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Summary information

Repository: University of British Columbia Library Rare Books and Special
Collections

Title: William Hale White family fonds

ID: RBSC-ARC-1614

Date: 1840-1917, predominant 1880-1913 (date of creation)

Physical description: 80 cm of textual records;29 photographs

Dates of creation,
revision and deletion:

Administrative history / Biographical sketch

Note

The eldest son of William White, bookseller and printer, of Bedford, William Hale White worked as a
civil servant for much of his career as well as being involved with the Westminster Review in the 1850s.
His fame as an author rests chiefly upon his pseudonymous autobiographical works, The Autobiography
of Mark Rutherford (1881), its sequel Mark Rutherford's Deliverance (1910), and Pages from a journal
(1900).

Scope and content

The fonds consists chiefly of Wiliam Hale White's correspondence with family and friends, manuscript
notebooks of his books, published and unpublished manuscripts, subject files, clippings, and bound
pamphlets on a variety of philosophical and religous topics. The fonds also contains the correspondence
of Dorothy Vernon White as well as notebook manuscripts of her books and the correspondence of Cecily
Hale-White (daughter of John Hale White).

Notes

Title notes
• Source of title proper: Title based on the contents of the fonds.



RBSC-ARC-1614 William Hale White family fonds

University of British Columbia Library Rare Books and Special Collections  Page 4

Immediate source of acquisition

All of the William Hale White and Dorothy Vernon White papers in this collection were obtained
from Simon Nowell-Smith, the nephew of Dorothy Vernon White . They came to the Library at the
University of British Columbia as part of the larger Colbeck Collection. After the donation of the
Colbeck Collection to UBC, Nowell-Smith made a small donation to UBC of his own personal papers
related to William Hale White and Dorothy Vernon White.

Arrangement

The material obtained from Simon Nowell-Smith was received in a partially-arranged state. In the
case of these correspondence files and some of the subject files, Nowell-Smith's arrangement and file
descriptions were retained. The White family papers were not received from Nowell-Smith, and were in
considerable disarray, and arrangement was imposed by Special Collections.

Accruals

No further acquisitions are expected.

Other notes

• Publication status: published

Access points

• White, William Hale (subject)
• White, Dorothy Vernon (subject)
• Hale-White, Cecily (subject)
• Rutherford, Mark (subject)

Series descriptions

W.H. White and D.V. White correspondence
Date: 1852-1917, 1890-1913 predominant (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series is composed of incoming correspondence and drafts and originals of outgoing correspondence
to and from William Hale White and/or Dorothy Vernon White. The large majority of files are W.H.
White's incoming and outgoing correspondence . Correspondents include W.H. White's literary
and other friends, communications with publishers, and with family members. Some files include
correspondence with both W .H. White and D.V. White.
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Physical description: 18 cm of textual records

Note:

"to/from" in file titles indicates incoming and outgoing correspondence in the same file. This was
done because W. H. White often wrote drafts of outgoing correspondence on the backs of the
correspondence that he received.

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
RBSC-ARC-1614-1-01 File - Browning, Robert to W.H. White 1881, 1889
RBSC-ARC-1614-1-02 File - Browning, Robert to W.H. White 1911-1912
RBSC-ARC-1614-1-03 File - Cecil, Lord Robert to W.H. White 1911-1912
RBSC-ARC-1614-1-04 File - Mazzini to W.H. White

(photocopies)
1865

RBSC-ARC-1614-1-05 File - Morris, Rev. Caleb to W.H. White 1854-1856
RBSC-ARC-1614-1-06 File - Partridge, Sophie to D.V. White 1915-1917
RBSC-ARC-1614-1-07 File - Pollock, F. to W.H. White 1880-1881
RBSC-ARC-1614-1-08 File - Ruskin, John to W.H. White 1880-1886
RBSC-ARC-1614-1-09 File - Smith, Horace family to W.H.

White
1908-1911

RBSC-ARC-1614-1-10 File - Swinburne, Algernon Charles to
W.H. White

1898

RBSC-ARC-1614-1-11 File - Watts Dunton, Theodore to W.H.
White

1909, 1911

RBSC-ARC-1614-1-12 File - Zilka, F. to W.H. White 1905-1906
RBSC-ARC-1614-1-13 File - W.H. White to/from T.A.

Constable, printers
1905-1906

RBSC-ARC-1614-1-14 File - W.H. White to Ernest Hartley
Coleridge

1896

RBSC-ARC-1614-1-15 File - W.H. White to Ernest Hale-White 1893
RBSC-ARC-1614-1-16 File - W.H. White to John ("Jack") Hale-

White
1891

RBSC-ARC-1614-1-17 File - W.H. White to William and Jeannie
Hale-White

1874-1912

RBSC-ARC-1614-1-18 File - W.H. White to Dr. John Harris,
Principal, New College, St. John's Wood

1852

RBSC-ARC-1614-1-19 File - W.H. White to Keegan Paul,
Trench, Trubner & Co. Ltd.

1892

RBSC-ARC-1614-1-20 File - W.H. White and D.V. White to
Mabel Marsh Lloyd and Guy Lloyd

1897-1935

RBSC-ARC-1614-1-21 File - W.H. White and D.V. White to/
from E.V. Lucas

1907-1913

RBSC-ARC-1614-1-22 File - W.H. White to Sophie Partridge - I 1893-1899
RBSC-ARC-1614-1-23 File - W.H. White to Sophie Partridge - II 1900-1904
RBSC-ARC-1614-2-01 File - W.H. White to Sophie Partridge -

III
1905-1909

RBSC-ARC-1614-2-02 File - W.H. White to Sophie Partridge -
IV

1910-1912

RBSC-ARC-1614-2-03 File - W.H. White to Mr. and Mrs.
Horace Smith

1908-1913
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RBSC-ARC-1614-2-04 File - W.H. White to/from Thomas Fisher
Unwin, Publishers

1892-1894

RBSC-ARC-1614-2-05 File - W.H. White to William White 1852-1853
RBSC-ARC-1614-2-06 File - W.H. White - miscellaneous

incoming correspondence
1848, 1882

RBSC-ARC-1614-2-07 File - W.H. White - miscellaneous
outgoing correspondence

1900-1904

Personal materials
Date: 1911-1958, 1911-1913 predominant (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series is composed of the Last Will and Testament of W .H. White and correspondence related to the
disposition of his estate .

Physical description: 22 items

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
RBSC-ARC-1614-2-08 File - Codicil and Disposition of Estate of

W.H. White
1911-1958

RBSC-ARC-1614-2-09 File - Last Will and Testament of W.H.
White

1911

W.H. White manuscripts
Date: 1860-1929, 1900-1912 predominant (date of creation)

Scope and content:

This series is composed of the manuscripts of published and unpublished material written
by W. H. White. The notebooks sub-series includes the "Dorothy", "Black", and "White"
notebooks, in which W. H. White documents his relationship with D.V. White. For the published
materials sub-series, file titles and dates were supplied by D. V. White. With the exception of
"Notes on Shelley" and "A Visit to Carlyle" these items were all included in <span style="text-
decoration:underline;">Last Pages from a Journal</span>. "A Visit to Carlyle" was published in<span
style="text-decoration:underline;">Pages from a Journal</span>.

Physical description: 12 cm of textual records

File / item list

W.H. White notebooks
Date: 1888-1929 (date of creation)

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
RBSC-ARC-1614-2-10 File - The 1910 Manuscript 1910, 1922,

1929
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RBSC-ARC-1614-2-11 File - Three small notebooks 1909-1912
RBSC-ARC-1614-2-12 File - [The "Black" Notebook] [1888-1902]
RBSC-ARC-1614-2-13 File - [The "Dorothy" Notebook] 1908-1913,

1922, 1929
RBSC-ARC-1614-3-01 File - [The "White" Notebook] [1907-1912]

Published manuscripts
Date: [1860-1900] (date of creation)

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
RBSC-ARC-1614-3-02 File - "The Bible" [1860-]
RBSC-ARC-1614-3-03 File - "Dr. Johnson's Criticism

of <span style="text-
decoration:underline;">Samson
Agonistes</span>"

[1860-]

RBSC-ARC-1614-3-04 File - "The Golden Nail. An
Eastern Parable", W.H. White,
from the <span style="text-
decoration:underline;">Rochdale
Observer</span>, 17 February 1906 -
typescript

1906

RBSC-ARC-1614-3-05 File - "A Dream of Two Dimensions" [1880]
RBSC-ARC-1614-3-06 File - "Jacob" [1860-]
RBSC-ARC-1614-3-07 File - ["The Love of a Woman"] [1860-]
RBSC-ARC-1614-3-08 File - "Notes on Shelley" - Notes for

reprint
[1860-]

RBSC-ARC-1614-3-09 File - "Revolution" [1860-]
RBSC-ARC-1614-3-10 File - ["Spencer and Kilcolman"] and

related draft letters
[1860-]

RBSC-ARC-1614-3-11 File - "A Visit to Carlyle" -
[excerpt from <span style="text-
decoration:underline;">Pages from a
Journal</span>]

[1900-]

Unpublished manuscripts
Date: [1890-1912] (date of creation)

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
RBSC-ARC-1614-3-12 File - "Comments made upon

Sir James Fitzjames Stephen's
book <span style="text-
decoration:underline;">Liberty,
Equality , Fraternity</span>"

RBSC-ARC-1614-3-13 File - "The End" [1912]
RBSC-ARC-1614-3-14 File - "History" [1908-]
RBSC-ARC-1614-3-15 File - Review of Viola Meynell's "Martha

Vine"
[1911]

RBSC-ARC-1614-3-16 File - "Romney Marsh: Mozart" [1912]
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RBSC-ARC-1614-3-17 File - Translations of Goethe poems 1851, 1857,
[1900-]

RBSC-ARC-1614-3-18 File - Untitled manuscript, beginning
"For some time we had suspected that
our cook..."

[1910-]

RBSC-ARC-1614-3-19 File - Untitled manuscript, beginning
"I want to tell you a story or two about
courage."

[1908]

RBSC-ARC-1614-3-20 File - Untitled manuscript,
concerning Scott's <span style="text-
decoration:underline;">The Monastery</
span>

[1890-]

RBSC-ARC-1614-3-21 File - "A Waking Dream" [1911-1912]

D.V. White manuscripts
Date: 1908-1929, 1908-1913 predominant (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series is composed of D .V. White's personal notebooks used to create <span style="text-
decoration:underline;">The Groomsbridge Diary</span>, as well as subsequent notebooks in which
she comments on the earlier notebooks.

Physical description: 9 cm of textual records

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
RBSC-ARC-1614-3-22 File - The Groomsbridge Diary -

Notebook I
Apr. - Sep. 1908

RBSC-ARC-1614-3-23 File - The Groomsbridge Diary -
Notebook II

Sep. 1908 - Sep.
1909

RBSC-ARC-1614-3-24 File - The Groomsbridge Diary -
Notebook III

Sep. 1909 Sep.
1910

RBSC-ARC-1614-4-01 File - The Groomsbridge Diary -
Notebook IV

Sep. 1910-Nov.
1913

RBSC-ARC-1614-4-02 File - The Groomsbridge Diary - footnote
p . 377/8

[1924-]

RBSC-ARC-1614-4-03 File - Notes on the "Dorothy" Book 1929

Subject file
Date: 1879-1956, 1879-1913 predominant (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series is largely composed of correspondence files regarding publication of W.H. White's books,
especially publication of subsequent editions with various publishers. Some files in the series relate to
controversies with which W.H. White was involved.

Physical description: 7 cm of textual records



RBSC-ARC-1614 William Hale White family fonds

University of British Columbia Library Rare Books and Special Collections  Page 9

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
RBSC-ARC-1614-4-04 File - Allen, George - Notes re:

conversations
1886

RBSC-ARC-1614-4-05 File - Carshalton Pond 1891, 1905
RBSC-ARC-1614-4-06 File - Arthur Coward and Coward family 1911-1956
RBSC-ARC-1614-4-07 File - Crabb Robinson diaries 1895-1899
RBSC-ARC-1614-4-08 File - Notes on visits to Robert Browning 1879-1881
RBSC-ARC-1614-4-09 File - <span style="text-

decoration:underline;">Pages from a
Journal</span>, 2nd edition

1910-1912

RBSC-ARC-1614-4-10 File - "Rambler" - publication of 1906, 1910
RBSC-ARC-1614-4-11 File - Sale of Bunyan book -

correspondence
1910-1911

RBSC-ARC-1614-4-12 File - Spinoza's "Ethics" - 2nd edition 1898-1912
RBSC-ARC-1614-4-13 File - Spinoza's "Ethics" 4th edition and

Spinoza's "Tractatus" 2nd edition
1909-1910

RBSC-ARC-1614-4-14 File - Téméraire (Ruskin's Dilecta) -
copy, notes, correspondence

1881-1886

RBSC-ARC-1614-4-15 File - Thomas Fisher Unwin -
Memoranda of Agreement

1895-1907

RBSC-ARC-1614-4-16 File - Unidentified notes - W.H. White 1893, [1800-]
RBSC-ARC-1614-4-17 File - Unidentified notes - D.V. White [1800-], [1900-]

Printed materials
Date: 1785?-1957, 1860-1913 predominant (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series contains three volumes-that are made up of a number of published pamphlets that White had
bound.

Physical description: 15 cm of textual records

File / item list

Clippings
Date: 1882-1957 (date of creation)

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
RBSC-ARC-1614-4-18 File - Books about W.H. White 19-?
RBSC-ARC-1614-4-19 File - "The Early Life of Mark

Rutherford" - Reviews
1913

RBSC-ARC-1614-4-20 File - Newspaper articles and letters to
editors W.H. White

1882-1913

RBSC-ARC-1614-4-21 File - Obituary notices of W.H. White
("Mark Rutherford")

1913

RBSC-ARC-1614-4-22 File - Reviews of D.V. White's novels 1908-1909
RBSC-ARC-1614-5-01 File - Sale of Bunyan book - clippings 1911
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RBSC-ARC-1614-5-02 File - Untitled story by W.H. White
published in <span style="text-
decoration:underline;">Le Figaro
Litteraire</span>, 13 Apr. 1957

1957

RBSC-ARC-1614-5-03 File - W.H. White (general) 1916-1940

Pamphlets
Date: [1800-1913] (date of creation)

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
RBSC-ARC-1614-5-04 File - Pamphlet book I [1800-1872]
RBSC-ARC-1614-5-05 File - Pamphlet book II 1844-1882
RBSC-ARC-1614-5-06 File - Pamphlet book III 1849-1868
RBSC-ARC-1614-6-01 File - Southeby's Catalogue 1913
RBSC-ARC-1614-6-02 File - <span style="text-

decoration:underline;">The Merchant's
Mifcellany, and Traveller's Complete
Compendium</span>, John Franklin
Henington

[1785]

White family papers
Date: 1852-1958, 1900-1949 predominant (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series contains correspondence and other material created by or related to W.H. White' s parents,
children, and grandchildren, including biographical information about various members of the Hale-
White family and correspondence between members of the family and their friends.

Physical description: 14 cm of textual records

File / item list

White family correspondence
Date: 1852-1958 (date of creation)

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
RBSC-ARC-1614-6-03 File - Hale-White, Cecily to/from Pierre

Chevrillon
1942-1949

RBSC-ARC-1614-6-04 File - Hale-White, Cecily to/from Pierre
Legouis

1949, 1958

RBSC-ARC-1614-6-05 File - Hale-White, Cecily to/from
Catherine Maclean

1945-1955

RBSC-ARC-1614-6-06 File - Hale-White, Cecily - miscellaneous
incoming correspondence

1949

RBSC-ARC-1614-6-07 File - Hale-White, Dr. Reginald
("Bobby") - misc. incoming
correspondence

1935, 1955
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RBSC-ARC-1614-6-08 File - Hale-White, William to/from John
Hale-White

1931-1932

RBSC-ARC-1614-6-09 File - Hale-White, Mr. & Mrs. William -
misc. incoming correspondence

1874-1913

RBSC-ARC-1614-6-10 File - Smith, Mrs. Horace to Molly White 1908
RBSC-ARC-1614-6-11 File - White, William - Incoming

correspondence re : expulsion of W.H.
White from New College

1852-1872

RBSC-ARC-1614-6-12 File - White, William to/from J.
Rockliffe

1879

RBSC-ARC-1614-6-13 File - White, Molly to Sophie Partridge 1912
RBSC-ARC-1614-6-14 File - White, Molly to/from J. Rockliffe 1912-1913
RBSC-ARC-1614-6-15 File - White, Molly - miscellaneous

incoming correspondence
1913-1932

RBSC-ARC-1614-6-16 File - White, Molly - miscellaneous
outgoing correspondence

1876,
1913-1949

Other White family papers
Date: [1800-1934] (date of creation)

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
RBSC-ARC-1614-6-17 File - <span style="text-

decoration:underline;">Description of the
MSS of Wordsworth and Coleridge in the
possession of T. Norton</span>

1897, 1931

RBSC-ARC-1614-6-18 File - <span style="text-
decoration:underline;">Description of the
MSS of Wordsworth</span> - enclosed
prints

18-?

RBSC-ARC-1614-6-19 File - Family trees of White, Hale,
Arthur, Fripps, and Hughes families

1914-

RBSC-ARC-1614-6-20 File - Hale-White, Sir William -
Autobiographical notes

19-?

RBSC-ARC-1614-6-21 File - Hale-White, Cecily - "Jack and
Agnes Hale-White: A Tribute"

19-?

RBSC-ARC-1614-6-22 File - Hale-White, Cecily -
notes on <span style="text-
decoration:underline;">The
Groomsbridge Diary</span>

19-?

RBSC-ARC-1614-6-23 File - Hale-White, John - Biographical
notes on W.H. White

1931

RBSC-ARC-1614-6-24 File - Hale-White, John - Journal 1932-1934
RBSC-ARC-1614-6-25 File - Hale-White, John - Notes on

correspondence between W.H. White and
Thomas Hutchinson

19-?

RBSC-ARC-1614-6-26 File - New College Yearbook - 1852 1852
RBSC-ARC-1614-7-01 File - White, Mary (Mrs. William) -

diaries - I
1854-1856

RBSC-ARC-1614-7-02 File - White, Mary (Mrs. William) -
diaries - II

1857-1859

RBSC-ARC-1614-7-03 File - White, Mary (Mrs. William) -
diaries - III

1860, 1861,
1863
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RBSC-ARC-1614-7-04 File - White, Mary (Mrs. William) -
diaries - IV

1865-1866

Horace Smith family papers
Date: 1930-1967 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series is composed of correspondence of Marian Milford, the sister of D.V. White, and of notes and
correspondence of Simon Nowell-Smith, the nephew of D.V. White.

Physical description: 10 items

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
RBSC-ARC-1614-7-05 File - Milford, Marian - Constance

Holme
1930-1931

RBSC-ARC-1614-7-06 File - Notes re: Arthur Coward - Simon
Nowell-Smith

1966-1988

RBSC-ARC-1614-7-07 File - Nowell-Smith, Simon - notes on
Hale-White family correspondence

[1950-]

RBSC-ARC-1614-7-08 File - Nowell-Smith, Simon - notes on
Dorothy Vernon White

1965-1967

Miscellaneous materials
Date: [1905]-1987 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series is composed of items created by persons not listed above, items whose authorship could not be
identified, and items associated with the administration of the Collection.

Physical description: 11 items

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
RBSC-ARC-1614-7-09 File - <span style="text-

decoration:underline;">The
Autobiography of Mark Rutherford</
span>, Bohemian (Czech) trans. - preface

[1905]

RBSC-ARC-1614-7-10 File - Carlyle, T. to Mr. Dowie 1868
RBSC-ARC-1614-7-11 File - Import documentation - W.H.

White papers and books
1986-1987

RBSC-ARC-1614-7-12 File - Miscellaneous notes on William
Hale White (Mark Rutherford) - author
unknown

19-?

RBSC-ARC-1614-7-13 File - Original accession notes - William
Hale White papers

[1980-]

RBSC-ARC-1614-7-14 File - Refutation of Dorothy
White's <span style="text-
decoration:underline;">The
Groomsbridge Diary</span>"

19-?
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Photographs
Date: 1840-1910 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series is composed of photographs of William Hale White, William and Mary White, Molly Hale
White, and William Hale White's cottage at Groomsbridge.

Physical description: 29 items

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
RBSC-ARC-1614-
BC-2002-01

Item - William Hale White [1895]

RBSC-ARC-1614-
BC-2002-02

Item - William Hale White [1895]

RBSC-ARC-1614-
BC-2002-03

Item - Groomsbridge cottage-garden
(notes on reverse by D.V. White)

[1911-]

RBSC-ARC-1614-
BC-2002-04

Item - Groomsbridge cottage-study
(notes on reverse by D.V. White)

[1911-]

RBSC-ARC-1614-
BC-2002-05

Item - Groomsbridge cottage-study
(notes on reverse by D.V. White)

[1911-]

RBSC-ARC-1614-
BC-2002-06

Item - William Hale White with Mr.
Colnutt, taken at Ryde

[1895]

RBSC-ARC-1614-
BC-2002-07

Item - Groomsbridge cottage 19-?

RBSC-ARC-1614-
BC-2002-08

Item - Groomsbridge cottage 19-?

RBSC-ARC-1614-
BC-2002-09

Item - William Hale White [1885]

RBSC-ARC-1614-
BC-2002-10

Item - William Hale White [1870]

RBSC-ARC-1614-
BC-2002-11

Item - Molly White [1900]

RBSC-ARC-1614-
BC-2002-12

Item - Harriet Hale White [1860]

RBSC-ARC-1614-
BC-2002-13

Item - William Hale White, taken by
D.V. White

[1909-1910]

RBSC-ARC-1614-
BC-2002-14

Item - William Hale White, taken by
D.V. White

[1909-1910]

RBSC-ARC-1614-
BC-2002-15

Item - William Hale White, taken by
D.V. White

[1909-1910]

RBSC-ARC-1614-
BC-2002-16

Item - William Hale White, taken by
D.V. White

[1909-1910]

RBSC-ARC-1614-
BC-2002-17

Item - Tinted enlargement of photograph
BC-2002-13

[1909-1910]

RBSC-ARC-1614-
BC-2002-18

Item - Tinted enlargement of photograph
BC-2002-16

[1909-1910]

RBSC-ARC-1614-
BC-2002-19

Item - William White [1870]

RBSC-ARC-1614-
BC-2002-20

Item - William White [1875]
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RBSC-ARC-1614-
BC-2002-21

Item - Mary White (modern copy) [1880]

RBSC-ARC-1614-
BC-2002-22

Item - Groomsbridge cottage 19-?

RBSC-ARC-1614-
BC-2002-23

Item - Groomsbridge cottage 19-?

RBSC-ARC-1614-
BC-2002-24

Item - Groomsbridge cottage 19-?

RBSC-ARC-1614-
BC-2002-25

Item - The Free Christian Church,
Ditchling

19-?

RBSC-ARC-1614-
BC-2002-26

Item - Unidentified postcard

RBSC-ARC-1614-
BC-2002-27

Item - Harriet Hale White (encased
image)

[1850]

RBSC-ARC-1614-
BC-2002-28

Item - Harriet Hale White (encased
image)

[1875]

RBSC-ARC-1614-
BC-2002-29

Item - William White and William Hale
White (encased image)

[1840]
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