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T.e carticulsrs with re urd o ki ave 2 be Tfoure on oze 519 of dns
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SummaryT. T0 08¥E. O
BGGed. Yoy are Ex:ibits £216, 2217, 2218, 2219, 2220, 2221, 2222. To
T.iz ezecount of tne cart piluyved by Araki in Uis CuuswiioCy is nocess- 4
ilv i ccount s =iven in evidence vefore tiis fribunal. With so vust &

story to tell zuy zccount must Ye ineouplete bub, tuocusk: motiing is Lere gtated
vhich has not been proved, this statement does not purpart to be a cemplete
acceunt, for all purposes, of the” oart he played.

It is izmpossidle o sor exactly when Ars-i became a party to this con-

spiracy but, if he was not one already he entered the conspiracy at least

in Deceiber 1951 wmen ne vecw-e Milister ¢f War. For the five months before ;

this appointiment he had been Cuief of the General Aiffairs Department of the
Inspectorate General of Militery Training and President of the Permanent
Examination Committee for Army Officer Students so that he held both these
senior positions at the beginning of the invasion of kanchuda. He must =
therefore have clearly undérstood what the J.panese forces were doing in
Manchuria and, by accepting the post of Minister of war whilst the invasion
was in progress, accepted at the same time responsibility for the invasion.-
Moreover not merely did he, by accepting this position, accept responsibil-
;ty for the military policy which was already beigg oursued but by order-
ing further acts of aggression, showed how fully he participated in the
whole conspiracye.

He stated, during interrogation, that he himself decided on the
occupation of General Chang's four provinces shortly after becoming War
Minister and bbtained the agreement thereto both of the cabinet and of the
Privy Council (Exhibit 1874). He further stated, “during interrogation,
that he received a request from the Xwantuug .rmy to set up Monchuria as an
independent state, that he could have refused to forward this request to
the Prime Miunister, but that he forwarded it (Exhibit 187). TItagaki told
Tenalks, according to the latter's testimony (p. 15854) that the Crbinet was

opposed to uunchuria beiuc procleinod en independent state but thet Araki

was in favor of it and told zim (Tbagaki) so.
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During interrogstion amraki stuted, in relation to the Shangail Incicent
o Jeuu.ry 28th, 1932, th.t: he first heard at & Cibinet meeting thatiie
Japanese wavy nhad larded there, that, es the lavy linister, who made the
arrouncenent, "said it {the incident) could be seviled quickly no one was
worried®, that the Navy Mirister later told nim that the navel forces
might be destroyed, he (4Areki) thereupon agreed, as did the Cebinet, that
more thern a division (ebout ten thousand troops) shiould be sent in support
and that when tho first division sent suffered difficulties he sent suothier
division in support (Eliibit 2221).

«li affidavit by Mr. Stigson, the then United States Segeretary of

Svate, stoted thet on June 23rd 1932 he heard from ¥r. G ew, the then

u:

United States .mbessador to Jupan, that Areki had stated that the League
of N:tioans resoclutions about lanc uris and the Japeresec Governnent's
statements sbout ﬁgnchuria made before Mwnchulkuo was proclaimed inGedend-
ent were not bindiug on Japan {Exhibit 1104).

araci's responsibility for the acts of aggression Guring the period
Le wes Minister of War is also showm by 2is statements during interrogation
that (1) forees caunot be sent overseas without the ccasent of the Wer,
Novy, and Foieign Ministers ond the Premier (E-hibit 2216) and (x2) is war
heé ensued s&s the result of Jezpan rejecting another govermment's protest
the whole Csbinet could have been held respornsible (Exhibit 2819),

Ir the goveraeat and .raki, the §rr Minister, hod dssired only peace
with Russia iz it comceivable that the J.psnese Military itteche in M-scow
shotld have spokey in a report of July l4th 1932, of besing "rendy to andeal
to crms against Russiau, € ina opnd under certain circumstances agsinst
inericat”  (B.Libit 701},

Perhizps even more significant, in this connection, is the despeteh
of July loth 1932 by the Chief of the Russian S:etion of the 2n6 D.pte. of

Le J-punese General Steff to the Japanese ililitaxy ttache in ‘foseow of

a statemcuat that "it was decided thatesess preperetions for waging war

cgeinst Russiz should ve completed before the midcle of 19547, (Ezhibit 702)
Moreover Exuibit Nu. 670, an erfidavit of Tskebe, Rosuiko, stated that

a8 a Governor, he heard Lraki': gpecch to the Prefeeturul Governors in 1933

&
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and that Araki, on a map of the U.S.S.R. and Manchuria, explained Japen's
need fer the maritime province of Siberia and Zebaikalye.

Significant for more than one reason is Araki's speech in the film
"Critical Period for Japan." (Exh. No. 1484). It is significant both
because of the aggressive sentiments it contains and perhaps even more so,
because Araki should have been the government!s spokesman to the public in
this connection. It is evidence of the leading position he held as an
expcenent of aggresesive nationalignm.

Araki was a member sf the Cabinet Advisory Council, which, 2n his own
adnission during interrogation, was set up to advise on the China Incident,
from "almost immediately after its formation" in Octsber 1937 till he became
Minister of Education and agein from September 1939 (a month after he ceased
to be Education Minister) till August 1940. On his own admission the Council
met once a week and it was compulsory to attend (Exh. 2217). Cne incident
which occurred during his membership of this Council wes the Rape of Nanking.

As Minister of Education, a position he held from May 1938 to August
1939 Araki is clearly responsible for the actions of the Japanese Government
during that period. Not merely is his statement, already quoted, about the
responsibility of the whole Cabinet for a2 policy resulting in wer, relevant
in this connection, but, on his admission, during the time he was Minister
of Education foreign affairs were usually discussed at the usual Cabinet
meetings held once a week, where the Prime Minister, Foreign Minister and
Army and Navy Ministers would also bring up matters of importance (Exh. 2218)
During this period the following incidents occurred:— Araki, as Minister of
Education, made , speech on Japan's determination to fight to a finish witp
China and U.S.S.R. (Exh. 671).

Successive attacks on Soviet territory took place (Exhibite 753, 757).

The Japanese Government issued an official declaration adeut China
(Exhibit 1291) stating that Japan hod practically achieved her end in China,
with the national government reduced to a loczl regime and the main terri-
tory conguered but would fight on until it wes completely destroyed.

A cultural agreement wes made with Germany (Exhibit 589).

Military training in boys' schools was increzsed by an ordinance.
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issued on gvember 30th 1938 (E.hibit 135).

Tie Premier Jonoye on 28 Degcermper 19338 stuted Jropai's determinct i

ve cxterninote the huomiutang Goverument (Exhibit 972).

.

The Anti-Corinterm P.ct was strongthened by first Hungary cnd iMen-
y

cbuxria ocrnd then S «in being adnitted.

Erizun Iulond wes scize@ by the "foreible londing of J panese forces!
o

iy was whilst such o policy was being pursuecd th:t . raki wes uppoint-

g

-1

od Presideit of the Goueral W.tional Mobilizetion Committee ot 28 March
1939, It is elonrly iunconceivable thnt such o post should have been con-
fided -t such a tine to uiyounes who wes not hearf and soul in sympathy with,
ané an active supporter of fthe criminal conspiracy for world conguest on
bicih the J panesc Go-erment wos cngrgeds

It is subnnitted that tihc coutfidence thus showm in ‘yrlki by his fellow

irators after all thesc years of eggression is very sigrificant of

cous

Lol

their confidence in nin. < is Dfurther submitted thet his whele record

ghows that this confidenec was fully deserved.

(e
D

although he protests thet he wes friendly to Britain snd _nerica

-

tais is ot in cccord with: his sp.echss on the deaching of the film in
which he zvpeared, cnd we subilit that the wor egr inst them was the logical

result of the poliey he &ll szloug advocoted.




