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He was decorated for his sewvices in both the lMsnchuriaz

L) ). . -

and China "inciucnts", but apart from the fact (Exh. 2282) that
the 32nd Division which he comsanded was serving in China, and
that hc wes Chief of Stafif of the Iwanitung ~rmy, Ociober 1939 =
October 1940, =nd mcmber of a number of Japanesc ianchurian joint
committecs, we hevc no knowled ¢ of what he did.

On 10 April 1941 he became Vice Jar inister. You hawve
heard cvidence ©to the cifect that Thero swere limitetions upon the
importance oi tuls ¢Ti.ce. Nevertheless it placed hin in a posi-
tion not only to know wut to take an netive pert in, and to as-
sume rcsponsibility fo. ~he events of his period of. office. It
may be judged best from ixh 1272, which sliows tixc reasons why
he was recommended for the German decoration of the Great Cross
in ey 1942. The Germon #ilitary Avvackie says: "He was in
;ermany 1922-4. In his position of Chief of Staff of the Iwantung
Army Octobar 1939 to October 1940 (which is omitted from his per-

c)

o

sonnel record, out is mentioned in Exn. 102 though without a da
hc has especially worked on behalf of Germany. Vice iinister of
ar since 10 April 1941, he is one o: tihe principal advoeates of
Gernan- Japanese miiitary cooperation." The Ambassador adds his
oiin comment: "Kimura has closely co-operated with .dnister of
viar and Prime Minister Tojo already on the Kvantung Army. His
personal relationship to Wojo as well os his (i. e. Tojo's),
primary prcoccupation in his position of Prime Minister have
ennhanced his (i.e. Ximura's) influcnce in tﬁe lcadership of the
War Ministry, as well szs his position in.regard to the eother Vice-
Ministers to a marked degree." We submit that these remarks are
obvious common sense, and thet hecving regard to the predominant
position of the army ot this period cven the Vice-ilinister has o

greater shore of respcnsibility than the Hinister of soze

other Departments. At all events that he hns enough. During his
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cilod of office he was also a Councillor of numerous other of-
ficial bodies, including the Planning Board anc¢ the total var
Researcih Institute. The activities of the latter at this time
are shown in .xhibits 870 and 871 fron AuSust to October 1941,
which shows clearly that the lack of clarity in Janasn's comuunica=
tions to the U.S. wes intentional, because tlie object of thea was
not psace but delay while war preparations were coipleted. Exhs

686A, 688A and 1336 also come from them, and the itwo latter sketch

the "Co~-Prosperity Sphere", and plans to annex the viet liaritime
Provinces. When we come to the guestions of PO offences we have

-

much ore direct evidence of Mimura's sctivities. It was bhe whe

cornuinicated to Thne Forelgn :dnister of January 23, 1942, the

undertelsing whiciy was transnitted to the allicd governm=nts to
observe the Geneva Convenuvion rutatis mutandis and to give due

consideration in regard to food and clothing to the racial habits
and customs ol interned prisoners (iixli. 1958). Tet he retained 1
his office until [iarch 1943 wihlle this undertaking was daily and
flagrantly disrecgarced. Ile had access to all the information and |
attended lmperial General Headcnarters and the neetings of Bureau

‘l

Chiefs where these na.ters were discussed and decided. He must

share responsibility’ for tiae decision of April or liay 1942 to nake
POWs work recardicss of rank and to scnd them for exhibition &8
places in Japen, Korea (R. 14288), for “Yojo's speeches about "no
work no fooc" (Exhs. 1960 gnd 1962), for the iailure to answer
5

and- the untruthful onswers sent to allied protests which he had

approve (R. 14287). As a member of I.G.H5. he must, we submit,

have access to the War Diary and scen the account :of ouvtrages past
and intended 1in llalaya gunoted in Exh. 476.

Above zil he must h-ve been g party o the.illegrl decision
to use POW labour on the rvshecd construction of the Burma-Sianm
railway, with its inevitable tragic consegucnccs.

He also shares the responsibility for Lxhibits 1964-1976.

personally issucd the owvder for the ceatlhi penalty on capturced air-

men, Ixh.1992. He wes rcesponsible for the POW punishment law,
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Zxh. 1998. Hc porsonally ordercd the illegal cmploynent of 1500

PCY on munition work in llanchuria in august 1942 (Exh. 1870).
From 30 Au ust 1944 to thc surrender he was com:ander of the
army in Burma. The outrages which took placc there during that
period arc deseribed in Zxhs. 15734, 15744, 15524, 15534, 15554,
15584. For these we submit he is directly responsiblcy and that

the motion by hinm should be cismissed.




