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Summary information

Repository: University of British Columbia Library Rare Books and Special
Collections

Title: Sister Mary Gonzaga collection

ID: RBSC-ARC-1732

Date: 1834-1866 (date of creation)

Date: 1834-1866 (date of creation)

Physical description: 6 cm. of textual records

Dates of creation,
revision and deletion:

Administrative history / Biographical sketch

Note

Sister Mary Gonzaga was born Georgiana Ffarington Barrie in 1825. Her parents were Sir Robert Barrie
and Julia Wharton Ingilby Barrie. Although her parents were Protestants, Sister Mary Gonzaga chose the
life of a Catholic nun. Sister Mary Gonzaga entered the Convent of Our Lady of Mercy in Bermondsey on
October 5th, 1848 and received her habit on April 10th, 1849. She professed her vows on May 1st, 1851.
Sister Mary Gonzaga was a close friend of Florence Nightingale's, having accompanied her to Crimea
to nurse sick and wounded British soldiers during the Crimean War. Barrie was one of the Catholic nuns
who volunteered for the mission and was unpaid for her work. Nightingale nicknamed her "Cardinal" in
her letters, and Barrie’s nickname for Nightingale was "Pope."
After the Crimean War, Barrie founded the Hospital of Saint Elizabeth for Incurables in London in 1856.
Barrie resigned as Mother Superior in 1866, largely due to the political opposition of the Cardinal, who
wanted to oust Barrie and the Sisters of Mercy nuns. She returned to Bermondsey, where she continued to
care for the sick and teach until her death in April of 1873 of typhus.

Custodial history

Purchased from Goodspeed Dealers in Boston in 1966 and 1967 by the Woodward Library. The letters
were transferred to Rare Books and Special Collections in 2013.

Scope and content

This group of letters consists, with minor exceptions, of correspondence from Sister Mary Gonzaga
(Georgiana Barrie) (1825-1873), a Sister of Mercy from Bermondsey, to her sister Julia (Mrs. Edward
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Boodle) during the Crimean War. There are a few letters that were written after the Crimean War. A few
letters were written by Mrs. Boodle to Gonzaga and one letter was written to Boodle by Alfred Green.
There are also assorted reproductions of photographs, certificates, and drawings related to Sister Mary
Gonzaga and the Sisters of Mercy.

Notes

Title notes
• Variations in title: Previously known as the Sister Mary Gonzaga (Georgiana) Barrie collection

Arrangement

The letters are arranged chronologically, with the earliest letter at the front, and the later letters towards
the back. The first two letters were written before the Barrie joined the convent in Bermondsey and
the last 3 letters were written while Sister Mary was in London at her hospital, or had returned to
Bermondsey after resigning from her post in St. Elizabeth’s. The 15 letters in between were written
approximately a month apart, discussing the conditions in Crimea and requesting various supplies and
items.

Other notes

• Publication status: published
• Level of detail: Full
• Status description: Draft

Access points

• Boodle, Julia (subject)
• Textual record (documentary form)
• Graphic material (documentary form)

Series descriptions

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
RBSC-ARC-1732-1-01 File - To "My dear Papa"

Note:

Autograph letter signed
(A.L.S.)

n.d.
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RBSC-ARC-1732-1-02 File - From Lady Julia Barrie, 19
Berkeley Square. To Miss Georgiana
Barrie, Ripley Castle, Harrogate.

Note:

Autograph letter signed
(A.L.S.)

Dec. 25,
1834/1835

RBSC-ARC-1732-1-03 File - To “My dearest
Grasshopper” (Julia Boodle). From
Scutari Hospital.

Nov. 13, 1854

RBSC-ARC-1732-1-04 File - To "My dear Julia". From Scutari
Barracks.

Note:

Autograph Signed Letter
(A.S.L.)

Dec. 1, 1854

RBSC-ARC-1732-1-05 File - To “My dear Sisters”.

Note:

Autograph Signed Letter
(A.S.L.)

Feb. 7, 1855

RBSC-ARC-1732-1-06 File - To “Dear Mrs. Judy McCan”. From
General Hospital, Scutari.

Note:

Autograph Signed Letter
(A.S.L.)

Mar. 3 or 4,
1855

RBSC-ARC-1732-1-07 File - To “My dear Juey”. From Scutari
Barracks.

Note:

Autograph Signed Letter
(A.S.L.)

Mar. 25, 1855

RBSC-ARC-1732-1-08 File - To "My dear Juey". From Scutari
Barracks.

Note:

Autograph Signed Letter
(A.S.L.)

Apr. 9, 1855

RBSC-ARC-1732-1-09 File - To “My dearest Juey”. From
Scutari Barrack Hospital.

Note:

Autograph Signed Letter
(A.S.L.)

Apr. 14, 1855
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RBSC-ARC-1732-1-10 File - To “My dearest Grasshopper”.

Note:

Autograph Signed Letter
(A.S.L.)

June 18, 1855

RBSC-ARC-1732-1-11 File - To “My dear Juey”, From Scutari
Barrack Hosp.

Note:

Autograph letter signed
(A.L.S.)

July 19, 1855

RBSC-ARC-1732-1-12 File - To “Dear Juey”. From Scutari
Barracks.

Note:

Autograph letter signed
(A.L.S.)

Aug. 20, 1855

RBSC-ARC-1732-1-13 File - To “My dear Julia”. From Scutari
Barrack Hospital.

Note:

Autograph letter signed
(A.L.S.)

Oct. 1, 1855

RBSC-ARC-1732-1-14 File - To “Dearest Grasshopper”. From
Scutari Barracks.

Note:

Autograph letter signed
(A.L.S.)

Oct. 29, 1855

RBSC-ARC-1732-1-15 File - To “My dearest Juey”. From
Scutari Barrack Hospital.

Note:

Autograph letter signed
(A.L.S.)

Dec. 25, 1855

RBSC-ARC-1732-1-16 File - To “My dearest Juey”. From
Scutari Barrack Hospital.

Note:

Autograph letter signed
(A.L.S.)

Jan. 27, 1856

RBSC-ARC-1732-1-17 File - To “My dear Juey Grasshopper”.
“On board the Transport Victoria No.
72.”

May 7, 1856
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Note:

Autograph letter signed
(A.L.S.)

RBSC-ARC-1732-1-18 File - To “My dearest Juey”.

Note:

Autograph letter signed
(A.L.S.)

[1866?]

RBSC-ARC-1732-1-19 File - To “My dear Mrs. Boodle”. From
Alfred S. Green, 10 Eaton Place South.

Note:

Autograph letter signed
(A.L.S.)

May 20, 1866

RBSC-ARC-1732-1-20 File - Dear Mrs. G______”. From Sister
Mary Gonzaga, Scutari Hospital.

Nov. 24 ,
[1854?]
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