I have the honor to acknowledge recsipt of Your BExcellency's
letter No. CC.l.3.6.-dcu., of 5th inst. conceriing the treantment of
prisoners of wir in capsin Tnrilwnd, and viedkd %o these comps.

The ccopetent ~uthorities, to whom the contents of the s-»id
letter were imsgdistely communicnted, have informed ms that prisoners in
cap in’ Thriland 2re eguit~bly freated; all the sick hawe received proper
medical trentment b a prisomer of war hespital. ds regards = visit to tha
camp, permission will not be given for the present.

Flonsa n~ceept, idr. Minister, the renowed assurances of my
highest csteen,

e

tgmoru SFIGEMITSU
(eSS Minister of Foreign Affairs

fo His Sxcoliere s
M. Camiile forge
irnister Sxtracrdinary and !
Znvoy Plenipotentiary for
Switzerland

(/]
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CC.l.3.6.—=dbcu, Tokyo 30 .ugust 1943

Referring to ny letter of 5 July, I have the honour to bring to
the knowledge of Your Excellency th:t according to rescent information re-
ceived by the Government of the United Kingdom, the condition of British
prisoners of wor continues to leswve mueh te be desired.

Since their -~rrival in Th-oiland, the prisoners have been living
in the jungle under conditions of extreme h~rdship with snanitary conditions
very reduced. Food hns becn, for Buropeans, insufficient and numerous
diseases such s beri beri have becn c-used by under-ncurishment, Further,
the prisoncrs have becowe very weak through lack’ of meat, and they are
suf fering from dysentery and diarrhen. Cases of molarin are olso very
mumerous., IThe state of health of thie prisondrs is extremely critical and
the number of denths execeds 3,000.

Also, prisoners :re reocuired to work long hours, without break,
and they re short of clothes, cspecially trousers nnd boots. Rascently,
in order to speed up cunstruction of 2 railwey, they hawve becn taken to
work at 211 times and hours, 4 number of Hindus, Chinesz and Malays have
been living in proxinity to British prisoners and they have been using the
same water, Cholery broke vut =t many plsees on the line 2nd many deaths
occurred <«mongst British =and Dutch prisoners, ' The doctors in the c-mps
wuere very worried by this, ¢pidemic which spread rapidly.

The prisonsrs lack incdispensable iedicines, such as physiologieal
s~line, bismuth, knolin, céssential oils, potassium permanganate, to treat
this dwngerous diseass; nursss who attended the sick were without protective
coverings or -ntiseptics, The hospit~l did not have sufficient cquipment.

In addition, the prisoners suffered from othor diseases and
there were no medicines to treat tham properly.

In view of the foregoing, I would be grently obliged if Your
dxcaelloncy would intervenc with the corpotont authoritizs so tht the
conditions of the British prisoners =re =nsliornted.

I also consider it to be of grent importance that the Swiss
23 T
Consul =2t Banghok be authorizad to wisit, as socon as he can, Prisonsr

of wor exmps in thot coumtry,

Fleass nccent, Mr. Minister, the assurcnces of my highost estsem.

The Hdnister of switzerl-nd

His Excellency

ir. kyoru Shigemitsu
iSmastor of Forelgn «ffairs
Tokyo
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CC.1.3.6.~dezz

By letter of 30 ‘ugust, the Swiss ifinistor had the honour to
inform His Exesllency, li. bhléuhatsu, that aceording to informetion from
the British Governmsnt, the condition of prisonsrs of war in Thnil-nd
continued to leave much to b desired. Bypmpte of the same date, ths
Swiss Leg-tion inforpad tiwe Irperi=i ifinis" 34 for Foreign iAff~irs of ~nother
commanic~tion from the Gov.rmuent of the United Kingdom on this subject.

without response to this day the Iegation recalls this mottor
the kind attention of the Ministog.
3 the London Gowermmsut h=s reguestea that the

Lo

In the meant
following be trmsmitted to the Japanesc Gov.rniants:

"His jnjusty's Guv*rn :nbs nawve gived reliable infomation
that officers detained ot isoner of war ecau in Thsil-nd. =snd particu-
Iarly a2t No. 2 Coup hawve ban conpelled to do work in bronch of artiele 27

the Gepeva Convention.,

His Marjesty's Governwunts thorsfore roguest that Japonese

ety

Governucint order an imwediate investigztion to establish the facts.

They tke this opportunity to renew tihieir previous domands that
the Swiss Consul =t Bangkok be immedistely nuthorized to visit =nd inspect
211 prisoncer of war camps in Th~iland and to report upon conditions therein.
Should investigations ou)u that thore is truth in thae abovs raport, His
Mrjost:'s Governuents daeiacnd th t instructions be imuedintcely issued to the
of the camp to raleage 211 of ficers from coanpulsory

autheridies in eharge O
wori nnd that those responsible for this breach of the Convention be sult-

nbly punishaed.V

In *sk ng the iNnis tr ry to kindly anke knoin as soon as possible
the responsae o £ the Tiperinl Guvernaunt to these British demands, the Lega~
tion tokes thlo occasion to renew =ssur-nces of its highcst cstean, :

Tokyo, 29 Septomber 1943

To the Irnepisl sinighry
of Forui Leirs
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THES G..LUsHO
TCEYQ
drrnsi-tion
Ho. 376 /C. &. 1 Qctober 1943
i, ¥inisker,
Ref. rrlhL to the lotter Mo. CC. 1. 3. 6.-dbeu 2nd the Swiss
fagation's note, No, CC. 1., 3. 6.—dbu, both drted 30 .iungust last, deal- |

ing anow with th: subject of the treatment of British prisoncrs. of war
in Thail-nd, I have the honour to inform: Your Excellency ns followss

Regrrding tha trestuent of British prisonurs of wa r in Thailsnd,
I ndd €0 the comrmnic~iion addressed to Your Ixcallency on 24 July Iast,
which gives full porticulars, thnt ths Iupcrinl Government “CCurds to
prisonsrs of war tho su.s trentment ~s to Japancse soldiers stationed in 1
Thniland., *

The names of prisondérs and decensad '-:8unvr% Qrv sant =2s socon
a8 possible through the Internticnnl Committae of the Red Cross.

e Ioperinl Government is forced to. the conclusicn that the
sttitude of the British Government which is based on inform-tion from un—
relisble sources, hos buen 2ssumaed for the purpose of making a protest by
inventing such informntion, or for the purpose of trying to obtiin, by ex—
rggernting infomintion with 1ittle foundntion, 2 pernit to visit prisoner
of war criws, which for military reaschs cannot yot be given. The Tnpswial
Governient rogyuests thit when reprssentations of this nature are mads, ths
sotiree. of such informiidion bo elearly sbotod.

Plerse accept, #r. ibnister,| the runewoed nssurwncss of my high

/s/Xamcru SHIGEMITSU SEAL
(L.S.) r(iinister of Foruvign iffairs.

To His Excellency

M. Camille Gorges

inister Extrzordinary and

Enhvoy Plenipotentiary for
Switzerland

+
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TOKYO

-Udha

Tronslation

LOT /L; futsu

Note Verbal

The lmperisl 'fnistry of Peroign /ff:zirs have the honour
Lo acknowledge raceipt of thu note warb 1 of the Swiss legrticn in
dopan Wo, CC 1.3.6. DJLL/CG 1.5.2, drtec Scptombor 29th, by which thse
Legation ccmmnic ted to the laperinl fnistry 2 protest note of the
British Governuoent which vns bosad un an inforuntion th-ot officers
who warc token prisonurs of war -rs bueing forced to labour 2t the
internnent cnap for PJO. i in Thnitone,

The lrpori-l -dnistry havse the honour to roply to the
Leg tion, =s the result of referencs of ths case to the authorities
conecernad, th-t thore is no such fact s roferred to above and request

tu forwnrd the commmie~tion tc the British Governmant,

' October 20th, 1943.
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0C. 1.3.64 —din,

SR SRS a U i

Last month the Jdapanese ‘mbassador at Bangkok verbally informaed
the Swiss Consul at Bangkok inter alia, as follows:

3. The Conwiandant of prisoncr of war camps in Thailand, agreeing
with the Priscners of ar Information Bureau at Tokio, does not recognize
the Swiss Consulatce!s mandate to pretect /imerdcan and British interests in
Thailand., In counsecuence, the Swiss Consul is not allowaed to make gifts
of neevssarics nd money to prisoncrs of war,excent in his private camacitv.

3 The reccipts for goods and funds are only signed by the Japanese
authorities, to the sxclusion of all intervention ¢f the representatives
of the P.0...'s (confidenti~l men of business).

is regards point 1, the Swiss bLegation considers it importont to
lmow the reasons for this QCtlun. Une crnnut sse why the Swiss connot
arry out: the duty of protseting power in a country such as Thailand, whiech
eppears to be in the pusition of an occupied country.

As to point 2, ths British Government and 21lso the Swiss Govorn<
ment cannot understand why priscaners ¢f war for whom goods and money are
despatched, should be p_uv,nta” from est-blishing by roceipts signed by
themselves, that thay have actually received the gords which have been sent.
The British Government observes that this attitude by the Japanese ~uthor—
ities is in cumplsts contradietion to the Genovn Convention. (is the zetiv-
ity of the International Committee of the Red Crouss is nlso par:lyzed by
the Japanese authorities, the London Government considers, in particular,
thot there is s violstisn of irbicle 78 of the Frisoner of ¥.r Code mhich
Japan has agreed to apply mutatis mutandis.)

It is elementary, it seems, that the Japaness authoritiscs permit
blicise reecsiving zoods to give a reeeipt for thoen, If Lh 3V ntlnue to re—
fuse a regucst @ natursl and to kgcp to “J‘avlvvs th: book re lating to
the dispesition of gonds 2nd money sent by the Swiss € 1su¢ﬂty, the British
Government will be obliged to hvl¢er 2 f r'ﬂ7 vro test ag2inst such acts,
8, in this mattcr, humnitarian considerations are above 211 others,
nacessaries and money will continue tc be sent as in the past, but under
prutest.

The Swiss Legntion, in confurnity with the request of the British
Governient, rosorves the right to ke a firmal protest sgainst the incom-
prehensibls attitude f the Cuamnndant of Friscner of war Camps in Thailand.,
The hepe is axpressed th~t in ths meantiie, the Imperizl G.vernment will

rdor the Japwnase awuth.ritics in Thrilwnd t. wodify their attitude which

2

d.es nut appeir to be cunsistent with interna t1 nall praebiess

Tokios, 6 _pril 1944
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By memorendum ko, €0. 1. 3. 6.-E. of 6 ipril last the Swiss

Legati cn dnforned the Imperial finistry f.r Poreign /ffairs that the
Bommandant of Irisconer f Tr Cmps in Thixkland weuld not reegnizée the

spresent ti n by the Swiss »f British wnd ‘murican interests in Theiland
ang that he rofusses to o1llw priscners -f w

r to sign receipts thumselves
goods roecsived,

idnister has the honcur to infurm the Legitim «s foldoy

s &ty the first subject i the said memersndun,
Gowernment has recognizod Swiss rapre
interests in Thiiland, the Iiperial Government has no concern therewith.
Tt would be a wmist-ke to asswae that. the right of such representaticn to
visit priscner of war camps under the cuntril of the Mmperial ariy
¢stablishaed by eeognition.,

it the Thed
entaticn of British and jmerdean

3
suen r

48 to the second puint, the Imperial Government s
pollicy gives L sunder of guoods, receipts duly signed b
subhordtics in eh rge of the prisuncers of war. It s convineed

e her Gl
the Japaness
that: 3%

YIS
Uil

ia me bruach of ‘rticle 76 of tls Convantivp ralstive to tL treatient ofs
oriscnors of war. It cwmnot understand why the British Governmsnt deubts

the receipts duliveraed by the luperinl ~utho
a3 B gesture of goodwill,
reoresentitivas,

ritivs. It is nlways pussible,
have the roceirts signed by the priscnsrs'!

20 duly 1944
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Diplomatic Represcrtative , and as such official I have custodyv of the

documents, consisting of six letters and notes, as listed on Zxhibis !

attached heretc arnd cdescribed as follows: True copv. of letters and notes

— T SV A R TR SR AT e Tt S ST M e S S e S — e i ST T

I further certifyv that the attached letters and notes are official records
of the Swiss Legation in Japan and that they are & pert of the c¢fficial

archives and files %thereof,

. - .
Signed at _ _-“okyo _ on this Signature of Cfficial

Bth dJday of December, 1948,

wiss Diplomatic Representative
" Witness: _/s/ wax R._ Joss Official Capacily

.

Yrocurszent

I, 2nd Lt. “ric W. Fleisher , herebr cortify that I am assccisted
with the General Headquarters of the Siwmreme Comman@er for the Allied Powers,
and that the above certification was cbtained by me from the above signed
official of the Swiss Goverrment in the conduct of ny official business.

Signed at _ _Tokyo __ on this Je] Trigc ¥. FTleisher, 2nd L. AUSMI

e PR RIS PR et A A L i B L

HAME
56th day of _December, 1946,

— Investigobor, 1S

Cfficial Cepaclty
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Exhibit A

Document Vo, Description
ember 1942

2781-A-1 Letter and attachments, Tokyo, 23 Le
AN

from Swiss Minieter to tasayukl TAl
ea. Tebot.}

c
L {B0.2.1.2.~

_2751-A-2 Letter dated Tokyo, 5 February 1944 from Swiss
Minister to SHIGEMITSU (¢C.1,5.1.-EDGe.CC.2.1.2.)

2751-A-3 Letter cdated 24 April 1944, from SHIGEMITSU to
Swise lMinister (¥o. 98/C.R.)

_2751-A-4 Letter dated 28 Lpril 1944 from Japanese Zoreign
Ministry to Swiss Minister (No. 97/C.R.)

_2751-A-5 Letter dated 10 August 1944 from SEIGEMITSU to
the “wiss Minister (No. 224/C.R.)

2751-A—-6 Letter dated 1 Morch 1945 from Swiss linister
to SHIGEMITSU (CC.l.5.1.-FGe. CC.2.1.2.)
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e Tokyo, 23 December 1942
4, le dinistre,

In connection with the instructions of my Gevernment, I have the
hoxor to communicate to Your Excellency a protest frcm the Government of
the United States enumerating cases in which, according tc declaratiocns of
Anmerican citizens repatriated from Japan, they have becn subjected to ill
treatment by officials c¢r junicr Japanese employees.

The Governmcit of the United States has repeated to my Government
that it is ready uncer conditions of reciprocity cn the vart -of Jepan to
conferm with all the provisions of the Geneva Convention concerning prisoners
of war «nd civilian in' -—nees, and that it has already demonstrated its
intention in asking the cormeration of the Power which represents Jananese
interests in the United Staves, s well as that of the International Red Cross
Committee, all of whose represeratives have access on American territory to
places where Japanese subjects are detained.

It adds that it has always %keen, and still is, fully disposed %o
open inquiries on every complaint emanating from the Imperial Government,
and that it has always appreciated, and still avpreciates, the cooperation
which i4 gets from the power representing the Japanese interests in the
United States.

My Government, in taking notice of this last observation, informs
me that there is no doubt that the cooperation given by the Government of
thie United States to the Power protecting Jananese interssts in the United
States will be accorded in the same measure by the Imverial Government to
my country insofar as representing Amcrican interests in Japan. This
cooperation has alrezd; been manifested many times since the Swiss assumed
the task of representing in Jaman interests of enemy Powers. Thero is then
erery reason to admit that inecfar as comrlaints made by the United States
Government on the subject of a certain niwber of 1ts nationals in Japan
or the territories occupied by Javan are concerned, the cooperation between
the Imperial Government and my country has been showr to be useful, and it
is hoped that it will be the same in other regions. After these preliminary
observations, I desire to send %o Ycur Excellency the following text of the
Arerican protest:

"FTrom Americen citizens revatriated from Japan and Javanese con—
trolled territories the Government of the. United States has learned of
instances of gross misir-:atment suffered by American civiiians and prisoners
cf war in the rower of the -‘apanese Government in viclation of the under-
teking of that Government to apovly the provisions of the Geneva Convention
to oriscners ¢f war taken by Jajranese forces and inscfar as they may ve
adaptable to eivilians, to &mericen civilian intercees in Japan and Japanese
controlled territories,
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"It is evident tha’ the Japanese Government has failed to fulfill its
urdertaking in this regard end that scme officers and agencies of that Govern-
ment have violated the principles of the Geneva Convention in their treatment
of certain American naticnals not only by nositive mistreatment but by failure
to nrovide for these American nationals necessities of 1life thet should, in
accordance with the provisions of the Convention be furnished by the holding
authorities.

The Government of the United States therefore lodges with the Japanese
Government a most emphatic “rotest and exiects that the inhuman and uncivilized
treatment accorded American nationals both civilians and prisoners of war will
be made a matter of immediate investigation and that the Japanese Government
will give assurances that treatment inconsistent with the provisions and.,
snirit of the Geneva Convention is not now and will not in the future be in-
flict«d upoh American nationals detained, interned or held priscners:of war
in Japan cr Japanese ‘controllsd territory. The American Government also ex-—
pects the Japanese Government to take necessary disciplinary action with
regard to agents or efficers of that Gorernment who have inflicted mistreat-
ment upon American natinnals or who have neglected their obligatioms to
guwonly to American nationals in their care necessities of 1ife which the
Goneva Convention nrovides shall te supplied.

There follows a statement citing cases of mistreatment of American
natiohals in Japancse hands:

3

Paragraoh A, — CIVILTAWS.

a) Conditions in priscns and internment camms.

Americans incarcerat~d in jails were furnished unhealthful and inadegquate
rations of common criminals. Those interned were supnlird a meager diet fer
which they were sometimes comvellrd to pay or they were given no food and had
to provide their sustenance under difficulties. This situation apoarently
st1ll exists in certain areas. It is direct contrast to the treatment ac~
corded Japanese subjects in United States who are nrovided hygienic quarters
with adequate snmace for irdividual needs, sufficient whelesome food in nre-
naration of which allowance is made for nationals differences in taste and
in addition allowances of money for tobacco, sweets and toiletries.

I. Bridge House Shanghai.

lMore than fifty-threc Amcricens have been imprisoned for varying
periods up to over six months in gendarmerie prison Bridge House where they
were crowded intec vermin infested cells with common criminals some of whom
suffered from loathsome contaginus diseases. Sanitarv facilities were
primitive and inadequate; fond was far telow standard recessary to maintain
health; no he2t was su--lied from December to June and medical care was
virtually ncnexistent. ‘mericans were compelled to sit by day and to sleep
by night provided oaly with filthy and inedsquate tlankets on cold flocor. They
were not allowed to converse with each cther or smoke at any time. An cut-
standing example f effects of incarceration at this nrison is the conditiecn
of Mr. J. B. Powell who through lack of medical attention developed gangrene
and lost the front half of both feet.
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II. Army prison Pelping.

Floyd F. Spielman, R. E. McCam, C. J. Eskeline, J. Z. Sherwood,
B, X, Mills ard P. E. Senedict were taken in handcuffs from Tientsin on
March 2 to Armay prison at Felping where conditions were as bad as those
at Bridge Houses. During 89 Zays of imprisoument their first exercise was
for five minutcs after 37 days in cells. At one time they went without
bathing for 23 days and as a rosult of unhealthful food and harsh trecat—
ment they lost an average of forty pounds in weight.

13T Tsingtao.

Frank G. Keefe, Graly Coopar; Frank R. Halling, Charles Liebgeld,
C. J. Meyer, W. E. Kilie and H, J. Zimherman were confined in an unh2atcd
common jail in Tsingtao for a period of three weeks, They were furced to
sleep on floors or benches without covering in coldest winter months.

IV. Fort Santiago Maniia.

Roy Behnett, Robert Abbott and other Americans are reportcd to be
imprisoned under barbaro-is conlitions in Fort Santiago. They were reoorted
practically unrecognizeble in June as a result of hardships and mistreat-
ment suffered. The American Guvernment insists that they be released
immediately and receive medical care.

V. Camp Stanley Hongkong.

Americang in Hongkong were teken on Jaunuvary 4th and received no
food and very little water during first forty-eight hours. On January 21
they were placcd in Fort Stanley where they were forced to provide most of
their bedding and other necessities. Food given them was insufficient,
amounting to nine hundred calories dally ver nerson. They were subjected
to indignities and insults by gendarmerie and their faccs were frequently
slapped. ZResult of malnutrition: average loss of weight among these in-—
ternees was thirty pounds.

Vi. Santo Tomas Manila.

Americans at Santo Tomzs becausc of lack of preparation were forced
to sleep on floors wlthout mosquito nets or covering for at least three
nights before they were permitied to obtain necescities from their houses.
They were offered chdice of being fed by holding Authorities at cost of
twenty-five centavos per day or of feeding themselves with funds the
American Red Cross had in the Philippine Jational Bank. They were refusecd
permission to use Led Cross funds for supplementing food which holding
Authorities should hove sumplied and not being able to exist on twenty—five
centavos were obliged to depend entirely on Red Cross funde to fecd them—
selves., These funds may be exhausted and the American Government is gravely
concerned regarding the welfare of these internces.




Document No. 2751-A-1 Peage 4

-
VII. Davao and other internment camms in the Philippincs.

In Davao interned Americans were forced to perform hard labor
during the first six wceks of their internment. They were at 'first PTo-
vided with an inadequale ration of cornmeal and fish. In April they were
informed that they would lLiave to provide for their own sustcnance and would
have to reimburse the Japanesc Authoritics for the food previously furnished.
From information received., conditions in other internment camps in the
Philippines appear equally bad. The American Goverament expects that the
Japanese Government will take immediate steps to fulfill its undertaking
to furnish American natiorals held by it with suitable and adequate housing
and sustenance under humane and hygienic condivions.

b) Mistrestment and %Loriturc.

I. Torture and physical violence.

Japanese Authorifties have resorted to physical torture of American
nationals and numerous of them were subjected to great mental torture by
being constantly threatened with treatment far worse than that they were
already suffering.

(A.) Three American missionaries in Korea were subjected to "water
cure" and brutal beatings. In Keijo, R. O. Eeiner, aged fifty-nine, suffered
this torture six times during the period from May 1 to May 16. In cne in—
stance he colldpsed from effect of blows and while lying unconscious on the
floor, was kicked by gendarmerie employee named Syo with such force that
his rib was broken. When he requested medical atiention and vointed to
broken rib, gendarmerie employee named Kim, struck him vicious blow directly
over broken rib., On one occasion Reiner was given fifty or sixty lashes
with rubber hose and pully belting making half inch deep cuts on his arms
and legs. Edwin W, Koons, aged sixty-two suffered the same torture at the
Ryuzan police station.

(B.) 1In Ichang, Elsie V. Riebe and “alter P. Morse were taken without
explaration to the Japanese headquarters where she was struck many times
with a bamboo pole and he was beaten for %two hours with an iron rod, one-
half inch thick. These acts of cruelty were committed in the presence of the
commanding officer of the Japanese police in Ichang.

(C.) Joseph L, Macsparran was arrested on December 8th at Yokohama,
bound with a rope and taken to Yokohama prison., During his imprisonment in
dark unfurnished cell he had threc hemorrhages from duodenal ulcers bub
was denied medical attention despite numerous rsauests. While urdergoing
questioning, he collapsed from internal hemorrhage ani was unable to stand
or walk without assistance, yet he was handcuffed as usual when returned to
his cell.

IT. Solitary confinement.

Meany American citizens were kept in solitary confinement for periods
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ranging from a few days to many weeks in cells, unheated rooms or other
equally unhealthful places,in some cases deprived of all reading matter
and subjectcd to indignitles from their guerds. The following are tynical
cases: '

1) H. W, Meyers. aged 70. wissiorary in Jajaa siace 1837, after harsh
treatment during nearly five zonths in rrison av Kobe was denrived of all

T
books and on May 1 put in solitary confinement at Oszaka until his relcase
for repatriation on June 7.

2) William Mackesy, solitary confinement in one room of his house at
Tsu Mieken Japan from Decerbzr 10 to March 300h,1S842.

3) ‘irs. Alice C. Grube, rolitary confinement from December 25th, 1941
to 9 April 1942 in unhecated room of Csaka prison,
4) J.B.Ne Talmadge, aged

e, golitary confinemen% in common jail
Koshu from 8 December 1S4L to

57,
9 April 1942.

5) Edward Adams, in 2 common jail at Taikyu, from December 8 %o 28.
ITI. Teaths due to mistreatment and negzlect.

1) Arthur Duhamel, missionary priest on Gusdalcanal is reliably reported
to have been bayoneited through the throet by Jepenese soldiers after being
held prisoner for thrce weeks. :

2) Leo Pcloguin, aged fifty, requested hospitalization at the Christian
nospital Heijo because of serious heart ailment but Jeaparese Authorities
refused permission and forced his return to Kangai without treatment.  He
died at Lobe as the result of this neglect.

3) Charles Lietgold, aged sixbty-seven, imprisoncd in an unheated jail
at Tsingtao, contracted a cold which developed into a fatal attack of
pneumonia.

4) George B, lHacFarland, a-ed seventy, abt Bangkok, Thailand succumbed
after an operation at the Chulalongkorn Eospital in May, 1942. Orders
issued by Japanese military Authorities in Bangkol: to the police guards at
his residence fatally delayed cmergency cperation necessary to save this
life. \

The American Goveranent expects that the Japonese Covernment will
take immediate stems to pusish the persons guilty of these crimes against
Amcrican nationalas.

IV, Viclation of exchange agreement,

1) Transportation.

American nationals in Tsingtao and Chefoo were required to vpay for
their passage to Shanghai. Internees who were forced to pay their fare to
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. Yokohama from Nagasaki wrre reimbursed only pert of the sum czpended. Ac
commodations provided on local vessels were in some cases worse then those
furnished dock passengers.

2) Baggage limitation and scarch.

Japanese Authcrities in some ercas rulef that Auericans being re-

patriated might take culy as much bagage as they could carry themsclves
foreing many in Xorea, anchuria, Hongkong ard Thalland te 1eawe behind
necessary clothing and effects. Americans were forced in some cases to

carry their own baggage even waerc there were avallable periers whom they

were prevented frow employing. This troatment is in contrast to that accorded
Japanese subjects iepntriated from the United States who were permitted to
take almost unlimited amounts - f bagzege with thew, Eaggage was often search—
ed thrce or four tim. and diiferent officials mede inconsistent decisions

as to whalt Americane could take. The effects of American officials from
Korea were searched in viclation .f the cgreement.

Parggraph B, — PRISOIZFS C° WAR

Reports have been receiv 3 of inhuman treatment accorded mrisoners
of war by the Jepanesc Authoritiecs which is cowpletely lucornsistent with the
orovisions and spirit of the Geneva Convention.

1. Philivnines.

American and Filipino troops taken at ataan were forced to march
ninety miles despite fatigue, gicl aess and wounds o cawp {'Donnel near
Tarlac. During the march, sick a.d wounded dropped by the roadside gnd
wore left without modical care and when those who survived reached the cemp
0'Donnel, they were without food for thirty-six hours and without shelter
for thrcc days, sick and well equally exposed to the clemsntg. The Japanese
Authorities made no effort to give medical care to sick and wpunded end
Amcricaon a2nd Filioino nurses and dochors whe volunteerecd their services were
rcfused permission to enter the camp. £ death rate estimated at twenty-five
percent was the result of this negleet.

Seven American commissionod officors were brought from Zamboenga %0
Davao where Japancse Authorities forced taem (o work strivped to the waist
in a river bed as a result of which they were severely sunburned, They were
given »o medical aittention and only aftcr lapse of sevaral days was 2 Filipino
doctsr permitted to visit tlem. Their food was cntirely insufficient and the
Japanese would not &l w Fil riasos to supplement meager diet with gifts of
ford, These officers and Fil.pino o ficers whc were later copfined with them
were subjected to ha-sh treatment and indignities from their Jepancse gvards,

The Arcrican Goverrurnt must insist that the treatment of these prisoners
be in accordance wiih the p-:visions of the Geneva Convention,that their
names be revcrted and thai{ reoresrcatatives of the nrotectiug Eower be ner-
mitted access to then.

t
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e II. Shanghai. ;

The Amerighn Government again fost emphatically protests the
illegal sentences imposed by a military court at Shanghal on Commander
We So Cumninghem, U.S,N., Lieutenent—Commander D. Swmith, U.S5.N.R., and /or
N. J. Tetters for an attempted escape from Woosung cemp. The Amcrican
Government also wrotests the mistreatment of four United States Marines,
Corporals Stewart, Gerald Story, Brimmer and Battles who, after an un—
successful attempt to cscape from the Woosung war wrisoner camp, wore
imprisoned in the Bridge House at Shanghal and leter transferred to
Gendarmerie western district substation prison, 94 Jessfield Road, where
they were subjected to the so—called "Electric Treatment™ in violation
of the provisicns of the Geneva Convention regarding admissible punishments.
The American Government insists that the sentences imposed on these wnrisoners
be cancelled, that their punishment be in accordance with the prisoners of
war Convention and that their treatment be in accordance with their rank."

Flease accept, M. le Ministre, the assurances of my highest esteem.

Signed by the Swiss Minister

To His Excellency

M. Masayuki TAWI

Minister of Foreign Affairs
Tokyo
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0C.2.1.2. Tokyo, 5 February 1944

M. le Ministre,

By letter of 23 December 1942 I had tke honor tc transmit to Eis
Ixcellency M. Masayuki TANI, a protest from the -overnment of the United
States of America on the subjerct of ill—treatment inflicted by Japanese
officials and junior officials on certain American citizens in the Far East.

Cn 26 May last, Tour Excellency communicated to me the first reply
of the Imperial Government, adding that the result of the inquiries under-
talkken on the various ratters set out in the above mentioned letter weuld
be communicgted to me later on.

I have already, by my letter of 16 July, informed yocu of the views
of the United States Government on this reply of the Imperial Government.

The Washington Government requests my Government to send to the
Jepanese Government the following new ccmmunication:

"The Government of the United States refers to its communication
delivered to the Jepanese Government on 23rd December 1942 (see above—
mentioned letter of 23rd December) by the Swiss Legation in Tokyo in
charge of American interests in Japan and Japanese occupied territory con—
cerning reports that the Government of the United States hed received of the
mistreatment of American nationals in Javanese hands. The Swiss Legation in
Tokyo on 28th Mav 1943 (see the zbove mentioned response of the Imperial
Government) forwarded to the Government of the United States a preliminary
reply from the Japanese Government to this communication, in which that
Government stated that it would communicate in due course the results of in-—
vestigations concerning each instance referred to in the note of the Govern—
ment of the United States. o reports of investigations regarding these
instances have yet been received.

The Government of the United States has taken due note of the
statement of the Japanese Government "concerning the special circumstances
prevailing in areas which have until recently heen fields of bhattle" and
concerning "the menifold difficuliies which exist in areas occupied by the
Japanese Forces or where military operations are still being carried on."

‘he Government of the United States pcints out, however, that the regions

in which Americens have been taken wmriscner or interned have long ceased

to be scenes of active military operations, an?® that the Japanese holding
Authorities have therefore had ample opportunity tc establish an orderly and
Tumane internment preogram in accordance with their Goverament®s under-
taking. Despite this fact, the Government of the United States continues

to receive reports that the great proporticn of American nationals are the
victims either of inhuman cruelty or of callous faillure to provide the nec-—
essities of 1life on the part of the Japanese helding Autherities in vielation
of the commen laws of civilization and of the Japanese Covernment undertaking
%0 apply to American nationals the Thumane nrovisicons of the Geneta Prisoners
of Var Couvention.
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There follows a statement of the nrincipal categories of the de-
privation of rights, cruelties, wanton neglect, mistreatment and hardship
to which acenrding to information received by the Government of the United
States from many sources Americans in Japanese custody have been subjected:

1. The representetives of the Swiss Government entrusted with the
nrotection of American interests in Japan and Japanese cccunied territory have
not been permitted to go to every nlace without exception where priscners of
war and civilian internees are interned, have not been permitted to interview
without witnesses the persons held, and have not had access to all nlaces
occupied by the prisoners (Article 86 of the Geneva Prisoners of “ar Con~
ventien).

2. Representatives c¢f the International Red Cross Commitiee have
veen refused permission to visit most of the places vhere American nationals
are held by the Japanese Authorities (irticles 79 and 88).

3. American nationals have not been permittied to ferward complaints
tc the Japanese holding Authorities or teo representatives of the protecting
Power (Article 42).

4. The Japanese Authorities have punished and have threatened to
punish American nationals for compleining coacerning the conditicns of
captivity (Article 42).

5. The Japanese Government has failed to furnish needed clothing ‘
to American netionals (Article 12).

6, The Japanese Authorities have confiecated personal effects from
Americen civilian internees and prisoners of war (Article 6).

7. Americen prisoners of war and civilian intarnees havy been sub-
jected to insults and public curiosity (Article 2).

8, Civilians and orisoners of war interned by Japan are suifering
from malnutrition and deficiency diseases because of the failure and re-
fusal of the detaining Authorities to provide health sustaining food for
their charges or to permit the United States t¢ make regular shipments on
a continuing bzsis under avpropriate neuiral guerantees of supplemental food
and medical supplies (Article 11 and the specific reciprocal undertaking
of Japan to take into account national differences in diet).

9. The Japanese Authorities have devoted to improper and forbidden
uses the profits of the sale of goods in camp canteens instead of devoting
them te the welfare of the perscns held in the caxps (Article 12).

10. Centrary to the specific undertaking ¢f the Japanese Government,
the detaining Authorities have compelled civilians to perform labor other
than that connected with the administration, maintenance and management of
internment camps. Officer prisoners of war have been forced to lebor and non—-
commissisned officers to do cther than supervisory Ilaber (Article 27).
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11. PFPrisoners of war have been required to perform lzber that
has a direct relation with war operations (Article 31).

12, DMedical care has in many instances been denied to prisoners
of war and civilian internees and when given has been generally so pcor as
to cause unnecessary suffering and unnecessary deaths (Article 14).

13. The Jananese Gcvernment has reported the names of only a vart
of the American prisoners of war and cirilian internees in ite hands (Article
77) and of American combattants feund dead by Japenese Jorces (Article 4 of
the Conventioa for the amelioration of the conditicn of the sick and wounded
of armies in the field, t¢ which Japan is a contracting partv..

14. The Japanese Government has n-t permitted internees and
priscners of war freely to exercise their religion (irticle 10).

15. The Japancse Government has nct posted the Cenvention in camps
in Snglish tramslaticn, thus depriving #mericen prisoners of war and civilian
internees of knowledga of their rishts thereunder (Article 84).

16. The Japanese Government has failed to provide adequate equin-
ment and accommodatione in prisoner of war and civilian internment camps and
transports but on the coantrery fcreced them to subsist in inhumane conditions
(Article 10).

17, The Javanese Goverrnment has commletely failed to avvnly +the
provisions of the Geneva Prisoners of ar Convention (Title III, Section 7V,
Chapter 3}, with regard to trial and »unishment of prisoners of war desnite
the fact thet violations of its undertaking in this resmect have repestedly
been called to its attenti~n, but on the contrary has immosed cruel and in-
human ounishments without trial.

1. The Jepanese Authorities hevs inflicted corporal vunishment
and torture upen American nationals (4rticle 46).

“he Gover ment of th: TUnitesd Stsates emnwhasizes that it has based the
foregoing charges only on information obtained from reliable sources. Many
well authenticated casecs can be cited in supnert of each of the charges.

“he Government of the United States also cdesires to state most em—
rhatically that as the Japanese Government can assure itself from an objective
exarination of the reports submitted to it bv the Spanish, Swedish and
International Led Cross renresentatives who have remeatedly visited all
olaces where Japanese are held by the ‘United States, the United States has
ceusistently and fully applied ths provisicns nf the Geneva Prisoners of “ar
Convention in the treatment of all Japanese nationals held by it as prisoners,
as prisoners of war or (so far as they are adaptable), as civilian internces,
detainees or evacuees in relocation centers. Javanese nationals have enjoyed
high standards of housing, focd, cluthing and medical care. The American
Authorities have furthermore freely and willingly accepted from the representa-
tives of the protecting Powers and the International Red Cross Committee
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suggestions for the improvement of conditions under which Jepanese nationals
live in American camps and centers and have given effect to marnv of these
suggestions most of which, in 7iew of the high standards normally maintained,
are directed toward the ~btaining of extrsordinary benefits and privileges of
a recreational, educational or spiritual nature.

The Government of the Unit«d States demands thet the Japanese Govern-
ment immedistely take note of the charges made above and take immediate steps
%o raisc the treatment accorded Amcrican nationals held by Jepan to the
standard provided by the Geneva Prisoners of "ar Convention which the United
Stetes and the Jepanese Govermnment have mutually uadertalzen to epply. The
“overnment of the United States also expects the Japanese Government to take
nroper disciplinary or penal action with regard to those of its officials,
employees and agents who have violated its uandertakings with resvect to the
Geneva Convention and the international common laws of decency.

The Government of the United States again directs the attention of
the Jajsanese Gover ment to the system of neulral supervision provided in
Article 86 of the Geneva Coavention, The Governmemt of the United States
again reminds the Jepanese Government of the complete fulfillment of the
provision of this article as respecis the activities of the Zovernment of
Spain acting as proiecting Power for Jepanese interests in the Continental
United States and of the Government of Sweden as nrotecting Power for
Japanese interests in Hawail.

Zhe Government of the United States therefore expects the Japanese
Government in accordance with recognized practice of civilized states fully
to implement the provisions of the Geaneva Prisoners of “ar Conveniion. The
United States Government demands that the Japanese Gover ment will, among
other things, promptly implement the orovisions of Article 85 in respect to
the activitics of the Government of Switzerland as protecting Power for
American interests in Jepan and Japanese controlled territory and will make
it possible for the Government of Switzerland to give to the Government of
the United States assurances tc the effect that Swiss representatives have
been able to convince themselves by the full exercise aof the rights granted
under Article 8¢ that the abusecs set forth in the foregeing statement have
been completely rectified or that steps have been taeken in that direction
that are considercd by Switzerland to be adequate.

The United States Government until %$he present has refrained from
publishing in this country the facts known to it regarding outrages per-
petratcd upon its nationals, both prisoners of wer end civilian internces, by
the Japanese. The United Shtates Governmen®t hopes that as these facts are now
again officially called to the Japanese Government's attention that Govern-
ment will adopt a policy or according tn United States nationals in its hands
the treatment to which they are entitled and will permit renresentatives of
the nrotecting Power to make such investigations and insmectinns as are nec-
essary in order to give asaurances %o this Government that imvroved treatment
is in fact being accorded to American nationals. In such case this Govern-
ment would be in a posifion to assure the American people that the treatment
~f American nationals by the Jepanese Authorities had been brought into con-
formity with the standards recognized b~ civilized nations."
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The Government of the United States has requested at the same time
to communicate to the Imperial Government the following faets, upon whish
it bases the accusations, stating that they ccnstitute only a small number
of all those which have come to its attention from a reliable source:

Thal%gn%h149§af§§ qﬁﬁ% 1%5153%?55 46f, vex, and ﬁ %1} 1nternment camps

in ¢ 1p 1nes, French rluone Ser W No. 1 in
Formosa have never been visited by Swiss representatives al+hou gh they have
repeatedly requested permission tc make such visits. None of these camps
except the one at Mukden are known to have been vicited by Internmational
Red Cress representatives. In recent months visits have not been allowed
to the prisoner of war camps near Tckyo and Yoizohare and the prisoner of
war camps in and near rHong Kong although the Swiss representatives have
requested permission to make such visits.

The value cof such few visits as have been permitted to some camps
has been minimized by restrictions, OSwiss representatives at Shanghai have
been closely escorhted by several representetives of the Japanese Consulate
General at Shanghai during their visits to camps and have not been allowed
tc see all parts of camps or %o have free discussion with the internees.
Similar situations prevail with respect ¢to the civilian internment camps
and prisoner of war camps in metropolitan Japan and Forrmosa.

By contrast all of the camps, stations and centers where Japanese
-nationals are held by the United States have been repeatedly visited and
fully inspected by representatives of Spain and Sweden who have spoken at
length without witnesses with the innates, end International Red Cross
representatives have been and are being allowed freely to visit the camps
in the United Stetes and Fawaii where Japanese nationals zre held,

Ad cherge 3: Cempunications addressed by the persons held to the
protecting Power concerning conditions of eceptivity in several of the civilian
camps near Shanghal, among them Ash cemp and Chapeil camp, remain undelivered.
The same situation exists with respect to the civilian internment camp in
Baguic and in mest if not all of the cawmps where American priscners of war
are held. Persons held at Baguio, Chefoo, Saigon and at times in the
Philippines prisoner of war camps were denied permission to address the camp
cormander. ‘

Ad charge 4: On one occasion during the summer of 1943 all of the
persons held a$ the Cclumbia Ccuntry Ciub, Shanghai were punished by can—
cellation of dental arpciniments because cecmplaints were made to representatives
of the Swiss Censulaie General. During the same period at camp "B" Yangchow
the entire camp was deprived of a meal by the camp ccmmander because com—
nlaints had been made concerning the delivery of spoiled food.

There are cited under Sectlon XVIII below cases of prisoners of war
being struck because they asked for food or water.




Document No. 2751-A-2 Page €&

Ad charge 5: Civilian internees at Hong Kong have gone without foot-—
wear and civilian infernees at Ilobe have suffered from lack of warm clothing.
In 1942 and 1943 American and Filipino prisoners of war in the Philippines
and civilian intermees at Baguio were forced to labor without shoes and clad
only in loin cloths.

Ad charge 6: This is reported to have teen the case at the following
camps: priscner of war camps in the Philippine Islands, prisoner of war
enclosures at Mariveles Bay, Philipoine Islands, civilian internment camps
at Baguio, Carton, Chefoo, Peking, Manila, Teingtao, Weihsien and Yangchow,
and at the Ash camp, Chapei camp,; Langhwa camp anc Pcotung camp in or near
Shanghai. The articles most needed by the prisoners and internees have been
taken. For example Jzpanese soldiers tock the shues from an American officer
prisoner of war who was forced to walk unshod from Satasn to San Fernando
during the merch which began about April 1Cth 1942 Although the prisoners
constently suffered from lack of drinking water, canteens were taken from
prisoners during this merchn; one of these victims was Lieutenant-Colonel
William B, Dyess.

At Corregidor a Japanese soldler was seen by Lieutenant-Commander
Melvin M, McCoy with one arm coverei from elbow to wrist and the other arm
half covered with wrist watches taken from American and Filipino prisoners
of wars,

Ad charge 7: American prisoners of war in Manila were forced by
Jepanese scoldiers to aillow themselives to be photozraphed cperating captured
American military equipment in connection with the production of the Japanese
propagenda film "Rip dowa the stars and stripes,”

Prisoners of war from Corregidor being taken to Manila were not landed
at the port of Manila but were unlcaded outside the city and were forced to
march through the entire city to Tilibid prisoan about May 23rd 1942.

Japanese schocl children, soldiers and civilians have been admitted
tc internment camps and encouraged to satisfy curiosity regarding the persons
held. Such tours were conducted at Baguio. Hong Xong and Tsinglao.

Ad charge 8: Deficiency discases such as beri-beri, pellagra, scurvy,
sprue, etc. are common throughout Japanese internment camps. These diseases
are least common in the civilian internment camps (called assembly centers)
at Shanghai and in some cther camps where the persons held have but recently
been taken into custody or where trade by thz internees themselves with out-
side vrivate suppliers is allowed. It appears therefore that the great
prevalence of deficiency disease in prisoner c¢f war camps where internees
have been sclely dependent upcn the Japanese Authorities for their food
sunply over an extended period is directly due to the callous failure of
these Authorities to utilize the possibilities for a health sustaining diet
afforded by available local products. The responsibility for much of the
suffering and many of the deaths firom these diseases of £mericaan and
Filipino priscners of war rests directly upon the Japenese Authorities. As
a specific example prisoners of war at Davao penal colony suffering from
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grave vitamin deficiencies could see from their camp trees bearing citrus
fruit that they were not allowed to pluck. They were nct even allowed to
retrieve lemons seem Sloating by on a stream that runs through the camp.

.d cherge Ut For exaxple, in the prisonsr of war camps at Heng Kong
the nrorits of the canteens have not been used by the holding Authorities
for the benefit of the priscners.

A¢ charge 12: A% Baguio. civilian internees have been forced to
repair sawnill machin-ry withceub remuneration. Officers prisoners of war
have been compelled br Major l;ﬁa, the cexp commandant at Davao colony, to
rerform 2ll kinds ~f labor including menial tasks suclh as scrubbing floors,
cleaning latrines used by Japanese tracns and woerking in the kitchens of
sepanese officers.

Ad cherge 11: Ten American engineers were required to go to
Corregidor in July 1942 bto assist in rebuilding the militery installetions
on that island and priscners of war have been worked in & machine tool shop
in the arsenal a%t Mukden.

A¢ charge 12: The condition of heglth of prisoners of war ir the
Philipnine Isiands is deolecrable. 4%t San Fecrnando in 2pril 1942 ‘merican
and Filipino priscners were held in a barbed wire enclosure so overcrowded
that sleep and rest were imnossible. So many of them were sick and so
little care wes =ziven to the sick that himan excrement covered the whole
area. The enclosure at San Fernundo wes more than 100 kilcmeters from
Batean and the abrminable treatment given to the prisouners there cannot be
explained by batilée conditions. The prisonsrs wers forced to walk this
distance in seven days uuder merciless driving. DMany who were unable to
keep up with the march were shst or bayonetted by the guerds. During this
journey as well as et other times when pri:oners cf war were moved in the
Philionine Islands thev were assemt.ed in the cpen sur even when the de—
taining Authorities could have allowed them tu assemble iu the shade.
American and Filipino oriscners ars known to have beca buried alive along
the roadside and %ersisteuf reports heve been r1eceived of men who btried to
rise from their graves but were®beaien down wlth shovels and buried-alive.

£
4
nd

Lt camp 0'Donnel conditions wzre so be that 2,200 Americans and
mere than 20,000 Pilininos are reliably revnor.ed to have died in the first
few months of their detention. There is no dobht that a large number of
these .Ceaths ¢couid have been prevented had the Jananese Authorities pro-
vided minimum medical care for the prisoners. The sc-called hospital ‘there
was absolutely inadecuate to meet the cituvation. Prisoners of war lay sick
and naked e¢n the floor *eceiving no abttention and too sick te move from
their cwn excrement. The khospita. was so overcrowled that Americans were
laid on the ground outside in the heat of the blazing sun. The American
doctors in the camp were given no medicine and even had no water to wash
te humen waste from the todiecs of the patients. Lventusll” wien quinine
was issued there wes ouly encugh properly to %ale care of tzn cases of
ralarie while thourands of pr.scners were sv fe:iing from the disease. Over
two hundred cut of three hundred prisoners from camp C 'Donnel died while
they were on a werlz detail in Batanges.
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At Cabanatuan, there was no medicine for the treatment of malaria
until after the priscners had been in the camp for five months. The first
shipment of medicines from the Philippine Red Cross was held up by the camp
Authorities on the protext that they must make an inventory of the shipment.
This they were so dilatery in doirng that many deaths occurred before the
zedicine was releesed. Tecause of lack of medicines and food, scurvy brecke
cut in the camp in the fall of 1942: Since the prisoners had been at the
camp for some months befcre thie diseade became nrevalent, the responsibility
for it rests unon the detaining Authorities.

Tt is revecrted that in the aubumn of 1943 fifty percent of the American
nrisoners of war at Davso had s poor chance %o live and thet the detaining
Authorities had again cut the prisoners' food ration end hed withdrawn all
medical attention.

Though the medical cere provided for civilian internees by the Japanese
camp Authorities a-pears to have been better than that provided for prisoners
of war, it still does not meect the obligations nlaced on the holding Authori-
ties by their Government's own free undertaking and by the laws of humanity.
A%t the civilian internment camp, camp John Hay, childbirth took place on
the floor of a small storeroon. At the same camp a fermale internee who wes
insane and. whose presence was a danger to the other internees was not removed
from the camp. & dentist who wes interned st the camp was not nermitted to
bring in his own eguipment. The Los Sanos camp was established at a rec-
ognized endemic center of malaria, yet quinine was not mprovided and the in-
ternees were nob allowed to go outside of the fence to take anti-malarial
measures.,

The Japenese Authorities have not provided sufficient medical care
for the American civilians held in camps in and near Shanghal and the in-
ternces have themselves had to may for hospitalization and medical treatment.
seaths directly traceable to inadequate care have occurred.

Even in metropoliten Japan, the Japanese Authorities have failed to
rrovide medical treatment for civilian internees and it has been necessary for
Amerdcans heldred Mvesni, Yanakita and Sumire to vay for their own medical
and dental care.

Ad chsrge 14: Zor example, the internees at camp John Hay were not
allowed to hold religious services during the first several menths of the
camp's operation and priests have not been allowed to minister to priscners
held by the Japanese in French Indo-China.

Ad charge 15: o copy of an ZEnglish translation of the text of the
Geneva Prisoners of 'er Conventipn has been available to civilian interanees
or nrisoners of war nor have the Jananese Authorities taken other stens %o
iznform the persons held of their rightes under the terms of the Convention.
Heports have been received cof the Japanese Authorities informing nrisoners
of war th=t they were captives having no rights under international law or
treaty.
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Ad charge 16: At Tamp C'Dénnell, mary of the men had to live without
ghelter during 1942. In one case, twenty—three officers were assigned to
a shack feurteen by twenty feet in size. Drinking water was extremely
scarce, 1t being necessary to stend iIn line six to ten hours to get a drink,
Cfficers had no bath for the first thirty-five days in the camp and had
but one gallon of water each in which to heve their first baths after that
delay. The kitchen equipment ccnsisted of cauldrons and a fifty-five
gallon drum. Protes (1) were cooked in the cauldrons,rashed with a piece
af timber, and each man was served one spconful as his ration.

n_ﬁ

In late Cctober 1942, approximetely 970 prisoners ¢f war were trans—
ferred from the Manila ares to the Davao penal colony on a transport
vessel providing only twenty inches per man of sleeping space. Conditions
on the vessel were so bad that two deaths occurred and subsequently because
cof wealness some fifty percent of the priscners fell by the roadside on the
rarch from the water frent at Lasang, Davac te the penal colony (7).

The places used by the Japanese Authorities for the internment of
American civilians in the Philippine Islands were inadequate for the number
of persons interned at the Brent School =t Taguio. “wenty to thirty
civilians were assigned slceping accommodaiione in a2 room which had been
intended for the use of one perscn.

At the Cclumbia Country Club at Shanghal, the internees were obliged
to spend 1C,000 CRB dollars of thelr own funds to have a buillding de-
loused so thet they might use it for a needed dormitory. At Weihsien, no
refrigeration ejuipment was furnished by the Javanese Authorities and some
of the few household refrigerators of the internees were taken from them
and were used by the Jepanese guerds with the result that food wes svoiled

during the summer of 1943. The lack of sanitaryfacilities is repcrted fromx
all of these cemps

A4 charge 17: Americen priscners have suffered death and imprison—
ment for perticipation in military operations. Ieath and long term im—
prisonment have been imposed for attempts to escape for which the zaximum
pernalty undcr the Geneva Convention is thirtv days arrest. Neither the
American Guvernrent nor its protecting Power has been informed in the
manner provided by the Convention of these czses or of many other instances
when Americans were subjected to illegal punishment. Specific instances
are cited under the next charge.

Ad charge 18: Priscners of war who were marched from Bataan to
San Fernande in April 1242 were brutally trezted by Japanese guards.
The gusrds cluobed prisoners who tried to get water and one prisoner was
hit on the head with & club for helpning a fellow prisoner who had been
Imocked down by a Japanese army truck. A colcnel who pointed to a can
of salmon by the side of the road and asked for food for the prisoners
was struc’ cr the side of his head with the can oy a Jananese officer. The
colonel's face was cubt open., Another colonel who had found a symrathetic
Filipino with a cart was horsewhipped in the face for trying to give trans-
nertation to persons umable to walk. At Lubao, a Filipino who had been
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rur. through and gutted by the Japanese was hung over a barbed wire fence.

An American lieutenant—colonel was killed by a Japanese as he broke ranke
to get a drink at the stream.

Jamanese sentries used rifle butts and bayonets indiscriminately
in forcing exhausted priscners of war to keep moving on the march from
the Cabaratuan railroad staticn to camp %e. 2 in late May 1542.

At Cebanatuan, Lieutenant-Colonels Llovd Biggs and Foward 3reitung
and Lieutenant R.(?) Gilbert attempting to escape during Sevntember 1942,
werc severel beaten about the legs and feet and then taken out of the camp
and tied to pecsts, were stripped and were kept tied up for two days. Their
hands were tied tehind their backs to the posts so that they could not sit
down. Passing Filipincs were forced to beat them in the face with clubs.
No food or water was given to them. After two days of torture they were
faken away and accerding to the statements of Japanese guards they were
killed, cne of them by decapitation. Other Americans were similarly tor-
tured and shot without trial at Cabanatuan in June and July 1242 because
they endeavored %o dbring food into the camp. After being tied to 2 fence
post inside the camp for two dayvs, they were shot.

At Cabanstusn, during the summer of 1942, the following incidents
occurrcd: e Jerarese sentry beat a private so brutally with a shovel across
the baclk and the thigh that it was necessary to send him to the hospital.
Another Americen was cripnled for months after his ankle was struck by a
stone thrown by a Japanese. One Japanrse sentry used the shaft of a golf
club to beat American prisoners and two Americans caught while obtaining
food from Zilipinos were beaten unmercifully on the face end body. An
officer was struck behind the ear with a riding crop by a Japanese inter-
preter. The same officer was again beaten at Davao penal cclony and is
now suffering from martial paralysis of the left side as the result of
these beatings. Inlisted men who attempted to escape were beaten and put
%o hard labtor in chains.

At the Davac penal colony, about April lst, 1943, Sergeant licFee
was shot and killed by a Japanese guard after catcoing a canteen full of
water which had been throwr to him by another prisoner on the opposite side
of a fence. The Jananese futhorities attempted to explain this sheoting as
an effort to prevent escape. Fowever, the guard shot the Sergeant several
times and in addition shot into the barrack on the opoesite side of the
fence toward the vrisoncr who had thrown the canteen. A% about the same
time and place, an otficer returning frem a work detail sried to bring
back some suger cane for the men in the heospital. For this, he was tied
Yo a stake for fwenty-four hours and severely beaten.

In the internment camo 2t Bagulo, a boy of sixteen was knocked down
by a Janenese guard for talking to an internce girl and an elderly internee
w28 struck with a whip when he failed to rise ranidly from his chair at
trne approach of a Japanese officer. Mr. E. Gray died at Baguio on March
1287, 1942 after being heaten and given the water cure by Police Authoritiss.

-
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At Santo Tomas, Mr. ‘rogstedt died in a military prison after being
coerperally punished for his attempted escape."

As you well understand, certesin words of this communication have been
mutilated in the telegraphic transmisesion. Some of the words will be
found in lines 11, 14 and 24 on page 17, and at line 15 of page 19. I
have requested the renetition from the postal authorities, and will not
fail to inform you of their response as soon as it reaches me.

The Government of the United States requests that the Imperial
Government take immedizte stens to remedy these matters and take all
measures to prevent their recurrence. It desires further that I be enabled
to visit, or cauee to be visited, all the vlaces without exception where
American citizens are detained, in conformity with Article 86 of the
Geneva Cenvention of 27 July 1929, relative to the treatment of prisoners
of war.

In asking Your Excellency to let me know the resmonse of the Imperial
Government to the communication above mentioned, =nd to the requests of
the United States Gov rmment, I take this cccasion to renew, M. le Ministre,
the assurances of my highest esteem.

Signed by the Swiss Minister

To His Excellency

M, Mamoru SEIGEMITSU
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Tokyo.
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THE GATNUSHe
TOKYO
Translatio:

M. le Mirnistre,

To follow ny letter of 26 MNay 1943 replying to Your Excellency's
letter of 23 December 1912, relative to a nroitest of the Government
of the United States cf Jjmerica on the buoje-u of the treatment of
American citlzens in taé p.wer of Japen, I havs the honor to communi-
cate in the ¢naexed “reen

Stacemsnt The rv”ai% of the inguiries which have
been carefully as well as minutely msde ~n each of the cases enumerated
in the said protest.

o

I will be obli <d i our Excellercy will transmit this reply
to the Government of the ited States of America, ik

Please accept, M. le Ministre, the renewed assurances of my
high esteem. y

(L. 8.) Minister of Foreign Affairs

Attachment
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Reply on the Individual Cases cited in the
Protest of the American Government.

Ls was stated in the Japenese Government's reply dated on the
26, May, 19&3 addressed to the Swiss Ninister in Tokyo the individual
cases cited in the protest of the U.S. Government as examples of the
treatment accorded Lmerican civilians in detention, all relate, with -
one or two exceptions; to persons charged with criminal offences,
ineluding those who after having been duly tried and convicted, are
now actually serving their prison terms.

I——

It is unnecessery to explain the impropriety of expecting the
application of the stipulations of the Convention of 1929 relative
to the treatment of prisoners of war to those criminally accused
persons who under the laws of Japan are trected elike regerdless of
whether they are Japanese sub jects or foreigners. Nevertheless, the
Japanese suthoritles CONGETHEC HEVC accorded to the American accused,
netionals of an enemy country, a treatment as generous as permitted
by law, by teking into consideration the mode of their deily life,
and their respective social n051tlonu and ages, for vhich tney have
often expressed their gratitude, as is described hereunder.

That the imerican Government's. protest hag been mede by dis-

'tortlno and exaéoeratlng the facts which are contradictory for

instancey emSTaining at one place of the placing of imericans
in common jail and remonstrating, at another, against their solitary
confinement.

In the following pages are given the description of the actual
conditions as regerds the individual cases, excepting those to vhich
ansuers have already been given.

L. CIVILIANS

a.) Conditions in Prisons and Internment Camps.

Shanghai.

€5 in Shanghei cited by the Americean Government are
concerned with the viclators of military regulations. Such criminals
in detention are subject to restriections as provided for by law, which
are applied to all without discrimination between Japanese sub jects
and foreigners. Needless to say, they are nmot be considered as being
on the same footing with those civilians int.erned under civil pro-
cedure.

The Militery Police Detention House in Shanghai is used for pri-
soners of all nationalities, Japanesc natiomals, nationals of enemy
countries and those of third countries.
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A4S regards health, 21l the inmates, being allowed to take proper
cxercise, and given proper medical attention by ermy doctors, there

is nothing to be considered unsetisfactory. Food is rationed alike

to all, no édistinetion being made. However, in consideretion of their
mode - of living, Europeans and imericans are permitted to eat such
articles of food as they mey receive from outside or they may chose to
purchase at their own expense., 4is to wearing apparells they are allow-
ed t» use - thcse of their own, beside those supplied by the institution,
including blenkets,

Ls is indicated above, the [merican inmates of the House, were
accoréed an unusually good treatment through the special considerations
by the authorities. There existed no impropriety nor negligence in
the manner or method of their detention. Nor did there occur any case
of diseases due to detention, such as zre mentioned in the Lmerican
note.

_ 4rmy Prison, Heking.

™%ix persons, Floyd F. Spielman, R.E. McCsnn, C.J. Eskeline,
J.B. Sherwood, E.X. Mills and F.H. Bencdict, mentioned in the American
note, were arrested under the warrant issuved on Merch 7, 1942, by the
Procurator of the Militery Court of the Japanese frmy in North China
on account of their violation of military regulations. i

They were taken into the Norih China irmy Frison in Peking on Merech 11,
at 6;30 o'clock p.ms On the following day at 4;30 o'clock p.m. they
were ordereé to detention in accordance with the warrant issued on the
same day by the liilitary Procurator.

The agreement for the exchange of diplometic officials and
resicdenits between Japan and the United States was concluded while their
cases were being investigated. Lccordingly, the proceedings were 4rop-
ped, and by order of the Military Procurator they were released on June
8, 184z, at 8 o'elock, a.m.

(1.) Oonditions of health during detention.

Eskeline was ordered to rest for twenty-three days because of an
internzl malady and a sprain of the left leg, and Benecict for three
Cays because of inflammation of the bladder, but both recovered, owing
to a timely treatment. DMcCeann vas examined by an army doctor, and was
alloved to wear glasses. The remaining threee men maintained good
health throughout the period of their detent ion.

(2.) TFood

411 those in detention -- Japanese and fforeigners -- are alike
given the soldier's rations. But in view of . their mode of daily life
and their ages, and as a special caution agaiinst eny adverse effect a
suacen change of diet might have upon their hiealth, mental as well as
physical, these men-were served Testern mezlss vith bread for breakfast
and cinner, and the soldier's food only for 1l.unch, during the first
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month. It was then discovered thet they became gradually accustomed
%o, and begen to prefer the soldier's food. In fact, one of thg six
men, Shervood indicated his preference for the solcier's food from the
outset, 1hile after the lzpse of about two months all the men were
asking for it.

The daily ration per capita consisted of for main food 600 grammes
of cleaned rice, and 187 grammes of cleesned berley; or 900 grammes of
wheat (breed); end for subsidisry fooéd 21 gramr-es of beef, or 42 gremmes
of fish, with 48C grammes of vegetables, having in all 3,577 calories
of nutritive value. L1l neals were cerved wara.

(3.) Beathing

" L hot bath was regulerly rtrovided for =ll twice a week, on
Sundays and Vednesdeys; while a shower bath was substituted or occasion “
during the swmer months. Eskeline on zcecount of his mglady -as. order-
ed to refrain from bething for trenty-three days from the day of his
incarceraticn until ipril 2. To the rest of the men bathing was neither
prohibited nor suspended at eny time throughout the entire period.

(4L.) TFhysical Exercise.

The men were ordered to teke outdoor exercises for half an hour to
cne hour, and to do free exercises indoors in bed weather. Save thet
for some tuenty deys Esieline was ordered to stop exercising upon the
doetor's advice, the others were never prohibited for any reason from
talkting physicel cxercises for any extecnded period as is alleged in the

' Lmerican note.,

(5.) Detention Cells

Each detention cell has a floor space 15.75 squere metres, being
2.34 metres high. It is provided with one window and equipped with
ventilation, electric lights, and toilet facilities. The walls being
plastered, end the floor and ceiling covered with wooden boards, the
cell is of permsnent construction, 411 cells are alvays kept clean.
¥hile two to five persons are usually put in one eell, the imericans
in question were allotted one cell for tvo persons, so thet they might
have more room. DlNoreover, their cells were selected from emong the
best situated and most quiet in the entire prison.

(6.) Clothing end beddings.

The six men were all too big end tall for the regular prison
clothes. JLccordiingly, for the sake of their comfort, they were allowed
to use their own clothes which they were vezring, or had brought with
them, or those vhich were presented to them by friends.

45 Yo beddings, the articles in generzl use were supplied. /[lthough
the rule prescribes one cotton quilt, one woolen blenicet and one pillow
for each person and two mets for three persons, the Lmericans were
rrovided each w»ith 2 quilts, 2 blenkets, a pillow and a mat. .ind all
these articles were regularly laundered and always kept clean.
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It may be added thet because at the time they were brought to the
prison, the weather was still cold, they were permitted to wear their
overcoats they had with them.

(7.) Gains end losses in tveight.

The six men were weighed when they were teken into the priscn,
and when they were released. The figures for their respective
weights in gremes are as follows:

Names “hen taken in “hen relezsed

Spielmen 71.900 71.800 ~100.
leCann - 33.100 33,000 -100
Eskeline 78.800 78.500 -30C
Sherwood 83.500 2.360 -1.200
Iills 2,800 62,850 1 50
Benedict 70 ,00C 70.100 : 1100

The imericen note alleges that these men lost an average of
about 18 kilogrammes in weight, but their actual loss, as shown above,
emounts to no mére than to 258 grammes. I% should be noted, mdreover,
that the men vere incercerated in March, while they were released in
swimer when all persons generally lose in weight, in view of which an
average loss of 258 gremmes is of no significance.

(8.) Special considerations.

The .rmy prison hed no one who ceould speak Inglish fluently,
and the .mericans did not know the Jepanese languasge. J.ccordingly,
a Japenese, who had long resided in .merica, was employed on .ipril,
1942, and was assigned exelusively fto the duty as interpreter for tle
wmericenss They all greatly appreecieted the devoted service of this
man and thanked the prison sutherities for the special considerations
in this regerd. ZIspecially at the time of their departure from Peking
for Tientsin the said interpreter proved so helpful in every respect
that the imericans vere profuse in expressing their gratituce.
The alleged maltreatment of these prisoners, mentioned in the imerican
note is utterly groundless.

e

G. Tsingteo )

The~sevén persons mentioned irm the imericen note, namely, Frank
G. Xeefe, Cady Cooper, Frank B, Halling, Cherles Liebgold C.J. Meyer,
N.H. Mills, end H.J. Zimmerman -- were all suspected of espionege and
taken to the Militery Police headquwerters on December 8, 1941 end
placed in detentien in the i:sgemblw Hall of the Tsingbtao Yunicipal
Police Bureeu for the purpose of examination until the 27th of the
Same month, on which date Meyer andl lMills were releesed vhile the
others were transferred on the following day to the residence of the
Menager of the I To Compsny. Here the five men were held while on the
baie of the preliminary investigattions the auvthorities vere proceeding

_—
—
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with the examination of the evidences on hand. In the meantime with
the operation of the Exchenge Jgreement they vere set free. The
conditions under 7thich they lived during the period of their detention
are as follows: The conditions of the detention quarters.

The Lscermbly Hall of the Tsingtao Yunicipal Police Bureau in
which the [Lmericans were first deteined, is a large room, about 250
square meters in size, which is used as a classroom and for holding
-ceremonisl functions., Here two large stoves were installed, and the
temperature of the hall was msinteined at 15 - 20 degrees, Centigrede.
The deteinees were provided with improvised beds, while they vere
aYlowed to use, as they wished, their own clothing and beddings.

48 to food, they were allowec, according to their wish, to have it
gent from their respective homes, and no restriction of eny kind w=s
imposed, DPaily outdoor exercises for an hour were also permitted,
and everything wes done to look after their health.

The Kénager'é residence of the E V0 Company to vhich the five
men were transferred ic one of the best houses to be found in the
City of Tsingteo with complete equipmente and facilities. They
were allovwed to use their own bede, beddings, clothes, and to have
their meels sent from their homes, and to use freely the piano and
the ping-pong on the premiscs. Besides, they were permitted to meet
friends end the members of their families in the presence of an
official. - :

11 in all, these .imericens were accorded as generous a treat-
ment as possible., 41l allegetions mede in the imericen note, such
as that "they iere confined in an unheated common jail for a period
of three weeks" have no foundation on facts.

IV. Fort Sfantiago, Lianila.

Of the tvo men, Roy Benneit and Robert .[bbott, vho ere mentioned
in the .mericen note as heving been imprisoned in Fort Santisgo,
Manila, Roy Benett was placed in the Interrment Cemp et Santo Thomes
on «pril 20, 1943, vhere he has 'been siice and is well. Ls for
riobert Jbbott, although he had perticipseted in the battles of Bataan
end was later captured, he concealed the fact on being admitted in
the Philiprine National Hospital tovard the end of lay, 1942; and by
Pretenting to be an engineer so as to evade the trestment as a
prisoner of war he entered the Sento Thomas Internment Cemp following
his discherge from hospitel on November 23 of the same year and
continued to remain there until Jenwery 12, 1943. On the discovery
of his freudulent act, he vas sentenced to minor imprisonment for
three months, and upon the expiration of thee term he as put in the
frisoners of Tar Cemp, vhere he hes since b een end is well. In the
light of these facts the protest of the imericen Government is
irrelevent, and its insistence upon ibbott ''s release from Prison is
wice of meri. \



FHac . NO . 4_7_51—;.-) page T

V. Camp Staenley, Hoangkong.

411 the nationals of the enemy countries interned at Fort
Stenley are being vell-treated, for vhich they are grateful. There
has never existed, nor exist, such a situstion as is described in the
imerican note. The internees ere ell doing tell, being given special
permiseion to use their own things and to purchase whatever articles of
food they prefer.

VI. <Santc Thomes, Manile,

The Japanese aruy entered the city of l"anilae on Januery 2, 1942,
and opened the Iateroment Camp at fanto Thomas on the 4th of the same
month, and let the Zaterns take charge of management of the camp.
The internees were notified in advance to bring with them their personal
effects end daily necesseries; s0 as 1o render their life in the camp
as comfortsble as possibls, In spite of this advence. notice given,
there were some who failed To bring mosguito nets, clothes. and bedd-
ings. In the face of the disruption of communicetion immediately
following the Japanese occupation of the city end the inmense nurber of
the internees to be dealt with, which reached 3.00C at the end of
Jenuary, the militery euthorities speedily granted them permission end
facilities tc send for itheir perscnal belongings. That the Jzpanese
army, while pursuing the reireszliing enemy on the one hand, went about
eernestly on the other hand to take Lmericen civilizns under protection
end placecd at their disposal the transpertetion fecilities and men
they could ill-afford to spere, vwas cource of genersl grstitude cn the
part of all Lmericane on the spot. It should be noted that the sctual
‘situation ves totally different from what is alleged to have been in the
Lmerican note.

The protest regarding food is” elso in controdiction with facts.
Lt the beginning, in complianze with the wishes of the internees and
with a view to avoiding a sudden Gh°ngc cf diet and respecting perscnal
preferences, each internee wes allowed to obtain his mesls at his owmn
expense. But as time passed, it was feered this errangement might
prove unfair to those who did not heve rmuch money. Therefore beginning
with the ;nsb ooy of February, 1942, in accordence with the general
desire of th @rblnees, a raijl system was adopted, the Fhilippine
Red Cross Society. which was in the onrocess of orgenization,
being author'ccd to pay the eost. while those who so wished, were
permitted to purchase supz lchenfary food &% their ovn expense. This
system proved sestisfaciory ani convenient to the internees. The Red
Cross rcsponsible oniy for the distributicn of the ‘daily retions at
the camp as a wnole, &id not,; of course. undertake 1o loan money to
individuels separately, The purchase and preparation of the food was
left entirely to the self-governing body of the camp, and the army
helped to obtain such commocdities as were diffiecult to find on the
market. - Never cn any occasion, the cost of the ration was limited to
25 centevos, The Fhili:pine Red Cross vhich was formally esteblished
ip &pril, 1942, continned lo distribute rations until June. <Since
then the Japanese Militery aushorities have borne all the cost of
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the rations and 21l other expenditures | for the msintenance of the
camp, while the management of the camp’is left as before in the
hands of the self-geverning body organized by the internees them-
selves, The food se"VAi at the camp hes been ever since its open-
ing quite satisfactory both in gquelity end guantity -- so much so,
in fact, that it is even criticized a3 being too good s compared with
the food available to the people of the city in general. ¥Within the
camp, order is maintained end warions ectivities are cerried on by
the sbovementioned self--governing body in zccordance ith the Jode
of Regulations fermuleted by itsself and through the respective
officials appoirted by itseif. For this meznanimous treatment the
internees are all grateful.

VII, Devao and other inbternment ~amps in the Philippinss

The "first six wesks?® mentionsd in the Jimerican nots refer to
the period during which Jimerican residenis in the city were housed
for protection in the Lmerican Club without bheing reguired to do
ebsolutely no work. Later some persons far the saks of their
health requested to be allowed to do soms light cubdoor verk., and they
were assigned the tork of removing objepss which were Iying cn the

8treets and chstructing traffic, On the other hand, the Senua
<

erea where the warchouses of Davao for provisions wer
been set on fire and reduced to ashes by the fieelins lmeri:
and the provisions in the shops within the city had besa cavr]
avay and secretel also by Lmeriean soldliers, so thet the= poorlc of the
city were faced with an extreme scarcity of food. Taey had practicaly
nothing to eat bubt corn and miliet, and even these were difficult Go
obtain. That at such & time those iLmericans at the club were provided
with meels conteining vith oe“tzin amounts ‘of corn was due entirely

to the generous efforts of the Japanese ermy, whe morceover supplied
them with cleened rice, fisa, and canned foocs oubt of their own none
ample stock. Indeed, those imericans were being 7ed fzr heiler then
the averasge Japanese residents and the Philippines at that vime.

,_1\

By &pril 1942 the situation at Devao hed graduvally improved,
and suprlementery articles of food such as ve.ebables began to
appeer on the merket. Lccordingly, in cemplience witn the wishes
of the interness, they were permitted to purchase their food on
their own account, vhile rice. =uvar salt , con@iments, etec., that
were not eesily obtainsble were distributed by the militery authori-
ties.

&5 first ali wmericens were internsd for protection in view of
the situetion which rende: z for them to secure food

if they had lived by thbﬁbelT3S, and the militery authorities used

=~ O ...l”.'_,_‘.’ >

e




Doc. No. 2751-.-3 pege 9

their good offices in enabling them to procure the provisions, for
thieh they were required to pey. But since September 1942, vhen the
persons to be interned were descided upon, the cost of orovisions for
these internees has been borne by the !ilitery esuthorities, while
the matters of purchase. cooking, etc., have been left to the self-
governing body organized by the internees themselves.

smericans et other camps in the Philippines have been given a
treatment similar to thet accorded the imerican internees at Daveo
as described above.

t end Torture.

I. Torture and physical violence.

(1.) R.i. Reiner end Edwin W. Koons

Beginning with Febrvary 8, 1942 Edward Hughes I'ills, en imerican,
was being examined at the Byuzan Police Ltation, Xeijo as a suspect
for espionage. In the course of the said examinetion it vas estab-
lished from his statements end as the result of the sezrch of his
house that Keiner was involved in the eriue. e was therefore teken
to the Ryuzen Police Stetion and. an examination of his case vas
commenced. It was found that Reiner beside being charged with the
aforesaid crime, was also guilty of an iniringement upon the Foreign
Exchenge Contrel Ordinance. During the ewmemination, though Le appesr-
ed to be in good health, he was sezregate’ from cther criminals snd
allowed to cceupy a solitery cell in view of his rather advanced age.
Moreover, he was esgked several times to state his wishes, vhich were
taken into consideretion in order to afford him the best posesible
treetment. Thereas his crime vas clearliy esteblished, the cese was
éropped with the coming into foree of the Exchange lgreement, and he
was get free on ¥ay 25. 1942. On the occasion of his release, Heiner
while thanking the poclice euthorities on behelf of the Jmericeans vho
hed been similerly held at the pclice station, stated to the effect
that as he was being examined as an enemy n- tional suspected of acts
of benefitting the enemy, he had anticipoted & mest severe and rigorous
examination, but he hac been deelt by poliece authorities alvays in the
cindest merner; that he deeply aedmired the Jepanese spirit thus
manifested.,

-

In the imerican note of protest it is steted that Reiner wes
tortured six times between lay 1 and llay 6, and thet he was kicked

by a gendermerie employee nesmed Syo in such = nenner thet his rib

was broken, and that a vicious blow was siruck over his broken rib

by enother gendarmerie employee nemed Kim. is a matter of fret

no genderies, to say nothing of their employees, were ever pernitted
to frequent the premises of the Ryuzan Police &tation, while the
stetion itself has no employee named either Syo or Xim. It must be
concluded the story is a fabricetion. Furthermore, the records of the
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medical exemination made on Reiner at the time of his release es-
tablished the fact that he was scund and healthy =nd nothing unusual
was to be noted on his person. That a man, 59 years of age, who had
his rib broken and rss2eived "half-ineh decep cuts® on his srms ard
legs should heve so quickly and so completely recovered within
several days as to i1etain no trace thereof, is unbelieveble. It
only proves the cereless end groundless character of the Lmerican
protest.

From the statement of Mills and as the result of the search of
his house it wes established that Koons wes also an accomplice,
and he was taken %o the Pyvzan Police Sitaticn on May 11, 1942. He
was examined and treated like Reiner. His cacse wes also dropped, and
he wes released fcr repetriation. Here the note of the imerican
Government is equally perfunctory and cereless., Xoons has left a
record of his *Impressions" (see hnnex L) which proves further how
unverranted is the Jmerican protest.
(2.) Beating &t Ichang

The llcgd?ToahtaabA3181e ¥, Riebe and Walter P.

Morce in Icheng were beaten is entirely unfounded. It %s plain Po
comion sense whether or not any man can remain slive after having been
"peaten for two hours with an iron rod, one-half inch thick.®

The above-rentioned two persons were allowed to rewmsin in their
respective houses; the cnly restriction they were subjected to being

that they were requireéd to obtain permission for going out to town -

excepting to the portion of the ¢ily betiseen Na-lu and XKeng Chieng-lu.
The Japanese authorities prohibited Ehinese connected with 'church
to visit the recidencss of Riebe and liorse, but the tuo were afforded
special facilities for obtaining food ané daily necessaries, Ieither
of then, except on errands of their own regarding the matters of
housekeeping, did ever visit the authorities. Nor did the latter
ever teke them out anyvhere. The atrocities cited in the imerican
note have no foundation on fact.

(3.) Joseph F. NzcSparran

Joseph F. Mactparran was arrecsted or. December 8, 19h1 as a
suspected violator of the National Defens« and Security Ordinance
in accordance with the criminaW proceciure as provicded for under the
same ordinence. He wes placed in the Yokchers FTenitentiary for
examination. On Februery 21, 1942 he was indicted on charge of
violetion of the National Defencse and Security Ordinance &nd the
Fbreign Exchange Control Ordinsnce. He twsas accused on .Lpril 21 with

en edditicnal offense of viclating the Po,lice Teace Regulations.
It vas while the examinction by a prelimimery judge wes in progress
that with the conclusion of the Exchenge ...greement the prosecution

-“Q

was cancelled and ho vas set free.

At the genitentiary NMacSparran wes eccorded a specielly
favorable treatzent, being placed in the best waste“n— style
cell, well--lighted and well ventilated and provided with
desk end chair, a bed, & weshrooz with flush toilet.




- ~ i
""""Jz:edietel" upen his incercerc t;cdﬂﬁéaieE'Z;ven e e icel ,_gujnengfh
ent theresfter wes visited deily br a hysician. Cn Decerber 20, 1S41,
Le said he het & storesch trﬁvble end requested rediczl cramineticn.

7% tes found he vas suffering from no particular selzdy, bub he vwas
&iven a icedicine. He TE tv*nel the redicine seying thct it vas ineffect-
ive. Sinece then special attention res paid to the stcte of his heelth.
uot.ever, ae ate, execrcisel, cnd bathel es usual, and appeared entirely
norual in every respect. INever once ¢id he request recieel ettenticon
for herorrhages from cuclensl uicersn" Lltozether tventy-one times
during his incarceretion he vas guestioned by the procurator and the
vrelininary juése, end on every occesion he cecied to be in high
spirits and cheerfully ansvered the guestions put to him. The procure-
tor cere to the penitentiery for the questicning, but vhenever it -as
necessary to take him to ‘he court for prelirinery exeminsticn light
handeuffs were used in comformence with the law of Japsn. Tt was the
srover measure to teke in the handlin: of any eriminally esccuscd

person. Thet thile uniergoing guestioning he wes unable, on account

¢f internal He;orrhages. even o stend ur is en allegetion without a
vestige of truth.

Fi, Solibery Coniinement.,

£y 1... Fayers.

cuspected of vicleting the Nationel I'efense and Security Orcinance,

H.¥W. Iayers wes arrested oa Decerber 8, 1941 acecrding to the criminal
srocedure as jrescribed by the said Ordinence. e was taken to the
—ohe.betention louse where as the result ~f e?e”in‘tion e tas acquitied.
Cn the cther s f”’% wes esteblished thet he was Srilty of violating
the ..y Crl.dnal de and the i"freizn. Ixchznge C-atrol Crfinence.
~ecoréingly, Axlc relecse& on ¥erch 5, 1942, as a susrected viclator
of the Faticnel Defense and {ecurity Crcinence, he vas indieted efresh
on the saie day before the Lobe Listrict court on the charge of
viclations of the ‘rmy Criminal Cole end the Foreizn ixchenge Contrcl
Crdinauce, end rerandel to the Zcbe i etention liouse under the teorrant
issued by ¥ e julge of that court. Cn . ril § he wes sentgncec to

i risonuent for 7 months counting the 20 days pencding the trial.
Wasile he ves cserving his sentence, he wes removed to the Csaika " riscn
-n ley lst, and wes grented a ticket of leave on June 7. During that
seriod he wes for a tire, Januvary L - Februvery 5, 1%42, trensferred

tc the temporery jail belonginzg to the Kiivsui-beshi Police Station of
Kcbe.

it the Xobe Letenticon Liouse, in consideration of his advence aie
ant with a view to evoiding any alverse effect that confintment in
cor.ion jeil wight heve uron his health end ec-ecially to enagbling him
tc elee; 1ell, the bect and nevly furnislied cell in the instituvticn
ves assisned to I'ayers for his execlusive occurency. ruring. his
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detention pending the *rial he was permitted to use the privete bed-
dings and clothes of his cwn choice. He wes provided with a cheir,
which is not a part of the izzgrlar Purniture for ordinary cells. .is
regards meals., he was par ¢ in compliance with his wishes to
obtain them from cuiside. uring his pensl servitude after conviction
he was furnisheé with the regular nrison badi, elothinz snd mesals, bub
at the same time he was given special perm.ssion to vear shoes, and
special care was taken in the preparation of his meels. .s for books,
he wes allowed to read tanse senh to him after they had been duly
censorecd..

During his incarceration in the Osaka Prison, he was shown

similar considerasion, and g;ven e single cell for solitary confinement.
Hde wes permitted to receive the Bible, the Japanzse National Reader,
ebe. from outside. His vife; Grace visited him in the middle of May,
unéer the prison ragulations vhich permit the visit of a reletive once
a nmonth. He was gratsful especizlly es he was not put in cormon jail
but given a single cell, it is strange thet the Lmericen Government
should make that very fact an object of protect.

{2.) ?'lliam.Fa ltesy

william Mackesy was given spes
own house until he was interned in e ¢ivilien camp in Tobe. He
ap.reciated fully the good will of the authorities concerned, and by
avoiding contact with outsiders ez ruch as possible; he endecvoured
not to give any ceuse for misuricrstending on the part of the
autnorities to vhom he frequent .y exzprecsed his sense of gratitude.
He lived in a room he hed rent in a building ettached to his church.
“ith the privilege of rEHulnlnu 1n his own residence, he was free to
regulate his deily life as he liked end en cyed special comforts and
conveniences.

.18l periission to remain in his

(3.} 4ilice 0. Grube

Suspected of viclation of the National Defense and Security
Ordinance; ..lice C. Grube was arrested on December 5, 1S41, end talken
to the temporery jeil belonging to the Tarctsukuri Tolice Stetion in
Osake where she was first examined. On t e 25th of the same month
she wes trensferred to the Oseka Detention House for further questionings
by the Procuretor, as the resuli of thich she was cleared of the
suspicion, and set free on Lpril 9, 1942,

The authorities of thie Osake Detention House, in deference to her

position and prestige, Gid not confinée her in comron jail, Instead,

she was allowed to occupy exclusively s surny and heelthy cell in the
woren's section of the institution. Wnder the house regulations the
cells are rot squipred with stoves, and the: use of fire fir any
purpose is prohibited. Special parm wes granted Grube to use

a hot-vater bottle, which she declined, scying it was unnecessary, as
she had 2 good sunny room.*
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Leceordingly, she wee ellcwed to wecr en overcost in her cell. The
rule prohibiting & deteinee to bring in any “ercoufl e¢ffects of

other erticles, w-s weived in her case, end she wes c£lloved te bring
with her 2 larzge number of erticles inclvdlng 23 beoke, & bed, 3
cotton quilts, & Hlentete, & comrlete terdrobe, 2ad toilet reguisites.
She wes alweys given the first turn for bathing, end rrovided with
such food ¢s she decired, becides tea and coffee, calies end fruits
which she wes allowed to purchase as she pleesed. Generosity to the
maximum degree ves shoewn in her treatment.

(h.) J.B.K. Te sdge.
- eeerch of the house of J.B.N. Teluedge, conducted acecorcing

to criminel procecure, bdrovght forth erticles of evidence for viclations
of the IMilitery fesrets rrcbervatlon Qriinance, the Wirecless Telegrc hy
Crdinance enc the hegulations for the Control of fire arms.

«ccordingly he wes taiien into custedy in the Detention cell of the
Koshu rolice ftetion. 48 t'.e result of investizations he wes setb

for prosecution, waich heunever, wes steyed as the consecquence of
conclusion of the ixechenze igreercnt. He was rslecsed on Lrril 3,

1542,

Luring his detention, in view of his age and rosition Talmedge
wes given e s=ingle cell for solitery confinement. He was permitted
to have, clothing, bedcing, znd bocks sent from outside, and to teke
indoor exercises for health, Greteful for the kiné treatment accorded,
he disvetehed et the time of his dererture a letter of thenks to the
provincisl governor of Zenra Manco (see .nnex B.).

(5. Ilwerd iders

48 8 suspect for violation of the Netional Defence and Security
Oréinance Léveard .dams wes arres.cd on iLecerber 8, 1Shl, snd te-en to
the Teikyu Folice Staticn where hz waes deteined and eraniined. He vas
released on the 20th of the sere menth. The rrlice authorities with
due respect to his rerson did not lcek him uwp in eommen jail, but
confined him in e single cell. He vwas alloved to bring in his omn
bet. ings, and accorded sjecicl faeilities regerding neals, physical
ezercise, &nd other ”“tterc. On his deporture idoms left behind him
@ ncte thanlting for the special favore shown to him,

I. xeaths due to Ilisirestment znd qgglsct

© .LETinr D LoVermient ~rotests inst the cesthe of seversal

€ns, by escribing them to mistr eat:eqt end nezlect on the jert of
va_1nese suthoritii =, For instence, it ies allege in the jmericen note
that Leo zeleguin ~as “'iLSCQ to enter & hoc it:l in Leijc and forced to
return to Jansei. .5 e metusr of feet, it wes in comlience with
Eelcquin'e express -ish th. t he wes sent back from Cﬂccrﬁ. ~gein, it

is elleged thet Cherles Liebgold irgrisoned in an unheeled jeil 2t
Tsingtao, contreeted a colc, vhich developed iuto jneum nia, Je3c told
elsevhere under the heed of Tsinjteo, Liebgold together with other

<
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Lrerican suspects were cdeteined for & r~eriod, Lecerber 3 - 77, 1¢h1
in the seseubly ball of the Tsingteao Municipel TPolice Bureau. The
seid Lsseibly Hall, ecuipred with Swo lerge-size sStoves, wes slveys
kent ' ter ature at 15 - 20 degrees Centsi rode. There
iness were accordéed a srecially goold tresiuert,

3, the Luericen protest ie utierly unveorrventcble.

- .

¢isclosed thet the
aually unfounded. It
w3 Government is rotiveted
of Jepancee suthorities
their ectuel ccuces,
sgimert of ‘mericans by
allezebions, cannot D@

Jepaness ;
tolerstzd by

tiancof the Fxehsnge .

trzaosporvetion fee c
evgcabtlnd f“or Tsingtao and Chefoo, rscuesie
of Switzeriand in Snenghai the Japanese Zovermment e
pay susn dee at vi v

e prenared to
Sovernment of

he Uniled fiates sasll agres Tc ey Hhe exrenst ineurred by the
Japaness Consul erisns 3 2] ; ' ling to the City
of Ric de Jeneiro, a. = 3 he Ja.anese
Government in ikeir comuumicatinn dateld unders Yerch 4, 1343 and

whigh will be cormunice$ed in deteil.

The train fare tetwsen Yen 17.90) ncs
been raii to each one of the 1 imericens, Frenci
Ienry Cerlsy Llfred William deedis ana William Frederick JLﬁiJﬁl‘,

Tater it wes found thet

11l was alrzady UF’VJLCu with a train ticket at the ¥ime of
his Gepartuvre drom Negasali

Besidzs
whether ti:ze i
Government desire to he nohified a
whe have pail Vheir owa sxpenses, =3 well as to their items and
amount theiesf in delzil, in addition to those slres Ay Gemended by
the Government of the Upited Siates under the date of lMarch 25 1983.

The Japanese
¢ the names of g1l those persons

shipied wiri vidons s reserds non-
officinl imeriecans, tazilit :“‘fn in Jeapan Zroper,
such as specitl nermission 1 » houses in order to
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attend to. their begzage snd bsigage inspection by custom officers et
their own residences., lNoreover, they were alloved to teke out their
bagzage without restriction o¢n the amounts as lcng as it did not contain
obJrctﬂc“_ le erticles. Japanese authorities in Chosen, Manchukyo,
dongkong and Theilcnd were insbtructed to handle the matter of baggage
in a similar menner. Consequently, .Lmericans were allowed to teke not
only vhat they cruld carry theinselves but other picces of their bag gz88¢€.

In contrest to this treatment, ifmerican autaor}tles, as gteted in
the protest lodged with the iLmerican Governnﬁnt by Lneif5fr§”;§uovcrnnent
in its comunication of Cctober 27, 1942, addressed to the Spenish
wmbassador in l.eshington, sesrched the persons of non-official Je: anese
evacuees ia e most oviregeous manner, by stripring sterk naked pT:Cthdlly
all perscns, sub jeching them to intolerable indignities and inhumene
treatment. The baggage inspec*ion wes extremely hersh and rigeorous,
and the evacuees hod pert of their belongings confisceted, so that nct
a few were obliged to btoerd the ship, leeving everything behind then,
save one or two sultcases. To the above-mentioned protest of the
Japanese Government, the imsricen Government in its intermecdiate reply
dated December 24, 1942, promised thet it would meks e revort oa the
completion of 1nve°tzgaflon No report hes yet been received, and
the Japanese Government requests thet the szid report be transmitted
without further delays.

&8 regerds portirsy it is true that a cerisin number of them were
assigned to duties at each place, but in order to evoid disorder and
confusion the evzmcueces were prohibited to grploy them on their ovn
accounts L similer situstion wes observed elso in the United States.

Regerding the bezgege of non-officisls the U.S. Government
protests againct the reinspection of their baggege at the port of
enbarcation after it had been inspected at the place of deperture.
But in the United States; the baggege of non-official Jepanese nationals
was inspected at the place of Geparture and sub jected without exception
to a second and most rigid inspection et tlme port of erxbesrcstion.

Japenese custome euthcrities were instructed not to inspeét the
occbgge of «mericen officials. i cese is cited by the imericen note
in which, the effects of imericen officials in Chosen were sald to
heve been searched, but investigetione mede into the case, feiled to

produce nothing to svbstantiste thet allegeition.

On the contrery, when Japanese Vice Ccnsul, Mr, lasaru Seno,
stationed in Houston, Texas, end his wife izere leeving that city on
Jenuary 10, 1942, the .rericen officiels ire cherge et the time hed
teken away five ceses of Mr. Seno's personzal belongings on the
ground thet these cases " ere wooGen boxes. Upcn errivel et the
domesteed notel in Virginia, Mr. and Mrs no finally succeeced in

L=

£
e
obteining those boxes ofter negotictions mede through the Snanish
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Embassy in Washington, D.C., and they were reguested to pay the
amount of £50.00 for the transportation. The boxes arrived but
every one of them was opened and jinspected, and morcover, several
articles contained in the boxes were missing.

This action on the part the American officials clesrly consti-
tutes a violation of the agrecment, and accordingly, the Japanese
Government renew the protest against the Gevernment of the United
<.

Dtates °

B, FRISONERE OF WAR :

The American Government states th t it has received reports of
inhuman treatment accorded imerican priscners of war by the Jamnece
authorities, which is inconsistent with the provisions and spirit of
the Geneva Ccnvention, and rroceeds to cite instances alleged to
have oceurred in the Fhiiippines and the punishment of Americans for
an attempted eccape at Changhai.

1. The Fhilippines

The imerican Government. is reminded of the situation in the
Philippines during those days immediately following the Fpanece
occupation of the Batzan Peninsula. Order had not yet been restored;
traffic facilities had heen destroyed; the Lmerican soldiers prior to
their retreat and surrender had burned food ard medical supplies in
accordance with their "Scorched-earth® tactics; the Japsnese armies
‘themselves were firding it difficult to replenish their stoek of
proviesions.afid medical supplics; and Purthermore, the number of Lmerican
prisoners of wer vere far greater than anticipated. It was irevitable
that under these circumstances the simerican war prisoners should have
suffered teuporarily from scarcity of food and inadequate medical
attention. Nevertheless, the Japenese military suthoritics, in the
face of insuperadle difficulties, did their hest to feed the Americans
and to care for the sick and wounded., The Anericans csptured in
Bataan were obliged to go on foot when they wer: beinz taken to
Canp O' Donrel, because cwing to the destruction of the mcans of
eonveyances it was imposeible to send them in automcbiles.

Howrever, as regards the alleged instances of mistreatment of the
prisoners on their way to and after their arrival at the Ceamp, cited
in the American ncte, are groundless according to the investigations
that have been made under the difficuvlt circumstsnces.

2. Changhai

Relating to the punishment of W.S. Cunninghsm and D. Smith, the
views of the Japanese Govermment are clesrly set forth in its
communication of March 5, 1943, to the Swiss legetion in Tokyo, and
they need not be repeated here. It should be added that the report
of alleged mistreatment of iLmerican marines, alsc cited in the
Lmerican ncte, is unfcunded.
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Lhnex Ji.

Thoughts on Leaving Chosen - Mey, 1942. E. 7. Koons.

Cn sugust, 1939, my wife amd. I ceme for the fifth time to
Chosen, lecving our six chilcéren ané four grendehilcren. Te esvectec
to spenc the rest of our working lives serving the inhebitents of
this penisule of vhetever rece end nation.

On less than three yeers we ere returning «to cur netive land.
“e leave in our house o. 1 Renchicho ~ur householc goods, meosi
of cur clothing, and meny »recious personal possessions, hoping to
return and resume our life here with its verious missicnery esct-
P¥ities. Eut at o time like this one is bound to think deenly-as
to try to reach cefinite conclusions.

s M

wong the many kindnesses received by the grour of foreilgners
cetained in the Theologicel Seminary eince Dec. 3, 1Shl, hes been
1y being alloved te receive ny copy of the Jepan Times and .Ldv:ertiser.
Through it ve have been able to follow the course of eveats.

It is with greet satisfaction that I read agair end sgain in
the J.T. & i reports of the good treatment of smerican and other
war prisomers., Certeinly the group to whieh I belono has received
every kKinéness possible under Tresent conditiones and will alweys be
greteful for many favors.
Yhen I reach the U.S.4. I shell seek aa oprortunity of

serving Japanese internees in e friendly vey if t e G-vernment end
the Boeré of Foreign Missions will permit this. .s slways, I shall
esrnestly rroy for good reletion between the nationels of these tro
greet couutrles, end the countries themselves. T am sure there is a
right future for both nations, end I hope, thet ny wife erd T cen
e pert in bringing it sboutb.

ot

E. T, XKoons

lay 27, 1942.




Keghu, Chosen.,

4 ey bl
MeY 3C, 1€hn.

To the Governor of Scuth Zenrs Provinec,

pleceent Fcers iurig; w:i Preshy-
nes lebered in Korean under of the

ese zovernmeat, we re.ret the ehan.c

c

reving receiviC seny kindnesses from veriocus offi
the cutbreelk of wcr between
cotniry, enf ruech hel: in encpling us ftc leave Koshu, I
ccuvey herewith sy erpreciction, c¢nd <irust thet you will ex
theniie $o the cfiiciels conccrned, £s I ccn net meet thewm 211,

¢y
[N

140
,__l
m
(e}

Ve trust thet vhen pesce ic rostored we shell
return end meet ezain.

IoUrs veyy recpectiully,
(Sizued) Ilize £, Tolme e
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THE GAILUSHO
TOKYO
Iranslation

No. 97/C.R.

M. le Ministre,

In acknowledging receipt of Your Excellency's letter of

5 February lasi, relztive to tle treatment of dependent
{%E%?;zun;in tne vover of Japan, I have the honor to ask

hat the following resnonse of the Imperial Government be
communicated to the Governient of the United States of
America., As to the protest of the Government of the United
States agalinst the treatment of dependent Americans by
Japanese authorities, communicated 23 December 1942, and to
which the said letter made referéence, the response has been
made by my letter of 24 April 1944 addressed to Your Excellency
on the basis of the result of the inquiries.

"The Japanese Government have carefully studied the
comminication of the United States Government transmitted
under date of the 5th February by the Swiss Minister in
Tokyo in charge of American interests in Japan rcgarding
the treatment of United States citizens in areas under
Japanese administration.

It is considcred that the United States communication
under review is, as also are their previous commnications,
based upon a serious miﬁunderstandlng as to the position
of Japan in resvpect of e application of the 1929 Convention
relating to the Treatment of Prisoners of War. This point
will be dealt with in the section headed I below.

The Japanese Government have taken note of the eighteen
complaints ernumerated in the United States communication, and
have caused detailed investigations to be made into the
instances given of alleged maltrcatment of United States
citizens. The resmlts of these investigations are given in
the section headed I below.

It 1s stated in the United States Governrient's com-
munication that in the trecatment of 211 Janancse subjects
within areas under United States administration, the United
States has consistently and fully apvlied the provisions of
the 1929 Convention relating to the Trcatment of Prisoncrs of
TTar. But according to information reccived from perfcctly
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rel§nable sources, the United States Government are not always
applying the provisions of the said Convention as fully as
they have exprecssed thenselves bound to do. This is stated.
in detail in the section headed III below. The Japancse
Government enter the most cimphatiec protest on this point, and
demand of thc United States Government an immediate inhvesti-
gation into cach instance given, the rectification of the
maltreatment, and the Duplshmbnt of the persons responsible
the adoption of measures for the improverncent of discipline
over themn.

Those facts thich arc mentioned in the section headed
IV below are bascd upon informzilon from the most reliable
sources. While the instances cited in this section are not
specifically contemplated bv the 1229 Convention relating
to the Treatment of Prisoners of 'iar, they are not only
contrary to the spirit of the Conventlon but also are
contrary to the principle of international law and to humane
feeling. A protest concerning these matters has already
been lodged, but no snt“-factory reply has yet bcen reccived.
The Japanese Government therefore take this opportunity once
again to enter an emphatic protest, and they demand that the
United States uovbrnlent take aqpquatu measures to improve
the state of 2ffa

I The position of Jenan in respcct o

- S e

of 1929 relatinz to the Troatment of Prisoners of Tar,

As regards the trecatment of prisomers of war, Janan has
ratified the 1907 Convention relating to thic Law and Cu qtom
of Land "larfare, and the 1929 Convention for the Amelioration
of the Condition of the Wounded and Sick of Armics in
the Ficld, but the Japanese Government have not ratified
the Convention of 1929 relating to the Treatment of
Prisoners of "ar. Consequently Japan is undcr no obligation
to be bound by that Convention. However, the Janancse
Governrent have notified the United States Government of
thelr intcntion on purely humanitarian g;ounds to apvrly
mutatis rmitandis in the present war the prov151ons of tre

929 Corvention rble+1ng to the Treatment of Prisoners of
Var to American vrisoners of war within arcas under Japanesc
adninistration.

As regards thc treatment of civillian internces, no
international agreement exists, except that an expression
of desire is contained in the final protocol to the 1929
Convention reclating to the Treatment of Prisoners of “ar.
In the present war, the Japanese Government have notified
the United States Government of th61r intention to apnly
as far as possible under the condition of reciprocity the
provisions of the 1229 Conveution reL;uwng to tho Treatuent
of Prisoners of or (providecd that no labour is imposcd upon
the %ntern ¢s against their will by the country detaining
thom) .
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By the above-n:ntioncd intention of the Japnancse Government
to apply mutetis mutandis the provisions of the 1929
Convention relating to the Trecatment of Prisoners of War
to American prisoncrs of war, it is meant that the provisions
of the Convention will be applied with the modifications
necessary in order to conforn vwith the provisions of the
existing lars and regulations of the ecountry and with the
requircments of the actval situation as it developes. 1In
the same manner the provisions of that Convention are also
applied to Amecrican civilian intcrnees.,

In the prescut var in Greater East Asia the field of
operations extends over an cxpensive arca including many
remote, undevelopcd and pest-riddcn regions with inrumerable
islands scattered over the ocean, lnvolving considerable
difficulties in the way of conmunication and transport. The
change introduced by thc system of aerial fighting has also
made 1t difficult to distinguish zones of combat from other
areas. The Japanese Forces, which have takcn under their
control an unexpectedly larcgce number of ercmy nationals in
these arcas fzr distant from Japan, are meking the utmost
efforts to accord “hem fair and just treatment. Such a
situation was cert.inly not contecmplated at the time when
ti.2 1929 Convention rclating to the Treatment of Prisoncrs
of War was comcluded. Th-t Convention has not becen ratified
by Japan becausc thicre are provisions in it which are not
acceptable to this country. The Japanese Government are,
however, dealing, from a humanitarian »oint of view, with
matters relating to prics-ners of war and civilian interneces,
on the basis of thc 1907 Converntion relating to the:Law and
Custom of Lanl Wariarc and the 1929 Convention for the
Amelioration of the Conditions of the Wounded and Sick of
Armies in thec Field, taking moreover into consideration

the provisions of the 1929 Convention relating to the Treatment
of Prisoners of Tar. Thege inrentions of the Jananese
Government have already been made known to the United States
Government. ;

In these circunstances, the Japanese Governmecnt are
unable to understand hcw the United States Governnent have
seen fit to enumurate certain articles of the Convention
and to demand thcir absolute application as if the Japanese
Government by the wbove-mentioned expression of intention
ilad admitted an obligation to observe the provisions of the
Convention as a party thereto.
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ITI. Reply of the Javanese Government to the protest
of the United States Government dated
the 5th February, 1944.

(1), "ith rcference to 1 and 2 of the American protest
the United States Government state, whereas the Japancse
Government are permitting the reonresentztives in charge of
American intercsts and representatives of the International
Committee of the Red Crecss to vislt Prisoner of War Camps,
Civilian Internce Camps and Civilian Centrecs in Japan proper,
Taiwan, Chosen, China, kanchoukuno and Hcrg ZXong; the United
States .Government protest to the ciffeet that the representa-
tives of the Swiss Government in charge of American interests
in Japan and in Japancse occupied territories have not been
permitted to go to every place without excertion where prisoners
of war and civilic.s were interned; they have nct been per-
mitted to interview without witnesses the persons held, and
have not had access to all places occupied by the prisoners.

The United States Government state that the representa-
tives of the Swiss government in Japan are entrusted with
the protection of American interests in Japanese occunied
territories, whereas, as alrcady communicated to the United
States Governrient tlirough the intermediary of the Swiss
Government, the policy of the Japanese Government is not to
recognize representation of encnmy intcrests in Japanese
occupied territories and, thercfore, is not permitting visits
to the War Prisoner Camps and Civilian Internee Camps in those
territories. Furthermore in vicw of the needs of military
operations, visits of the representatives of relief
societies and others also are not permitted for the time
being.

\

For intervicwing prisoners of war, the presence of wit-
nesses is required by Japanese regulations cnacted in accord
ance with the Regulations concerning the law a2nd custom of
land warfare, annexed to the Convention of 1907 ratified
by Japan.

The United States Government protest to the effect that
Swiss reprecsentatives at Shanghai, during their visits to the
camps, were closely escorted by representatives of the
Japanese Consulate General and were not able to see all parts
of camps. According to the investigation, however, the
Consul General of ssitzerland walked at the head of the
visiting party and insnected the camps freely, and though
staff nembers of the Consulate General did accorpany hin they
did so as a matter of courtesy.
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(2) 'ith reference to 3 and 4 of the American protest
the United States Government alleged that American nationals
were not permitted to forward complaints to the competent
Japanese authorities or to represbntatlves of the protectlng
power, or that the Japancse authorities had punished or had
threatened to punish those who made complaints. But, in the
prisoncr of rar camps and civil internment camps in areas
under Japanese administration, communications addressed by
the prisoners of war and _nternces to the detalnlng authorities
of the camps .re .t rejccted. Comrmnications addressed to
the representatives of the protecting power are being forwarded
in exactly the same way as in the case of the mail sent by
the prisoners of war, although there might have been some
difficulties at the time of ovening the camps. Thus, the
forwarding of complaints has not been prevented and in no
case was a punlshment inflictced merecly on account of complaints.
The protest of the Unit.? States Government to the effect
that dental avnpointrients at the Columbia Country Club at
Shanghai were ceancelled in the summer of 1943 for punishment
mist be due to some misunderstanding. According to investi-
gations carried out by the authorities of the Japanese Govern-
ment therec was no such incident. Neither was there a case
of punishnent inflicted on the internees at the Civilian
Centre at Yangchow.

{(3) 7ith reference to 5 of the American protast the
United States Govcrinment state To the eficet that the
Japanese Governrcnt failed to furnish neceded clothing to
American nationels and cite thc suffering cf the internces
at Hong Kong, XKobe and in the Philippines, whecreag the
Japancse-Government—are—giving. specially thorough considera-

ion to the matter and propsr messures are being,iakgn%,w1th
the view to furnishing clothing at the oxxbnse of the
Japancse GOVorNrcnt to the extent that. is necessary.

Ls rega“ds the difficulty of furnishing shoes to the
internees at Ilong Kong, owing to the fact that there was no
stock of boots or shoes in the city at the time they were
interned, the aut. rities could not evold supplying
¥ endals" as substitutes and this measure was not taken
eTPressly to cause diificulty or inconvenience in their daily
life. As for the'internccs transferred from the Island
of Guam to Kobe, since they possessed no winter clothes, the
authorities concerned of the Japanese Gevernment lmnediately
set ebout procuring the material and prenaring the necessary
Elothing for them, In ihe meantimne, as the SWiss CONSUlate.
“EtKOBE WIS TIECY Lo offer to the internces the heavy clothing,
the Japanese authorities helped in securing the materials.
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The gquestion oi pr. iding wirter clothing was then satis-
factorily disposcd of, thanks to the efforts of the Swiss
Consulate. As regards the statenent to the effeet that the
prisoners of wa> in the Pl ilippines were forced to labour
without shoes and clad oply in loin cloths, exactly the same
as in the case of Hong Kong, when mo boots or shoes are
provided, their substitutes -are given and clothing for use
while at work is also prcvided. It is possible, howcver,
that the priscners in question, while at work in the tropical
climate, 92953 to remove their ciothes on account of heat.

(4) TWith rcferznece to € of the American protest the
United States Government protest to the effect that the
Japanese authorities confiscatcd personal effects from Amecrican
civilian internces and prisoners of war. According to the
regulations concerning the treatment of prisoners of war in
Japan, when the persons liable to treatment as prisoners of
war are capturad, their personzl effccts are examined at once;
arms, munitions and any other urtic.e liable to military use
are confiscated; other articles are either held in custody;
(in which case a receipt for the articles issued to the
cwner), or handed back to the ovner, allowing him to carry
them, The troon concerned then must preparc an inventory
of the articles confisczted or held in custody; the inventory
in question must be handed over to the camp authorities along
with the articles whicih had been held in custody when the
prisoners of war are transferrcd to the prisoner of war camp.
The articles thus handed over must be held in custody by the
government sutliorities and returned to the owners when the
latter are freed. hese regulaicions are strictly observed
in Japan.

Tie Unlted States Go'ernment state that at the prisoner
of war camps in the Philippine Islands, pvisoner of war
enclosures at lMarivsles Bay, civilian internment camms at
Baguio, Canton, Chefoo, Pzking, lManila, Tsingtao, Weilisien
and Yangchow, and at Civiiian Centrcs of the Ash camp,
Chapei camp, Lunghwa camp and Pootung camp in or near Shanghail,
the articles most necded by the prisoners and internces have
been taken. Since the statement is mere cnumeration of
various camps, and centres, it was difficult to investigate
the matter. According to enquiries, however, mede by the
Japanese authorities, no such incident, as is complained of,
occurred anywhere. At Tsingtao, neither a prisoner of war
camp, nor a civil internment camp, nor a civilian centre
has ever been set up. As regards the staterent that the
personal effects of an Americar prisoner of war were taken,
when he was capturcd in the Philippine Islands in April
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1942, so far no such occurrence is found by the investigation
carried out by the Japanese Government. .

(5) 7ith reference to 7 of the American protest the
United States Government state that whereas the Japanese
Government are enforcing strict regulations with a view to
“ccordlng fair treatment under all-eireumstances,.American
prisoners of war aznd civilian internees have been subjected
to insults and gub%;g_gy;iga;;y. The allegation is at
varianc he ratment actually accorded to prisoners
of war and civilian internees.

The United States Government protest by citing the case
of a march through Manila city by American prisoners of war,
but as a matter of fact, the latter took the road which was
necessary in going to the camp. It entailcd negither insult
nor vpublic CurlDSWtJ. As for the statement to the errect
fhat at Bagui dong ¥ong and Tsingtao, the public was allowed
to visit the 1nternmont camps and encouraged to satisfy
curiosity regarding the persons held; at Tsingtao, to begin
with, neither a prisoner of war camp nor a civil internment
camp has becen sct up, as already pointed out. At all camps
and centres in areas under Japanese administration, the
entrance of the public (including visits and interviews) to
the camps and centres is strictly under official control
and no one is allowed to enter without the permission of
the cormander of the garrison or of the supervising authorities.
At Hong Kong, nermission of the Governor Gecneral is required.
A foreigner wishing to entecr a prisoner of war camp or intern-
nent camp rust obtain the permission of the War Minister, or
of the supervising authoritics in case of civilian internment
camp. Even a soldier is not allowed to enter without due
cause. Such being the case at the prisoner of war camps and
civil internment camps under the supervision of the Japanese
authorities, no such incidents as are complained about by
the United States Government have ever occurred.

(6) ™ith reference to 8 of the American protest the
United States Government state to the effect that the Japanese

Government refused to nrovide health stainin 0 to the
prisoners of war held BY them 6T did not nermit the United
States to make regular shinments in a continuing basis under
appropriate arrangements of supplemental food and medical
supplies and, because of this, the prisonecrs of war are
suffering from disecases resultlng from malnutrition and
deficibncy. On_the co - the Japanese Governnent are
providing the n;iggng:s of war wi =
the same as fh_,foaé_§@a~$h@;cmnmnmrwaarxama;;uadﬁﬁ¥ayi
respect of both quantity and guality. Moreover, e authorities
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are giving snecially considerate treatnent to the prisoners
of war, by supplying them for example with European meals

and thus taking the national or racial customs of prisoners
into special consideration. The conditions of health of the
nrisoners and the labour performed by them are watched with
special carc and measures which are considered bsst are being
taken in supplying food to them.

The United States Governrent regard the deficiency
diseases as common throughout Japanese internment camns, and
comparing the health conditions of internees at Shanghai and
in the Philippines, state that these diseascs are relatively
less common among the internces at Shanghal on account of
presents sent in for them from the outside whereas deficiency
.dlseases prevall among the majority of American prisoners
of war in the Philippines., As regards the protest of the
United States Government relating to the conditions in the
Philippine Islands, as mentioned at length in the reply of
the Japancsc Covernment dated April 24th 1944 sent in response
to the protcst of the United States Government which was for-
warded by the Swisgs Minister in Tokyo on December 23rd, 1942,
the best e¢fforts were made to procure and furnish food at
the internment Camps at Sapio Tomgs in the Philipplnes,

Davao and elsewhcre, despite the difficulties encountered
by the Japanese Arny.

Thot the food sunply of the American army was inferior
and general sanitary and health conditions had a2lready reached
a prcearious state at the time the Japanese arny occupied
the Philipnine Islands is evident by the reports of eneny
arny-surgeons which have come into the posscssion of the
Japanese armv. The following is a resume of the said record
relating to health conditions that prewvailed:

Condition of 1llness of American soldiers in Bataan
Pront due to malnutrition after the ration was reduced to
. two meals a day toward the end of January, 1942.

(a) Field Artillery Corns

Duec to vitanin deficiency diseases a certain
number of the soldiers has shown the symptoms of paralysis
and dropnsy of the legs. Their eyes and eyellds were swollen
up. The soldiers began to eat covetously various wild
plants; some have caten by mistake noxious plants. Their
daily ration was estimeted at less than 1500 caloriles and
the sonldiers who performed heavy labour lost gradually
their vitality.
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(b) TIhe Sccond Field-Artillery Regiment

Many men's faces turned pale and haggard,
suffering beri-beri., Thelr legs were swollen up dub to
under-ncurishmnent, ‘

(¢) The Flyving Corps

Among the soldicrs some had the legs swollen

up and the haemorrhage of the gums. Generally the body-

reight decreased. Two-third of the soldicrs became iIL
boc~use of malnutrition. Toward the end of liarch some
had eaten coupong-nut and bataan-mut. Those who have
caten the first were subject to attacks of vertigo while
those who have taken the latter suffered from diarrhoea.
Even though they realised the dangerous consecuences they
have not ceased to eat them as the result of lack of
provisions,

(d) Field-Hespital

A

oldicrs who wer
ing from maiaria

o

¢ admitted to the hospital
were suffe a or looked pale and haggard
while many <f thenm aLd their lower thighs swollen up due
to the lack of nroper nutritions.

lall
)
1

Furthermore according to the investigation by the
Japancse authoritics it was found that in the Field
Hospital of American Army necar Cap Carben there were about
6000 patients of American and Filipino soldiers on the day
of thelr surrendcr. he American Army authoritiss forecibly
ejected from the hogoital tThe Filipino soldliers who were
dangerously wounded and seriously ill with lialaria by reason
of food shorfege. Iany Filipino soldiers suffered death soon

BIter, =

Prom these faets, it is clear that prior to thelr
capil tULptl“n, the health conditions of the American arny had
already recched o precarious state owing to melnutrition and
gener al decline of hegltu, prevalence of beri-beri, malarias,
etc. he situation was mede worse still by the tactics
edontmd by the American army of burning, destroying and
reducing to ashes cll the food and medical supplles that
i bean siored, noer whe war-condiiions ay that time, the
Japanese arny itseif wes short of reserve foodj thp nunoer
of American prisoncrs of war exceceded by far the original
cxpectations civilian people in general were alsc short of
food supply so that food could not be obtained from them.
In these circumstences, it was inevitable that focd supply
for the priscners of war captured by the Japanese Army would
be insufficient and medical treatment for them could hardly

0

(%
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be as satisfactory as would be desired, 1In spite of all these
difficulties, the authorities of fthe Japanese Government

d1d their utmost to provide for the prisoners of war. The

remarkable inmprovenent made in health conditions of the

vrisoners of war in the Philippine Islands thereafter is

clearly traceable by the reduction of death cases among the

rrisoners of war during 1943. Of approximately 10,000

Amierican prisoners of war in all of the Philippine Islands

in 1943, the number of deaths was 168. In November of that

vear, therc was only one case of death, :

The United States Government compare the situation in
the Philivppine Islands with the health conditions of the
internees at Shonghei. At Shanghai even enemy-aliens are
living pecacefully under the protection of the Japanese
authorities, but on the other hand, in the Philippine Islands
they were subject to the alrocious taoctics 2dovted by the
American Arry of rcaﬂc1nc all to ashes. The Japanese
Fovernment caniot but cexXpress utter “astonishment when the
United States Government close their eyes to these facts
and venture to censure the Janancse Government, ignoring all
the efforts made by the authorities of the Japanese Governrent
and holding Janan responsible for all.,

As regards the relief supnlies mentioned in the protest
of the United States Government, the Japanese Government gave
pernission to the international Committee of the Red Cross
for the rece n tion of the relief articles of anproximately
10,000 tons forwarded by the American Red Cross Society on
two occasions by the Javan--America exchange vessels.

Permlssion was 2lso given for delivery of these articles
to every onrisoner of war camp and civil internment camp.

The difficulty of granting further permission for trans-
portation of relief supnlies by vessels of neutral powers
through the maritine areas of war operation under present
conditions of war has already been communicated to the United
States Governnent. At the same time the Jaranese Government
are at present seriously studying to solve the question, and
the Japanese Government have not at 211 refused the shipment
of relicf supplies, as has becn alleged by the Americen
authoritics.

(7) 7ith refercrnce to 9 of the Amcrican protest the United
States Government state to the effect that the Japanese
guthorities tuLnﬂd to improper and prohibited. uses the profits
from the sale of Z58ds in carp canteens instead of devoting
them to the welfare of the persons held in the camps. ©On the
contrary the following is the actual handling of profits from
the sale of zocds in camp canteens according to the investiga-
tions carpicd out:
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. (a) The profits from the sale of goods in camp canteens
at each prisoner of waf camp are being used for the welfare
of the interned prisoners of war by their representatives at
each camp.

(b) At civil internment camps in Jenan Proper, no camp
canteen has been cet up, because. the nunmber of internees
being smail, it is more ‘eomeniznt ko allow thenm to nurchase
from the outside whatever they desire then to store materials
in the canteens; hence no guestion of profits arises.

(c) The protest of the Tnlted States Goverument is
irrelevant to the priscaoer cof war camp at Hong Kong because
there the articles soidé <o the war prisoners are sold =t
¢ost price and no profits accrue, Acccrding bo the report of
Mr. Egle representative of the International Committee of the
Red Cross at Shan o visited the priloner ¢f waor camp
at Hong Kong in JuLy &79_, 'Conditiocns of 2iving gquavrters, of
food and clothing, carp canteen, sauitary corps, dental treat-
ment, amusements, vrovis 4oh“3 l;brary_ checervance of religious

2

rites, etec., have been found to be guite satisfactory. The
interned prisoners expressed gratitude to the authorities for
their kind treatment'. The Jappnese Government Tee et that
the United States Gnve“nmeﬁt ha raiged a protest distorting

the measures tzken bty the o 0ﬂwod9 therpities 1dpn favour of
the prisoners interned and ignoring suczh fects as are mentioned
above.

)
cl
g
>
1.t
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(B) With reference to 10 and 1) of the American protest
the United States Governnenu protesy 1o the effect that
contrary to the specific vndertaking of vhe Japansse Govern-
ment, the detaining authoritics compelled civiilans th
perform labour ota>r than that connectea with the administra-
tion, maintenance and management of internmens: can*q;
and officers in priscner of war camps were forced to labour
and non-commissioned officers to do other than supervisory
labour. There is aliso a statement tc the effect that prisoners
of war were required to periorm labour that had a direct
relation with war operations. As already comnunicated to
the Swiss Legation in Tokyo by the verbal notez of
January 28 and FG"”Q"V 4, lyAJ, regaraing intentions with
respect to the perd O“marce of Jabour by prisorers of war,
the Japanese Governnent are hQVJﬂ” prisoners of war periornm
labour which invoives no danger ia industry, civil engineer-
ing, mining and transportation. they are also perforring
labour whish has no dirccet relation with war operations.
Civilian internecs are not rwou:r:d to perfornm labotr other
than that connectea with the administraiion, maintenance
and management of internnment camps.
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As regards the incident alluded to, by the United
States Government, of civilian internees forced to repair
machinery without rehuﬂ?:stlon in the Philippines, no such
incident occurred according %o the investigation carried
out by the Japanese aunhzrl'ies, The informacion must be
due To some misunderstanding. At opriscner of war camps,
needless to say, no officer oriscner is forced to nerform
neither labour nor meniai labour, since there are aiways
soldiers on duty who periorn the perscnal errands of the
officers to whom they are detailed.

Though 1t is c¢lzimed that ten Arerican engi
required to assist in rebuilding the military ins 2
in Corregidor Island in 1942, =2n investigation ha e
brought out the factes that the woerk of cleaning away a
putting in order in the locality such as Corregid d
reguire the assistance of expert engineers who ar
with the locality. It wns rot, however, in thec least in
the sense 0. assist in rebui;d‘ng any mllltery installations.
Their service was recuired in directirg the work of cleaning
away or putting in order damaged or destroyed buildings and
roads, only to such an extent that it could be regarded as
ordinary labour and this cannot te claimed to have a direet
relation with war operations. It is also protested that
American prisoners of war were madc to work in a machine tool
shon in the arsenal at Mukden, but this i3 due to some mis-
information. The plant where prisoners of war worked was
an ordinery factory with no relation whatever to the arscnal.

(9) With reference to 12 of American protest the
United States Governrient charge that medical care has
in many instances been denled to vriscners of war and civilian
internees, and when given has been generally so poor as teo
cause unnecessary suiferings and deaths, adding that conditions
of health of prisoners of war in the Philippines Islands is
deplorable. As has beesn explained above under the section
(6) relating to rations for prisoners of war, the inadeguacy
of food and medical suppliies for the prisoners of war captured
by the Javnznese forces in the Philippines was absolutely
unavoldable owing largely to the acticn of thc American forces
who in pursuance of their "scorched-carth" tactics had burned
vital commodities, to the war situatlon which rendered
difficult for procuring food and medical supplies evenfor the
use of Japanese armies, and alsc to the unexpectedly large
numbers of Amcricen soldiers surrendcred which ceused further
drain on the provisions on hand. 1In any case, the general
state of health of these prisoners of war at the time of theilr
capture, had been already extremely poor as shown by the
reports left by American army surgeons.
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The Japanese authorities are paying proper attention
to the health of all prisoners of war and taking aporopriate
measures includirng montkly health medical examinations and
vaccinations and preventive 1HJGCu10n anc recesses for
those engaged in labor. As regards food the daily rations
provided war orisoners by the auhuol t:eb concerned are
being critized as being far too good both in quality and
quantity as compared mlth the food generally available. In
the Philippines, Epidemic Squads were organized in 1942, to
which was assigned the task of DreVGntlnw contagious
diseases, resulting in a notable 1ﬂgroveﬂent in the general
conditions of health among the prisoners and in the reduc-
tions of deaths as i1s pointed out under the above mentioned
paragraph {6). All these are entilelv due to the devoted
services of the medical corps of tae Jananese armies. The
American Governrent charge that certain internees in the
civilian camps at Shanghai and in Japan Proper were made to
pay for their own medical care and hospital expenses. At
all the internnent camps the authorities have tesken measures
for proper medical care, and for hospitalization free of
charge.  However, in case any internee recguests for a physi-
clan and hospital of his own cholce, the request 1s granted
on the condition he pays the costs on his own cccount.
Accordingly, it 1s quite proper thet those at Shanghai and:
in Japan proper, who chose their own hospitals and doctors,
should have paid the costs on their own accounts.

(10) With reference to 13 of the American protest the
United States Government state that the Japanese Government

haye reported names of only a part of The American prisorers
of war and civillian 1in of the American Combatants
found dead by Javanese forces. Immeala*ply upon the outbreak
of tHe War of Greater East Asiz the Japanese Government es-
tablished the War Prisoners Information Bureau, to which has
been assigned the task of exchanging information regarding
prisoners of war, conducting investigations, compiling
individual cards, and trgnamlttlng names. The Japanese
Government are attaching great immortance to the reporting

of the names of the war prisoners and internees in their
hands, and have been exerting special efforts in that direc-
tion. As fast as individual cards are filed, the names
entered thereon are being cabled regardliess of nationality

to the Central Agency of the War Prisoners? Informations

at Geneva., By the end of March, 1944 the nurter of the
names so reported exceeded 145, OOO nciudlng more than
25,660 of American na twonalluy. Further reports will continue
to be made hereafter.
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(11) vith reference tc 14 of the American protest the
United States Governnent charge that the Japanese Government
have not permitted internees and prisoners of war freely
to exercise their reiigion. Religious freedom is recognized
by the Japanese Government at all the War Prisoner Comps and
internment camps.

While it may be true that at some camps during the
first few weaks the incompletion of the necessary raclilities,
the absence of ministers or priests and ot%cr circumstance
rendered it difficuit to hold religious exzercises, the Japanese
authorities nowhere ever prevented 1ntent10 12lly the free
exercise of religion by prisoners of war and internees. 1In
fact, they are being afforded special facilities in this
respect, as for instance, in the Tokyo ar prisoner camp
and internment camp where wine and bread for hcly communion
are allowed to bs sent in and priests from outside are ad-

mitted in compliance with the request of the Vatican delegate,

for nister last ritas Lo those of the Bgoman

Catholic fgith. In the Philinpines, the Japanese Camp
authoritcies are according the inrmates such treatment as is
suitable to their habits and manners beside respecting their

persons and recognizing their comlete religious freedon.
Those instances alileged by the American Government to having
taken places at Carmp John Hey and in French Indo-China apnear
to be based upon erroneous renorts.

(12) With reference to 15 of the American protest the
United States Government protest against the ncn-posting of
an English text of the Geneva Conventvion at the camps.

The Japanese Government, as they hre not applying the 1929

convention exactly as 1t stands. have not posted the text

of the said convention. But tney w7ill be prenared to

post the rules ard regulations concerning the treatment of

war prisoners which they have pro ﬂuigated in accordance with

the 1907 Convention relating to law and custom of land
warfare at all the camps for war priscners and for civilian

internebs.

(13) T'ith reference to 16 of the Américan protest
the United States Government allege that Japanese Government
have failed to provide adeguate equipment and acconnodations
in prisoner of war and internment carmps and transports, and
forced them to subsist in inhuman conditions. The allegation
is utterly unfounded.

It is the policy of the Japanese Government to provide
prisoners of war with such shelter as will ensure health and
sanitation as far as possible. Anericagn prisoners of war
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are being housed in buildings free from damp, properly
lighted and heated, with sleeping guarters which zre in
respect of space, ventilation and other accormodations,
entirely the same as those for Japanese arnyv. The revort by
the representative of tThe International Committce of the Red
Cross who have inspected these places, points out that these
american nrigonerg of war are being placed in proper buildings
fully adequate for the purposes of heaith nreservation,

The American note cites instances in the Philioppines
Islands. The conditions in the Philippines during the early
days of Japanese occupation have already been described under
(6) and (9). According to the investigations conducted by
the Japanese Governnent into the matter of transportation of
prisoners of war, 211 the American War priscners, about
200 1n number, who were capturad in the vicinity of Limey
during the days, lMay 10--20, 1942, were, after being given
food, transported in automobiies and under the supervision
of Japanese Officers to the temmorary prisoners of war camp.
Again some two hundred Americans, who surrendered during lMay
12-20, in the same year, were all sent to the temporar
at Jalanca jn maotor trccks for runitions after ey ha
dUTy provided with focd. American civilian internees in
Internment camps at Baguio and elsewhere in the islands are
all grateful to the treatment acccocrded by the Japanese
authorities.

As regards the alleged confiscation by Japanese guards
at Weilheisen Internment Camp of the refrigerators belonging
to American internces, the fact of the case as have been
brought to light as the result of official investigation is
nerely that the household refrigerators sone internees brought
with them were used for the benefit of the entire canp.

(14) ™ith reference to 17 cf the American protest the
United States Governnent protest against the non-apnplication
by the Jaranese Government of the nrovisicns of the 1929
Geneva Conventlon with regards to trial and punishment of
priscners of war. The views of the Japanese Government
relating to the punishmen®t of w7zr prisoners hi.ve been
commnicated and fuily exrialined in their notes of February 17,
and of March 3, 1943, addressed to the Swiss Ifinister in Tokyo.

(15) "Tith reference to 18 of the American protest the
American Note Charges the Jananese authorities with inflicting
corporal punishment and torture upon Anerican nationals,
citing a nurber of instances nlleged to have occurred in the
Philippines. As has bzen repeatedly stated, it 1s the policy
of the Japanese Governnent to ecccrd a fair and egqultable
treatment to all prisoners of war, and in pursuance of that
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policy the Japanese authorities concerned are devoting their
best efforts to the handiing c¢% the war prisoners, and paying
the most careful attention to every detail so as to ensure
the disposition of z11 matters under strict military
discipllne.

The instances cited in the American note all go hack to
the early days of Japanese occupation of the Philipvines.
The investigations whick have been conducted under difficult
circumskalces owing to the lapse of tine since the alieged
vents occurred, have not so far brought out any result which
substantiate those allegations.

ITI. Protest of the Japs
PEses of 1:1ltreainert by t ne
Jgpancse heid DV the e authoriti
Governnent.

nese Governnment against
mer.can authorities of
gs of the United States

l'-‘ :X;; (‘J

(1) The United Stetes Government stated that when the
renresentatives of the protecting powers for Japanese interests
in the United States visited the internment camms and
Relocation Centers where Japanese nationals were held,
the representatives have spcken et length without Wltncsses
with the'Jap;nese internees and evacuces and f1lly inspected
the places; but such was not the case, At a2 large nunmber
of Internment Czrps and Relocation Centers the 1nte view of
the representatives of Procecting pPOWers Tor Jananese
interests took placc in presence of camp authorities and
officials of the State Lepartment, etec. and the representa-
tives were able to 1lnspect only such places as would raise
no question and could not visit zll parts of the camp.

When visiting the Internment Carp at Sand Island in Hawalil,
for instance, the representatives were generaily not allowed
to converse with the internees at all, but couild only
interview their representatives. Moreover, the said inter-
view toock plaece in the prescnce of the authorities of the
internrent camm, the army authorities, ete., and the questions
raised by the internees were severely restricted.

(2) The authorities of the United States have not
improved the treatment desnite the fact that complaints have
been made by Japanese internees end have not nermitted to
forward their corplaints when they wished te anpeal te the
representatives of the protecting powers. There are
nunerous instances of punishment, or threats thereof,
inflicted on those who have complaints.

At the temporary carmp at Ellis.Jdsland, the person who
nade complaints concerning f“Ou on behelf of all inmates
was punished, being designated zs "detainee for the
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duration of war" and he was sent subsequently to Fort
Missoula. In July, 1942, when the Japanese internees at the
Lordsburg Internment Carmp had their delegates complain about
labour, other than that connected with the internment canmp,
which they had been forced to perform, the delegates

were either nlaced under confirencnt or forbidden thereafter
to leave the building of the internment carmp. And not only
that, they were forbidden to buy things at the camp canteen.
The authorities of the Livingston Internment Camnp decreased
the amount of food of those who raised complaints about
labour. At the Fort lfissoula Internnent Camp also the
authorities placed under confinement those who made complalints.

(3) As regerds the supply of clothing, the authorities
of the United States did not supply encugh winter clothing
to the Japanese nationals transferred fron Hawaii to the
snow-covered [lcCoy Internment Camp, and thereby exposed the
interned Japanese to the severe cold.

(4) The United States authoritics confiscated from
every internee Japanese books, printed matter, metals
(including camera, fountain pens, cigarette lighter, watches
cuff-buttons, badges, travelling knife and fork,-colns etc.i,
rubber wares (including the eraser attached to pencilss,
diapers for infants, drugs, canned food (including vegetables
in tin boxes intended for children and canned milk for feeding
infants) etc.

In confiscating personal effects, strict inspection
was enforced. For instance, at the temporary carp
at Ellis Island, for a period of three days fronm June 7,
1942, the officials of Federal Bureau of Investigation ond.
custons officers fnspected the persconal errects of the
rESSengers ol the excnange vessel without the least concern
about the damage caused thereby, thus forcibly opening.matgches
and danaging theri; cutting the lanel of coats and undoing the
seans; cutting or tearing belts, etc. Not only they completely
Tnaressot—the—repatriTtos=but 2150 carried on a thorough
search even inside their hair. Adhesive plaster applied to
cuts or wounds were ripped off. "omen were also subjected
to severe physical exanination, and confiscation was carried
out but not on a few occasions no receipt was issued for
articles confisczated.

(5) The Japanese civilian internees and evacuees have
been subjectad to insults and public curiosity.

‘.
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Imnediately ~fter the outbreak of the war, one of
qbpruxim“tﬁlv two hundred Japanese interned at Sand Island
having hanpehed to carry a small knife made by himself, the
authorities of the carp meds a thnrough search of all the
internees. 1In carrying cut the sparuh the J“p.nese were
lined up and left stork naked for two whole hours.

_ The wife (of British extraction) of ifr._ Taoka, Manager
of San Francisco branch of the Ninpon Yusen Kaisha and thelr
daughter were forced to remove all thelr Glothes ang were
examined at the temporary camp 2t Ellls iIsland 1In 43,

A staff member of the Japanese Consulate at Los — B
Angeles, while being tronsferred from Fort Missoula to "hite
Sulphur Sorings in April 1942, wgs forced to ride an
ordin: coock despite the fact thaet he was suffering fronm
lness and moreover, vwas handcuffed by the immigration

officer who ”CCO]DaDlOd him, and chuined to the bed even while
slecpino and thus was treated like a criminal before the
eyes of other passengers.

(6) Japanese nationals interned in the United States
are not often receiving food either in cuality or quantity
necessary for the naintenance of health.

The food for the internees at the Fort lissoula Intern-
nent Carmp was being provided at 30 cents per bead per day,
At the Kennedy Internnent Ca np - Foodiwas o, he provided
at 51 cents per head per day, but the cuthorities of the
said camp, as the Director of the carm admitted, kept Qhack
10 cents and food was sctually provided at 41 cents. ég%
Japanese residing in Virginie were imprisoned, when t war
broke out, in &_nesro. prison and_we usuijctod to the sane
treatne t 2.5--ROZPO m - in respsct of focd and other
ncttbr;;> Not only was con*“ct with the outside forbidden,
but nothing wes U@Lmitt“d to be sent in from the outside.
At the Fort 'lHissoula Internment Carmp, the authorities refused
to transmit to the internces the drugs sent in by their
families, with the excuse of prevention of the use of polson,
and the result wrs that those suffering from chronie illness
had difficulty in recovery. dJapanese nationals interned at
the internrent camps at Upton, Ellis Island, Livingston, and
Sand Island SULfCTCd from weakening ejesight their weight
decrecsed, and the nupber of people reouiring eye glasses.
increascd on et e

(7) At the Livingston Internrent Camp, a large portion
of the profits made by sale t the canteen was spent for
purchasing secon d_car for tie use of the officers
FURTIIng the camp and a1SO fOT Tepainting 1te

\
\_
/

/
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(8) The carznese intarned at the internnsnt carps in
the United St-tes huve been foread to perforn lsbour other
than that connseted with the administration, management
end mointonance of the e=mms.

At the Jordsburgz Internnsnt Carp, the United Stotes
autiprities forcsd Jeponese notionzls to gngore in the

tropgport of sr-vel and road repsiring ountsicde the camp

transport of ompiy cans end Seroy Afon Lo the railday é tion,
elezping of fcilsots.dn the gusrds? barrselss and in the
recreation hzll. One of the soldiers forced the Japcnese

to perforn lcobour uncer the biczine sun a2t the point of the
gun, threatenming to Xill 3if They gased teo taoXke 2 rest,

At the Livingstcn Internnent Carm, the Jopanese were
orced to cut gress outside the carp 2nd =180 to engzge in
the work cf leveling ths ground 2djzcsnt to the carm for the
eonstruction of =n cviztion fiseld. it Fort llssoulzs, the

authoritics, clalming that the Janincse were crty-bound

to work without cormensgiion.—-eblfged the Jeopsnese to .

engage in launary Tork for approxinctely one thousand parsons
interned in the cam ineludlng Itcllans, Furthermore, they
obliged ths Jononesse to clear thke stable of the camw authoritiss
ené to ongape in the construetion of a Jarz2nesc gerden and
swirnming pool for inerlcans not connected with the camm,
threatening the Jaraonese lnternees ticst disagrceable ecnse-
guences woulc ensuc if they Sa“uld rafuse to work.,

The cuthoritics of the Santa Fe Internment Corip forced
the Jananese over thelr nrotest to angege in tuilcin' work
that h=d been delaved on acecount of = stri‘e.

The Jonaness internces ot Samd Island were forced to
gngnge witrout cormensction in the work of nutting up tents
for the interned Gernens znd Iteliang, bullding fences,
plenting vegetozbles znd verforning laundry work for American
officers and ren.

The Jsnenese who wore honded over to the United States
arny. by the cuthorities €% Panana the outbrezk of the
e r were subjecetsd to cruel Lrestn cnt, being obllged to
perforn the 7ort of 4 re timber, sharvening
gnc repairing sows, dﬂv~1p' holes ths ground for -mtor
closets, nixing grovel with eerent cnd so o 1he
internnent ‘v+hﬂf1u1 s let the Janzness d ﬁcle nc then
£ill 1t 2gain irmeci-tely, or let therm 12
rme vith their bare hands usin 12 1 tools. Neithar drinxing

» r cay rest ves 2llowed. % -~ iese who were
xhoussed -nd worn trere besnten or ricked znd all this
sted over ¢ ricnth. :




(9} - The Unitad Stotes cuthoritles isnbjoctad the
interned Jda-onese to enzige inp vroriztireetly connescted
sl alisiaatie e b chelamp Ne ahe

The suthaorities of the Livingston Internnant Camp
subjected the Jhuoness teo the work of rencoving stwro in ‘;)
S

-

tie mliitzry aviatlion field, drgeshed arhth polscpneus gsnake

.

gdjeent T2 Bt Unlted Stitas wilitery hrreoeis.

£9: ¢

g3 e
- -.'.'v

.L-L-
the. Jepineso
t““hSO”“t of

noritics »f the Lordsburg Internnent Camps forced
o b g8 In the digeing of trenches and
hc eases containing rifles on@ cannon sh=lls.

In iav, 1042, the Dirsctor of the' lisnzenepy Heloe? tion
Center out the Jovanese to the worl of menufacturing
canouflisze nats for nilitery use cnd threatened then with
gdeereased food cllowrsnees or wiorss of treztnent in the
evant thet production is not incresscd.

at the Scnd Island Internnert “'ﬁo, the
Torced to engoge in the. dongercus wmwork of digg £r
the ground uhexvloded shells of anti-zir erift guns beside
Glgeing tronches. In enforecing the perforncnce of the
dangercus work, -the United St t,s cuthordtics tosck no
oroper measures to forestall posgsible injury or to nininize
the .risk,

A &

(16 The United Statesauthoritics have provided no
medical trectmant to the interned Jopanese. ot only are
the nedicsl hrﬁvisi?ns ~t internment eamms ané relocation
centers generslly imperfact, but the nedical stafi and
phormecenticsl »rovisions are so defective =nd daficlent
thet they hove caused unnecossayy suffering to the natients
and hove even resulbed intdecths as a canscguence.

The Tnited States cuthoritizs perrdtted Sesciehi, feto 3
in Lo8 angelc Wﬁﬁ has recdeived con IDJU“V in his right eye

ny Lime  for trn: rients They interned hin first 2t Tuhunxa,
trensferving hiﬁ :xt 9 the dnteornnent ca3n ot Sonks Fe

bt not cliowinse hin!/to receive Ersctosnt in the mu:ntiﬂb,
with ths rosult t‘;t the r.n eventueslly lest bis eyesight
cormmlately,

One OCuchl was grivel" 111 when he rras honded .ovar to
the Arfric nautheritics In Pansme, but the suthordtles
tewe bim pnelthor mofdiesl treifrert, nor liguic ‘@mourdshnent
ool s 211 he eonld tokes JHis ”1¢v recuested that he
beite%on int> tha Péneome Bospltol but the Feguest' wos not
heoded, :né he wros scnt on to Fort Silt in appil 1922 ¢
together with other J*"*u,sg int:rnees. As no muarsc =S




provicded at t“v new' connl, als
byt inormecicyd trevEnent

nternees lTooked after
3 £ &
ez on- I8y 1.

e given, he finedly

(11) The Unitcd States Gowsprient h-ve sent neither
2 13st of nones nor oany gebailed cffdeisn]l cormrmnicction
conecrning the interned Joponsse who have been shot to death
or ¢icd of ccecifentsy nor hove they forwnréded ony precise
onC eomplete list :f'“riing 21l oF the interned Jancnese.
Thereas the totol nurber of ewiecuees held ot relceation
cvrtvrs in . the United St-tes apoRnts ta appr«x1“~tplv onc
mpdred thousand, the nanes comrmnieatsd only reeently o
Japa2n 2re no nore thop six thousand.

(12) &is rezerds frec exerceise -f religions rites, in
July 1942, while Japcness nuticnals dnterned at the
Lordsburg Internnent Corm were obscrving ccrennnizl rites
ir the <ining hzll, several pusrcs with boyonsts dn thelr
hanés broke intc the hall before the cercriony wos overl and
grove cot all the participants.

(13} it the Internnent Compsdn the Lﬁltw1 Stztes,
neither -the text, nor Japonese tronsla ybion, of the

Intern~ticnal Convention of 1929 talative to th treatnent
of P”is“n<rs of Yoy is nostedy) In ‘Spdte of repee tvc
rsoucsts of the interned Japahese to the hclding suthorities
fcr access to the text of the Co onvention, they werc nct =ble
te rFecelvo the $ext for 2 perikcd of ‘Pronheolf o year Lo =
wh

i
gl lydor aitoy thcly internfent.,

™~

(14) 4t the Intcerrnent Cemps, tenporery camps, ond
Hedoeetion Cenvers, cnd for tr wﬂs#ué:ct focilitiés cte., An
the United Stnt;s, there 1s no cdeovnte couinnent .or
cecommodation and the Joponess “*v bcen subj ceted to
imaanen L e“t“ nt. At the defention ploes :? UNleTSity
Stetlen dn Los angelesy thirtoon Jopanese we
Imbo o Poon sfvich cionld admii only $wo 3v¢s 3
peesenspstielothes copld pel hod ond. thoy, sner ,
anc night there withont bedding and with vt fa”i. The
Jopepaess in thiot city were interned in the Linesln Feichts
Jeil onc- vore left thero under e-nfincrent in colls for o
perizd of two weeks.

l—jl

At the Internment Carnp otiScnd 1slend, mecls| nereolmays
served ~utdocrs on thg lowm reghrdless ‘of westher, rain or
shine, but the intornsos on beinz teonsferred tiheonce &5

Be Ancricon noinland werce horded intc-the botton of the
bact which was severely gunrdied with iron nets on ol 51fes

s lockoc.  Not-cohor wos glven even for wasihing snc's face.
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The Joponesc whoe wePe tronsperted fr-n Poneng: to the TUrited
SEoles were 21sn jormed dn Ehe botbon ef the bost filled with
cffensive snclls. The VTWVD!S t“il=ts &t the ibnganor
Reloceticn Cenfer were so limoricetly eonstructed, hoving no
nertitions betwcen tne tilek :nd ~nother, The ancriean

Ceth-dic mnhs who vislited the ecanmp notiecd tihds ond protested,

{15} The syuthorities of the Brited Strtes neltrocntsd
Joponese heti-nnls znd inflieted pundishhent on then without
trial oF eontroventicn of the orinelples ~f mnanity.

(2) -At the Internnent Camp at Port George Mcad, Japonese
netionsls ere forced on nesse &0 sclute the Ameriecan flog
Cay ofter doy, but 1n Iarel 10‘3, ane Adecehl was ploecced in
solitory eonfincnent on the ehe rye =t he €2 t
the sclubing ecrenony and woes glven only woter
three days ané nigats.s 1In L\v 1942, ¢ guord o
secing Zenzoboro Oshine who haé be C“”L inscne =s
Inscrnia, opprooching the barbed wirc fence w:s :
cE L3Pine 28 the Ten, when 2 Jipnn;5¢ who r this eried out:
"Pen'tt Tirel e is inssnc.® Despitc his Vi;ﬂlﬂ{, the vuspd
shot Oshins tc dczth.

In dppil 1943 of the Topaz Reloeation Cvntkr, ane
Tioknge wes shit to denth on protext of not responging 1o
he gusré oucstioning hin,

Ir Fuly 1942, Shiro-Obcta (53 wesrs); = poticnt of
nulnonary tubs LCUl sis and TiIrcte Is~rura (56 ycors)
suffering fron s»inal disecose while being tronsforred fron
the BlSW““CV Iat rnt,rt C:nw t Liopd sbvr* C??n with cther
internocs, porte C'W““P" fron the gadip on ceeunk L thelr
illness =nd 12:3171tv o walk and more leter sShict €2 tevkh
by the guards had-esecrted themg on Thc protosh [,’1 L they
hod attermted . &nlAmerieceon soddier who hod witnessed
the Inelcent 2nd rejoined the e-tipany irmsdistely efitcrwares
rehiarked 'to the Jopanese lnternecess MEacd I bech $he guerd
esecrting the tve nen,; I wepld 3o h-we shot then €9 degihe”

1 -

i §apcngse. in Los dngseles wio ase roecived an opera
for ccnecr in the stonceh anéd was still in sueh 2 e~ndit
el cxerotion hed 0 be cfifceted by ecns of o rubber tUbb
ron, int> the abdcnen e imternmed by the United States
suthoritics vwho pepnitted Lin no cpncrtunity for reesiving
trcatrent with the result that €he nm=n Tinclly ¢icd,

1n

i—'-L-f

lehl Fozeore Bod Pogedwed s wocryction for ecnecr
cttm =n¢ wos in 2 gPave @ nwedtionh but he wos
e his bed t- Port Missoule for internmnt,.
Juxlﬁ tﬂu trilﬂ trin of three czys =nc nizhts, the mn

was trooted inciscrirdin-tely 1ike on crdinory hf 1thy parson

0. o8 o Yesvdt Pina iy dieds
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One Nakarmra was assaulted by pclicereli® ot 2 police
station in L-~s angeles and scveral »f his front teeth
were brokcn. He was subsequently interned in ihe Intern-~
nent Canp &t Fort Mssoula. The zuthorities of the camp
attempted for frcrece the nen to sign a2 docuncnt stating
that the assault was the result of his own fauit, but
when he deelined to write his signcoture, he was agzain
assPulted a2nd then placed under confincnent,

At the Internrent Carp at Fort Linecln likewise,
a Japancsc was beaten and kickcd by the inspecting officers
and two of his front tecth wcre broken. Many siniler
incidents occurred a2t other internnent carps in the United
Stotes.

(b) 1In the Philipnine Islands, the Unitcd Stcotes auth-
oritics resorted to extreme viclenece and naltrezted all
Japanese Naticnals as desceribed bclcw:

In ¥enila, at the outbreck of the wer, the United
States authorities carried out a wholeszle =arrest of
Japenasc naticnals, broke into their private residencas /
and shops and pluncercd ncney and various other artieles.
Arrcsts werc nade indiscrinminately irrespcctive of whether
the person wes 214, young or inmvalld. People were sll

ound with rope a2nc¢ token to places for internnent.
Countless nunbers of perscns werc beaton and kicked.
Those whe were arrcstoed at other than their own hones
were prevented fron having sent from their hones doily
necessaries, ruch less changes of elothing, The intern-
nent guarters consisted of only three rooms of approxi-
nately each four hunércd sguere netres and nc legs than
three thousand five hundred persons were confinc’ therein.
The roons wecre hot cnly ovurcr-yd.d, but there werc neither
chairs to sit on ncr bedding to sleep in, the internecs
sleeping on the barc floor. RNelther food nor cven &
drcp of woter was provicded fer then. Loter they were
transferrcd to houses provicded by Javancse ccrmercial
establishnents for their employeces, but eongestion was
by no ncans eaesed. Finelly pr"vici“ns were brought fron -
Japancse owned warchruses ant eccnsuned, Of thesc internces
two hundred seventy people were interncd in the ilonten.-
luba Prison. For two whole days, these pecpie were subjeetad,
at the point of nechine guns to the neaningless labour of
digging holes in the greound and then £iiling then up 2gain
and of carrying water up atCCp hidls after howing willfully
stopped the city water sunnly. Any one daring toc take a
rest was struck on the head with ozk elubs. The ssrne pecple
were foreced 2lso to clcan the kitchen ond toilet of the
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compounds,. Poy pooyiyoo $0oCnd cht,y 6o

and th-uzh td’rcby cosog of sielkncss reeurr:d ne nedicine
was to be hid. fFelthey Grcatrent by 2oe F t“; inub'p"”
Japoncse Coetors nor by h?splt”l physielicns w7 verritted
and fin~1lly deoths ensve?.

gusrda' offiec nd to rencil® the ¥ zé ~utEidc $he oriscn
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On the nicht ~f Déecpber 23, 19830 85 the elcetric wire
in front <f the Ja»enese Consul “Gencralts ~fficial
regidence in Tepils ceamrat fire, the “1uJ_c n forees
watehins the orez oormenecd o fire of t ¢ h~uss, eisjinin:
Lact 1t weB the work of 8o giodf miibery ff the C-nsvl:te
General. They werce ~bliged €~ csenne fr'u | ATt s ool o
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thousand werc nlacud
sugbreak of the o :nd subgvctc; to exeessive lobour
by theAnc¥icon 1Wlitary forecs, dlsidns gir-rcid sholters
AL trenelos doy An ol coay oubs Thecscdecmindotion =%

e tntoPnmnt ety ong fotaliy Inccoohotes  PortlieulsEly

oetin: in foedlitics wos the Centycl Prinvcyy Sehool
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deges. burdng these foue d8ys, no Foob e ziwine curinc
the Tarst tw’ Coys. Fron the t?ird fa¥s “‘"(ftl oL
wpecokced rice ond o neagor arvunt of SokE 1 Panced "t
o8 the d-oy's rotion mt the reeipicnis hod t* ncy v %
he Toecived. ‘The ecernp o8 surrotindod 7ih 1pop fepecd ond
naehine puns., Tac latter verce manipuloted t- Intinddate
the internces -nd in the ccurse of thoir intirdd-ting
nanipulation, no lass than threc Jeponese were sh-t £5
geath,. OF the t7o thusend foor hupdred Jononcse vronen
internsd in the Joranasce Prircry Sehonl, o lorye munber
sufferad Sutrage-us ascts and vioslenee perpetustod by the
Anmerieon solfdcers. On Deecermber 20, Ancrieon stldiers
ecrmenced by Ancrieccn officors b~und up ten Jorncnese
aoticncls who hed buun intcrned ot the Dovor Internrient
Camp, D sared bziling water on the vietlns, ent thelr =378
gty vouped ~ut twhir cyeballs, slicsd off ®hbc %ips =f
thelr nfs»s, sioutoted thedr cins, mmbilotel Thelip dars
arg eseoped o¥tor ecnmitiing this crgy of inhuncn
SEVeLerY. The murber o~f Jzooncse vietins torturcl -ond
shot €~ dezth by the dneriean g-1dicrs Curing the -
gesd~2 T intcrmient poscs to 2s nony =2s f£ifty six.

Ve The Bnjust ¢ cti ns tokeon by the ggrgic;g

—— ———
..C?_.__—.“, ; 'L.p.'-l—-:

| onooncsc subjcets

- - ——

(1) Unjust ccti~ns towerd Joponcse nati-nols in intern-
Hdcht ecrms ond relcentisn centrcs.

tables were sunplicd,
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(2) The american Governnent farced the hundred thousand
Janancsce subjects o2nd Anerican 01tiz“ns of Japsnese origin
-to. nmove into the interlor fron the Pgeific c::st States upon
en extrcnely short notliee, cousing them Ehercby to lose et
e stroke liveliheod, property and positicns they hed -won
chrough’ years of  labory and to suffer inmense 1o5ssere,  lore
rcecntly 1t 1s repo rtbu that the American nilitary cuthoritics
have been enpowered to 'rencve Japanese naticnals to the
interior 300 nilefs fron the Atlantie eoast, and (that already
Japancse resicents of Virginia hove been crdcred to nove to
Philadelphia, sc thet these Japenese aore a2lso faeced with the
sang fate as those on the Pacific ccast. The Jopanese Govern-
‘ricnt protest tc the anericen Governrent against these unjust
aetions, 'end ot the samne tine ressrves alll their rights to
rmake such deriands as they nay sce fit to nzke upon the
Anieriecan Governncnt.

(b) Since February, 1943, the Ancrican authorities
subjected Japancse ne t‘°n.1~ in 'the wverious relocation centers
4> inhumen cucsticnings asking then whether or nct they would
ren-unce their nllegiance to J:;np9 or they would teke port
in the Ancrican naticonal ¢efense in case the United States
was attacked by an external eneny. Morecver, the Anerican
authoritics intinideted the Japanese mationzis, threatening
that those professing allegiance to Japan cor cdesiring to
return tc Japan would bv consicdersd as belng disloyel %o
Anerica and as such they would be segregated, as a rmeasure
of punishment, in the.speeial reloeation cpntrp at Tule
Lake where th ey would be given a treatrnent worse than
at other centres. DMoreover, arned scldiers intervened
in connection with declaraticns. of Japanese evacuecs
whether they would swear allegiance to the United States.
Thus, the American authorities exerted unfue pressure upcn
Japanese nationalis in their expression of econscience, and
likewise in thelr free choice of the decision as to their
repatricticn undcr the Exchenge Agreericnt. At Tule Lake
where these "dislcyals to Anecrieal hed been qccrﬂr"tcl,

a disturbance broke cut owing 6 n”'liranL on the part
qf the American ”hth“ritiﬁs, in regard to arwv151 ns for
acuces whereupon the Anerican authcriticss uscd tonks
ang nachine guns to intinidate the evacuecces. Acceording
to later re““rts, it still sppeers«ts be the intention
of the Arierican authcrities to ezuse Japanese subjeets
tc rencunce their sllegiance to their home country.
The Japanese Govern.dnt solermly ‘Pequest the Ancrican
Governnent to ccase such inhunan actions and to nake no
diserinihaticns in treatnent on sccount of the attitwude
of the evacuces regarding the guestion of conscicnea.
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(¢) The internment carps and relocation centers in
the United States are surrounded with barbed-wire fences,
equipped with watch towers, and posted with armed soldiers,
which is not the case with those maintained by the Japanese
Governnent., The above-nentioned Anerican guard:systen
is a source of considerable apprehension and alarn to
the Japanese lnternees and evacuees. In fact, as stated
under III in the present note, there have been vietins
of 1llegal shooting by these soldier-guards nanely, two
at Lordsburg, two at Fort Si1l and one at Topaz. Unfortunately,
such incidents continue to occur desplte the repeated
protests by the Japanese Government. On Decerber 1, 1943
one evacuee at Hila River relocation center, was shot and
wounded, and at the same place and during the sane nonth
three rnore rnen were fired at. According to certain infor-
nation, the Japanese Governnent understand that there is no
basis in the American law for the posting, 2s it is actually
done, of armed guerds at rclocation centers and the firing at
internees or evacueces. Moreover, those Japanese inmates had
not been warned of the risk of being fired at in going near
the barbed-wire fence. And in all cases, there was no
evidence to prove thet any of the vietins had intended to
escape, and the firing by the soldler guards was clearly
illegal. DNevertheless, they have been all unpunished. The
Japanese Governrent denand that the Anerican Governnent
properly punish the culprits, and take such neasures as will
reriove the apprehensions on the part of the Japanese nationals
in internnent camps and relocation centers and ensure the
safety of their lives, and thereby forestall the reoccurrence of
sinilar incicdents. Furthernore, the Jananese Government
rcserve all their rights to meke such demands as they
rnay see fit to meke regarding each of the above-mentioned
cases.

(&) Unjust treatment of Japanese subjccts in centrzl
and South Anericas.

The Anerican Governnent cxerted pressurec on the Govern-
nment of Panana and caused to send to America 21l the Japanese
nationals residing in the republic, and morcover these
Japanese cere being nlstreated by Amcriean authorities,
-2s-hes 2lready bcen stoted. The Peruvian Governnent also
2t the lnstigation of the Anerican Governnent resorted
to the Inhunan act of renoving to Anerica sone 1,000
Jepanese nationals cngaged in peaceful pursuits in Peru,
anc causing then to lose their property znd to break up
their fanilies. As a natter of faet, the Pcruvian author-
ities let it be known that the initlative for the neasure
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wes taken by the Ancrican Governnient. dccordirgly, the
Japancse Governnient has protested ”geinot the inhurian
action of the Americen Governnent. HNevertheless, in

view of the fact that the deportation of Jape nbse nationals
fron Peru to the United States 1s #£1i11 being continuecd,

the Japoncese Governnent are constrained to denend the

imnedicte -susponsion of such action even fror the hunani-
tarlen point of viow.®

ccept M. le Ministre, the rcnewed assurance of

(L.S.) Minister of Foreign Affairs
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YEYO® . "HI" /COIFIDINTIAL/No., 22).

To His “xcellency,
CANTLLE GORGIS,
ENVOY EXTRAORDINAR” and MINISTIR PLENIEOTINTIARY for SUITZERLAND.

Excellenc; :~
I hereby have the Lonour of addressing you in vriting.

Following my letter No. 97/CsR. dated April 285th whersby, in reply
to the protest o the U IT'D ~Tal-S Goverrment in regard to the treatment
of U. S, £0Ws and Intevrnees vwithin the jurisdiction of the Empirve (the
lmperial Govermment cdul; replied to you in detail on the basis of the
results of their investizations) we are now in receint of the following
additional data regarding condi-ions at the 207 and Internmeni Caups at
SHANGHAI, CANTON, HONGKONG, JAVA, and the PHILL rINIS, and beg to send
same to you herewith with the request that same be kindly transmitted
to the WIITED ST4TIES Governmsnt.

I bez to take this opportunity of reasswring Your Excellency of
my respects.

Dated the 16th day of Aucust 104,

(Official) FeALUCRU SHIGTITSU, )
(Seal of ) I\I{J:TISTE‘MFUR*TS = G.N' AmEaT
( FORZICT ) REI
(LIMIISTIR)

-

F2)
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In regard to the t-'eatment of the American prisoners of war and
eivilian internees "dtiin "reas umder Japanese cdministration, the
Japanese Covernment repiied in "2tail to the (mited States Covermment
under date of the 28th 4pril lest., As further information has since
been received from the Prisoners of Var Camps and Tntermment Campe in
Shanghai, Canton, Hongkong, Java, and the Thilippines concerning the
manner of treatment accrrded., some narticulars thereof w:ich it is eon-
sidered will supplement the souve-mentioned reply of the Japanese
Covernment are given below:

CHAFTER I, The Treatment of ¥riscners of Jar at the
Camps in Shapshai.

(1) Petitions of Priscners of Tar.

It is provided that prisoners of war may make vetitions to
the camp authorities in accorrdance vith the regulation which is in force.

(2) Clothing lcr Trisomers of Jar.

5 Irisonsrs of 1er are proviizd with clothing of the same
guality as that c¢f Japanese soldiers, and are also permitted to use
clothing owned by them., 411 the clothing received from outside as re-
lief supplies is handed over to them.

e

(3) ITermiss.-a to rsiain Iersonal Effects.

Prisoners of war a: nermitted to retain anl use such per-
sonal cffects of dail; necessity as toilet articles, eic. Other articles
which are unnecessary o> require control are kept in custody by the Camp
authoritiss, thoug'. some of suc!. articles, tco, are nermitbed to be used
when necessary.

1 (4) Fcod end Nutritiem ,

J The same rete cf Jood suyplies vhich are provided fcr Japenese
’ soldiers, as to sufficiently maintaining health, is suppnlied for prisconers

of war. Their retions are further supplemented by relief swplies from
outside. e i e

The Camp authorities arée strivinz to ensure the supnly of variety
Jf provisions for prisoners cf var by raising cattle and cultivating veg-
etables on the Cemp premisss. They raise swine, rabhits, sheep, plough-
oxen, andplough-horsss, ecte. ;

Among the priscners ‘of war in Shanghai, there is.et present no one
taken with pellagra, scorbutus, or s»rue. There ere only a few slight
cases of beriberi, w.ose percentaze, however, is considerably léwer than
among Japanese soldiers.
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The weights of the priconers of war show an averagze increase of
a proximately four kilograrmes over those at the time of their commit-
ment to the camp. 4mong the there is not a sinzle patient suffering
from a disease due to malnutrition cr uvndernourishment.

(5) Camp Centeens,

At the prisoncrs of war cerns in Shanghai, the managzement
of Canteens is eatrusted to pPrisoners of war, and the profits realized
by sales are pernitted to be spent [or- the comfort and welfare of the
prisoners.

(6) Labour-

At the Drisoners of war cerps in Shanghai, no prisoner has
ever bzen subjected T any labour directly related to war operations.

(7) Yedical Facil ties.

The prison:rs of .ar camps in Shanghai are adequately prc-
vided with medical facilities.

o~
”
~~ (8) Observance »f Re’igious Rites.

/

7 The prisoners of war @'e permitted to observe religious rites

at the camp once a wsek, in aceordence with their respective sects, and a
minister of religion is invited from outside once a month. On special
ocecasions like Faster, a Catholic father is permilted to visit the camp
to conduct services in prayer and Holy Communion.

(9) iermission for iossession of the text of Treatbies.

A certain number of ofiicers are nermitted to keep in their
possession their own text o treaties.

(10) letter vritten by a Prisoner of .ar.

A copy of a letter witten by an American nrisoner of war is
atteched hereto for the information of the United States Government
{annex (Yo.) 1. ;

CHAPTER II, The Troatient of Jirilian Interrzee at the Camps in Shanghai,

(1) Visits o. the Representative of the TUnited States.
Interests to the Internment Caups.

The Swies Consul-'.eneral at Shanghai, in charge of United
States interests, visited and insnected all perts of the Internuent Cars
in Shanghai. He expressed his satisfaction with the acccmmodations of
the camps.
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The Delegate in Shanchai of the International Red Cross Committee
has also visited the canps since they were set up.

Both the Swiss Consul-censral and the Red (ross Delegate, during
their visits of insvection, spoke to the leader of each compartment and
to their acquaintances among the internees.

(2) Fetitions of Internees.

The internees have throuzh their representatives sometimes
made petitions to the camp autherities, but none in ths nature of complaint
is known to have ever been male.

(3) Clothing.

4s the internees brouzht with them plenty of clothing at the
time of their commitment to the camp, it has not been found necessary to
make any further swmp’y by the camp authorities.

(4) #frovisions.

In addition to the fix=d rations supplied by the camp authori-
ties, the International Red Cross Dele:zation is allowed to send in gifts,
and authorized purveyors swopl;- them with supplementary nrovisiors, if de-
sired. lloreover, the camp autiorities permit the internses who volunteer
for %heir health and rscreation to cultivate vezetables and cereals on a
part of the coup premises speciclly assizned for the Durnose, and the yield
so obtained is appropriated as focd for the interness.

(5) Camp Canteens.

The internment carps in Shanghai being placed under the self-
menazement by the internses, the cantzens are also left to their manage-
ment, and accordingly the cauzp avthorities do not interfere in the disposal
of the proiits realized by sales.

(6) Labour =nd Comfrrts.

4t the internment camps in Shan-hai, the internces have never
been foreced to be engaged in any sort ¢f lsabour.

The internces can enjor reading, indoor zames, open-air exer-
cises, etc., and naturally their health condition is excellent in spite of
their average aze of forty-seven. Steze eguipments are nirovided in the hall
of the cmp, wvhere concrorts and dramatic performances are often given.

sdequate and sufficient comforts are thus secured Tor the internees.,

(7) ledical and Other Fe-ilities.

4t the internment camps in Shanchai there are well-eguipped
medical offices, and sufiicisnt attention is _iven to the sanitation and
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msdical treatment of the internees under the supervision of a Japanese
surgeon-captain and with the assistance of soldier nurges and interned
physicians. latients, when found necessary, are temporarily released from
internment end sent to specially appeointed hospitals outside for treatment.

The internnent camps are perfectly equipped with sitting-rooms,
bath-rooms, s owers, kitchens, lrvatories, and heating a paretus. The
buildings are spacious, and gardens and play-grounds are attached thereto.

(8) The Observance of Religicus Rites.

ierfect freedom is zranted toc the internees for their ob-
servance of religious rites.

In Mgy, 1943, seven marrizges among EBritish, American und Greek
naticnals were permitted and their ceremonies were performed in accordance
with their respective religions.

dmong the internees there are several ministers of religion,
who conduct services every Sumday.

(9) Conelusicn.

A% the internient camps in Shanghai, tie camp authoritiszs nay
due regard to the porsonality of the internses and 1zt them lead their
daily life regularly. OConsequently, everything is in good order, and no
dispute has ever La pened there. The intornees act in concert with the
wishes of the camp authorities, endesvoring alweys to cooperate in meking
the life of the internces hanpy.

4 copy of a letter from I, Tgle, the Delegate in Shanghai of
the International Red Cross Committee, is attached hereto (/nnex Mo, 2).

CHAPTER ITI. The Treatment of Civilian Internees =t the
Camp at Canton.

(1) The Interrment of Tnemy “etionals at Centon.

Upon the outbreak of the .ar of CGreater Tast Asia, the enemy
n-tionals resident in Canton were prohibited Ifrom going cut of their re-
spective premises, exce>t fo- the purcheses of necessaries of life, bank
business, medical treatmant, religious service, and such other purposes as
the authorities deemed necessary, and for open-air exercises necessary for
the preserv.tion of heoalth. HApart from the ahbove, no restriction whatever
wvas imposed wpon them,

On the 5th November, 192, nine of themn, four ‘mericus and five
British, were moved to an internment camp for the eivilian internees,
but thal camp was clos:? on the 25th May, 1943, and they wers transferred
to a civil centre newly se’ up.

(2) The details of Treatment of the Internees.




Doc. No. 2751-4-5 | Poge 6

A% the internment cam:, the es were not only free from
a:l veatraint or reririction bearinz on thei aily life, but the cooking
of their meals, the clzaning of the'r living rooms and the lavndry of their
clothes were all ¢ ne for them b turee Chinese women employed by the
Japanese Army. Thercfore the internees had so much of leisure hour, and
some of them voluntes—:1 %o gardening or ploughing on the camp prenises,
and there was absnlutely mo instence of lsbour besing forced upon amy in-
ternee.

If any internces became ill, they wer:z perritted at once to
consult a doctor and receive treatment. Thz camp authorities never re-

fused them medical ireatment, nor did apy internes ever make complaint due
to illness.

The internees were vermitted to observe religious rites not
only on every Sunday but 2180 on other occasions demanded.

Since their transfer-ence to the civil centre, the intsrnees
have continued to receive a “air and just treatment, and the civil centre
hes been visited from time tc time by the Swiss consul.

Due to the very generous treatment accorded to the inmates of
the civil cenire and =lso tc their om coopsrative efforts, none of them
have ever been subje.t=d tc any punisiment up to the dresent.

CHA:TER IV. Ths details of the Treatmen’ of frisoners of ar
at the Cain _at Tongkons.

Goods had been sold &t prime eost at the cantcens attached to the
prisoners of ar ca > at Hcuzkong, bubt since the lst 4pril, 1944, they
are pernitted to be scld at a umizcrm rate of 5 per cent profit, and the
profits thus realizel are spent vuder the supsrvision and permicsion of
the Ja anese authoriti-s for the promotion of gelferz of ths internees.
(Annex Mo. 3).

At the prisoner of -mr c.np at Hongkong, sincz its esstablishment
never heve any school caildren, soldiers or ceivilisns bzen permitted to
visit there, except those whose visit was specially per “itted by the
government-general there. WNor has the cvricsity of the public in regard
tc the prisonsrs of var at th: eam) ever bzen allowed to be satisfied.

CHATZR V. The details of the Treatment of American ¢_“_QQ§L§.of ey
ard Civilisp Tteprnses at the Camns in Jays

The Anerican prisoners of war (one hunir-d and seventeen, out of
whom nine ere officers ~nd one hundred and eight are non-commissioned offi-
cers or Hrivates) and eiviliaon internces (thirsy-nine) in Java are all
receiving a fair and just treatment, as stated below.
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(1) ietitions o Iris mers of War.

The senior officer among the prisoners of war and the chairman
of the self-government co mittee of the civilien internees enjoy the privi-
lege of making petitions and stating complaints to the camp authorities,
and no punishment has ever been inflicted or threatened o be inflicted
upon com»lainants.,

(2) OClothing.

The prisorers of war was supplied with necessary clothing, and
the civilian internces are permitted o uszs clothingal their own. The
question of clothing is comparatively simple in this frovical rezion vhere
there is no seasonal chenge,

Those of the nriscners of var who are encaged in bodily labour
wolied with straw hats and sporting shoes.

are always su ol

(3) Persona’ effec:.,

The pricvoners of wer and civilian internees are allowed to
retain and use their —ersonal e*iehts for daily use as far as circumstances
permit. They are psrniJted to psossess personally certain amounts out of
their own money, the rema’nder "=3ing deposited with banks on their re-
spective accounts.

(4) Provisiors.

As the American prisoners of war and civilian internees are
vnaccustomed tc rice, they are su.plied with bread. Fruits are plenteously
rationed to ensure the sufficient vitamin, and the camp stalls are specially
ordercd to sell papayas, bananas, and oranges. JFurther, as a2 preventive
measure azainst the decline of pdhysical strength due to tie tropical heat,
the priscners of war and civilian internses are supplied with yeast, pre-
pared from Indian corn by physicisns amonz the priscners of war.

For the health preservation of those prisconers of war who ave
engaged in labouw, spscial attenticu is given by uiilizing the nutritious
value of vitaminous fcod such @s bovine blcod, intestines, etc. To szcure
the abundance of raticns. the prisciers of war are made to attend to cow-
milking, the raising of swine, ducks and fish, and the cultivation of
vegetables.

(5) Cam Cantcens.

The preits acrruing from sales at the stalls of the camps at
Java, whieh correspond to canbteens in other regicns, are spent in nurchasing
sporting and amusement artieles, newspapers and magazines, for the velfare
of the prisoncrs of v

il
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(6) Lebour.

The officer prisoncrs of war have attendants appointed to
look after their parsonal demards. They are not enzagel in any labour

S

except gardening and the like whieh they do of their own accord,

The c¢ivilian internees employ themselves in labour connscted
-ith the operation, maintenance and manazement of the cemps, and they
have never beea forced to do any bodily toil at all.

(7) lMedicel Treatment.

The prisoners of tAar camps are eazch provi ded with a medical
office and sic-roais, end physicians 2nd nurses among the prisonsrs of
war examine ard trsat petients.

The civilian internses too are locked after by physiciens who
are gppointed from amongst them, axd when nscessary, patients are permitied
to enter and rece’v~ medi-cl treaitment at the Govermment or public hospi-
tels nutsice.

(8) The Obse. ~ance of Religious Rites.

At the priscners " wer and internment camps, chapels are pro-
vided, where the observance ¢. religious rites is permitted, and freedom
of faith is granted.

(9) The ‘ceomrodations of the rriscmers of Tar and Internment Caps.

In Java, the prisoners of mar are confined in the former Dutch
Indian army barracks, and the civilian internees in ordinary dwelling-
houses. Eleciric lizhiting and water su-ply is abundant and nothing is
wanting to make the places cormfortable to live in., Illoreover, tc prevent
the infection of malaria, the prisoners of war and civilian internees are
each furnished with a moscuito n=t.

CHiTIR VI« The details of the Treatment of Priscners of UVar
at the Camps in tkhe_rhilippines.

As regards the debails of *roatment accorded o the prisovers of war
1

at the camps in thae Ihilippines, the following are atteched hereto for the
information of the Tauited Staves Gev-nment:

(1) 4 »zdio hroadeast spsech on the medical treatnent in the pris-
oners of war hospitals mede by Commander L.B.Sartin, Medical Corps, U.S.
Vavy (Annex No. 4).

(2) & relic roaicast shzech concerring the observance of religious
rites, ete., at tie prisoner of war cemps made by Chaplain Perry O, Wilcox,
Lieusenant Colonel, U.S. Regular irmy (4nnex Ne. 5).

(3) 4 radic 're-icast speech on the athlcotic games played by the
prison-rs of war at their ca 5 made by Dr. James L./anger of the U,S., Navy
(annex No. 6).
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e dc dinistre

By letter No, 98/C.Rs of 24ty LApril l-st Your
Exccllency nefe known to rie tro risponse: of the Inperirl
Govcrnnent ‘to t'c protist of the Governnent ef The United
Dbases Of snmcries ton tthe sEbjdct ol droatnent ot Lhweriern
cifizens witrin the powcr of Jop=n.

5 1 dnforised you by detler of Hth Moy, T
cormimicerted this Tespense’ to pypGovernnent for tre ritenticn
cf tre Wrskington Govermicnt,

The Governnept. of The Bndtef Strtes Yes rsked’ o
heve the following conmunicrtion sddicssed to the Joprnese
Govermente

"The Joprnege Gevermment's rTeply of 24th Lpri}
1244 tc t)c¢ UnluKJ Strtes Goveranent's JI\uLSt ofr 23 2
Decenber 1942 st tes trrt the United Stotocs Governnont!'s
PICotest wo's "arde ‘byldisteavigeisnl exn o rotbins vt feckas®
Trc United St.t&s Govkrnlbnt conuot Sceept o st ienent
by tre Joprucse Goverpnent inpucswing d6s woerreiiys. Ihc
Unitcd St2ics Governnentt!s protest couccrnin; treetient
gecorcel by Jeprnesce ~utrozities te irericen nrtionsls
i deprn onc drprmese Occupied torritery ls b' Sgdon
cocunentery evidinec wrier cennot be rcfutced in suek £n
erpitrery feshion by the Jepeonesc Governent,  Tre strte~
nents conteined in the Joprnesc Govirnnent'!s reply of 24th
£pril 1944 =rc sc¢ £~r reiicvec from ' tre fretls 2s knomn to
the Unitec States Govermient thot it cer only conelucde theat
the drponesc Governiient bes pertiittad Atsclf to bo nieled
by febricsteld roepords ef loerdl officirls snc hos not nrde
en Incepencont investigetion of tre notiers protested dn
the Unitel S8ntcs Govermment!'s note of 23¥C Deeuiiber 1942,
The Undted Etrtes CGovirnient thuxrcfore ‘considers the reply
unsstisfretory onc will ‘continue to Told The JsprResc
Goverment cnswerseble. The Jrporese Governient bos referred
to scetion IV of the United St~tes Goveirnmacntls protcst
of 2:1C Deeenbexr 1642 nokin curtedn eberges sgoinst the
United Strtes ucvcrnnLnt. Thi Teply To B2 Tefcyiice
will be the subjeect of o scpprote corvunicrtisn £ron the
Dnitcc Stotes Goverment,*

Mdnister nf Switzerliond

gc Pls Execllcener

ife diznorw SYIGILITRU
#inistcr of Porcign +ffcirs
Tckio

~

-
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Synopsis of Document lo. 2766-4 (1) -~ (10)

15 Dec 1942 (A-1) Swiss Lecation to Foreign Minister (TANI)
Inquiry in behalf of U. S. asking if Japan is applying
Articles 27 to 34 of the Geneva Convention of 27 July
1929 re lebor of vrisoners of war.

28 Jan 1943 (A-2) Javenese Foreign Ministry (TANI) to Swisg Lezation
answering letter of 15 Dec., and states:
1. Japenese Government employees prisoner of war
labor in spirit of Geneva Convention.
2. Prisoners are emvloyed in labor which is not
dangerous.
3. Daily hours of lzbor of prisoners same as civil
workers in Japan.
4. Paicd same 28 non-commissioned officers and men of
Japenese Army.

4 Feb 1943 (A-3) Swiss Tezation to Foreisn Ministry (TANI)
Swiss requests statement that Japen will not assign
orisoners of wer to labor in the manufacture or trans-
portation of msterial to be used in warfare or having
direct connection with operations of wer.

20 Feb 1943 (4-4) Foreign Minister (TANI) to Swiss Legation states labor
of prisoners of war has no direct connection with
operation of war.

4 March 19451(A~5) Swiss Lezation to Ministry of Foreisn Affairs.
Complains that prisoners of war in Yokohama area
compelled to perforn humilisting work in oublic (namely,
sweeoling streets), and were scarched in public before
re—entering their enclosure in violation of Article 2
of the Geneva Convention.

22 Avor 1944 (A-6) Japenese Foreign Ministry to Swiss Leszation

Foreign Minister Shigemitsu answering letter of 4 March

re treatment of orisoners of wer states:

1. Japonese Government is not bound by the prisoner
of war convention of 1929 but it is policy of
Japanese government to protect prisoners of war
against insulte as provided in Article 2 of the
Jepenese rules for treatment of prisoners of war.

2. Denies prisoners of war forced to clean streets but
cleaning done within csmp and seen through fence.
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27 Apr 1944 (A-7)

Page 2.

9 June 1945 (4..8)

5 July 1645 (A.9)

Swisg Minister to Jepznese Minigtry of TForeign Affairs
Shigemnitou

Ansvering note of 22 April 1944 remarks stetement that
Japanese Government would not be bound by Geneva Conventi
does not coincide with previous declarations in which
Japan agresd to epply provisions of the convention muteti
mxtandis. Requeszted full perticulars as to the articles
therenf Jepsznese government considers inaopplicable by
rezcon of internal legislation.

Swiss Iegetion to the Imperisl Ministry of Foreisn
affeirs (TOGO)

Swiss legetion trensmitted protest frem U. S. against
labor of aAmericen prisoners of wer held in Javen as (1)
vorking exceansive hours heving direct connection with
the war operations within the fortifications of Shinegaws
end at Hevy docks at Tokya Bey. (2) Besing humilicted
and bsaten by zuardg and dsmands that conditions be
rectified and stated that the Jepenzse governuent as
well 2e the indivicuals concerned be held responsible to
insure thel the provisions c¢f the Hague snd the Geneva
prisoners of war convention will at all tiuzes be applied
to the treatment of orisoners of war.

Swiss lezaticn to the Ministry of Foreisn Affairs (TOGQ)

1 aug 1945 (A-10)

Forvarding protest by U. S. re Jepanese authorities in
Thailand guertering orisoners of ver in werehouses at the
port of bsngkok in an area close to docks, railroad yards
and other zilitery objectives and their eaployment on
lavor having direct reletion with wsr operations. U. S.
werned the Japenese Governument they will hold governzent
responsible for failure to protect lives and health of
Anericane in Japenese custody.

Ansvering orotest of U. S. sent by Swiss 9 June 1945
denies fact of subjecting American orisoners of wer to
the labor peinted out by the U. S.
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BC 1.5.2.cre—

Toe

for Foreign
of obteinicg ful

20s the kencrs to inform the Iuperisl Minister
the United Svetesz ig desirous
hs conditions vader vhich
1z FE. dnopersseuler,y 3%
Gesires to be informsd procigely of the neture and duration of work,
i

In this regerd. i* congiders it %o be of great importance to
know if the Imperial Governueat is aoplying Articles 27 to 34 of the
Geneva Coavention of &7 Juiy 1829 reletive to labor of »Hrisoners of wer.

in advence the ILuperial Mipistey
atle to furnigh on this sudject ernd
ronew the assuwcences of its high esleen.

Tokio, 15 Decerber 1942

To the Imperiel hinisiry
of foreign Affairs,
Tokio.
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T:E GAIKUSEOD

TOKIO
Tranglation

No. 24/0. .

_—— e - ==

Ths Imperial Mianistry for Foreign Affairs has the honor to
acknowledge receipt of the Swiss legation's letter Wo. CC.1.5.2.-cr.,of
15 Decembevr last in which “he liegotion exorzased the desire to obtain
information on the labor of prisonere of wer in Japanese custody.

The Ministry infeorms the Legation e2s follows:-
(1) The labor of prisonsrs of wer ig carried out in the snirit of
the decision of the Impsrial (Government t> apply mutatis mitandis the

Convention relstive to tias treatuweni of upricovers of wer of 27 July 1922.

(2) ZFrigorers srs emdioyed in lebor which is not dangercus, such es
factories, hridges and rvads, the mining Industry, treasport, etc.

(3) The daily hours of lsbor of priscmers is regulated sccording to
thet of civil workecrs in ¢apen.

(4) ~Prisoners recsiva pay caleulated according to the psy of non-
conmigsioned olficers and uen of the Jenences Army. Also they receive
articles of daily use.

28 Jeruary 1943
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CC.1l.5.2.-dbu.

ihe Swiss Lezation zas the honour to ecknowledgze receivnt of
the letier from the Imperial Ministry of Foreign affairs dated 28 January
relative to labor performed by prisoners of war in Japan. This information
will be forwarded to the British and American Governments.

The Legation woul. be most obliged to the Ministry if i% would
state precisely if it is understood that, conforming to the provisions of
Article 31 of the Geneva Convention relative to treatment of prisoners of
war, prisoners of war in Japsn will not be assigned to labor having direct
connection with operations of wsr, and thet, in particular, they will nct
be employed in the manufacture cor trensport of material to be used in
warfare.

In thanking the Immerial Ministry very much for its kind
g r

response, the Swiss Legation tskes this occasion to renew assurances of
its high esteem.

Tokio, 4 sebruary 1943

To the Imperiel Ministry
of Foreign affairs,
Tokio
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TEE GAIMUSEO
TOXYO
TAaNSLATTION

No. 41/CR

In reply to the Swiss Legation'!s letter No. CC, 1. 5. &
- dbu., of 4 F~bruary last, the Imperial linistry for Foreign
Affairs has the honour to state that the labor of prisoners of
war in the power of Japan, by application mutatis mutandis of
the Convention relative to the treatment of prisoners of war,

has no direct connection with operations of war.

20 Fobruary 1943




" boc. No. 27656=-A-5 Page 1
CC a105‘02o"':ﬂi§.d

The Swiss Legation has the honour to inform the Imperial
Ministry for Foreign Affairs that according to reliabdle
information supplied by the Diplomstic Corps, the prisoners of
war in the Yokohama area were obliged to perform humiliating
work in public (namely sweeping streets).

It has also come to the knowledge of the Legation that,
after finishing the work, the prisoners, before entering tJelr
enclosurecs, are searched in public by Japanese soldiers to make
sure that they have not found ar ny arms in the course of their
day's work. This spectacle took place, each day, under the eyes
of passers-by and in particular of the children.

The Legation is convinced that it is the fault of the camp
commandant at Yokohama. As is stipulated in Article 2 of the
prisoners of war code cf 27 July L029 D“Jsoncrs of war must be
"protected against public curiosity". Their r human dignity must
not be injured.

The Legation WO"ld in consequence, be very obliged to the
Imperial Ministxy ZIor Foro;qn Affairs if "it would bring these
facts to the knowledge of the Japanese High Command at a proper
time and ask him if crdcrs have been given to put a stop to these
practices which the Imporial Government will certainly recognise
as being incompatible with the Gencva Convention.

The Lcgation thanks very much the Ministry for its kind
intervention and takes this cccasion to renew assurances of its
high esteem.

Tokio, 4 lMarch 1944

To the Iﬁneri Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, Tokio.
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Tts GAIMUSHO
TOXYO

No. 96/C.R.

The Imperial Ministry for Forcign Affairs has the
honour to acknowlecdge receipt of the Swiss Legation's letter
No. CC.1.5.2.~-3Ad., of 4 larch last relative to treatment of
prisoners of war.

The Ministry desires to inform the Legation of the
following raesults of Inquirics made by competent authorities
and at the same time of the opinion of the Imperial Government
on this subject.

(1) The Imperial Government is not bound by the Convention
of 1929 relative to the treatment of prisoners of war. But it
is the policy of the Imperial Government, based on humanitarian
considerations, to protcct prisoners of war against insults, as
it is clearly provided in Article 2 of the Japancse rules for
trcatment of prisoners of war which provides that prisoners of

war,mus e trﬂago% hu%ane v and that they must not be subjected
to insults or bad treathents

(2) There is no doubt that the facts taking place at
Yokohame, were not such as to expose prisoners of war to insultsj;
it is remarkcd in particular that they have never been obliged
to clean the streets. All cleaning done by prisoners of war
wes within caup limits, and seen through the fence. The
competent authority has taken care to sznd the information
containcd in the Legation's note to the prisoner of war camp.

22 April 1944
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The Swiss Legation has the honour to acknowledge receipt
of the Imperial Ministry*'s note No. 96/C. R., of 22 Lpril,
by which it was informed that the Imperial Government is not
bound by the Geneva Convention of 27 July 19 929, relative to
treatment of prisoners of war. Nevert ﬂpTeSS, Jaoen for
humanitarian Teasons, intends to protec¢t prisoners of war
against insults, as is provided in Article 2 of the general
rules on treatment of prisoners of war. In the particular
case of cleaning streets at Yokohama by prisoners of war the
Minister has stated that this work was done within camp limits.
The Minister added that he had sent to the camp at Yokohama,
the information contained in the letter No. CC. 1.5.2. of
4 larch.

The Legation_remari:is that the communication, according to
which the Tmnbrla* Governmen: would not be bound by the Geneva

Convention, does not avpear to coincide with the previous
declarations in which Japan vprerised to apply to prisoners of
war in its power the provisions or that Conven‘ion mutatis
mutandis, that is to say in a measure which will not conflict
with the tﬁx of Japanese law. In order to overcome any mis-
understanding on the apnlication of the Geneva Convenulon the
f'ederal Gove rnmcnti in a letter from the Swiss_Minister to H.E,
Mamora Shigamitsu of 26 “obruqzv expressed a desire to
obtain as soon as possible full part ;iculars as to the articles
of the Prisoners of War Code wnich the Japanese Government
considers inapplicable by reason of internal legislation.

The Legation attaches the grecatest importance to know the
point of view of the Imperial Government on this important
question and in thaﬂﬁlug the Minlstry for its kind response
1tttakes this occasion to renew its assurances of its high
esteenm.

Tokio, 27 April 1944.

To The Imperial Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, Tokio
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ihe Swiss Legation has the honour to inform the Tmperial Ministey
for Foreign affairs that the Gowermment of the United States of America re—
guests that the following notification be sent to the Japanese Government:

"Reliable information has bsen received by the United States
Governnent indicating that American prisoners of war who are hsld in Japan
are obliged to labor for excessive hours on work that has direct comnection
with tiie operation of the war. They are forced to work on naval docks which
are at Tokyo Bay opposite Shinagawa station anc likewise inside the fortifi-
cations of Shinagawa. Both in Tokyo and in Os:ka, they are made to undergo
an extremely harsh and rigid regime which involves humiliation and physical
suffering and they are szposed to the brutality of their gusrds who beat
thei, The United Statss Govermment strongls protests. igainst the treatment
‘hich the Jap-nsse Govarnment accords t¢ Aierican prisoners of war in its
hands. This tre~tment is widely at var’ 1ce with the Geneva Prisonars ef
d:r Convention the provisions of which '3 Japanese Government voluntarily
agreed to apply in its treatment of Am:oican prisoners of woar in its custody
snd with the Hogue Conventior of 1907 wiich the Jnpanese Govermnment ratified
snd which in its memorandum of 3rd My 144 transmitted to the United States
Governient by the Spanish @irbassy it has stated it is applying in dealing
dth eivilian internees nd rrisoners of wair., Under the Genewvn Frisoners
of .nr Convention, =rticle 21, it is provided that labour which is furnished
by prie-nars of war shall have no direct relation with operation of w=r;
~nd the naguz Convention under article 6 specifies that the tasks performed
by prisoners of war shall not be excessive and shnll have no connection with
aar operations. It is provicad in both Geneva £risoners of War Convention,
artiele 2, ~nd Hague Convention, article L, thot prisoners & war are in the
powar of the hostile Govermment but not in that of the individuals or of the
corps by which they ~r¢ captured and that they must receive humane treatment.,
The Govermment of the United States demands that the conditions which ~re
describad =bove be rectified at once =nd i warns the Japanese Government
that the latter s well as the individusls concerned will be held responsi-
ble for failure to insure that tihe provisions of the Hagus Convantion and
the ‘Geneva Frisoners of jny Conventlon are =t ¢ll times applied in' the
treatine’it which is accordad to prisoners of war of awerican nationality."

The kegntion tokes this occasion to renew to the Iuperial ifinistry
its: assurances of high 'esteem.

To The Imperi:l liinistry
of Poreign Affairs,
Toldo
Koruizawa, 9 June 1945
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The Swiss Legation has the honour to inforin the Imperial Ministry
for Foreign Aff-irs that the Governmept of the United Stntes of aAmerica
has rejuested the Swiss Govermuent to send the following notification to
the Japanese Governnent.

"The United States Government has been relisbly informed that
the Jopanese Authorities in Th~il~nc¢ have ju rtered priscners of war in
warehouses locrted ot the new port of BEangkok and have forced them to labour
2t the roilway st-tion and on docks of th-t city. The Japwnese Government
voluntarily undertook to ~pply hum=ne provisions of Genev: Prisoners of war
Convention in its tr4°tnLnt of prisoners of wor sna civilian internses. In
spite of its soluimn obllggtlons, the Jap-nese Governnent has fniled to apply
the provisions of article 9 and 31 of that Convention in its treatment of
prisoners of war in Thniland., The United Stotes Government agoin strongly
protests nzainst the disposition by the Japanese Government of prisoners of
J T in ~n ~rea in closs proximity to docks, rnilrond y~rds ~nd other milit-ry
ctives and their employment on labour having a direct relation with w-r
tions. The United St-tes Governiment solemnly wirns the Japanese Govarn-
that the United Stotes Government will hold the Japanese Govermment re-
sponsible for any failure on its part to protect lives and he~lth of imerican
nationals in Japrnese custody, !

The Iez~tion would be very much obliied to the *inistry if it
would comm_unlc.tv the response of the Iiperirl Government to the presert
protest ~nd takes this ocenasion to renew assurances of its high esteem.

To the Imperizl winistry
of Foreign Affairs
Tokio Krruizawa, 5 July 1945
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Translation

WXYO FUTSU" No. 189.

NOTE VARB.LZ
The Liuperial ifinistry of Foreisn iffairs has the honour to

recuest the Swiss Iegrtion to transmit to the United States Government

that it acknowledges receipt of a Note Verbnle of the Legation d-ted 9th

June last transmitting 2 protest of the United States Government relative

to the labour of the prisonars of war detained in the crunps in Japan, and

28 1 result of prompt investigstions of the fact in ths protest Ly the com~

petent authorities, h:s receiwved ~ reply to the effect that they do not

~diwit the fact of subjecting the Amarienn prisoners of wor to tha lsbour

ns pointed out by the United St tes Governuient,

The Ministry communicates to the Swiss Iegation that it is
desirous of receiving 2 reply after due investigations as to the source
of the above inforuation which the United States Goverment is said to
have obtrinad.

1 iugust 1945,
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Statenent of Sourece and .mithenticity

I, Walter Bossi, horeby certify that I om officially connceted with

the Government of Switzerland in the following capacity: Suiss_Diplomatic

Representative, and as such officisl I have custody of the documents, con-—

sisting of ten letters and notes, as listed cn @Exhibit . attachad hereto and

Fronch from the

described 2s follows: Trug copy of lutters 2nd notes in

Minister of awitzerlanc nddressed to the Japanese _Hnistry of Foreign .ffairs

ond the originad ruplies thorsto of the Jopansse dinistry of Foreign nffeirs

~ddrossed to the Iinister of Switzerland.

I further certify that the attached letters and notes are official records of
the Swiss Legation in Jap:n =and that they are a part of the official archives

and files theraof,

Sigped 2t Tokyo on this /s/ ii. Bossi
Signature of Officizl

10th day of December, 1946.

 Swiss Dinlomatic deprosentative
Official Cepaecity

fitncss® [s/ xR, Joss

Stotement of Official FProcurdusnt

I. 2nd 1t. #ric 1. Fleisher, horoby eertify that I am associzted with

the Gener:l Hendquarters of the Supreme Comuicndsr for tha uliied Fowers, and
tht the above certification was obtained by we from thoe above signed offiecial

of the swiss Covern.cnt in the conduct of my cfiicinl business.

Signed at Tokvo on this __[s/ dric j. Fleishor, 2nd Tt. (UST

7 I

AN add

Okl Cy-of Bec., 1346,

3 Investicator, IES
dtness: Henry Shimojin~ /s/ Officinl Crpneiky
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Docusiant Mo, Descrintion
266—H=1 Lotter dated 15 December 1942 from ths Swiss :inister

s

to the Jdapanese Hnistry of Forcign ffairs (00.1.5.2.08,)

266—i-2 cte Werbaly thud 28 Wenuery 1943

from the Japsnase
nlnlstry of Foreign +ffrirs to ths Swiss lMinistor

hu Sl 1n1stvr fo

er dated 4 Februzre 1903 fron © ss
the Jdapanese . inistry of Forsign . ff~dirs (CC.1
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(dAnistry of Foreign [ ffairs t¢ the Swiss iinister (Mo. 41/
Gl

2766-.—5 Lotter wated 4 liarch 1944 from the Swiss 7inister to the
ipanuse .dnistry of Foreign .f£fairs (CC.1,5.2.-44d.)

2765~u~6 Notc Vlrb“lg dted 22 april 1944 from the Japrness Ministry
of Foruign .ffairs to the Swiss :inister (No. 96/C.R.)

2766—.~7 Lottoer dnted 27 .pril 1944 from the Swiss wdnister to the
s¢ .dnistry of Porcign Liftirs (CC.1l.5.9.2.-iGe.

2766~ 8 1ated 9 June 1945 from the:Swiss 'finister to the

% .7 J

inistry of Foreign .ff2ire (CC.1.5.1.-7Ge.

2766—..—9 Lottor dated 5 July 1945 from the Swiss -dnister to the
Japanése Hnistery of Foreipn i Ff2irs {cC.1.3.6.-FGe
0C. 1. 2. 6035 .93

2766~.~10 Note Verb~le drted 1 ‘ug
of Forecizn ;LL.lrs Lo tL,

ust 1945 from the Japanese Hinistry
Swiss ‘rinister (Wo. 189/C.&.)




