Wages and Costs of Living

Statscan Urban Family Expenditure Survey 1974 gives
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$3091 + 69.57% =S$4416.8 gives total expenditure required for lst
quintile at March 1980 prices. Note this is an annual figure, $4416+12
=c.$370/mo. Although %age expenditures on food &c. amount to ones
which imply that those in the lst quintile receive less than the
"low income cut-off point', the $ expenditures quoted are probably
in the mid-range of the lowest quintile.
Note also that $1404+12=$117/mo for food, less than adequate accord-
ing to B.C.Min. of Health & Can. Dietary Standards.

Statscan 1977 13-207 Income Distribution in Canada(?) has
"Low income cut-off of family units in an area of residence of
500,000 or above"
1 person $4446
2 person $6443
3 person $8221
These figures were trended up from the 1974 F.E.S. on basis of CPI
increases, but N.B. that the definition of the low income cut-off
has been revised upwards, so that any family unit spending more than
62% of income, not 707 as previously, on food,shelter, and clothing
now fall within the "low-income''definition.
Trending up these figures on basis of CPI increases to March 1980
gives:
((204.0 -160.8)
160.8

$5640+12=$470/mo,$3760 over an 8 mo. period.

However Podaluk,J., in Incomes of Canadians (report on the 1961
Census) says that budget, ratherthan income definitions are '"superior"
indicators of need.Therefore if we can estimate reasonable figures

for cost of living expenses,and we know what proportion of a'standard'
budget these these constitute, we can put a good case for whatever
salary demand we end up with.It might be noted that with a 62%
criterion,a minimum monthly wage, based on a total expenditure of
$363/mo on food and shelter (including expenditure on meals eaten out)
would be c.$730/mo.,as opposed to $695/mo as quoted in an earlier

reportyusing 70%Z as a criterion.

+1)x $4446=$5640.
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