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Summary information

Repository: University of British Columbia Library Rare Books and Special
Collections

Title: Women's International League for Peace and Freedom fonds

ID: RBSC-ARC-1626

Date: 1917-2015, predominant 1969-2006 (date of creation)

Physical description: 1.31 m of textual records -- 16 photographs -- 9 videocassettes and
other materials

Dates of creation,
revision and deletion:

Administrative history / Biographical sketch

Note

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom (W.I.L.P.F.)was founded in 1915 at The
Hague by women active in the suffrage movements in Europe and America who wished to end the First
World War and to insure that no further wars occurred. The League began its work in Canada in 1920
in Vancouver, led by Dorothy Steeves and Laura Jamieson, with Lucy Woodsworth, Agnes McPhail
and Violet McNaughton among its members. The League's work has been to promote peace education
and to campaign for disarmament and anti-militarism. During World War II it opposed the introduction
of military cadet training in schools and it has investigated textbooks which glorified war. In 2001, the
Vancouver branch joined with the Toronto branch to start a Canadian section.

Scope and content

The fonds consists of correspondence, much of it by or addressed to Sheila Young, concerning various
international issues. Among the addressees are Prime Ministers Trudeau, Pearson, and Diefenbaker;
various cabinet ministers; international heads-of-state; the United Nations; newspapers, commissions
and organizations; government departments and agencies, and businesses. The fonds includes records of
the 11th, 13th-18th, and 20th International Congresses of the W.I.L.P.F., as well as printed material on
military expenditures, the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, peace, and the polar regions,
and also contains evidential records pertaining to W.I.L.P.F. operations. An accrual was added in 2007
containing printed material, minutes, correspondence from 1988-1997, financial and other operations
records, ephemera, and records relating to the creation of the Canadian section and the drafting of its
constitution. An additional accrual was added in 2015 including video recordings of W.I.L.P.F. and
affiliated organizations events, and other organizational records.
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Notes

Title notes
• Source of title proper: Title based on the contents of the fonds.

Finding aids

PDF file contains a complete list of W.I.L.P.F. correspondence in box 3.

Accruals

Two accruals have been added, the first in 2007 and a second in 2015. These accruals contain printed
material, minutes, correspondence from 1988-2012, financial and other operations records, ephemera,
records relating to the creation of the Canadian section and the drafting of its constitution, and video
recordings of W.I.L.P.F. and affiliated organization events.

Other notes

• Publication status: published

Access points

• Young, Sheila (subject)
• Kline, Carolyn Lacey (subject)

Series descriptions

Printed Materials
Date: 1934-2012 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series contains flyers, pamphlets and newsletters produced by the W.I.L.P.F. Most of the publications
were created by the Vancouver branch, but others were produced in other Canadian cities and
also Geneva, Switzerland. The series also contains copies of, and source material for the quarterly
newsletter Peace Lines from 1991 to 2002, and then 2005 to 2012.

Physical description: 44.5 cm of textual records

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)
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File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
RBSC-ARC-1626-1-1 File - World Military and Social

Expenditures
1976-1982

RBSC-ARC-1626-1-
(2-6)

File - International Symposium on the
Damage and After-Effects of the Atomic
Bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki

1977

RBSC-ARC-1626-1-7 File - W.I.L.P.F. Circular Letters 1969-1970
RBSC-ARC-1626-1-8 File - It All Began With Indigo and other

essaysLars Stahle

Creator: Stahle, Lars

Note:

Dedicated to the W.I.L.P.F.

1982

RBSC-ARC-1626-2-1 File - Pax et Libertas 1979-1983
RBSC-ARC-1626-2-
(2-4)

File - Pax et Libertas Annual 1972-1978

RBSC-ARC-1626-2-5 File - Four Lights 1955
RBSC-ARC-1626-2-6 File - The Polar Regions as Part of One

WorldEmily Greene Balch

Creator: Balch, Emily Greene

1948

RBSC-ARC-1626-4-1 File - History of W.I.L.P.F. 1934-1965
RBSC-ARC-1626-4-2 File - W.I.L.P.F. Reports and Programs 1946-1989
RBSC-ARC-1626-4-3 File - Subject Printed Materials 1955-1987
RBSC-ARC-1626-7-
(1-4)

File - Peace Lines Newsletter 1991-2005

RBSC-ARC-1626-7-5 File - Peace Lines Newsletter material 1994
RBSC-ARC-1626-7-6 File - Peace Lines Newsletter material 1993
RBSC-ARC-1626-7-7 File - Peace Lines Newsletter material 1993
RBSC-ARC-1626-7-
(8-9)

File - Peace Lines Newsletter material 1983-1993

RBSC-ARC-1626-7-10 File - Peace Lines Newsletter material 1993
RBSC-ARC-1626-7-11 File - Flyers and pamphlets 1990-2006
RBSC-ARC-1626-9-1 File - Pax et Libertas 1987-1992
RBSC-ARC-1626-9-2 File - Backgrounder 1988-1989
RBSC-ARC-1626-9-3 File - International News 1988-1991
RBSC-ARC-1626-9-4 File - The Revolution 1987
RBSC-ARC-1626-9-5 File - W.I.L.P.F. News 1990
RBSC-ARC-1626-9-6 File - Documents, Petitions and Flyers 1987-1989
RBSC-ARC-1626-9-7 File - 75th Anniversary Peace Lines

Digest
1990

RBSC-ARC-1626-9-39 File - W.I.L.P.F. Circulars 1989-1991
RBSC-ARC-1626-9-40 File - Flyers and ephemera 1989-1991
RBSC-ARC-1626-10-1 File - Flyers and newspaper clippings 1992
RBSC-ARC-1626-10-4 File - Newsletters and reports 1988
RBSC-ARC-1626-10-7 File - Flyers and circulars 1986-1989
RBSC-ARC-1626-10-8 File - Flyers and circulars 1987-1991
RBSC-ARC-1626-10-9 File - Flyers 1989-1991



RBSC-ARC-1626 Women's International League for Peace and Freedom fonds

University of British Columbia Library Rare Books and Special Collections  Page 6

RBSC-ARC-1626-11-4 File - Peace Lines Newsletter 2005-2006
RBSC-ARC-1626-11-5 File - Peace Lines Newsletter 2007-2008
RBSC-ARC-1626-11-6 File - Peace Lines Newsletter 2009-2010
RBSC-ARC-1626-11-7 File - Peace Lines Newsletter 2011-2012
RBSC-
ARC-1626-11-12

File - Persistent VoicesKay Macpherson 1987

RBSC-
ARC-1626-11-15

File - Flyers and handouts 2004-2010

RBSC-
ARC-1626-11-16

File - Peace Lines Newsletter 1991-1993

RBSC-
ARC-1626-11-17

File - Peace Lines Newsletter 1994-1996

RBSC-
ARC-1626-11-18

File - Peace Lines Newsletter 1997-2000

RBSC-
ARC-1626-11-19

File - Peace Lines Newsletter 2001-2004

RBSC-
ARC-1626-11-20

File - 75th Anniversary Peace Lines
DigestCarolyn Lacey Kline and Peggy
Stortz

1990

Correspondence
Date: 1949-2010 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series contains both incoming and outgoing letters from members of the W.I.L.P.F., as well as
correspondence summaries from 1988-1997. Files and items within the series predominantly include
the letters sent by Sheila Young to various domestic and international world leaders, including but not
limited to: multiple Canadian Prime Ministers, including Pierre Elliot Trudeau, John Diefenbaker, and
Lester B. Pearson; the president of the Republic of Korea, Park Chung-hee; and the president of Chile,
Augusto Pinochet. A second W.I.L.P.F. member with a large number of correspondences included in
the series is former W.I.L.P.F. president Carolyn Lacey Kline, and includes her correspondences with
former Prime Minister Joe Clark, and sitting Prime Ministers Brian Mulroney, and Jean Chrétien.

Physical description: 48.2 cm of textual records

Access points:

• Young, Sheila (subject)
• Kline, Carolyn Lacey (subject)
• Multiple media (documentary form)

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
RBSC-ARC-1626-3-1 File - Correspondence 1981-1983
RBSC-ARC-1626-3-2 File - Correspondence 1976-1981
RBSC-ARC-1626-3-3 File - Correspondence 1977-1979
RBSC-ARC-1626-3-4 File - Correspondence 1975-1978
RBSC-ARC-1626-3-5 File - Correspondence 1972-1975
RBSC-ARC-1626-3-6 File - Correspondence 1972-1975
RBSC-ARC-1626-3-7 File - Correspondence 1966-1974
RBSC-ARC-1626-3-8 File - Correspondence 1953-1968
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RBSC-ARC-1626-3-9 File - Correspondence 1959-1963
RBSC-ARC-1626-3-10 File - Correspondence 1949-1958
RBSC-ARC-1626-3-11 File - Jane Adams and Emily Greene

Balch
1960-1963

RBSC-ARC-1626-3-12 File - Correspondence from the
W.I.L.P.F. Committee Against Scientific
Warfare

1955-1958

RBSC-ARC-1626-3-13 File - Sheila Young to Edna Gibb 15 Sep. 1952
RBSC-ARC-1626-3-14 File - W.I.L.P.F. Mailing List 1949
RBSC-ARC-1626-3-15 File - W.I.L.P.F. to Mrs. C. Lindsay [1962]
RBSC-ARC-1626-4-
(10-16)

File - Geneva 1976-1987

RBSC-ARC-1626-4-
(17-20)

File - Government 1960-1988

RBSC-ARC-1626-4-21 File - Voicing concerns of thwe
W.I.L.P.F.

[198-?]

RBSC-ARC-1626-4-22 File - Correspondence: Government re:
Middle East

1981-1987

RBSC-ARC-1626-6-5 File - Edna Gibb from Helena Gutteridge 1958
RBSC-ARC-1626-6-6 File - Correspondence 1949-1969
RBSC-ARC-1626-7-
(12-14)

File - Correspondence 1988-1997

RBSC-ARC-1626-7-15 File - Correspondence summaries 1989-1996
RBSC-ARC-1626-7-
(16-17)

File - Correspondence 1997-1999

RBSC-ARC-1626-7-18 File - Correspondence summaries 1997
RBSC-ARC-1626-9-8 File - Correspondence 1989-1990
RBSC-ARC-1626-9-10 File - Government Appeals 1986-1989
RBSC-ARC-1626-9-11 File - Correspondence 1987-1990
RBSC-ARC-1626-9-12 File - Correspondence summaries 1989-1990
RBSC-ARC-1626-9-13 File - Carolyn Lacey Kline 1990-1991
RBSC-ARC-1626-9-14 File - Correspondence 1988-1989
RBSC-ARC-1626-9-15 File - Related to Canadian participation

in North American Aerospace Defense
Command (NORAD)

1988-1989

RBSC-ARC-1626-9-16 File - Concerning Third Special Session
of Disarmament (SSDIII)

1988

RBSC-ARC-1626-9-17 File - Concerning the question of a
Palestinian state

1988

RBSC-ARC-1626-9-18 File - Concerning the transportation of
Plutonium over Canadian airspace

1987-1988

RBSC-ARC-1626-9-19 File - Concerning Kaho'Olawe 1988
RBSC-ARC-1626-9-20 File - Correspondence 1987-1991
RBSC-ARC-1626-9-21 File - Member Circulars and

Correspondence
1988-1989

RBSC-ARC-1626-9-22 File - Letters to Members 1988-1989
RBSC-ARC-1626-9-23 File - Correspondence 1980-1989
RBSC-ARC-1626-9-24 File - Correspondence 1989-1991
RBSC-ARC-1626-9-25 File - Correspondence 1983-1991
RBSC-ARC-1626-9-26 File - Carolyn Lacey Kline 1990-1991
RBSC-ARC-1626-9-27 File - Correspondence summaries 1991
RBSC-ARC-1626-9-28 File - Correspondence summaries 1992-1993
RBSC-ARC-1626-9-41 File - Correspondence [1989?]
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RBSC-ARC-1626-10-5 File - Correspondence 1988-1989
RBSC-ARC-1626-10-6 File - Correspondence 1988-1990
RBSC-
ARC-1626-11-10

File - Correspondence 2005-2006

RBSC-
ARC-1626-11-14

File - Member Circulars and Ephemera 2002-2010

Conferences
Date: 1952-1993 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Includes summaries of motions introduced and carried for the international arm of the W.I.L.P.F.,
conference discussion topics, abridged transcriptions of conference special speakers, and published
newsletters relating to special conferences.

Physical description: 8.9 cm of textual records -- 1 videocassette -- 9 photographs

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
RBSC-ARC-1626-2-7 File - International Conference in

Defence of Children
1952

RBSC-ARC-1626-2-8 File - 11th Inernational Congress of the
W.I.L.P.F.

1952

RBSC-ARC-1626-2-9 File - International Congress of the
W.I.L.P.F.

1956-1962

RBSC-ARC-1626-2-10 File - International Congress of the
W.I.L.P.F.

1965-1977

RBSC-ARC-1626-4-
(4-6)

File - Congress of the Peoples for Peace,
1952

1952

RBSC-ARC-1626-4-
(4-6)-PH-03

Item - Canadian delegates in Summer
Palace in Vienna

1952

RBSC-ARC-1626-4-
(4-6)-PH-04

Item - Catholic Priest from Rumania [1952?]

RBSC-ARC-1626-4-
(4-6)-PH-05

Item - Dr. Endicott speaking in Vienna [1952?]

RBSC-ARC-1626-4-
(4-6)-PH-06

Item - Rev. Barker, Catholic Priest from
England

[1952?]

RBSC-ARC-1626-4-
(4-6)-PH-07

Item - Delegates from India 1952

RBSC-ARC-1626-4-
(4-6)-PH-08

Item - Jim Endicott and Prof. Joliet-Curie 1952

RBSC-ARC-1626-4-
(4-6)-PH-09

Item - Arabian Delegate 1952

RBSC-ARC-1626-4-
(4-6)-PH-10

Item - Metropolitan Nikalai U.S.S.R. 1952

RBSC-ARC-1626-4-
(4-6)-PH-11

Item - Rev. Alexander Reed, Glasgow,
Scotland

1952
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RBSC-ARC-1626-4-
(4-6)-PH-12

Item - Diego Reviera Mexican painter 1952

RBSC-ARC-1626-4-7 File - Resolutions adopted at the 12th
International Congress of the Women's
International League Peace and Freedom
in Paris, August 4-8, 1953

1953

RBSC-ARC-1626-4-8 File - Peace Conference of the Asian
and Pacific Regions in Pictures held in
Peking, October 2 to 12 , 1952

1952

RBSC-ARC-1626-4-9 File - W.I.L.P.F. Seminars 1986-1987 1986-1987
RBSC-ARC-1626-6-3 File - Draft report of delegation Edna

Gibb to Mexican Peace Congress
[n.d.]

RBSC-ARC-1626-
SPVT-01

Item - Flora McDonald [MacDonald]
(Re: GAD)NAFTA - Jan 3/4/5 '95

1993

Projects and Protests
Date: 1947-2006 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series includes records generated from planning and putting into action protests against militarization,
such as the protest launched by the Committee Against Scientific Warfare; and also planned human-
rights driven projects, such as a letter-writing campaign coordinated with Amnesty International and
coordinating the Freedom from Hunger Campaign with the UN Food and Agricultural Organization.

Physical description: 3.3 cm of textual records -- 3 photographs -- 3 videocassettes

Access points:

• Multiple media (documentary form)

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
RBSC-ARC-1626-4-
(23-24)

File - General Projects: Vancouver
W.I.L.P.F.

1948-1987

RBSC-
ARC-1626-4-25:5-1

File - Freedom From Hunger Campaign [1960?]

RBSC-ARC-1626-5-
(2-3)

File - W.I.L.P.F. Committee Against
Scientific Warfare

1957-1973

RBSC-ARC-1626-5-4 File - Early W.I.L.P.F. Materials 1947-1956
RBSC-ARC-1626-5-5 File - W.I.L.P.F. Pacific Exhibition Float 1948
RBSC-ARC-1626-5-6 File - Visits to government buildings [1953?]
RBSC-ARC-1626-5-6-
PH-13

Item - [Protest outside Vancouver City
Hall]

1953

RBSC-ARC-1626-5-6-
PH-14

Item - Mr. President in the name of God,
STOP IT!Carl Erickson

1953

RBSC-ARC-1626-5-6-
PH-15

Item - W.I.L.P.F. Members Group
Photograph

1953

RBSC-ARC-1626-6-4 File - Draft press releases on "The
Church and World Peace" presentation

1950

RBSC-
ARC-1626-11-11

File - Action Research Exchange 2005-2006
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RBSC-ARC-1626-
SPVT-02

Item - Sister to Sister, De Hermana a
HermanaVictoria Maldonado

1997

RBSC-ARC-1626-
SPVT-04

Item - Women's Lecture SeriesBeijing
Revisited

1995

RBSC-ARC-1626-
SPVT-05

Item - Canadian Delegation to
IraqCrimes Against Humanity & Protest

1 May. 1999

RBSC-ARC-1626-
SPVT-08

Item - Canadian Caravan of Conscience 2002

Operations
Date: 1917-2010 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series consists of financial records, bylaws, the W.I.L.P.F. constitution, and other vital records
required for the sustained operations of the W.I.L.P.F. Other records include printouts of by-laws
passed by both the Vancouver and Toronto branches of the W.I.L.P.F, and on-site reference materials
used by W.I.L.P.F. members.

Physical description: 14.6 cm of textual records

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
RBSC-ARC-1626-5-
(12-13)

File - Children's Rights 1979

RBSC-ARC-1626-5-14 File - Government Speeches 1978-1985
RBSC-ARC-1626-5-15 File - Statistics 1963-1976
RBSC-ARC-1626-5-16 File - CBC Scripts 1956-1968
RBSC-ARC-1626-5-
(17-27)

File - Pamphlets and Peace Movement
Information

1943-1982

RBSC-ARC-1626-6-2 File - List of W.I.L.P.F. Executive
Members

1950

RBSC-ARC-1626-7-20 File - Finances 1997-1998
RBSC-ARC-1626-8-1 File - Constitution 1994-2002
RBSC-ARC-1626-8-2 File - By-laws 2002
RBSC-ARC-1626-8-
(3-4)

File - Resolutions 1917-2001

RBSC-ARC-1626-8-5 File - February 2006 2005-2006
RBSC-ARC-1626-8-6 File - Reference Material 1986-2002
RBSC-ARC-1626-9-30 File - Finances 1988-1989
RBSC-ARC-1626-9-33 File - Business Meetings 1989-1992
RBSC-ARC-1626-9-34 File - Revised W.I.L.P.F. Constitution

Draft
[n.d.]

RBSC-ARC-1626-9-35 File - Finances 1989-1991
RBSC-ARC-1626-9-36 File - Membership Lists 1985-1991
RBSC-ARC-1626-9-37 File - Questionairres 1991
RBSC-ARC-1626-9-38 File - Reference Materials 1983-1993
RBSC-ARC-1626-11-1 File - Financial Reports 2004-2010
RBSC-ARC-1626-11-9 File - Summary Reports 2010-2012
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RBSC-
ARC-1626-11-13

File - Member and Executive List 2004-2010

Minutes
Date: 1985-2012 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series consists of W.I.L.P.F. meeting minutes.

Physical description: 5.8 cm of textual records

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
RBSC-ARC-1626-7-19 File - Minutes 1998
RBSC-ARC-1626-9-29 File - Minutes 1985-1987
RBSC-ARC-1626-9-31 File - Minutes 1988-1989
RBSC-ARC-1626-9-32 File - Minutes 1985-1986
RBSC-ARC-1626-11-2 File - Minutes 1999-2012
RBSC-ARC-1626-11-3 File - Minutes 2004-2006

Affiliated Organizations
Date: 1947-1990 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Records created by organizations that operated in concert with the W.I.L.P.F. These organizations
include: the Vancouver Peace Assembly, the B.C. Peace Council, the Canadian Peace Congress, and
the Voice of Women groups.

Physical description: 1.5 cm of textual records -- 1 videocassette

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
RBSC-ARC-1626-5-7 File - Vancouver Peace Assembly 1947-1953
RBSC-ARC-1626-5-8 File - Petition for Peace 1950
RBSC-ARC-1626-5-9 File - Sample Vancouver Peace

Assembly Pamphlets
[between 1947
and 1953]

RBSC-ARC-1626-5-10 File - Canadian Peace Congress 1948-1952
RBSC-ARC-1626-5-11 File - Voice of Women [1960?]
RBSC-ARC-1626-
SPVT-09

Item - Victoria Beijing Action
ExchangeVBAE in ACTION

[ca. 1990]

Subject Files
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Date: 1970-2005 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series consists of clippings, correspondence, printed material and other textual records related to
specific subjects of interest to the W.I.L.P.F.

Physical description: 4 cm of textual records -- 2 videocassettes

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
RBSC-ARC-1626-8-7 File - Nuclear War 1995-2003
RBSC-ARC-1626-8-8 File - War History 1989-2005
RBSC-ARC-1626-8-9 File - Peace Org. 1970 and 1996
RBSC-ARC-1626-8-10 File - History Lessons 1992-1995
RBSC-ARC-1626-9-9 File - East Timor 1986-1989
RBSC-ARC-1626-10-2 File - Disarmament 1988
RBSC-ARC-1626-10-3 File - Strategic Defense Initative (SDI) [ca. 1987]
RBSC-ARC-1626-
SPVT-06

Item - Mongolia - BuddhismIraq, Peace
Walk & Dr. Orchard on NATO bombings

[1994?]

RBSC-ARC-1626-
SPVT-07

Item - Peace Keeper At WarPanama
Deception, Holi, Easter interfaith,
Monitoring Democracy El Sal. [El
Salvador]

1994

Member Activities
Date: 1956-2012 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series consists of records related to casual W.I.L.P.F. membership events, such as group picnics and
parties.

Physical description: 1 cm of textual records -- 5 photographs -- 2 videocassettes and other materials

Access points:

• Multiple media (documentary form)

File / item list

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
RBSC-ARC-1626-6-1 File - W.I.L.P.F. Garden Party and Picnic 1956
RBSC-ARC-1626-6-1-
PH-16

Item - Women's International League of
Peace and Freedom Garden Party and
Picnic

1956

RBSC-ARC-1626-6-1-
PH-17

Item - [W.I.L.P.F. Garden Party and
Picnic]

1956

RBSC-ARC-1626-8-11 File - Memorabilia [n.d.]
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RBSC-ARC-1626-11-8 File - W.I.L.P.F. Members 1990-2010
RBSC-
ARC-1626-11-8-PH-01

Item - The Womens International League
for Peace and Freedom

[ca. 1994]

RBSC-
ARC-1626-11-8-PH-02

Item - W.I.L.P.F. Members at the
Women's History Fair

10 Apr. 2010

RBSC-ARC-1626-
SPVT-03

Item - WILPF "75th" [1990?]
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