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CYRIL HEW DALRYMPLE WILD, Colonel, British Army, Waxr Crimes Liaisca
Officer, Allied Land Farces, S. E. A,

1. On the night of 7/8%th December, 1941, I was on duty in the
Operations Roan of Headquarters 3rd Indien Corps, Kuala Iumpur, as
GeS.0¢3s Operations of that formation. Shortly after midnight I
received a signal from Headqueriers 8th Indian Brigade at Kota Bzhru
to the effsct that unidentified ships had been sighted off the Coast
About helf zn hour later, f.,c., about 0030 hours 8th December, I
received ancthu~ signal from the 8th Army Brigade stating that an
eneny atiack hald just sturied and thet our beach defences had gone
intc astions Tac Sims of origin of this seconi sisnal was just affer
midnight ou the 8tha Deceuper. J was in immediate telephone convers-
ation with the Heciquarters lMalaya Command at Singapore regarding
both these signals and at that time they had no information of any
declaration of Wer, At the Corps Camuendert!s Conference a few hours
later, I heard him state that two other enemy landings had taken
place almost simultaneously at Singora and Patari in Siams These
landings were not more than an hour or so after the first landing on
Kota Bahrue I recall that air reconnaissance on 8th December proved .
that the enemy were already in possession of the aerodrome and
beaches at Singorae

2. On 15 Februery, 1942, I was serving as G.5.0.2. Operations,
3rd Indian Corps in Singapore. At the capitulation of Singapare I
was taken a PeOsWs on that daye

3. At about 1700 hours on l5th February 1942, I was present with
Lte GenePercival, Brig. Torrance and Brige Newbiggin at the Ford liotor
Factory, Bukit Timah, when the British surrender to Gen.Yamashite

was signed. Lte Cols Sugita Ichiji was present with Gen. Yamashitae
I was acting as Lte. Gen. Percivalls interpreter. After the surrender
had been signed, with Lt. Gen. Percival'’s permission I asked

" Gen. Yamashita to extend his protection to the women and children

in Singapore., He promised to do this .

be Prior to the capitulation there had been attempts to evacuate
part of the civilian population, but ag the Japanese had camand of
the sea, most of the craft in which they were evacuated were sunk
with heavy loss of life. The result was that at the time of the
capitulation there were approximetely 3,500 Buropean nationals of over
20 different nations on the Island,

5s After the capitulation the 3,500 BEuropean nationals were confine
ed in Changi Geol. Of the 3,500, a large proportion were women and
children., The gaol had been built to accommodate approximately 700
Aciatic convictes and was, therefore, greatly overcrowded. These
civilians remained there till April, 194k, i.e. for over 2 years,

be The P.0O.W. after being ordered to lay down their arms were
concentrated in areas on Singepore Island whilz conferences took place
between the Japanese and the British as to the question of the general
hand-over of the surrenderei personnel,

)
Te The Japanese refused to allow the British Officers serving w1th
the Indian units to remain with their Indian troops. All Indian
troops were concentrated in Farrar Park where they were addressed by
a Japanese officer and invited to join the Indian National Army.
At that time very few of the Indians joined the Indian National Army.
Those who did join were separated, put into a different camp, given
better food and treatment, and same of them were put in charge of
British P.O.W. as guards, Those who did not join the Indian National (
Army were subjected to increasingly bad treatment including floggings |
and starvation, to induce them to joine I was told this by Indian
Officers,
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Officerse

Be I was detained in Fort Canning for a few days as Liaison Cllicew
between Lte Cols Sugita representing the Japenese and Lte Gen. rercive.
I was given = Lizison Officer's arm-band and pass to put on a car a2ad
was allowed to drive myself freely round Singapore and out to the
East of the Island where most of the British troops were then being
concentratedes

Qe During this time I myself saw the Japanese cordoning off sectione
of Chinatown with lizht tanks and interrogating large numbers of male
Chinese in these areas. I did not personally see any Chinese shot on
Changi beach, but while I was at Changi on or about 22nd February, 1942
Brige Newbigzin and I went to the Changi Conference House and I heard
Brige FNewbiggzin make a very strong protest to Lieut, Col. Sugita
concerning the shooting of mors than 100 Chinese men on the beach just
outside the Changi Campe Brige Newdiggin also camplained that members
of the Voluanteer force had been ordered by the Japs to go to the
teach to bury the bodies. ILt. Col. Suzita did not deny that these
shootings had taken place and and merely said that the Chinese wham
the Japanese had shot were "bad men", Brig. Newbiggin asked that the
Japanese would not shoot any more Chinese and Lt. Col. Sugita said
angrily that they would shoot them whenever they wanted to if they were
*bad men',

10¢ I was informed by Rritish Officers detained by the Japanese on
Blakang Mati Island in Singapore Harbour, that during the week after
the capitulation they saw the Japanese daily taking hundreds of
Chinese out to sea in lighters with their hands tied. They told me
they also saw the Japanese throwing these Chinese overboard and machine-
gunning them in the water. Many of the bodies of these Chinese were
washed up on the beach of Blakang lMati Island and were buried by Britis’
PCOOW.

.\ 11, From records now campiled by tie War Crimes Investigation Team

~—=1in Singapore, it is lmown that not less than 5,000 male Chinese were
executed by the Japanese on Singapore Island during the first two weeks
following the capitulation. The majority of these were British subjects

12, I saw Gene. Yamashita in Manilla on or about the 29th Cectober, 1945
I then asked him who was responsible for killing these Chinese in
“ingapore in February 1942, He replied that the Colonel cammanding the
Kemjeitai was responsible, and ho said that he himself had known nothing
about it except that those found looting or in possession of arms were
to be executeds I said "many thousands of them were executed for no
reason whatever except that they were young and Chinese®, He did nc
deny this, but said that he had not been informed of ite I have
recently learnt from one of Yamashita'!s commenders and from a female
member of his staff that this was quite untrue, Yamashita, who was
himself in Singapore at the time, approved in advance of the plans for
the massacres and even encouraged his subordinates to continue the
alaughter when they had stoppeds The Japanese had not even the ezcuse
of having stormed the city. It was surrendered by Gen. Percival waen
the mililary situation wes hopeless and in response to Gen. Ymnashita's
written appeal "to spare the lives of the Asiatic Civilian population”,
(nly the Kempeitai and the Keibaitai were allowed to enter the city, .
as Yamashite told me and as I thought for myself, and they started this
deliberate extermination of Asiatic Civilians three days labers,
o -X N ——— G RIS —
13s A few days after the capitulation all the British and Avstralian
troops. exwept same of the wounded, marched out to the Changi area on
the Zast of the Island where they were accomolated in barrack buildings
and iu hubts which they built themselves,

—

Ue On or about 20th February 1942, I left Fori Canning for Changi
PeOsilCaump, By this time same, 50,000 P.O.W. were concentrated theres
This was the only British and Austrelian P,C.W. Camp on the Island at
this times. I remained at Changi P.0,W. Camp for about 3 weeks, During
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this time the accommodation was not too bad as the majority f ihe
troops were accamnodated in permanent structures.

15, All P.O.We at this time were ordered by the Japanese to sal:ie
all ranks in the Japanese iArmy including Indian guards who were
members of the Indian National Army, some of whom were former members /
of the Indian Army. Failure to salute invariably resulted in severe
face-smacking or beating-up with rifle-butts or sticks. Throughout
the period of my captivity all Allied P.0.W, irrespective of rank had
to salute all Javensse scldizrs and Korean civilians employed as
guard% W omeny cams Pehw. had 4o bow if they were not wearing
their ecop tween Bolwriary l}'v? and ebout April 1944, all British
and 41l ~.1 {fZicors In Chauga 2ud othsr camps on Singapore Island
were forpidden by the Javal‘cse to wecr their badges of ranke

16 On 13th March, 1942, by onder of ths Japanese, a working party
was sent fram Changi to River Valley Road wherc a P.QeW. working camp
was openeds I think this was the second party to leave Changi for a
working campe Other working camps were opened shortly afterwards at
Farrar Park, Adam Road, Bukit Timah and the Great Worlde I went to
River Valley Road with 1,500 British officers and GRs including 200
Australians. I was the official interpreter and was also in command
of all Allied troops for the first day o two. More parties came to
River Valley Road from Changi during the next few days until the
numbers reached /4500,

17 I was in River Valley Road Camp till December 24th, 1942, The
accommocdation ia River Valley Rcad Camp consisted of long narrow
huts roofed wiin ahap padn wiih Gouvle-decksr plank stagings running
the full leangth of +the aut on either s3ide of cn earthen passage.
Access to the top floor was by veriical ladders. I had been ordered
by the Japenese Lo put the officers in the same huts as the men, but
I cuccessfully disobeyed this order and established an officers! hute
huts were groszly overcrowdel. The size of the huts was about
120 £t. long hy 16 £, wide (aperadi of the 6 ft. passage). Upwards
of 200 men were placzd irn eech hube uhc Jups cllewed 2% £t by 6 £
per mon, No Deldiaog ur slecpiuz wats of any sort were provided.
The walls were made of podin Lesyves Thizh soox rotted away till no walls
were left. The huls were sc infested with bugs that hundreds of men
preferred to skezp on vhe beve ground outside., There were no cook-
houses when the firnsy party orrived and we had to build our own, The
area in which th: L.509 m3n were azcunnolaied was approximately 180
yards by 130 yeuls. No provision had been made by the Japs for
sanitation inside *als «re.. and the troops wesre forbidden to leave it.
For the first week nc suwades wers provided to dig latrines., The eamp
was built on reclaimzd atsrite soil like rcd clay. There was no
/drain;ge. It rained alnost continuously e the first week and the mud
| becaine anklz~deep, When I asked the Japarnsse 0.C, for spades to dig
' latrines; he said we must scratch a fresh hole in the ground every
day ror this purpose, 'When I told him that after a week all the onen
ground. wculd be fouled if we did this, he replied that after a week
we st 4ig un the old holes with our hands and use them again, Aiftc:
the firzy week we apuroached the Municipal authorities ourselves, a d
latripe..Ivckets were supniied by them and emptied every daye Alraady
a serious (ysentery.-spidewic had broken oute Within six weeks more
than 100 zer. had tc¢ be evacuated to the P.O.We hospital at Changi
with cyrenterv. In sbout June 1942, there was a serious outhbreak of
serotal acrmotilis, aud I myself inspected one afternoon over 1,200
men who were sufiering from tais painful ccnplamt which is a deficiene:
diseac~

18, The number of 207 in River Valley Rozd Camp had increzsed
from ap~t ',300 vo apcat 5,000 by July 1942, and by the same date
anot..er vonkinz camp callel Hovelock Road had been opened on the other
side of the fiagapore River and contained about 3,500 PeOeWs who were
in exaciiy the same type of accommodation as we had and were equally
crowdeds By order of the Japanese these two camps totalling 9,500 PeOs:
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were comuanded by Lte Cols CePeHeath, DeSeOey Rehe, under whom I servac
as "Brigade Major® and interpreter and Liaison Officer with the
Japanese.

19. Altogether, while I was in River Valley Road Camp, 1545000 Pe0oife
Bnglish, Australian aend Dutch - passed through the two Camps between
Merch 1942 and Decewber 1942, Of these more than 3,000 were evacuated
to Chanzi Hospital during this periods Approximately 7,000 were sent
from these two camps to the Burma/Siem Railway or to Japane Both these
camps were closcd in December 1942 wien about 5,000 P.0,W. including .
nyself returned to Changl,

20, VWhile I was in River Valley Road Camp the food supplied wes
lacking in vitamin content. The amount supplied was adequate.
Applicaticnsfor Tice polishings, which are a certain cure for beriwberi,
were refused. There was no excuse for this as there was an abundant
supply at the Johore Bahru rice mills from which other P.O.We. camps on
Singapore Island, including the Great World P.O.W. Camp 3 mile away from
us, were permitted to draw regular supplies. The lack of vitamin content
resulted in deficiency diseases. No clothing at all was supplied by the
Japanese until, in August 1942, sane International Red Cross parcels
were delivered. This was the only large supply of Red Cross goods ever
distributged to P.O.W. on Singapore Island., During the whole of my
captivity the total amount of Red Cross goods I personally received
amounted to 13 food parcels of the type issued to P.O.We in Germany
weekly, and I was in captivity for 3% years.

2l¢ On 29%h July, 1942, the Japanese 0.Ce of River Valley Road and
Havelock Road Camps at about 1415 hours, ordered all the men (probably
more than 200) to parade in a field ocutside River Valley Road Camps
These included all the cooks, ledical orderlies and sick, and the men
who could not go out to werk because they had no bootss The 0.Ce made
a speech to them in which he said they were lazy, The men were then
marched to the car-park which had an uneven surface with broken bricks

on it and all of them were ordered to double round this, MNost of the
men had no boots, The Japanese officer superintended this punishment

nd his guards stood inside the circle and struck men on the back with
isticks and rifle butts when they did not run fast enoughe I saw this
nyself and continued to asik the Japanese Officer to stop this punishment

Lte. Col, Heath was the Senior British Officer present. The doubling
went on for about half an hour, and at the end the Japanese Officer said
to the men through his Japanesé interpreter, "I have proved that you can
dance in bare feet - therefore, you can work in bare feet®, ’

22, Fram Merch 1942 to December 1942, most of the F.OsWe from Biver
Valley Road and Havelock Road Camps were working in the docks, ineluding
military stores and supplieg, I recall interpreting for Lit. Coles Heailh
when he made & canplaint +to the Japanese about this, which was disregar
ede They used to march to and fram work and had to work in the sun for
approximately 8 hours per day without shirts, They had not got enough
shirts to go to work in, Lt. Coll Heath was able to prevent men being
sent to work if they had no bootse

23¢ During this period all P.Q.iW. in Singapore were infuriated at
hearing that same of their Generals had been subjected to illtreatment
by the Japaneses An example of this was the illtreatment of my

Corps Cammander, Lt. Gen. Sir ILewis Ieath. He told me at Changi P.0:W.
Camp in about August 1942, when I was there on a liaison visit, that the
Japenese had interrogated him at Changi Gaol regarding the defences of
Indiae ihen he refused to answer their questions he was taken to Fort
Canning where he was struck a violent blow in the face by a Japanese
Mejor and was then confined for about 48 hours in an underground roam,
without light or ventilation, with water on the floor, and full of

mosquitose The Japanese }ajor himself turned off the water-supply outame |

the cell and Lte Gen, Heath was given no foode At this time Lte Gene
Heath was about 57 years of age and suffering from dysenterye

!
|
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2he The Japanese attitude towards the P.O.‘.'v’. who were sick w=s i<
leave them to be treated by the British lMedical Officers. The Japs
never had anything like monthly medical inspections. At this tumno
they were generally accepting the opinion of our own liedical Office:
as to the physical condition of our mene

25. A few weelrs after the surrender camplete nominal rolls of the
50,000 P.0s¥> at Chanzi were handed to the Jeps on their demand
together with lists of those kncwm to have been killed in action or

to heve died of wounds. Tune Jaranese stated that these lists were
wanted for travesfer o the Ualted Kingdom and Australia. Of courss
\we were nct i a nouision to low whithsr ithese lists were ever so

transfecred. bul fur the following reasons I very much doubt if they
were., From letters received from howe by P.C.VWe it was clear that
fey relatives kmew that particular prisoners were alive until at
least six months after the swrrender, and in same instances the gap
was as long as two years, JFrom relatives! letters many P.O.We
learnt That the first news received of them had been a Postcard whie.
Pa0.W. were allowed to write in August 1942. A namesake of mine -
Major Wilde - died in Changi Camp in about June 1942, His death
was officielly reported by us to the Japs as soon as he dieds I
continued to receive letters addressed to him by his relatives and
delivered to me in error until approximately May 1945. His relative
were therefore, unawere even in 1944 that he had died. In about

October 1942, The first card-index of F.0.W. was made by the P.0.W.
themselves under the arders of the Japanese in Changi, River Valley
Road and Haveloci Roal Camps.

26.. In Jamuary 1943, I introduced Jr.Guest, the Australian Red
Cross Comaissioner, who at thet time was Leing treated as a P.0.W.,
to the Japanese Camandant of Changsi Caupe. I interpreted for Mr.Gues
on this occasion. I obitained permission for Mr.Guest to visit in
Singapore MreSchweitzer, the Swiass reprecentative of the Red Cross,
but our reguest that Mr.Schweitzer shovld he allowed to visit Changi
Cemp was refused, Up to this time Ir.3zhwcitzer had not visited any
of the P.Cow. Camps cin Siagapore Island. Ir,luest reported to me
efter his visit to Singapore that Mre3chwiiiizer had told him that he
had made continual requesis to the Japs to visit P.0.W.Camps, but
that these had been refused. On this occesion MreGuest was able to
obtain some money from lir,Schweitzer and also a guantity of
spectacles for the P.0.W, Shortly after this Mr. Guest was forb:z.dde
by the Japanese %0 see I, Schweiitzer, I saw Mr.Schweitzer making
his first visit to Changi P,0.W.Camp on about Adugust 23, 1945.

He was then being escorted by the Japanese., This was same days afte:
the Japansse General camandiing P.O«We in lMalaya and Sumetra -

lajor CGen. Saito - had informed us that the war was over and we wore
no longer prisonerse No other Red Cross representative ever visited
any of the P.0.W. camps on Singapore Island or, so far as I an
aware, any of the F.CeWe Camps on the Burma/Siam Railway during he
whole 3% years of our captivity. DMr.Schweitzer was living in
Singapore without beingz interned during the 3% years of the Javen.ae
occupation, He was, therefore, in easy reach of all the camps oo oh
Island and could and would presumably have visited any or all of
them had the Japanese not forbidden him to do s0e

27« During the whole of my captivity we were forbidden to have any
official camunication with our own Hovernment regarding our
conditions or reguirements - in the way of medical supplies. boclisg
etcoy JIf we had any camplaint or request to make it had to bs male
to th2 Jopanese and they took such action as they thought fit (i7
any). Taere was no guestion of our being allowed %o complain €5 =
the na*nrs of owr work or otherwise (except to the Japanese), =i H¢
corrzsyunt freely with the military suthorities or the Protecting
Powere Tuc o0aly correspondence I was permitted was to sond five
Posteards of 25 words each during the 3% yearse. These Posteards
wers, of course, censored, and we were told that they would be
destroyed if any reference was made to the Camp or area in which
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we were confined, or to illtreatment, shortage of food, drugs eice,

28. I have no personal knowledge of incaning mail being desliheraiel,
withheld. The Japanese used to want to censor all incoming mall.

For this work the Japanese had an insufficient staff which resulied
in delays rumning into several months. ILetters received were usuall;
from 6 months to over a year old.

g o B Ve /

A \ T 29. In W‘ebruary 1542, I heard of thé messacre at/ Alexandra Military
& Base Hospitel on Singapore Island, I|know Major Fames Bull, ReAelieCe

‘e WO Was at that tlwe vhe radiolozist|in the hospa.tal. Major Bull is

now in practice in Iondon. lajor Bull told me, /while we were both in
Changi, thet cn 23th February 1942, \he B:w’c:r.s;h line was withdrawm
to new positions on the outskirts of Sing P.)ore,.; thus leaving the
hospital in an undefended locality (T alrcady kaew this, as I was a
Staff Officer on Singapore Islend at /the tmevﬁ On the afternoon of
13th Rebr 2, a\ large number of Japahese ini‘antry ; entered the
hospital, which was comred with ?eq& Cross, 'flagse. They went down
the corridors and into the downstapls roans of the hospital bayonette
ing and shooting everyone they saw, p.nclud,ing many who were wearing
Red Cross Arm Be.nds. In-the operating rogm Japanese soldiers
bayonetted and killed the pat{ent on the /operating table and the
surgeon who was carrying out \the oiray’ion. They also bayonetted the
anaesthetist and dresser in theé operatifg roaz, but both of these
survivedes I knew the anaesthetist, who was later Medical Officer in
Changi Camp.! He confirmed this sv{ory /and had the scars of bayonet
wounds on his hands and chest., Najox Bull told me that he went on
to the balcony on tiae top of the hozpltal and saw a Japanese officer,

N
e el SRR
Y

and a soldier standing with a rifleg\below. lMajor Bull then held up
a Large Red Cross Flag in front of himself for the Jap Officer to see
as a further proof that this was & hos,pital. A bullet then passed
through the flag and struck the wall behind Major Bull who then
lowered the flag and s&w the Jap / Officer\ pointing at him, and the
soldier raising his rifle to firg¢ again. Major Bull told me that he
then went downstairs and saw many dead bodies of Medical persomnnel and
patients lying in the corridorss The Jepanese then collected a large
number of Medical Officers, dical orderlies and wounded men from
beds in the hospital wards. ey ordered the men to get out of bed
anG took awsy those who could/wallke Another officer told me that more
than 160 of these people werd taken by the Japanese to same small
houses almost # mile from the hospital, where they ‘were crowded into
a few roans so tightly that/five of them died of suffocation during
the nighte On 14th or 15tl February, the Japanese took them out of
the house in parties of fiye and then shot or bayonetted them ouiside,
When only a few were left/ a British shell exploded close to the hous2
in which this officer was/ kept and blew the door open.
nine others ran out undey fire from the Japanese, and he
four others escaped and Adater became P,0.Ws Nany other of
CRs who were in the hespital wards at the time that the Japahese came
in have also told me similaer stories. In one case an officer wics:

leg was in plaster of paris was struck on it by a Japanese with a
rifle butt. Capte ardyce, HeheMsCo, was a medical Officer in the
hospital at the tune,/ He spoke Japanese as he had been a doctrr \in
Kobe, and I knew him/well, Capt. Allardyce suggested to Col, Crai

the 0.Ce at Alexandra Hospital, that he should himself go to find a
responsible Japanese Oificer who could stop this slaughter. He Aeti

the hospital with/a Japanese Frivate on this errand, but he was iachu

ed in those confipged in the small houses and was one of those execiced |
outside them, Medical Officers at Changi informed me that those il
killed by the Japanese in or outside Alexandra Hospital were apnrotime

ately 20 ledica Offisers, 60 ledical ' Crderlies and 200 woundec,
\

nith regard ’co the massacrc 2t Parit Sulong,in 3 antary 19,12
I was a Staff Officer of Headquariers 3rd 3rd Indian Corps in Jchorze A
battle tock place between our forces and the Konoye Guards Division at
Muer, including fighting at Bakri and Farit Sulong between the 18%h
and 22nd January., We were aware that the Australians engaged in this
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battle were having difficulty in evaduating ‘a convoy of wounicie
I xnow that this convoy was never seen again, Lt. Ben Hackney, late
j of 2/29 Bne. AIF, is known to be the/sole survivore He was subcegqu-
ently a PsOsW, with me in Changi anfi on the Burma/Siam Railway,
In June 1945, Lt Hackney made an gfficial oral report to me about
this massacre, He told me that the Japanese captured the convoy at
Parit Sulong Bridge on 22nd Januery 1942, Lt. Hackney was himself
at this time in an ambulance suffgring from four woundses The
Japanese rvencvad all the wounded men from the trucks in which they
had been traveliing and forced them to walk or crawl along the road
and arrcss u hridgee During this| time the wounded were repeatedly
sorvlk with ville butts and jabbgd with bayonetss Those who could
not meve eny” fumbher were bayonetted or clubbed to deathe The
wousded were thin compelled to sirip themsclves nakeds There were
approximaiely 110 Australian officers and men and approximately 35 tc
40 Indians., All these were suffering from wounds received in action.
, , The Japanese continued to strike the wounded savagely with rifle-
‘i’f' buttse Many were knocked unconsciousy\ All the prisoners were then
into two rooms of same coolié-quarterse, During this move
any more were killed by clubbing or bayocnetting and same were shota
Fi]“ne wounded weres all lying on top of one another in heaps on the
floor of these two rooms./\The J panese refused to give them any
g:ter. They were then inspected by a seni i
“ Jarrived in a motor convoy.-escorted-by-benks on the road,.

-
r

Japanese Offiicer All !
he prisoners were then taken outside and tied together with wirelnh § 4
or rope and were driven away to a little distance from the building.
1t. Hackney, whose hands were¢ tied behind his back, fell down, as he
had a broken bonz in one leg, and pretended to be dead, While lying
on the ground he was struck several times with rifle butts and
pricked with bsyorets. He heard a long burst of rifle and machine-
gun fire from the directicn to which the prisoners had been taken,
Japs then went past him to the road and returned carrying tins of
petrols Shortly afterwards there was loud screaming from the
direection of the prisoners. After the Japanese had gone, Lt.Hackne;
crawled under the building and rubbed the rope off his wrists against
the brickwork., He was joined there by an Australian Sergeant and
an Auctrelian private whose clothes were soaked with petrole The
privatc was wound.d in many placed and soon dieds The Sergeant told
Lte Hackney that all the wounded had been machine-gunned and had
been burat with peirol. The gwgcant himself had rolled away into
the bushes afier pcirol had been poured over him just before a pile
of bodies hed boen set zlighte) Lte Hackney showed me the sears on
his head from the bluis received from rifie-butts and the wounds on
his body and lsgs, be remaing of the men whe were massaered on
this occasion were found in the position described by Lt. Haclkney a
few months ago, and have been {:o lected for burials
' ¢
3le Inlay, 1942, Lie Col. CePyHeath, Rels, arrived in River Valle;
Road Camp from Changi. He told that in March 1942, he had bsen
e\o ordered ty the Tapanese to attgnd the execution of three of the men
\Q\) of Lhis DNegiment, Gunners Huntey, McCann and Jeffriess He said that
r} o Lte Gen, Percival had made stropg protests to the Japanese, saying
that “he provoscea execution was| quite illegals He said that ths
fhree Gunrers Lad attempted to fescapc and that Lt. Gens Percival had
becn wmsvecessfnl  in preventing their executions Brige Newbizgin,
_Lte €21, F2ath, another of his|Officers and a Chaplain were thea
taken wo the beash necr ChangilAthere {hesz three gunners were chot
dezd v fron' ol them by the Japenesae

/ 32, Irn cdeptewber. i9hz. tre|Tapeonese Officer commanding River
Vaiizy Toad Comp ard Havsleck Toud Comp gove e orders that il Ze0e
there nust sign o oo promigiug op ey word of honour that they
wonrid not attenni to ostape, | Lt Col. Heath made a strong protest
to the Jopatsse OSFfizor throygh me as intervreter, in which he s=zid
that by International Law a parole of this sort could only be given
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voluntarily and that not one of his é6fficers or men was willing to
give his parole, The Japanese Offi¢er said that he would punish
everyone severely by confining theft in a narrow place without food
or water until they signed, and he sent Lt.Col, Heath and me to
Changi Cemp to learn fram the P.?f‘if. there what had already been
done to them, On arrival at Chgngi Camp, Lt.Col. Heath and I had an
interview with Cols Holmes, the senior Officer of the Allied PsOsWe
there. He told*us that, on the P.0.W. at Changi refusing to sign
the parole-form, the Japanese/had confined over 15,000 of them on the
barrack square at Selarsng in an area which normally accaommodated a
single Bn, of about 800 meny They were kept there for about }y days
and were obliged to dig their own latrines through the asphalt and
concrete of the barrack square. They were extremely short of watere
Finally, on the Japanese tircatcning to move the infectious cases
fram the P.0eWe Hospiital for econfinement at Selarang with the other
men, Col, Holmes, on the aﬁvice of his Medical Officers, had himself
ordered all the troops to sign the forms under protest, Cols Holmes
said that, while the negotiiations were proceeding with the Japanese
regarding the parole, he and the other senior Officers had been
ordcred to go to the beach near Changi where they saw two British and
two Australianswshot by Indian guards under the direction of a

Japanese Officer. These four men had been caught by the Japanese
several weeks before, outside the wire surrounding Changi Campe

They had since been living in the Camp as ordinary P.0eW. and had not
been tried.s One of them was taken from the P.O.W. Hospital to the
place of execution in his pkjamas, The Australians were called

Cpl. Breavington and Pfe. Gale.

33« At the time of the éxecution of these four soldiers, Lte Gens
Fuluye Shimpei was G.0eCay P.0.%.  in Malaya and Singapore, and the
four men went to executinn fram his Headguarters at Changie. JIn the
Spring of this year It, Gen., FMiikfiye was brought to trial by the
War Crimes Commnissicn in S;y,a_p_qi_g‘ I was present at the trial and
gave evidence, One of the war erimes alleged against him was the
execution of these four men, Lta Gen. Fuluye was convicted upon this
charge and has since been shot,e &

34e Although the only working-camps on Singapore Island in which'I
was stationed, apart from Changi Basg Camp,; were River Valley Road,
Havelock Road and Sime Rnad Ceomps, had rsgular contact with officers
and men fraa the other working-caipd on Singapore Island, and I can
testify partly frem whai I wvas told|and partiy from what I saw on
occasional visits that the general pcrdilicns prevailing were
approximately thc szme in each of he working..camps on Singapore
Islands Except for the period April 1943 to December 1943, when I
was in Siam, I wac on Singapore T¥slanc all the timee. The other
working=-camps in vhich conditions were approximately the same are the
following:- The Great werid. Alarm|Road, Nermanton Camp, Kranji Camp,
Bukit Timah Camp and Yanjong FRhuo| Howcver, the rations supplied by
the Japanesé deteriorated steadily| both in bulk and quality as the
war went ong until the last eight ménths of the war, when everyone
was on a starvation diets I myselfl, without having acquired any
disease except skin ailments, was 3«Stone below my normal weight on
release,s I regavrded myself as a fit man campared with most of my
fellow-prisoncrs, \

35¢ From August 1942 to about May \‘1943, sqme 40,000 allied P.0,Ws
were dispatclied from Singapore to work on tHe Burma,/.giam Railwaye

These included over 10,000 Dutch troops traijsferred from the NztlLer-
lands Basv Indiece In addition a large awmber of troops sailed frcm
Singapo. to Formosae Japan or Koree, Tnus furing my absence in Siam =
April 1943 %o Dscemoer 1943 - there wore only about 6,000 PeQoWe ieft
on Singapore Island, and their accommodation\at Changi Camp somewaiet
improvede \

36e In April, 194, the 3,500 civilian interneces were transferred
from Changi Gaol to Sime Road Camp where they remained until the end
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of the war. In their place 5,000 PeOsWe were placed in Changi Gaol,
and 5,000 more were confined in very crowded huts which they had to
build for themselves round the Gaol wallse For the last 16 months

of the war, Changi Gaol thus contained seven times as many people as
it had been built to accommodates Four\men were gept in each single
cell - onc sleeping on the only sleeping'platform provided, two on the
floor and one across the open Asiatic latrine. I myself was living in
Changi Gaol for three weeks in April and May 1944, and thereafter unti.
the war ended I was living in a warder's/quarter within a few yards of
the Gaol and generally spent several hours of the day inside the Gaol

on dutye
& = —— -
@ " ¢ i ——" ; i
L e 37« From sanetime towards the end of j.9l;2 or early 1943, most of the

fitter men in Changi Camp were employéd in the construction of a
Japanese military aerodrame at Changi, which was completed a few monthe
before the end of the ware From the beginning of 1945 till July 1945
sanme new working-camps werc formed on Singapore Island, including
River Valley Road (which was re—openc}é,), Tanjong Pogar and Kranji and e
Johore Bc.h:ru. PeOeWe in these campg, and approximately 14500 of the |
PedeWe at Changi, were employed for about 7 months cntirely on the-
construction of Jupanese defence-works, particularly entrenchments,
weapon pits, tunnels, anti-tank ditches and gun-emplacemcntse 4 small
party of Pe.OeWe were campulsorily employed by the Japanese at Alexandre
Ordnance Depot in repairing Japanes¢ guns and mortarse For the last
two years of the war a party of several hundred P.0.We were confined
in Blakang Mati Island in Singapor¢ harbour, handling and storing
Japanese bombs, Fram 5th November, 194}, till the end of the war
Singapore Island was being bambed at frequent intervals by the Allies
and the employment of P.0OeWe in an Ordnance Depot and a bomb-store w
definitely the employment of P.04'Ws on work which was dangerous and.
work in dangerous zoness

38, It is true to say that on Singapore Island the supply of mediecal
stores was always grossly below the reasonable reguirements of the
P,0.We For instance emetine - essential for the cure of widespread
amoebic dysentery « was never provided except in negligible quantitiese
Clothing and boots were always in rcasmglj short of requirements.
From January 1944 not only the v:utamm content, but also the bulk of
food rations provided by the .Tapa.nese, were grossly inadequates For
R example, at Changi during the lastl six months of the war, the daily
H* GL our ¥ Jallowancc per man was 8 ozs. of r:.pe or maize with a spoonful of dried
( fish, and about 2 to 3 ozse of vegetables: severzl additional ozs. of
O4(‘ve£,etableu were grown by the pris

was issucde’
\—BE‘I‘T:BQI'J. became practically universal togethor with the other deficienc
5(_4\9\95 % P"”‘* dlseases.\ On this diet all men lost weight rapidly, but in spite of
rcom e t€, who werc not totally incapacitated were compelled to do
w / maiual lebour for which the griater proportion were in no way physic-
& ugm/pt ,M'Jt «ally £ite One ward at Changi durlng the last few months of the war
was set aside Tor over 100 Men whose weight had fallen below 100-lbss
and its occupants were kept allve by\ a voluntary contmbutlon made from

their own rations by the other men in the campe

"1cident known \as the "Double Tenth?
but the sto has been told to -

uding the Rte|Reve the Bishop of
S:Lngapore and Mre "i. He Scott now

Counsellor to fthe Special C sxioneiD
for South East isias On or shortlly after this dgy the Japs
about 4O mvmr eivi Ilms, mo erc then inte éd"ml Gaol, and

'On 10th October, 1943. the
At this time I ‘was in Sian

bambes €6Ils, two ladies being put =among men Without any privacy
whatevers Thefonly sanitation provided was an| open lavatory without

| any means of foncealment in the middle of the jcell or cagej and all

[ prisoners, a time when many were suffering [from dysentery, had to

' drink the yater out of the lavatiorye The n were not tortured apart

oneof the | 4dies v As daﬁ*oﬁ/iPUM 57;4[4/70%3__
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from this gross humiliation, but some of the men were taken every day
out of thése cages and were tortured by the Japanesé members of the
Kempeitaies These to es took the form of kicking, flogging and
striking, electric shocks on thc body and limbs and hanging up with
ropes attached to the arm Onc British civilian as thc result of
torture attempted to commit @“ﬁ’cﬁd-c by jumping out of the mndq}l;v_wnen
his friends poimted-out to an interpreter of the Kempeitai that he had
broken his pelvis in the fall, the Japanese kicked him in the groine
Of the civilianms who had bzen arrcsted 15 died under torture or as the
result of 35 Facluuiug vhe Colonied Sseretary of Singapore and the
Chief I.zal edviser to the Covernmsni, I have interrogated since the
war has veecn over, caoviatn Jananese persocnnel who voluntarily admitted
to me that vhey had iaken part in these tortures and twenty of them
who have since been brought to trial in Singapore have been convicted
in respeet of offences camnitted by them involving torture.

40, In about March 1942, the Japanese started to use Outram Road Geol
in Singapore as a prison for P.0O.We who were suspected or had been
convicted by Japanese Military Courts of offences ageinst the extra-
ordinarily harsh regulations concerning P.0sWe Among those first
confined in Outram Road Gaol were Major O'Neill, I.M.Sey and Lte HOW
Capte Marriott, Argyll and Sunderland Highlanders, who werc put in
Outram Road Gaol in april, 1942, These two had been captured in the
north of Johore after being cut-off in the jungle since Januvary 1942
in the Slim battle. The Japs who captured them said that they were
being sent to Changi P,0.W. camp, but owing to a mistake on the part of
their escort they were handed over to the Kempeitail in Singapore who
kept them for one night at the YeMeCese Building (Kempeitai Headquarter
and then placed them in Oubtram Roxd Gaole 4 few weecks later they were
brought up for trial, were sentenced, on false grounds, to 5 and 4
years Penal Servitude, and were sent back to Outram Road Gaole 4n
officer and several ORs of their party were captured in Johorec a day or
80 later by the same Japanese who said that Major OfNeill and
Lte Marriott had already been sent to the Changl Pe0eW, Camp and that
they were going to the same places. This second party duly arrived in
Changi Camp a few days later and became ordinary P.0.W., whereas
Major O0!Neill and Ite Marriott, who had been their companions in the
jungle, were sentenced to bw conviets for the rest of the ware I
discussed this matter in detail with the Officer of the second party
while in Changi and he voluntecred to state these facts to the Japaness
Also early in Jamuary 1943, I received an official verbal report from
Lte Marriott in Changi P.Q.W. hospital to which he had been tempnraml_,
released fram Outram Road Gaolesuffering fram acute beri-beris
He was latcr sent back to Outram Road Gaol to continue secrving his
scntenceedm I also heard an official eoral rcport from Major O'Neill
about 20th August, 1945, he then having servcd some 3% ycars of his
sentencc in Outram Road Gaole In about February 1943, I put all the
facts before Major General Arimura, Ge0eCey Pe0.We Malaya. He said
that obviously there had been a miscarriage of justice, particularly
in the case of Major 0'Neill, who had been looking after sick men in
the jungle in accordance with his duty as a medical Officcre In spite
of this Major O’Nelll was left in Outram Road Gaol for 2% more years as
a convicte

le As regards the treatment of allied PeOeWe in Outram Gaol during
the period March 1942 to <dugust 1945, I learnt the following fram
frequent conversations with about twenty of. them vho were sent back to
the Changi P.0OeWe hospital when very sick as the result of their
confinement there. These men were inspected at intervals at Changi by
a Japanese Medical Officer, who sent them back to Outram Road Gaol when
they had somewhat recovered.

42 Japanese convicts werc used as warders over Allied PeQelWlg; these
PeOeWe had to sit at attention in solitary confinement foar upwards o
14 hours per day and slept under a naked electriec bulbe Their
rations were grossly insufficient and less than those given to the
Japanese convicts. PeQeWe were severcly beaten by Japanese warders




b

<

)

-11-

and convicts at frequent intervals for alleged and often imaginary
offences, No medical inspections were conducted and two Japanese
Medical Officers fram Outram Road Gaol appeared as defendants at a

War Crimes trial in Singapore on this charge in Jdugust 1946, I gave
evidence at +these trials and have not yet heard the result. Jmong
the Defendants at this trial were also over 30 of the warders and
Japanese convicts at Outram Road Gaol and two Comandants of the Gaols

43 In the Asiatic civilian side’ of Outram Road Gaol 14200 prisoners |
died during the last 14 months of the ware Their names have already
been published in the Singapore presse. The Japanese Comnandant of the
Asiatic civilian side of this prison was the first Japanese to be
arrested by the Allied Forces in September 1945 and will be coming up
for trial in Singapore in Secptember this yeare

4he  In about June 1944, in my capacity as interpreter at Changi PeQeWe
Cemp I was ordered by the Japanese to go to the entrance of Changi Gaol
to receive four prisoners temporgily released fram Outram Road Geol on
account of sicknesse I myself lifted these four men out of the bus in
which they had arriveds Two were British and two were Dutche. They were
so thin that they weighed only a few stone each and so weak that they
could scarcely whispere Their bodies were covered with scabies. I

know that two of tham died a few days later in the Pe0Oe'ie Hospital at
Changi and I read the Post Mortem report by an Australian lMedical Office:x
which stated that thelr bowels were as thinaas tissue paper from
starvation, There was left in the bus a rough wooden box. I lifted thc
1id of this and saw inside the cmaciated body of an elderly European in
civilian dress. His knees were drawn up and his hands were claspe
across his shrunken bodye :

e

45« The building of the Bumma/Siam Rai was a military project
undertaken to meintain and supply the Jdpanese forces in Burma,
particularly for the Japanese proposed invasion of India., Without this
railway the Japanese forces in Buria had o depend on hazardous sea
cammnications liable to sea and air attack from Indiae

L6« PeOsWe started to leave Singapore large numbers by sea and
railway fran about June 1942 onwardse. st of these were sent to work
on the Burma/Siam Bailway, but none of them were told they were going
to work there before they lefte I first learnt that a Railway was being
built in about December 1942 from a sick P.OsWe who had been sent to
Changi from Outram Road Gaol where he had/ been sent to serve a sentcnce
imposed upon him by a Japanese Court in Siam,

47 The Railway itself was built through mountainous rain-jungles
When campleted—itwas about 300 miles long and formed a link between

the existing Siamese Railway at Kenburi (Si=m) and the Burmese Railway
at Thanbuzyat (Burma)s, liork was begun in/June or July, 1942 and the two
ends wére joined near Konkoita at the enh of October 1943 Approximate
ely 10,000 P,O.We were sent by sea to Moulmein (Burma) and built the
railway fram Thanbuzyat to the Three Pagodas Pass between Burma and Siams
The rest of the P.O.iie built the Railway Northwards from Kanburi to the
Three Pagodas Passe

48e The first P.OeWe to go to Moulmein were all Justralian except the
interpreter who accompanied them who was a British Officer named Capte We
Drower. This party was known as A Force, I met Ceptain Drower and Lte
Col. inderson, VeCe, of As Force at Sonkurai Camp (Siam) in October, 1943
and they told me that since they left Singapore over 20 Po0.W. had been
shot by the Japanese after recapture for attempting to escapes They said
that this had happened at Victoria Point and other places. They also

told me that at Victoria Point the P,0sWe had been building an aerodrome
for the Japanese,
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49 On cazpletion of the R.ilwny, the PeOeiie grodunlly moved south

down the Rrilwcy into the plnins of Sigm apart from sane who were

retained on the Railway in maintenance/squadss In December 1943, and
Lpril I9Ll, 64000 PeOele, the uurvivorks of the F and H Forces were sent
back to Chungl Camipy Singapers| the ropmainder of the PeO.We remained 3
in Siam until the end of the war sith the exception bf same who were

sent oversenss: [The Gasualties in ¥ Horde which I accompanied myself
were 34087 British and Australian Pmi‘m out of 74000 during the period
April 1913 to April 19ls o casualtics in H Force were 900 British,
australion and Dutéh PeOsis out of 34000 during the same period.
Accurate nainsl rolls werc kept in respect of both Forces which I
myself saw and they showed the cause jof deathe During the same period

F Force was boing guarded and adninigtered by about 250 Japanese and
Korean guards, of whem one Korean died from choleras. There weére no
Japanese deathss i Force to the nortir of us suffered 800 - 1,000

deaths out of 94000 Ps04\s during approz:matbly the same periode Out

of about 300 Japanese and Korean guards, two only died from natural

causes, and two others in o{:hc.r Wayss

50¢ In addition to enploying P«OJie on the construction of the
Railwayy the JFapanese employed Asiafic eivilians of whom the majority
were Indiens, especially Tarilss cre were also some Siamese and a
latige number of Burmesé. _The totallhumber of P.0.We employed was over
\«"1404000 of whan over 16,000 died during 1943 to 1945s 41l these deaths

are recorded generally with the pla¢e, datc and cause of deathe The
total number of Asiatic labourcrs ¢nployed by the Japanese on the
Railway and on other railwey and #‘oad construction work in Siem will
never be accuratcly knowm because the Japanese kept no proper records
either of the lsiaties they employed or of their deathss War Crimes
Investigation Teams have been engag,ed in investigating the “fate of
tlese hstatics—wifice a year ago “and estinates asto the mumbers
enployed by the Japanese vary fron QO 000 to 150,000 and of their deaths
50,000 ’co lOOLOOO. I myself and other British Officers were in frequent
cantaét with Asiatic labourcrs on the Railway between April 1943 and
Deceuber 1943 and we received frequient coaplaints from some that they
had been cheated by the Japanese into going there by promises of good
working conditions and pay, from othérs that they had been kidnapped
fron their hohlies and places of workiithout tine to settle their affairs
or say goodbye to their families and Nhad been taken by train to Siame

51e In April, 1943, I myself reccived from the Japanese Staff Officer
of the GeOeCe P.ODeiie Malaya at Changi, orders for 7,000 British and
sustralian troops to prepare for an druiediate move by train, which was
likely to take 4 dayse On instructilons from the senior British Officers
ab Changi, I informed this Staff Officer verbally and with full written
details, that only 5,000 reasonably fit nen were left in Changie After
consulting his General this Staff Officer told me that 2,000 unfit men
rmust be included in the 7,000 to make up the number. He gave e orders
to pass to the senior P.0.Wwe officen in Changl Camp to the following
effects~ (a) th€ reason for the move of the 7,000 men was that the food
situation in Singapore was difficult and would be better in the new
place; (¥) this was not a working party and unfit men would have a better
chance of recovery rith good food in 'a pleasant hilly place and with
good facilities for recreation; (c¢) there would be no marching except
for a short distance fraom the train to a nearby camp and transport would
be provided for baggage and men unfit to march; (d) rusical instruments
including 3 pianos were to be take:; (e) gramophones, blankets, clothing
and mosquito nets would be provided at the new camps; (f) a good canteen
would be available in each camp and (g) the force would include a medical
party of 350 with equimnent for a cehtral hospital of 400 patientse
I explained on two occasions to the Staff Officer that these 2,000 nen
were non-walking sicke He replied that the journey would entall no
narching and that if the men were well enough to survive 4 days and
nights in a train they would have a better chance of recovery as the
food and conditions at our destination would be rmch better than on

|
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Singapore Islands ' This pariy was therefore, conposed of 3,600
Australians and 3,400 British including a total of 2,000 unfit men and
was called F, Forcee

52¢ ' Fo Force started to entrain from Singaporc on about 18th JLpril
19)3, and proceeded in thirtcen train loads of about 550 nen each
leaving on 13 successive days., The railway journey fron Singapore to
Bampong in Siam lasted U4 days and 4 nights and was made in steel box
cars which accormodated about 27 men in each sitting on the floors
Food and water were short throughout the journey and none was issued

to Noe 7 train, in which I travelled, during the last 24 hourse I was
thén a Major acting as Jap interpreter and Staff Officer to Lte Cole Se

Wwe Harris, O.BoEe, Rews, Who was recognised by the Japanese as the
senior and representative O0fficer of the whole Forte, Ite Cole Harris's
other Staff QOfficer was Lte Cole FoJoDillon, MeCe, Therec was no latrine
accaxiodation on the journey and men were expected to relicve themselves
on the tracks .

53¢ On arrival at Bampong ry trainlozd (Noe 7) was marched about 2
niles to’'a transit camp which was in a filthy condition having been
used previously by many thousands of isiatic labourers. .11 the heavy
baggage brought with us was added by ordcrs of the Japanese to that of
the previous six train parties in an unguarded dunp at the side of the
roade I saw Siamese and Japanese stealing property from this dunpe.

On arrival at this transit Canp we spoke to the Officers of Noe 6 party
who were making preparationg to march their men out of the camp. They
told us that they had to march to Kanburi sane 50 kilos distant from
Barpong and that the previous five parties had already left on this march
the day after each of then had arrived at Banmpongs I went with Lte Cole
Harris and protested strongly to a Japanese Lte of the Malayan FPeOeile
Mnministration who was giving orders for this march. He said that it
could not be helped as there was no transport and that all the men would
have to march 100 kilos to Tarsoe. .Jctually the distance covered by

the whole of F Force on this narch was 300 kilos and it was accanplished
in about 2} weckse dJpart fram the fact that 2,000 men had been
recognised by the Japs as non-walking sick, everyone was weakened by the
four days train journey in great heat and most cramped and uncoufortable
conditions and by the shortage of food and watere Noe 7 party left
Barpong the day after arrival and the men were in no condition to underw
take this march, especizlly as they had to carry all their own kit,
large quantities of medical stores and cooking utensils and support
many of their weaker cawradese

. 5le Wnile I was at Bampong, a Korean guard was responsible for issuing
the food outside the Japanese Officers' guarterse I saw hin strike
several officers and men with the steel shaft of a golf vlub and I was
informed by an Officer that he had broken a PeOse's arm with it on the
previous daye

55« On orders of the Japanese Officer I nyself went by lorry with

Lte Cole Harris and two other Officcrs from Bampong to Tarsoe to set up
the PeOewe Headquarters theree. At Tarsoe there was the Headquarters of
the GeOsCey PeOusile Siame We went there immediately to try to ameliorate
the conditions of the P.O.We in F. Force who were being campelled to
undertake this arduous march in contravention of the pranises which
Lte.Cols Harris and I had received at Changi. We were received by the
Japanese interpreter of the Japanes¢ Headguarters who said that Fe Force
was under the camand of the Ge0eCe, PeOswe lalaya and was not the
responsibility of PaOe¢ite Siame He refused to allow us to speak to any
Japanesé Officer, On our return to the staging caup at Tarsoe that
evening, we found about 400 .ustralians of one of the earliest train
parties of Fe Force paraded ready to march; on the opposite side of the
road about 20 australians were sitting whose fect and legs were in such
bad condition fram blisters and ulcers, that they were unable to march
having already marched 100 kilos during the last six dayse I saw the
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Japanese Corporal in command of the Tarsoe Staging Camp hitting these

men with a bamboo to meke them stand on their feet; I saw him then
strike them on the bottan with his bamboo and when they walked two or
three paces I heard hin say, "You can wallk® and I saw hin send then
across the road to join the main party which had to march 30 kilos that
night to thc next staging campe This was at 20400 hourse I stopped this
Japanese Corporal fram beating the sick men and fron kicking one on an
open ulcer on his shin and made him send tha all back into the staging
campe When the next party drrived the following morning having marched
25 kilos the previous night, I suggested to Illajor Bruce Hunt, lLeiielleCe,
who was the Medical Officer accampanying the party, that he should parad
immediately as nmany of his men as he thought were unable to camplete the
rest of the night's marche 4t my suggestion the Japanese Corporal in
comand of Tarsoe Staging Camp then accompanied nyself and these 50 sick
men to a medical inspection which I had arranged should be held by the
Jepanese Medical Officer of the Headquarters of the P.0.W. Adninistration
of Siam. He was a Lieutenant in the Imperial Japanese .Jamy. This
Lieutenant examined and $reated the 50 men and at ny request and in ny
presence gave orders to the Japanese Corporal that 36 of them should be
allowed to rest in Tarsoe Staging Camp and should not be required to
rarch that night, J4nong these 36 was an Australian Chaplain whor: I had
particularly indicated to the Jap lledical QOfficer as a non-cambatant who
was suffering fraa a weak heart. The Japanese Medical Officer gave these
orders in my presence to the Japanese Corporals Wwe then marched back to
the Staging Camp vihere I heard the Japanese Corporal give orders to the
PeQoive that only 14 out of the 50 sick men should be allowed to stay in
Tarsoe Staging Camp that night and that the remminder rust marche I
immediately walked back to the Headquarters of the Siam PeOsiie administra
ion and repcrted what I had heard to thie sane Japanese Medical Officer
who was extremely angry and wrote an order to the Japanese Corporal in
camand of the Staging Canp that 36 ren should be excused from marching
that night, which he handed to his own Segeant Major who accarpanied me
back to the Staging Camp. He gave this order to the Corporal and then
returned to me saying, "The Corporal is a very hard mane He says that
only 14 men are excused by hin fraa marching tonight"e I said, "Do not
Corporals obey the orders of Officors in the Imperial Japanese Army?¥

at his request I then returned to the Headquarters of the PeOsiie
Adninistration Siam where both the Japanese Sergeant lajor and I explaincd
the situation to the Japanese lMedical Officere I requested that the
Japanese Medical Officer or the Sergeant lajor should caize to the Staging
Camp at 2000 hours to easure that the 36 men were not required to march
that nighte The Japanese lledical Officer said, "ie are too busy. You,
Major wild, rmust ensure that these 36 men do not march®, I said, "I an
a PeOelve and cannot give orders even to a Japanese Corporals Il I do I
shall be beaten.® He said, "You will not be beatens I have ordered the
Corporal not to beat anyone¥,. I then returned to the Staging Canpe

At 2000 hours I paraded all the narching party emcept the 36 sick nen wha
I paraded on the other side of the roade The Japanese Corporal sent back
to the Staging Camp 14 sick men and said that the other 22 sick men must
march that nighte When I explained to him again the order of the Japanesc
liedical Officer, I was severely beaten with bamboo sticks by the Corporal
and five of his mene During this beating Major Bruce Hunt stepped in
front of me and showed the Japanese hi Red Cross Jrm bande They struck
hin on the hand and broke a finger in his left hend; they threw him to
the ground by ju Jitsu and strueck him on the head with bamboo stickse

The 22 sick men then voluntarily walked across the road calling out that
they would not see their officers treated in this fashione Three of
thenm were carried back into the Staging Canp half an hour later having
collapsed on the road and the justralian Chaplain died at the next camp
after the marche I nyself was ordered by the Corporal to stand to
attention all night as a punishment, The three officers who witnessed
the episode were Lts Cole SeweHarris, OeBeEe, Redes Lte Cole CaTeHutchinsc
MeCey Redey and Lte Cole FeJeDillon, MeCey Roiiey ;

566 ~ On epproximately 4th May, 1943, I arrived in Konkoita S'baging Canp
with the above threec Lte Colonelse I saw there sever paln roofed huts
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which were filled with several hundred isiatic labourers suffering from
cholera, as diagnosed by our .own lledi¢al Officerss I saw a party of
approxinately 500 lustralian PeO.iie| accormodated in the irmediate
vicinity of these huts on ground contlaminated with faeces deposited by
tnese coolies and heavily 1.Ji‘csted w:,th fliese

57 The same evening I arrived at wor Nieke Camp which was the first
Headquarters of the Japanese Lite. Cole cormanding F. Force. The sane
evening I went with Lte Col, Harris se¢ the Jap Camander of F. Forcc
Ite Col. Harris said to him in my prepence, "Unless you bye-pass Konkoita
Camp where nany hundreds of coolics afre suffering from cholera and allow
the P.0eiie to sloep on the roadside rhther than in that contaminated
camp, you will infect the whole of F.|Force with Cholera. as an altern-
ative I suggest that the whole march af F. Force should be stopped for th
time being®s The Japanese Ltes Colonell did not agrec and I know for a
fact that everyone of the thirteen mardghing parties of Fe. Force was
conpelled to spend at least tienty four\hours in Konkoita Staging Camp
in the conditions I have described,

58e 4 few days later vhile I was still in Lower Nieke Camp, an
<ustralian Medical Officer came to e and said *I have’'a cholera case
on riy hands this evening®, ‘dithin the next thrce weeks, we had 1,500
cases of cliolera in the six labour canps occupied by Fe Forces To deal
with this, as the Japanese had failed to bring up any medical supplies
beyond those which we had carried for 300 kilos ourselves, we had only
one cholera boxe e PeOeite saved thc lives of about 600 of those who
suffered from cholera by laprovising cholera sets from pointed splinters
of bamboo joined by rubber tubes from Doctors! stethescopes to bamboo
containers into which we put a mizgure of! s/tream water and table salts

59e The conditions under which I saw F. Force during May/October 1943,
were that almost every man who could stand on his feet was taken out to
work fron before first lisht until after sunset by the Railway engineers
of the Japanese Arryye I saw this happen in Nieke, Sonkurai, and Upper
and lower Sonkurai caimps during this periods I myself knew scores of
British and Justralian troops who lad not seen thacir camps in daylight
for several monthse l? '

60s The monsoon rain brolke during this march early in May 1943 and
fran then until early October 1943, rain fell almost continuously., The
road was a rough jungle track capable of being used by motor wechicles
only during the dry secasone Conditions during the last six stages of the
narch were quite appalling as the men had to walk all night in pitch
darkness through deep mud, heavily'laden and carrying their sick comrades
on improvised stretcherse Except for a few tents at Tarsoe no shelter
whatsoever was provided at the 15 Staging Camps between Bampong and the
final destinationes Food supplies on the march consisted of inadequate
quantities of rice and vegetable stew and there was insufficient drinking
watere 4t Kanburi Staging Canp the P.O. we had to buy their drinking
water from the Sianecses

6le All the men were completely exhausted by this march of 300 kilos,
The men who had started off sick had becane seriously ill and even the
fitter rmen had warn themselves out by carrying their weaker corwades.
The destination of Fe Force was six labour Camps spaced out along the
road in thick mountainous jungle over a distance of about 40 kilos just
south of the Three Pagodas Passe. Tliese camps fron South to North were
Lower Nieke, Nieke, Lower Sonkurai, Sonkurai, Upper Sonkurai and
Changaraya. I renained in Lower Nielie Camp and was for two months in
cormand of it during the period May 1943 to July 1943. I spent three
weeks in Nieke Camp - July 1943 to .';.ugust 1943 - and from 3rd August 1943,
until the middle of November 1943, I|was in Sonlurai Camp and visited
Lowver and Upper Sonkurai Camps on duty at intervals during that time.
Also as Lte Cole Harris! Staff Oi‘ucef. I saw all the official correspond-
ence which passed between hin and the/senior British and Justralian :
of ficers in the other camps and as interpreter I was in daily contact with
the Japanese Officers, the Japanese and Korean guards and the Japanese
|
|
|
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Railway Engineers. I can state that l}ving conditions amd treatizent
of PeOeiWe in 2ll these camps were approximately the salice

62, These six Camps contained large huts for the troops built cf
bariboo. These consisted of two split baimboo platforms each 12 %
wide running the whole length of the hut on either side of an earthen
passagewaye when F Force arrived in these camps in May 1943, none of
the huts had roofs and material for roofing them did not arrive for
several weckse No roofingz material was|ever received in Lower Nielke
Camp durinz Lay to July, 1943, except sore rotten leaking canvas and
enough atap paln to roof half of one huf. In consequence of $his
thousands of P.0..e spent several weeks| during the continual monsoon
rains without any covering except their|own clothing or banana leaves.
The Japanese and Koreans always had go:%dw accorriodation for themselvess
63. By the middle of July, 1943, that is to say about ten weclks
after leaving Singapore, out of 7,000 rlen /more than 1,500 had died and
only 700 were still going out to work of Wwhom half were sick men
themselves,s I stated the facts ryysclf _at% that tine to the Japanese
It. Col, Cormanding Fe Forces All the remaining members of the Force
were by then lyinz siek in the various canps except for a snall
number enployed on nmedical and adninistrative duties. By November,
1943, seven months aftcr leaving Singapore, 3,000 men had died out of
the 7,000, In January 1944, at Changi, ‘Singapore, I acted as
interpreter for two Japanese licdical Officers conducting a medical
exanination of 3,000 members of F, Force who had returned from Sian
in December 1943 or had since had six weeks canplete rests Out of

the 5,000 +the Japanese Medical Officers were able to find 125 fit for
light duty only. <t this time another 900 imen of Fe Forcec had been
left in Sian either as too sick to survive four days in the train or
as nedical and administrative personnel in charge of tharle

b4e On 3rd iugust, 1943, I arrived in Sonlurai Camp and went into
the largest hut in ~hich over 700 Pe.Oewe Were lying sicke It had no
walls, the roof was lecaking and a strcan of water was running down
the carthen passagewaye These 700 men were packed as closely as they
could liec with their bodies touchingz one another from end to end of -
the hut on the split bamboc platforms on gach side of the passagewaye
They werc clotheu in rags, were very thing, and few of then had any
blanketse In thc middle of the hut about 150 men were lying together
suffering from tropical ulcers, I saw some uleers which extended fron
the ankle to the knce; in many cases the shin bone was visible, The
stench of rotting flush was overpowcring and the dressings used were

‘largely banana leaves wrapped round with putteese 270 men died in this

hut in Jugust, 1943 During this month I went almost daily through
this hut with a Korcan guard to take morning roll call. It was a
cormon sight to sce a dead man lying among the live oncs and I regular-
ly saw fram six to ten dead bodies lying outside the hut awaiting
disposal having died during the nighte Thqy were then wrapped in a
rnat and slung from & bamboo between two nen for carrying to the
cenicterye OF the 1,600 British troops Wh? marched into this camp

in May 1943, more than 1,200 were dead by!November 1943, I stayed
myself in this camp for 33 nonthse §oa

65 In Sepheber, 1943, I was informed by the Japanese Officer in
camand of Sonlarai Camp that an order [had come from the Regimeni of
Ingineers for whon we were working tlmtf’this hut rust be evacueted

and that the 700 sick men in it were to/ be put out into the junglee

He told ne that the reason for this order was that so few nen were
going out fo work and thes the hubt was tgoin:; $o be filled with dsistiec
labourers ‘who would arrive by the eud Jof the mezi7, They did in fact
so arrive, but by a lucky cherce I had |succecded in getting this order
cancelled and they were accorriodated elscwhercs ‘

!

|
|
66e The work on which the Pulsie were engaged at Sunkurai fran May ‘
1943 to October 1943, was the construction of a heavy timber bridge \ \

\
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across a river gorges This bridge alone cost the lives of over 1,000
PeOeite in six rionths. Working hours were invariably fran first light
until long after darke One norning I remember the working psrty
coring back into camp at 0230 hours an@ leaving again for worli at
0630 hours. The workinz party used to stand in rags in the rain at
the mornin: parade. Few of ther: had boots and trench feet becane
alnost universal through working for such long hours in the nwuds
Over 100 nien also worked in a quarry where their bare feet got cut
and thése cuts frequently turned into tropical ulcers. ALt the nornir,
parade, the mumber of nen appearing for work was always less than the
Japanese demanded owingz to the large number of sicke I recall that
in early lugusi, 1943, the total nusber of men in Sonkurai Canp was
about 1,200 of when less than 200 were able to go out to worke In
order to nzke up the numbers at the morning parade, Japanese engineers
used to look at sick rien fron the Hospital and gemerally took saue of
these out to work as well in spite of the protests of our medical
officers, waich were nade throuszh me as interpretere I have seen sick
nen carried out to work by their camrades and nany in the working
party could only walk by poling therselves along with a bamboos They
called themselves "the Gondoliers®, \ -

67 The reasonm\ that so nany of us were in rags was that during th;\\\\7
seven nonths we were in the junsle we received no boots from the
Japanese and no clything except one pair of cotton drawers called
*Tojo step-ins®, [Ue also received 1,000 sacks between 7,000 nen to
use as kilts and blanlets.;, The result was that P.OsWi. werc constrai:
ed to go to work barefodted, hatless and wearing shorts or loin cloths
onlye

|

8s The Py0eWe weem subjected daily to frequent beating and other
ill-treatment by the Japangse Engincers under whon they workeds These
beatings were not for disciplinary purposes, but intended to drive men
to work when they were ali?idy below the physical limits of their
endurance from under-nourishient and siclmess. PeOsife officers always
acconpanied their men to work\and atterpted to protect them fron
ill-treatments They were freguently beatcn themselves for doing soe

I renember protesting to the Japanese Lte Colonel in cauand of F
Force in Sonkurai 6ap in Scptember, 1943, that a British Major had
been beaten five times that day| by the Engineers for trying to protect
his nene 48 interpreter it was \ny duty to intervene whenever nen were
being beatcen in the Canps wiere I was or to protest to the Japanese
Officer whenever beatingzs were reported to me by the victimse I had
to perforn this duty on a great nuwiber of occasions and even several
times in a single daye

69+ In about 'October, 1943, the reilway line was laid throuzh
Sonkurai Camp by A Force along the cuttings and embankments and over
the bridge we had mades I saw a Jepanese engineer standing on the

railway truck in which the wooden sleepers were stacked, 4 continuous
line of P.0eWe werc walking up to this truck from which each pair of
men lifted a sleeper and carried it down the track to lay ite During

about ten minutes I saw the Japanese strike on the head with a stick
every nan who came up to the truck to feteh a sleeper. On another
occasion about this time, a British cook in Sonkurai Camp was struck
on the head with an axe by a Japanese guarde. I showed this man and his
wound to the Japanese Officer,.

70e  In about October, 1943, I received a report from the Senior
Medical Qfficer of F Force to the following effects On visiting
Upper Sonkurai Camp that day on an official visit of inspection he had
been inforped by the PoOewe Officer there that for the past week a
large hut containing sick F.0.we had becn bombarded at irrezular
intervals thxouzhout the day with brokea rock from blasting in a
neighbouring guarrye The sick men in'the hut in which the death rate
was then averaging about five per day, were in a state of nervous
tension verzing'on hystceria as they never knew when the next blast
woulé come and hurl broken rock among then through the flimsy paln
leaf roofe The Scenior [amstralian Officer had made several protests
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to the Japanese Canp Cormander without success. One man had already
received a broken arm fram a piece of falling rock and had died a
few hours afterwards fron a canbination|/of this and his previous
illness. Many of the sick men who should have been lying down were
sitting upright on their bamboo sleeping platforms holding their
sleeping mats over their heads. On hearing this report, I walked
from Sonlawrel to Upper Sonkurai where I confirmed the Senior Medical
Officcer's report nyselfs I noticed that the ground on all sides of
the hut accormodating sick men was closely littered to a considerable
distance with pieces of broken rock which, I was informed, had been
hurled into the canp by these explosionse

71. Anonz the work which FeOee had fo do was the lifting and
carrying of heavy tree trunks. It was extremely difficult in view of
the slippery and sodden state of the ground and the absence of boots,
I received nany cauplaints frai the PeOeWe that the Japanese engineers
frequently used just sufficient PeCews to lift a tree trunk from the
ground on to their shoulders and would then take away half the nen
and make the remaindeér carry ite I have seen this happen nyself. In
about Septeube:r 1943, I nyself made/a strong protest to a Japanese
Officer to the effect that on that day while a party of .ustralians
were carrying a tree trunk in this manner, one of them had slipped
and the eXtra weipght had becn too much for his campanions so that the
trunk had fellen and killed hime His age was about 18, :

.

724 here were no infirmaries for the sick in any of the six work-
ing canpse 4ll sick P.O.We therefore, had exactly the same accormo-
dation as the othcrse Operations, including the aniputation of 50
linbs on account of tropical ulcers, were generally conducted in the
open air under & mosquito nete we made frequent requests to the
Japanese to evacuate our sick down to the open plaims of Sian by the
river which ran througzh Nieke. During the whole period we were in

the jungle this river was being used| as t.e chief line of cormmmicat-
ion and barges frequently went down ite The river was in fact used
for the evacuation of the sickiby mosg of the other Pe0eWe working
parties south of Niekee In Jugust 1943, the Japanese informed us
that an infirmary for the sick FeOele tf F Force was to be established
at Tanbaya in Burma about 60 niles to the north of us across the
Three Pagodas Passe. 02 their orders/we sent about 2,000 of our sick
to Tanbaya in open trucks provided by the Japanese,s Owing to the
circumstances of this jouriey about /80 of the patients died during ite
The so-called infirmary at Tanbaya was only a collection of huts
sinilar to those in the workinz camps and no hospital equipment was
provided except that which the P,0.\ie took therselves,s Of the 2,000
nen at Tanbaya, approxinmately 800 died durinz the period dugust 1943
to December 1943« I was never at Tanbaya myself but know of these
matters from the official reports sent to Lt«Cole Harris by the
Senior Officers at Tanbaya and from conversations with the latter
during the last two years of the ware

73« In Noverber, 1943, all survivors of F, Force except same of the
nost seriously ill men at Tanbaya, were moved by train out of thc
jungle and back to Kanburi by tlle newly completed Railwgy Line, T
nyself was in charge of the last| 300 men or more at Sonkurai Camp and
I was ordered to parade these mepn by the Japanese Seérgeant in cnarge
for entraimment that evening in the Railway cutting, which by thon
ran through the campe I divided|the men up into truck loads in
accordance with the Japanese Sergeant's instructions regarding the
number ¢l tirucks, The Japanese Sergeant agreed to let nie conduct the
entraining rithout indecrudbien firon him ar his Korean guardse when
the irain arrived there were 5 truicks less than the number prazised
and the train iiself stopped 100 yawds further dowm the line and the
Japanese Sevgeant and the yapansse enzine driver refused to bring i+
back fto the right pcsitions &L lérge nunber of my nen were ol
stretchers and most of the others were sick and weake with these
had to carry all the sick men down the line and put then into :he steel
box carse We also had to put into the train a large quantity of
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cooking gear, tools and heavy boxes as the camp was beinz completely \
evacuated. Although my ren were doing their best, thie Japanese ‘
Sergeant becane greatly excited and under his shouted directions all ‘
the Koreans started pushing and hitting and kicking the nen down the |
trachoreans then forced the men into the box cars and threw |
the ooolunbm. tools, boxes, etcey on top of theme I myself |
was violently threatened by the Sergeant when I protesteds ihen the {
train left I counted 57 men in 1y own box car who were standing packea

so tightly together that we could hardly breathes Two men were lying

on stretchors on the floor among our feet, one of whon had had his leg
aputated at the thizh the previous daye. This Japanese Sergeant haa

been sentenced to 4 years imprisonnent since the war on my evidencee

o arrivel of the train at Nieke a few hours later we were successful

in reducing the number of men on board to an average of 27 per box care

I saw the Japanese ledical Officer of F Force at Nieke Station and

told him tiat many of the men remaining in the train were so ill that

they would dic before the end of the journcy, which was expected to

last 3 or 4 dayse He said that that could not be helped and that they
must goe I then asked hin to order the Korean guards to allow ne to

bury any nen who died. He said in the hearing of the guards, ¥You are
forbidden to bury any of them until you reach your destination® I

said that this would nean having stinking corpses in closed box cars

with the living mene Three box cars in this train contained 15 nen

each in an advanced state of dysentery and it was anong these that I

expected nost deatlise The Japanese Medical Officer again said, "It

cannot be helped®, and I said "Wou are a disgrace to the Imperial

Japanese arry%e Seven of ny nen did in fact die during the ensuing

journey fran Nieke to Kamburi, The bodies of six of then I zave to

PeQalie Canips at the side of the line for burial and the seventh I

buried nyself with the assistance of llajor Tracey i

opposition from two armed Korean guards, On arrival at Kamburi about

three nights later T placed on the ground in the

open outside thec station where t.ley renained from about 2200 hours

wtil about 1000 hours the follomnb norninge It was a very cold nighte
Several of then were in a dying condition when they were moved to a
neigzhbouring camp where a nuaber of then died within the next few days.

The The survivors of F. Force remained af Kamburi for about three
weeks together with H Forcee All except over 1,000 sick nen with medical
and adninistrative personnel were then sent in December 1943, by ship
and train to Sinzapores Two nights before LteCols FeJeDillon was due
to leave with the last party, we were visited in Kemburi Canp by a
Japanese ¢ivilian of the local Kempeitai. He told us that the Japanese
Governnent had just ordered the Kempeitai to make enquiries in Sien
into the treat.ent of P.0e.ws theres He asked us to write a full accoun
of the treatment received by F Forcee I wa: surprised to receive this
request, because the Kempeital were there all the time and knew the
facts. 01 one occasion in September, I had nade a protest myself about
the conditions in the canps to a nember of the Hempeitai, following the
suicide of one of ny nmen, which he took down and read back to Iee

Lte Cols Dillon wrote a long report that nizght with sone assistance fro
ne and we gave it to this Japanese next morninges In it we swiarised
the facts I have stated and sane of the Preeches.pf the Conventions
involvede The Japanese cane to sec us again in the carp and at the
Station and thanked us for the report which he said had been welcaored
by the Kenpeital Officer at Kamburi, who was forwarding it at once to
the Chief of Kempeitcai ot Bangkok for onward tronanission to the
Jopanese Governnent in Tokyos A copy of the report is cvnilable and
con be produced if required,

75 The belt 05' J:mx'_;le in which F Force lived in Sion is extrencly

unheclthys The following were the prevalent diseacses fran which P.Oeitve
suffered thers - cholera, .moebic cnd bacillary dysentery, snallpox,
typhus, MI' ond BT neloria, wet ond dry beri-beri, tropical ulcers end

diptheriae Of the 3,900 survivors of F Force 95% were infected with

melaric during this periode I yself signed several decth certificates
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with as nony as 4 different diseases showing the ccuse of death of
one mnle

764 The food supplisd to F Force in;Siam consisted mainly of rice
and beans, The quentity was et tines [sufficient and at other times
incdecuate, The quality was very poode I heard it scid by the
Japanese that PeOewe were given the sané rotions as their Japanecse
and KExremn guards. This wos quite untrue during the 8 nonths I was
in Siame The Jopanese and xKoreans were regularly issued with tinned
food which was not given to the prisohers ond when an ox was slaught-
ered the usnil division was half for /about 50 guards and the other
haolf for over 1,000 EFo0swWs The rice 'and bean diet was most unsatis-
factory for the nany hundreds of men who were suffering fram dysenter;
The appalling ravages of tropical uleers, which I have seen start
fran o snall seratéh and eat away nost of the flesh on a maa's leg
within a few weeks, were attributed by our owa lMedical Officers to
the groms undernourishrient of the patients. At no tiue was anything
in the way of hospital caxforts received fron the Jopanese and the
very rare issues of medicines which/we received fron then were
insufficicnt to treat rore than a few men anong each 100 of the sick.
On nany occasions I had to protest to Japanese Officers conccrning
the sliding seale of rations whereby sick en were allowed ruch less
food than even the inadequate quantities allowed to working men until
they went out of the caup to do nortial labour againe During long
periods sick men were getiing 200-250 grames of rice, working FeO«Ws
400 and Japs were getting so nueh that they wasted it, and were
eating about 600. The Japanese frequently stated that their -
policy was ®No work no food%"s This 'cr@rel plan was designed to
starve sick men into workinze But there was no pretence about their
illness and in consequence of this deliberate starvation, many
hundreds of them diede For an exanple, on one occasion Major Bruce
Hunt gave ne a written note of a confersnce which he had had with a
Japanese Officer concernin; the sendins of sick'men out to work from
Lover Sonkurai Camp. The Japanese icey said, "in the past you have
gucen sonewhat boaatfully about huxg.ﬁty anG the Geneve Conventions
You must realise that you are our prisfk\)ne-rs and in our power and that
in the circumstances these things do nat apply®. another Japanese
Officer when asked by a British Officerk\hov: Japan could hope to
explain her treatment of Pe0cie after tle wer replied, ®A victorious
Japan will not need to cxplaint, \

Tite I understand it had been stated that outside Japan P.0s.lis wWere
not under the control of the PeQewe department in Tokyo, but under
that of the local Jrny Cormanderse This is entirely untrue , at least
as far as Mnlaya and Sian are concerned. In each place there was a
PeOewe Cormander who reported direct to and received orders direct
fron the P.0eiie departnent in Tokyo, and sent detailed lists of FeOeie
under his coriiand and of deaths occurring amons theme The local Lrmy
Cormiané controlled the PeOeiie While at work and made denands upon the
Pe0slis Cormander for the muber they required for work, but the FPeOswe
Co.mander wes responsible for the eanp and gencral adninistration of
PeOeswe Nazinal rolls of the men who died in F Force were conpiled
by the Japanese Headquarters at Nieke with thec assistance of British
PeQeiie On the orders of the Japanese lledical Officer, the word
"dysentery? wien given as the cause of death of many hundreds of PeOeiie
was invariably crossed out and the word "diarrhoeca® was substituteds
These nominal rolls were forwarded at resular intervals by the
Japanese to the Headquarters of the Ge0eCes PelOoiwe lMalaya at Chanzi
and these Headquarters at Changi regulerly forwarded lists of casual-
tics of Fe.0eWte to Tokyoe I know this as a fact because the British
Captain who was working at Chan;i for three years or more as en assist-
ant on the Jupanese records office told e =0, J4ilso a Japanese

Lte Colonel cammianding a group of 10,000 PeOsis in Burma and Sian at
this tine voluntarily informed ne recently that the Ge0eCes FeOeite
Sian was respo.sible for regularly reportin: the condition of PeOsiis
and their casualties both to the Japanese C-in~C of the Southern .y
(Field Marshall Terauchi and to the P.Oeiwe Information Bureau in Tokyo.

J
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78. No Red Cross Farcels were rcceived By P.O.ils on the Railway
during the time I was in Siame Some incauing mail was received on
our réturn to Kamburi and we were allowed to iwite one Postcard, I
think, of 25 words while we were there.

79 During the seven months in the Siam Jungle, I was in frequent
contact with many thousands of Asiatic coolies whap I saw working
heres In fact the men of F Force were normally working beside
isiatic labourers erployed on the sane worke The conditions of these
Asiatics was even worse tuan that of the PeOeies partly because they
had no organisation of their own such as we Officers maintained amon:
the PeOele and partly because the Japanese habitually treated then it
the. greatest inhumanity and worse than animalse I saw many of these
s“siatics in a dying condition and the dead bodles of many of then
lying unburied beside the road until the only flesh left on their
bodies was the soles of their fcete

80s I left Kemburi by train on 20th December 1943 and arrived back
in Singapore on 24th Decciber, 1943 The concitions during this trai
journcy were sinilar to those on the train jourmsy fron @ingaporc to
Sianl eizht months beforc, but the effect of these was far worse in
view of the broken health of the troopss

8le After we had been back in Singapare for several nonths four
British Officers were sentenced to 9 and 10 years Fenal Servitude for

an attenpt to escape fron Sonlkurei Camp in June, 1943e OFf their party
L including the leader, a Lb. Colonel, had died in the jungle. I saw

he 4 survivors at Sonkural in August 1943 after their recapturece

They werc taken from Sonlurai to Singapore where they werc imprisoned
for several months in Qutram Road Gaol in solitary confinement before
their +triale O0n arrival at OQuitram Road Gaol, the Japanese raioved

he bandages from the legs of one of them, which were covered with a
very kge number of ulccerse when I saw this Officer at Sonkurai
previously I noticed this Officer could only waik with two crubchess

He inforned rie at Changi after his final release at the end of the war
that after the Japanese had renoved his bandages they geve hin no
medical treatment whatever while he was in solitary confinenenta

In Mgust 1945, as soon as we werc inforied at Chanzi by the Japanese
GeOeCey PeOoive Malaya that the war was over, we imuediately demanded

the release of all the Allied Pe0.'%Ws who were undergoing Penal
Servitude in Outran Road Gaole The next day the Japanese delivered to
Changi Canp about 90 Allied FeQewe from the gaol whan I nyself saw on :
thelir arrival in Changls They were very thin and weak and suffering \’
fraon skin diseases, malnutrition and dysentery. Jnong then was the =1\
corplete lmerican crew of a Be29 shot down in a raid over Singapore :l\{
in 4prikl, 1945 These Jnericans had becn kept scparate from the other /L/ 5
prisoners for four months and had been subjected to a dcliberate polic;,/‘/'{/
of starvatione Chanzi Camp was relieved by the Allies about two weeks “|
later at the beginning of September, 1945, when I attended the official
Japanese surrender of General Itagaki +to Jdmiral Lord Mountbatten.

82 Sinece I have been engaged in wWar €rimes in South East Asia
Cormand, more than 300 war crimes suspects have been brought to trial
mainly in Sinsapores Of these over 100 have been sentenced to death
and over 150 to terms of Renal Servitude. About 70 arc undergoing
trial this monthe Most of these war criminals have been brought to
trial by the British, some by the Australians and a few by the Anericanc
The areas in which these war crininals have camitted offences are
Singapore, Malaya, Sian, Burma, Freneh Indo-China, Hong Kong, China,
British and Dutch Borneo, Swmrtra, Java and the .ndanans. These
ficures therefore, do not include the large nurber of war crimes sus-
pects alrecady brought to trial by Justralian Courts in the Se.B. Pacific,
by Dutch Courts in the Netherlands East Indies or by .nmerican Courts in
the Philippines, Japen and China or by Chinese Courtse I ryself have
no knowledge of the fizures for thoses

Records of the trials and convictions in South Bast .sia are
available in Singaporce \
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