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MUTO
The particulars with respect to MUTO, Akira, are to be found in

532s Additional documents in relation to

01

the Summery, Appendix B, page
him are FExhibits 2239-2247.

It is readily apparent that the answers of MUTO in his interro-
gation (Exh. Ne. 2239) and other documentary and oral evidénce support
each count of the Indictment in its allezations against MUTO. The

evidence, likewise, substertistes the accuracy of the statement of

MUEO's individual recponeibility as st out in the Indichment., Apoeniiz

s Y s
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I, pege iv.

The accused MUTO is shown by the evidence to have participated
in Japen's over-all agsression in at least twe cepecities or lires of
activity: (1) As an Army officer in the field, (2) 4As an Arty officer
in the Wer Ministry at Tekye

The evidence is gufficient to show that the accused has a re-
sponeibility for the Menchuria, and still more the China Affairs.
He is shown to have besn one of the so—~called younger Arny officers,
a Major on the Army General Staff (Rec. 2006) at the time of tkh
incident of 18 September 1931. ke was & Colomnel and Staff Officer
of the Xwantung Army in 1986-1937 (Rec. 186, 118). He was Adjutant
of the General Steff, North China aArmy, in 1938-1939 (Rec. 16,118).
His services ageinst China arxe indicated by the evidence (Exh. No. 1272)
that he wes decorwted in 1934 for his services in 1931-1934 "War® and
in 1940 for kLis services in the China "Affair.™

The Military Affairs Bureau is shown to have been headed by
the accused as Director or Chief from October 1939 to April 1942
(Recs 16,118) throuchout the peried of prepsration and initiation of
the aggressive attacks by Jeponcse armed forces again he United
States, Great Eritein, Netherkds Zast Indies and French Indo—China.
The accused first served in this Burcau, as a Section Chief in 1935-36
(Rec. 16,118). On 12 October 1939 MUTC wes appointed (Summery, pages

105-238; Exhivits 102 and 118) Chief of the Buresu, Secretary of the
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National Genersl Mobilization Council and a member of other Dbodies,
including Planning Board, Menchurian Affeirs Board and Cgbinet In-
formation Board. The accused in these official positions is shown

to have exercised directing er pcesibly controlling influence over
domestic and internetional policies and politics, over propaganda

ard press control (3ec. 13,870-1), and ever military and naval action.
For instance, in June 1940 he was with XKOISO in a discussion with the
Gerzan Ambnssader of various zgzressive schemes (Exhiovit 523).

The accused participated regularly in liaison conferences and
conferences before the Throne in 1941. Oz 13 January 1941, he attended
a liaison ccnference with TOJO and OKA (Rec. 10,057). MUTO attended
a liaison conference, with TOJO and others, on 30 January 1941 (Rec.
11,057), on 3, 13 and 20 February (Rec. 11,057), on 2, 6-7 and 11 Marck,
on 10 April, em 3, 8, 12, 15, 22 and 29 Hay, and on 6, 16£1%, 23, 25;
26, 27 and 28 June. (Rec. pages on p. 332, kpp. B, Summary). At the
conference on 25 June it wes decided to mske agzgressive advances to the
south, first by diplomacy if possible, then if necessary by arms
(Rece 11,753). MUTQ attended the Privy Council Meeting on 28 July
1941 (Rec. 7,069), end Imperisl Conferences on 6 September (Rec. 8,814),
5 Noverber (Rec. 10,333), end 1 December (Rec. 10,519). MUTO attended
also the Inquiry Committee meeting of the Privy Council at 7930 a.um.
on 8 December, ot whith the btelated declaration of wer ageinst the
United States and England wes discuséged.

The last evidence of TANAKA ‘about him is so fresh in the mind
of the Tribumal that I will not quete it.

MUTO wes recommended to Ribventrop fer the decoration of the
Great Crogss by Germany beceuse of his contribution to German-Japanese
cooperation (Rec. 11,352, Exh. 1272).

I quote from the Militery Attachels words: "Witheut regard
to the vacillations of Japenese policy, he always advocated the con-

clusion of a Germen-Japenese alliance in a most important pesition,"

and from the Ambpesador's comments: "Muto, as head of the political
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section of the War Ministry krs often heen mentioned in my reports.
In view of the political influence wielded by the Japanese army, his
attitude was and is of great importarce.”

According to TANAKA®g evicence which is correberated by the
witness SUZUKI and the numerous documents passing between the Foreign
Ministry end the Wer Ministry sbout POW it is clear that his burean
had a great responsibility with regerd to them, altheugh in his case
for a rather short time. As one of those entitled to attend Imperial
General Eeadquariers Le tust, we suomit, have been cware of the cntiios

in the War Dinry sbout tke cutrages at Singspore in February and March

ot

e proceeded on 20 April to commend the

1942 (Exhibit 476), before I
2nd Imperial Guards Division in Sumatra which was in the geme army
area, of which the CinC wap General Yezmazshita. Ile wes there until
October 1944 durings whick peried tkcre is much evidence of atrocities
in the command, and then joined the same General in the Philippines
as Chief of Staff until the surrender. It is during this peried that
some of the worst atrocities were committed thers.

The evidence new in the record is such that the mation te
lismiss the Indictment with rospect to the accused MUTO should, it

i

s submitted, e overruled.
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