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rhe particulars with regard to him are tc be found en p. 323
of the Summsry and the acditional Ixhibits w icw Ciree.iy affecE it
gre 2208 4, B. C. 2225-8, 22e0.

while aibassador to the USSR in 1931 he advocated a firwu pol-
rcy towarcds the Soviet Union and readiness for immediate war, not
to preserve Ja an from comaunis:ii, but to et possession of Lastern
Siberia (Exhibits 692-3). On 31 Decenber 1931 Litvinov offered

Japan g non-aggression pact (throuslh Hirota and Yosiiizawa), but

1

it was not accented (Zxhibit 74).

¥

de was continually in office, first as Foreign ldnister in
the Saito and Ckada cavinets, and then as Prenier, from 14 September
1933 to 2 Februars 1937, from 9 March 1936 as Previer.

During tl:a® period, and especially durin  his premiership,
althouzh his utterances to other powers were often conciliatory
enot.gh, is actual policy and the events for whiich we submitv he is
respeonsible were of a different clharactier.

Pu-yi was appointed Liperor of ilanchukuo (w:h tivs 234, 4374),
and tne control of Japan over ithat territory consolidated, es-
pecially in the direction of econo ‘ic pronopoli . (e. g. see Lxhib-
its 9595, 939, 941, 850, 445, 948.) -Te lanchurian Affairs Board
was established (Exhibit 451).

“he policy o0i controlling =né cdevelcoping Japanese and 1lan-
churian industr io. war wes initiated and carricd on.

‘‘he so-called "independence . ovenents" in various parts of
North China and icngolia were instizated and encouraged by Japan.
Hirota actively su . norted this (ixhibit 215). She object was boﬂﬁfﬂ.
anti-Chinese and an.i-Sov.et. The stimulation of the sale of
narcotics in China proceeced rapidly.

Japan denounced ‘he Washiington Naval .reaty, and put forard
at the London liaval Conference the proposal for a comi.on upper
limit in place of the 5-5-3 ratio, which of course iteant that unless
Britain and America neglectec thelr responsi.ilities in other parts

of the world, Japan would dominate the Pacific. When this was re-
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jected, Japan withdrew from the conference anc Hiro a assumed
responsibility in xhibi‘ 222 ., in wihich he atte pted o coves il
the nosition wi.h Tair words.  in spite of w ich Japan steadily and
secretly increaseC h:r naval arra ents.

after -rrota succeele¢ Okads as pizin.er, following the 26
February re ellion, the power of tine nilitary was incieased, es-
pecially by rsstoring the rule tiat ar and iavy .inisters ruust be
on gctive service (Exl:ibit ©3).

In the sumier of 193% a itost important series of ninisterial
conferences were held (&xuib’ts 9/8, 977, 21¢, 704, 217, 979), at
which nativonal nolicies were laid co'n coverin: the whole gist of
the conspiracy we alle:e. Iirota was personally present a. three
of them, an¢ of course, responsible for gll. Theyenvisage an age= .
gressive policy in China, Dast asia, and the Seutl: Seas, and steps
to be taken aga.nst USSE, Lritarn and USA. This was Lo be achieved
by jcint efforts of diplomatic skill and "national défence'"- thus
shoving plainly “ha' in Zirota's rind "nationzl cdefence'" dida 20w
stop at defending Japan or resisting attack, but meant aggression.
Zinis was ‘the first time that these policiss were formally adopted
by a government, and show .'rota as their official godfather, if
not their originator. Socme of them were secret. 1In the autumn the
- Anti-Comintern Pact was negotiated and signed on 25 Noveriber with
secret protocol (Exhibit 36). Its reai objects may be better
gathered from Exhibits 4¢2, 479, 484, and 485, Privy Council ileet-
ing attended by i:rota, than from its text. It ﬁas accompanied
by border raids on Soviet territory (Exhibits 753, 791).

The cabinet fell on 2 February 1937 as the r:sult of simultan-
eous attacks from the Seiyukal party for be.ng too militaristic
and bureaucratic (2208A) znd from tlie army (2200 B and C), because
of *:0se attacks anc because 1t still contained some representa-
tives of political parties. ‘he army made proupt use of Tthe new
powers Hirota had given them to prevent the formation of a Ugaki

cabinet.
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On 4 June 1937 H-rota Was bzci as Forei:n i .nisver in 1sk
Konoye C:obinet and President ol the first Planning Toard, and on
11 July was responsible ior the decision to tcke advanta:e ol the
..;arco Polo Bridge incident by launching an invasion of China. Ile
was also responsible for the "5-year plan" (Exhibits 841,842.and
especiglly 2227, 239), which elaborated the industrial measures
begun in his former period of office,

he whole course of the Chinese aggression of 1937-8 I have
already dealt with in the case of Kido and will not refer to here.
Flrota was directly responsible from the beginninz until he left
office dn 29 liav 1938. . As forei n iinisver he was particularly
to blame for the rejection of agll outsice efforts to mediate the
gonflict (e. g. Txhibits 949, 950), and protests (e. g. Exhibits
988, 995, 957 and innumergble others from then on), and of the
interventions oif the League (Exhibits 958, 962, ete.) and of the
Brussels Conference (Zxhibits 954 A-B). _he onlr attempt at
mmediation which he tolerated was Goriian and thet was killed by the
intransigeant a.titude of the cabin=t on 16 Januaiy 1936 (Exhibits
486 C, 978 4, 26., 268, 2260). <the Grrman oreign Office had no
doubt that the oft-repeated cgperience of I rota, or other Japanes
Foreign i"nisters, sayving one thing, and the army doing another,

was ‘a trick (Exhibit 486 B). 1o sSioiik

9

Afte +this Japan proceeded to set up a series of puppet
regimes in the parts of' China progressively occupied, and to es-
tablish a comrercial system by which in China Japan ccme Tirst,
Germany second and the rest might have the leavings, if any. (Ex-
hibit 22¢8 shows Hirota's personal responsibility for this.)

We have a speech by him about China in tlie Diet on 22 January
1938 (Exhipbit 972 G).

0a 18 June 1937 (Txhibiz 946), and again on 12 February 1938
(Exhibit 58, Recoxd pa._es 9230 and $236) he was taking a hand in;
Japanese na-al plans. On the latter occasion he refused a requeé*
by the U. S., Britain ané¢ France to disclose or give an under- '

taking about her building prcgran,
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rota iried to dispel American apprehensions about Japanese
intenticns 1n the Souti Seas after tiwe occupation of Hainan and
Spratley Islends, elthough this was really the policy he hac¢ him-
self laid cdown as premier in Auzust 1936.

From 13 larch to 3 August 1940 Hirota wes & Cabinet Councillfr:
at this time Japanese moves with regarc to Frencih Indo~-China and
the N. E. I. were initiated.

After aAugust 1940 Hirota's only activities at prescnt known
to us aré his appearances at the vital ex-premicrs' conferences.
On 22 July 1940 (Zxhibit 532) and 17 Jul. 1941 (Exhibit 1117), he
advocated a military premier and ca.inet, though Konoye was in
fact appointed with army supuport. On 17 October 1941 (Exhibit
2250) he gave firn support o Zojo. 0a 29 lioveitber 1941, when
called upon teo advise the Emperor as to the Pacific War he agreed
that wap was ‘nevitable, buv sugsested a postponement and possible
diplomatic solution after its outbreak. On 17-18 July 1944 (Ex-
iibit 1278) he said the prosecution of the war was first and fore-
most and sug ested a member o: the imperial family as preiier but
acreed to Terauchi, Koiso or Hata. On 5 April 1645 (Bxhibit 1282)
he was still emphatically in fezvour of fighting through to win the
war, and thouzht it couvla be aone. He edvocated the War or Navy
Minister as premicr.

In our suumission he was an aggressor from start to finish,

and the contrast betwcen his public and private words and acts

shows that he was a particulazxly cluver one.



