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At that moment, as if to discourage
the power cams back on. And 1'd rather

One of my chores in the last couple
our finances so that we are comfortable
brooding about some of the safer second
here I think aaybe I'll get involved in
to manage and more undsr my control.

us should have to worry about earning any more money.
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me from unnecessarily extravegant thoughts,
think like an islander,

of months has been to try to sort out

and without concern. In town I was
mortgages available, but now that I'm
first mortgages on the island, easier

If I arrange things sa2nsibly, nsither of

Helen's pension is about

5200 a month after 40 y2ars' teaching; so it's a good thing we've built up a
fair capital over the years. As things lokk, we should be able to live

very comfortably hsre and take a trip or so a ysar on khat we have., Then
whatever comes in from writing can be put into capital investment for ilnsurance
against inflation.

30 1f I could just get myself a new back, we'd be in excelgdent shape.
now that the move is over and I can figure out a routine, it won't be too
much of am nulsance, except in the inevitable extreme episodes.

The new novel, The Young In One Another's A“ms, comes out in January.
Lesbian Images will be out in July in paperback. with a more civilized cover
than the hardback, amazing luck. Canadian Fiction iagazine is devoting x
the idovember issue to my work, and Chatelaine has Jjust bought one of nmy
Harry and Anna storiss {(as in "House"). On what other p=ople consider the

Actually,
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negative side, John H,fsess came out to do a profile for the Globe and lail,
having been turned down by Week-end, Chatelalne, The Canadian, and 3aturday iight
and once he'd done the profile, the Glodbe and Mail also turned it down. dt
matters not a pin to me since publicity usually causes me nuisance rather than
sales of books, but John Hofsess is enraged, convinced that there is a conspiracy
against me to keep my from my audience. I haven't the heart to tell him that
I'd just as soon be kept. Oh, I'm glad to books get into print (Theme is out
again as of yesterday, another 4000 copies printed), but I mainly ®sant time
and peace to work.
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I'm glad Harion dngel's The Bear is doing well, It's a fine book, as hzx
is her collsction of short stories. I was sorry not to get to Ottawa to
see her again and other writing buddies, but maybe I'll manage it next
spring, though crossing the country in neck brace is stil a pretty daunting
idea. I may try it in September to visit Marie-Claire and Mary in lontr=al,
but I'm not yet sure. I'll know better at the end of the summer.

Just heard from Peggy that she has a little girl. Since Don and Ann Zailey
have just had a son, I feel rather more than usually tribal with my writing
friends.

I've got to go into Vancouver on the 16th for a reception Doubleday is
giving for its B.C. writers. I should fly since it's being held at the
Bayshore, but we've decided to do something useful as well and pich up
a hind quarter of beef for our freezer,

Have a good and peaceful summer, and I do hope your publisher comes
through with the book.

Love to you and Kathy,

§ aeas





