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construction of fortifications and * of Michuo Nachuo, chief, . /
military installations in the Truk * Dublon Island. : e
Atoll prior to December 1941, use = > B e ANV
of forced native labor without - . \ AN
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of equal rights to Americens on Yap. * 7’
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f] Taken at: Moen ISland'\?iEE/ﬁéd Central Carolines.

\\
E, Date: Fobruary 25, 1946.

In the presence of:

Thomas Santamaria, first lieutensnt, U, S,
Marine Corps Reserve.

Reporter: George C. Lishka, corporal, U, S. Marine

Corps Reserve.

Interpreter: Artie Moses, chief of Uman Island.
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Thomas Santamaria, first lieutenant, U, S,
Marine Corps Reserve.

State your name, permanent home address, =2nd occupation,
Michuoe Nachuo, chisf, Dublon Island,

How long have you lived on the island of Dubdlon?
Twenty-five years.

Jow long have you been living in the Truk Atoll?
Twenty-five years.

Have you any kmowledge of fortifications or military installations
constructed by the Jananpge on this island prior to December 1941?
Yos,
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State what you know of your own knowledge about the installations.
About the middle of 1941 on the islend of Dublon on the enst side
on top of a hill the Japmnese commenced construction. They built
two berracks, two warshouses, and one radar station. Concrete
emplacements were set and three guns, appearing to be six inch
guns, were installed there. A platform was erected and a search-
light placed there. On the south side of Dublon a fuel dump was
established. Close to the fuel dump one large cave was dug and
concrete reinforced. This wos used to store smmunition and pro-
visions. o other fortifications or military installstions were
eracted prior to December 1941 i

i
sl !QM&ML"' e o

e T alaad of Dation ¥ notlce numerous buildings, barracks,

warehouses, radio stations, and a hospital, when were these built?
After December 1941.

Along the west shore line of Dublon I notice many guns, when wore
these installed?
After Decoember 1941,

In the central section of Dublon, up in the hills, I notice many
guns, caved housed guns, and machine guns, when were these in-
stalled?

After Decembor 1941.

Do you recall any other installations established before December
19417

A lookout tower was built before Docember 1941 =and wircless
communication established with Japan.

On Pablon they heve radio stations inside caves, when were they
installed?
After Decombor 1941,

On the south side of Dublon I notice a seaplanc base, when was
that constructed?
After December 1941.

On top of the hills in the west szction of Dublon there are many
large guns, when were these installed?
After December 1941.

Do you know of any military installations and fortifications con-
structed before December 1941 on other islands theresbout?
Yes,

What island?
Eten.
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% tailt there?

Jarir lubz on the island of Eten the Japanese built an asirfield. A
platforr wes erected and a searchiight pl=zced there. A concrete emplace—
ment for one large sun was constructed and a sun 2bout five inches in
diameter wes placed thereon., They also installed machine guns, a radar
station, and dus three cavee, reinforced them with concrete and stored
ammur1t1 . and UTO“ISILDG in the cevesgj
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Do you know of any natives that were forced to work by the Japanese and

not adequately rermwmerated?
Yes.

State what you know of your own knowledge about these cases.

Durines 1943, 1944, and 1945 we were forced to furnish the Japanese two
hundred fifty men, who were paid at the rate of one yen and twenty sen
per day, and one hundred fifty women, who were paid eighty sen per day.
From Jenvary 1944 until the end of the war one hundred sixty-seven
persons worked thirtytwo days without pay.

How many hours per day dic these peonle have to work?
Eizht hours a day.

How many days did you have to furnish working personnel?
Seven davs a week.

Do you know the names of any of the persons who were in charge while
the construction of military installations and fortifications was going
on at Bten prior to December 19417

Topyama was the navy officer in charge.

Do you know the names of any of the persons who were in charge while the
construction of military installations and fotifications was going on at
Dublon prior to December 19417

I don't know,

Do you kmow who wes in charge when you had to furnish forced labor?
Visichawa, Jap~nese commander, in charge of Dublon, was the person our °
forced labor khad to report to daily.

Do you mow of any circumstances of denial of equal rights to Americans
on Yap? :

Yo.

Is there any information that I haven't requested tﬂat you would like %o
add to the testimony alrecady given?

Yo. There were quite a2 few mires put around the Truk Atoll after
Docember 1941,

/e/ Mitsuo Natsuo
Mitsuo Natsuo
chief,
Dublon . Island.
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Moen Island
Truk asd Central Carolines

I, Michuo Nachuo, of lawful age, being duly sworn on oath, state
that I have resd the foregoing transcription of my interrogstion and
all ansvers contained therein are true to the best of my knowledge snd

belief.
[s/ Mitsuo Natsuo

Mitsuo Natsuo

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 4th day of March 1946,

[s/ T. Santamaria
T. SANTAMARIA,
lst It,., USMCR.,
Legal Officer

Moen Island
Truk and Cesntral Carolines

I, artie Moscs, of lawful age, being duly sworn upon oath state
thot I truly trensl~oted the questions nsked and answers given and that
after beinz transcribed, I truly translated the foregoing deposition
containing _3 pages, to the witness; that the witness thereupon in
my presence‘affixed his signature thereto.

ls/ Artie Moses

Artie Moses

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 4th day of March 1946,

s/ T. Santamaria
T. SANTAMARIA,
1st Lt., USMCR.,
Legal Officer.

I, T. Santamaria, first lieutenant, 032989, U.5.M.C.R., certify
that on February 25, 1946, personslly appeared before me Michuo Nachuo,
and gave the foregoing answers to the several questions set forth;
that after his testimony had been transcribed, the sald Michuo Nachuo
read the same and affixed his signature thereto in my presence.

Place: Headquarters Military Government, [s/ T. Santamaris

Truk and Central Caroline T, SANTAMARIA,
Islands. 1st Lt., USHCR.,
Island Command, Truk
Date: March 4, 1946
CONFIDENTIAL

R ¢

R




Doc. 1887 Pege 1

Copy_1
U.S.5.R : Q b
People's Commissariat 52%2\ i
of the Navy
CEHIZXP of TO GOLUNSKY S.A.
Naval General Navy Staff
of the U.S.S.R. Navy ASSOCIATE PR0OSECUTOR ¥OR THEE
February, 20th 1946 SOVIET UNION IN THE INTERNA-
append. to N. 34563 c¢ A TIONAL MILIWARY TRTIZUNAL IN

Moscow TOKYO.

I Inform you that the Naval Gencral Staff of the U.S.S.R. Navy has at
its disposal the following data on the measures taken by Japan to tie up
the Soviet navigation in the course of World War.

These measures may be divided into the following three groups:

1, Closing for navigation the straits connecting the open seas which
was a viclation of the freedom of the seas and violatirn of article 9 of
the Portsmouth treaty concerning the navigation in the straits of Laperuse..

2. Examining and holding up on Soviet ships by the Japanese command
accompanied by the violation of generally recognised principles of inter-
national law:

3. Attacking and sinking of Soviet ships.

l. At the beginning of World War II Japen proclaimed the Straits of

Laperuse, Sangar and Korea her "Naval defensive zones" (Statement N 38 of

the Naval Ministry, in the official fovernment Bulletin "Kanpo",
December 8, 1941).

This measure enabled the Japanese suthorities to control the Japanese
Sea and its outlets and was directed against the U.S5.S.R.

An attempt to establish a control of this kind on the part of Japan
had already taken place before Japan entered the war.

This is testified by the statement of the Japanese Ambassador in
Moscow addressed on August 25, 1941 to the People's Commissar of Foreign
Affairs of the U.S.S.R. to the effect that the shipment from the U.S5.A. to
Vliadivostok of the materials purchased by the U.S.S.R. creates an "embar-
rassing and a very delicate situation" for Japar, so far as these purchases

are shipped close to the Japanese territory. In connection with this the
Japanese government requested that the Soviet government should pesy serious
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attention to that fact, especially tn the guestion of the routes and
means of thesc shipments.

In reply to this the Soviet govermment found it necessary to make a
statement that it could not but consider the astemzt to ninder the trade

"(TJ

b@pwqen the U.S.S5.R. and the USA through the Far-Fastarn ncrus and
unfriendly act towards the U.S.S.R. (”In The People's Commissariat of

Ao

Foreign Affairs" ~ statement publiished in the Moccow Press, lLagast 26,
1941).

Sincs June, 1941 the Japranese Authorities proa LQ 1ed the streitch of
water to the west of the Pescador. Islands to the Chianeszs mainlandi in the

S e e . o =
straits of FoTrmosa a dengerous zone 1o navigaticn. o sa:f zone practi-

cally blocks the straits of Formosa (it stretches azca’ 60 o'ler longitudi-
nally and about 100 miles latitudinally;.

Since August 15, 1944 a zone around Formosa Islaad stretching
miles from the shore was additionally proclaimed dangerous for navig
Furthermore, according to the earlier data the androaLHC° %0 the st
of Hoko-ko from the South and the North (On the TFormosa island to %
of the Pescador Islandg) were mined. The approaches to the ports of the
Chinese coast located in the Straits were mined as well.

Whereas there is an agreemeat (exchange of notes, 19/vII - 18/X 1895)
between the Russian and the Japanese governments on thoe ziztis of the straits
in accordance with which the Japanese goverament svsenced that the straits
of Formosa were an imvortant international sza-route, and that "therefore
this straits are outside the sphere of its exclusive control and use®.

(BE.D. Grimm. Symposium of treaties and other docunents nn the history of
international relations in the Far East, 1927).

Legal status of Soviet trade shipping (before the declaration of war
by the U.S.S.R. on Japan) was determined by their belonging to a neutral
country. Since the straits were proclaimsd by Japan *naval cdefensive
zones" the neutral Soviet trade ships might have had the right to go not
only through the Straits of Laperuse (art. 9 of the Portsmouth treaty),
but also through the Sangar, Korean end Formosa Straits, straits of
international importance.

The Soviet Union was particularly interested in using the Sangar
Straits, which directly connect the Japanese Sea with the Facific.

The use of Laperuse Straits for gavigation ie leze advantageous. In
the first place, the slraits connect the Jg'a nese Sea with the Ssa of
Okhotsk, and the latter with the Facific through the Xuril Straits, which

Inatura;ly, makes the route longer and hampers shippinj} and secordly,
soviet ships can pass throu oh the Lspsruse straits from Jancary to April
only withi the help of powerful icebreakers.

The Soviet government frequently requested that the Jepanese governments
opren the Sangar straits free from ice in the winter months for Soviet trade
ships, but those requests were declined under the zretesal that thic zcne
was a defensive one.
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By way of compromise the Japanecse suggested that Soviet shipg rsvigate
through the Korean straits and further Nerth, to the Fast of the Xyushu
and Honshu Islands.

essary to keep tc a def! feirway to pass

Eeb'n«f" 14. 1942. the Japanese Commend fixed
on daxunary 21, 1943, the coxditions of naviga-

143 were again changed.

At first it was no% nec
through the straits, but on

the linits of fairways
tion for Soviet ships pag sing through the Koresn Shr

(2 T

e
In the straits and around the Island of Kyushu new fairways were fixed.

For the navigalbion in the raslfic were indi
the Soviet ships were not allowed to cross and
of the Island of Homsiru besides the fact, thas
Korean straits indicated by the Japanese was disadvan
dangerous for navigaticn and threatencd the safe solil
which is corroborated by the shipwreck of the FAngarstroil, the "Xola¥,
and the Ilmen" {(Appendix N 4). A 2

of Soriet vessels,

After these shipwrecks Soviet boats stovred navigating in the Korean

e

Straits. The Straits of Laperuse werec practically clossd since the Japanecge
had left only two narrow fairways for the passage of Soviet ships.

he passa.e throush the fairways of the Laperuse Straits cduring the
winter months took extra fifteen days for the shins could ﬂnly rass with

the help of isrebreakers there ofien was a danger iFor the ships to getl
Jammed and drift icebound,

2. The right of the belligerent party to stop and examine the tradeships
of neutral countries, was resorted to by the Javencse Naval Command, not
only in full measure but alsn so captiously (1nviudirg holding up ships

for a long time) that it rendered navigation in the Laveruse, Korean and
Kuril Straits practically impossible. Below is given a table of the number
of stovpases and delays by the Japanese of the Soviet ships bound overseas

in the Pacific from !

lugnst 194% to the end of the year 1944,

=

T.A B
Destination Laperuse Korean Karil Other Fo—
Regions Straits Straits Straits resions tal Notes
En route %o
USA 45 23 3 7 78 Qut of 178
ghicvs 3 were
heid up by
En route the use of
from USA 63 24 9 % 100 earms; 8 ships
were taken o
the Javanecse
rorts.
P
Total 108 52 12 8 ks
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example of prolonged holding uv of Soviet ships.

At 9.02, April 29, the ship was held up by a Japanese patrol boat
and was released only on June 28, 1943. (Appencix ¥ ).

On exanining the ships the Japanese officers offered the capiains to
sign certificates vrepared befnrehand by the Japanesc fava_ Command accord-
ing to a certain form (Appendix N 2) Demandirg signing such certificates
is contrary to the principles of international law.

3. Deliberately creating difficulties for the nevigation of Soviet ftrade
vessels on the routes Viadivostok—Petrosavolivsk-USA norits, the Japanese
did not hesitate to destroy soviet ships. whenever they considercd 1t
)exﬁé&iem,

The following documents are given in the apfendixes:

a. Extracts from the detailed report of the captain of the "Vanzette"
which was_attacﬁed by a Japanese plane and later was towed to the harbour

P——— X e

of Kusimoto (Apprendix N 3).

b. Description (based on the captains' repsrts) of the sinkings of
the ships: the "Krechet", "Penkop", "Mailkop", "Argarstroy®, *Ilmen',
"Kola", "Belorussia' (Appendix N 4).

ADMIRAL OF THE FLEET  (Signed Isakov)

CERTIFICATE OF. TRANSLATION OF
THE ABOVE DOCUMENT

I, 4. KUNIN, hereby certify that I am thoroughly coaversant with the
Russian and English languages; and the above is a corrsci and true trans-
lation of the indicated document.

A. KUNIN
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I, FERDINAND Z, EM
ISLANDS, being . e
now cmDLo red. a3 an 1rteﬁprete: at Navel Ay Base
No. 3234, MAJURD ATOLL ~ was sttendinz school in
Japan until TL whnen L returned to the MARSHALL
IST.A IDS JAL ;

PCOIL, MARSHALL
cay that I am
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AFFIANT further ttates that ia fugust, 1
to WOIJE ATOLL end was emplioyed as an a3
surveyor wro was taking measurcments ¢

(" [

a
<) :
isiands, The Jegparese commenced coastra cn On wae
‘airfw,ld at WOLE in June 1939, Abcut f_“uy Japanese
laporsrs workad on th% 10? The compement thaore
Lealied for Chreoe oflic and rive chiefs Three
hundred natives wera k 1 to construct a ua;anese
prison camp, Natives w>re paid one yen a éay, OCon-
struction of the prison ~“Lp was completad in October,
1939 aand the same mcnth prisorers came from Japan to
finisk their sentences in the WCIJE prison campe.

i After the arrival of the Jzpunese prisoners ail

Native labor with the exception of ten men and five
women were returned tc ORNDJ island, WOXJE ATOLL.

‘-v‘

P H " (‘)c
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AFFIANT further says that in November 039 all
trees on WOTJE isliand, WOTJE ATOLL wers cv% down S0
| that the airfield could be constructed, Arout this
time all prisoners (ovzr two thcusand) were returned
to Japan and about one thousand Koreans and about Two

thousand Japaness larorers qr::xei et HOTIE ta con-
1£$ gpgﬂmggg?ﬁn he airs Ls Jaulve _aboreis were
again drafted mi the hcadman of sach island.

AFFTIANT fupther says tna* he saw large quantities of
cement, asphalt and other construciicn material being
. delivered at WOTJE island, WOUX'E ATCLL ror use on the
airstrin. Before ccnstruction was completed, in
February 1942 an Ame“l" ot p;aze bonbed and sz“ade the
island. In the: nﬁght Nasdve latorers wore sot to work
to repair thé damépes .

AFFIANT Purther says niat Iat"va labor in 1941
was paid 85 sen a day. Tney were egiployed as masons,
bricklayers and carperde:s, Slekness was no excuse to



Doc. No. 6030 Page 2

stop working, A N-%Zve wa:s obliged to work for the

Japanese. If he rafi.cad to work he msually suffered
beatings and somet {m2< was sent to prison,

FURTHER AFPIZNT £ :IE NOT,

/s/ FERDINAND Z. EMIZ
ERFTANT .

I, VESDINAYT 3. TdL. , L¥FIANT, say that I have read
t.e aldy 42 Tovagiol 2t 1y ne subscribed and that the
>0 s trie o Tae: 23t of my knowledge and belief.

_/s/ FERDINAND Z. EMIZ
FERDINAND, Zo mMiZ.

Eei . re m:, on officer antiwrized to administer oaths
aprewred the affiart whose name is subscribed above,
this J4th day of Narch, 1916.

/s/ FRANX E, OGIREIT.Y

Licutenant, U.S.l.l.
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Excerpt from "Pearl Harbor, Intercepted Diplomatic Messages
sent by the Japanese Government between
July 1 end Decemher 3, 1941% P.19

From; Tokyo (Secret)
To; Washington

august 20, 1941

4487 (Part 2 of 2)

If cecmcmarec——— - the United States Government asks you questions
concerning the increase of Japanese troops in the North, will you
explain to them suitably as your own view of the matter what I have
pointed out above. Impress upon their minds that the movement of
the troops has for its objective purely preventive precautions against
unforseen SRETEENCTY and That by 1t we will be able o forestall any
possibility Of peate in the Far Bast b6 =

Recently when the Soviet Ambassador in Tokyo inquired about
this matter, I replied that so long as the Russian Governmert lives
up to the treaty Japan also will be faithful to it. The Ambassador
was very much pleased to hear this, saying that my statement had
clarified the matter, This is solely for your information.

If it becomes definitely known that the United States is shipping
iron, airplanes and other materials by way of Japanese coastal waters
to assist Soviet Russia, this fact would unnecessarily provoke the
feelings of the Jagapese people, and it cannot be said that it will not
have an unfavorable effect on the question of read justing Japanese-
American relations- a question which is at the present stage a very
delicate one. We would like, therefore, to see the United States
refrain from sudh action, Will you take a good opportunity and
tactfully call the attention of the United States authorities to this
fact. Today I personally called the attention of the american aAm-
bassador to it.

army 21235

Trans. 8/20/41 (S)



g |

BEEDSTITION

Doc. No. 6032

T K LTIV RS sy gy N,
} 1, ABISA, of IMEJ is! JALWIT ATO

, MARSHALL
ISTAWDS belhg dur =

= that 1 ar

-~ T T'r*'" AR
L1 Sla‘lxq ‘[\;_..U ..' '

. field. There were 1ws civisions of Kative Working
» parties. Pe would work on gun erplacenents and the
i other on the pier. These would be rotated. The Japanese
5 Navy paid Yen 1 50 per day andé the Japanese Commany
t Yen 1,2C a2 day. The Ccrpary was in charge of alil
3 supyl*e; for the Japanese Navy and suppiled Natives to
: werk for the Japanese Navy. Bc:ore the war the Natives
i that were paid Yen 1,50 a aay had to buy thei_ own food.
Others were given food ;1M¢Q;WN°VV,5 The Japansse gaves

ﬁw AL K».,, B 1,,<umv L ety

Tives oniy rice ard cannaed iishe. "nc* Lhe‘war

e Ytive Tabor | 'x Navai Air Baceg
in 1938 th Jap°1es h*rna Natives to " ®ees
FOLY %0 mgfe a place for the air

(‘

started and until 1% ended Yoth the Cormpany and the
Navy paid the Natives 85 zen per day. Before the war
the food was gond hut duvring the war it was bad. Tha

Natives were fo red to . work In the aizfield. The Natives
who worked at JALULIT airfield came from other atolls and
when they wished to return to their homes the Japanese

would not let thenm.

/s/ ABISAT
A.p S ANRT .

Wle, MANUZL DEBRUM and FERDINAND Z., EMIZ, Interpreters
state that we translated the deposition of ABISA fronm
Marshallese to English, and that the above anrni foregoing
is a true and ooxre t translation, to the best of our
knowledge and belief,

DEDRUM

L= L Lo
FLRD EMIZ
Before me, an offlcer autiierized to administer oaths
appeared the AFFIANT and the Interproters wiicse nanmes
. . = - . T
are subscribed above, this 16th day of llarch, 1946,

8/ PRAWK T, O'BEILIY
Lieutenant, U.SER.
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On deteining tre srip WScrgei Kirov" of tre For Eostern
State Learitime Agcney in trc Bay of 1to by thc Jepancsc Military

Lutroritics th to 22nd of Lpril 1942,

On April 5, 1942, trc srip "Scrgei Kirov" lcft the port
of Pctropavliosk on Kemchztka bound for Vledivestok trrough
tre Strzit of Korca with @ eargo of provisions.

In spitc of compliszncc with 21l trc csteblisted rulcs
of navigetion in trc vicinity of Jepencsc Islonds, at 10:00
tours on April 17, 1942 ncar tre Islend of Miikura Jime® lattitud
33 degrecs 30 minutcs Nortr and longitude 140 dcgrces 02!
East, trc scid ship wes stopped by & Jepencsc destroyer whrich

without finding out thc notionslity of thc skip, TVC maturc
of her cergo end rcr route, ond regerdlcss of trhc protests of
o rekov, proposcd trat trc srip follow them into the

Tokyo Baye.

In spitc of non-rcsistencc on tre part of tre crew of
tre s*ip, in cxecuting trc orders given from the destroyer,
the letter wes rcpeatedly threctening to cormit violcnec egeinst
the ship, end wentonly, fircd two vollcys from hcr guns, end,
likewisc, twice at night mecrinc-gunncd the ship.

Besides, at thc time thc srip "Sergei Kirov" wes being
escortecd, two Jeponcsc Military Airereft cemc on 4April 17,
2t 15:45 bours snd stertcd for en unknown receson mancuvering
end diving cbove thec mast,

On 4Lpril 18 =t 14:00 hours trec Sovict merchentmen seized
by tre Japencsc wes cscorted into tre Bey of Ito, wrere thre
Jopenesc kilitary Auttroritics conducted 2 supcrficiel inspec-
tion of tre srip end its cergo and zltroughk notking prejudiciel
was detceted, yet tre ship was not freed. TYrc Japenese kept
the ship in tre Bey under tre survcillence of 2 trawler until
Lpril 22 inclusivc e2nd only in tre morning of April 23, wes
it 2llowecd to fcllow its own coursce.

In tris way t¥c Jepencsc Militery Autroritiecs committed
the eforescid unlawful zction kceping tre ship "Sergei Kirov"
without any rcason for 6 deys ond nights in t*c Ito Bey.

Tre Militery Prosecutor of the Pecific Ar«
Lt. Colonel of Justice /SFLICFKOV/
March 20, 1946, Vlzdivostok.
CERTIFICLTE OF TRANSLATION OF THE LBOVE DOCULENT :
I, G. Mincnko, bereby certify thet I em thoroughrly converse:
witr trc Russicn end English Langusges; end trec cbove is & correc
end truec trensletion of tre indicated Documcnt.

Signaturc: Gcorge Minenko.
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® I, LANEZK

being dqlv SWO
in the Native

C s
I, depVVe and say that I am now employed
Labor Unit, Naval Air Base, Navy No, 3234.
In 1939 I was living on FALCRLAP AIOLL ani in that year
thres hundred Japanese andé four officers came to TARAWA
ISLAND on ﬁ,LOEL[P. They put to work fiftv natives to
remove treecs for an airfield. A 1ittle later five hun-
dred nore ud)-Pvae ceme from Japan. Eighty nore natives
were given work, The Japanese made the rnatives work
from 6:00 AM to 5:00 PH for 85 sen a day, The natives
worked at cutting down trees and meking ccncrete, The
trees were cerried by four rien to a specific placze.
Natives were also used to carry heavy loads of sand
from the becach the alr strip. If the native did

not work tc su;t thb Japanese he would be heaten, The
Japs sent people with DlJAGﬂ limbs to the hospital but
those who had intermal in 1iuries were not taken care of
at the hospital, The airfield was finally completed in
1941 but barracks for the soldiers and other buildings
were not completed.l

3/ LENIN
AFFIANT

I, FAIRDINAKD Z. EMIZ, Interpreter state that I trans-
lated the deposition of LAVEN from Marshallese To English
and that the abocve and foregoing is a true and correct
transiation, to the best of my knowledge and belief.,

/s/ FERDINAND Z, EMIZ
FarRDINAND Z. EMIZ.

Before me, an officer authorized
to administer caths appearcd the
AFFIANT and the Interpreter whos
names are subscribed abovse, tflu
16th day of March, 1946.

/s/ FRANK BE. O'REILLY
Lieutenant, U.S.N.R.




£
O
v

Doc.. No, 23254 Prge 1

REPORT

On trc detention of tre strip "Dwina' of
the ¥ar Bosihern Shipping Ageney by the

Jepantse gl coritics on July 20, 1943,
On July at 11 hours in tre Strait of Laperuzo
near tre er® Jopencse patrol-boet had stopped

oy B
ing for Pc+rov.vlosk. end took ker under
escort to Port "0t y wrerc Ceptein Watenebe and Juniler
Lieutcnant Tczuks, L su%ask’ Jf *he Jepeficsc Nevy conducted

inspection of tre carge and nn kcnded to thc local pollcg‘
authorities, i

Thc strip was in the rends of the Jeponese authorities

sinec Ju;y;EKLJJJJhidkﬁﬁiijéz, 1642 i.e, during the period of .

35 days.

fa)

T D

the ship ! DL;np' h
ox

The erew of the ship, and Yer 30 ps .
timc subjectcd to intcrrogetion during wrick trc Jcp nesec
officiels and in particular thc prosccufor of trc town of
otomeTi end tre of Ticer foni=irTi, Zcred to him, were rude
end trrcetcning., IrcC€rptein of trc s“1p ”Dw1n“" Peer wes

take orcc from trc stezmer by Jepancsc officisls and
police whko beat and insulted Yim, “LAftcr tris Peer was arrested

and kcpt in custody, then was scntcnced in ebscnec to 100-day
imprisonment or 2006 yen fine,

Fror. thc dete of investigetion the ship "Dwina" wes
detaincd under tre following circumstcnecs:

On July 16, 1943 at 10 bours the ship "Dwina", under
command of Crcptein Pcer cnd raving e load of 900 tons of crrome
orc and with 30 pessengcrs aboard, left Vladivostok on a
Voyage bound for Port iand of t%c“USh.

ey

On July 18 at 5:30 bours the s*ip, being in trc latitude
of 45 ngTCCQ 49' nortr and in trc lOnglouC of 139 degrees
051 2% cast, ond Yoving tre %“dlo—locctlon of Velkin radio-
bcacon tock trc coursc of $7 degrccs (-9 degrcce) lezding 2
miles to the soutr of Cepc Notora Miscki, with thc intcntion
of corrccting ber coursc to go through trec Leperuzo Strait.
Duc to tricxkx fog at 14:4% hours thc ship went et 2 medium
spced, whilst 2t 16:10 hours shc went 2t 2 slom speceds Soon
aftcr t?c s%lp lost its OIanT°f1nn”gndﬁJLn$ cground in tre
letitude of 46 degrocs 00, 7 north end in the longitude of
141 dcgrces 77,

On July 19 at 5:05 L., the ship got =2float by rer own
pOWET o
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On July 20, 1943 having partly creeked tre leck in the o0il-
tenk, ond V“Vlng clezned the oil in thre ccrtcr, and eadding
sonc fresh 0il, tre ship took off ot 7:5C Ad. to continue
tre voycgc.

On July &0 heving pzssed the "Rock of Denger', the ship
wes stoppcd ev 11 I by a Jepancsc patrol-boat, 2nd rcgcrd-
lcss of the protest of the c‘ﬁT"n, she was direccted to Port
Otomari,

utcs tre srip reesctred
de roadstead at e

in", 4t 8:05 4.5 the
icers who then scaled

On Julyv 2 043 at € Pour 25 ni
Otomeri ond C“, ep sneroran tre ont
distencec of 1/4 nile frem the ship %N
stip wes insveetcd by two Jeponese of
the redio stotion. T

-.

After thc documenis werc cx*rjh’d, a licutenont of the
Jepenesc Nevy made & notc in Jepencsc in tkc srip log to tre
following effcet: (translation moéc fo)'g ﬂn intcrpreter) "On
July 21, 1943 ordcred by our cricef Ceptein Wetanzbe, I have
made an inSDCCtLL end sc«pnricgg that trf ship's papcrs
end tre cargo are 211 in ¢ ncruu_ culy 1943, Inspcetor Junior
Licutcnent of Tre nn‘r;~1 Jep

penesc Ne v"‘Tffwz“ Mesetosthi,
Ceptein Pccr wes informed t?at snothe inspcetion will yct
be medc by tre loecel aunttoritics,

Lt 16,20 Yours 2 Jepencsc
end 16 crmed soldicrs ond offic rs togcckcr Wltk tkc prosccutor
of thc town of Otomari an intec
locel policc got cbomrd the sb

Ceptein Pccr wes osked a scrics of questions and tren
told by ttre interprcter trat trc s»ip will be put under arrest.

Tre prosecutor confiscated & scrics of ship's documents

and pkotquﬁgtgg_ztg_“f}pp

Pcer Yondecd = written protcst concerning the illcgel
detention of trc srip to t¥c proscecutor wro did not give rim
any receipt for it. 4 copy of tre protest addrcssed to the
Consul of thc U.S.S.%. was nct ecccpted by trc prosccutor,

On July 24 =t 14230 bhours the Japcnesc zuthoritics ceme
aboard the sghin witk tHc demend to erange tre anchor-rold
wrich wos fuvlfilled. 4t 17 rours the srip enchored 3 miles
off the s™orc ncer Rutzke village,

On July 25 ¢t 15 rours trc Jepancse autroritics witk 31
soldicrs armed witb riflcs ceme end told Ceptein Pecr end Fis
maetcs To follow them to trc shore for sn inguest by the prosecutor
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Thc Captein refused to corplv with tris dcmend and proposed
trat rc and tre matcs abovo-mentioned he intcrrogatcd on tre
skip in trec nrescnec of thre ~cv_vi Consul, After tris thc
Ceptein was not cven given an onpov*unrfy to pass orders to
tre cehicf matc, and wes by fiorge Tu“C¢y rusrcdwggﬂﬁ_izgg*ﬁbg\‘
srip, wrilst thc Prosecuter for

0 coneg 2svorca i g

At 19 bours thc Ca
office in Rutekes village,

On July 26 t¥c Troscoubor colled Pecer for interrogation
during wricr e S’JWCCG cnd wos Tade tc im ace ‘%1ng the
1attcr of violoiing rk' Jepencse- territorisl weters, His
interrogeticn vee conducted in this mennmer till Lugust 1.
Simultencously %tlc oFrbr membars of the crew were 1nterrogated
and treated as ruduxv as their ceptein,

-

tricd to get corrobeoraoticn of tre fa
was bought by trc Soviect Union in the T.S.4,
breck of tre imericchn~Jepencse wer, SO &5 hLO ﬁfIEé‘tt—t?C\

srip es trqgti,v — : T2

During tre intcrrogction tre Prosecutor eand the officiels
c’ e

1-..'!0 t"-\ Sﬁlp "D-vvlnn"

On August 10 2 court official ceme to Peer, wro was in
custody and cnnounced him the scntence of the Japancse court,
according to wrich Pecr wos found guilty of unlewful violetion
of tre Japencse tcrritoriazl waters, ond sentenced to 100 deays
imprisommcnt or fine of 2000 Jrponcsc yen. Peer refused to
pay tre fine, sfatineg that fhe sentencde of the court was un-
lowful, and continucd to sit in custody.

In connection with this the Prosecutor cclled Peer for
en interrogetion ncarly every dey znd subjecting bim to ill-
trecatment £ad to indignitics cotegoricelly insisted trat thre
fine be poid zrd rccommending s a meens to reisc the funds
to sell & port of C’Pgo fuel and the s»ip's equipment, also
agreceing to be pald in Soviet currency yct Pcer rc;usod
categoricelly to fulfill thesec demerds,

On fygust 25 the Prosecutor sct Ceptsin Pcer free,
rcturning rim all thc documents of thc ship, and permitting
thc ship "Dwina" to go on bcr voyagee

Wren Peer wes frecd, he was secerched once morc, all of
bris things wecre 1nupcctcd wrilst thrc Jepeancse money teken
“W_y;ijxmkixu}ﬁea—the_tlmz_oi_sg rct wes not rcturned,

On Zugust 25 ot 18 rours trc srip sterted for rer port
of dcstlnctlon,
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Trus thc Jopencsc military, court and police authoritics
deteined trc Sovict srip "Dwine" witbout any ground for 35
days ond subjcetced tre Sovict sailors to indignities.

Military Prosecutor of tre Pecifice iree
Lt. Colonel of Justicc Srlyctrkov

Larch 22, 1946

Vliedivostok

CERTIFICATE OF TE..NSLATION OF TFEL ABOVE DOCUMENT:

I, Mincnkoy G., hcrcby ccrtify that I em troroughly
conversent witk the Russizn end English languagces: end the
above is ¢ corrcet snd truc translation of thre indicated
Document.

Signoture: Gceorge Mincnko
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I, AJIDRIK, of LAURA Isiand, MAJURO AT
ISLAND S being duly sworn, depose udu sov -t
eﬂployed as an Il»@“p"e\rr at Naval Air Bas

LL, MARSHALL
St am

D
B
o) hrars

o

T

wJo. 2234, In the year 21940 T was le1n¢ on LAURA Is ¢and,

URO ATOLL, =i tha U“V@aﬁ ’rr aehnnccﬁ'sya‘tpi T
down trees on RIYA I?gand? fATURC ATOLYL, to make aun aire
field. The Japanese did rnov pay for the ftreecs they
destroyed as they prcmised vo do. Tails girlield was
never compieted., About the nidile of 1941 the Japanese
started to take all men f{rom MAJURO ATOLL, to MILLIE,
MALLOELAP and JALUIT ATOLLS to work on the bases. Force
was used in securing lzbor and those wio did not wish
to go were tcid that they weuld be put in prisoa or
they would be threatencd with a baatlng,J

FURTHER AFFIANT SAITH NOT.

Is)  ATIDRIX
AFFIANT.

I, AJIDRICY, AFFIAIT, eay that I have read the
above and foregoing by ne subscribed and that the same
is true to the best of my knowledge and belief,

/s/_AJIDRIK
AJIDRIK,

Before me, an officer authorized to administer oaths,
appeared the AFFIANT whose rame 1s subscribed above
this 15th day of March 1946,

. /s/ Frank B, O'Reilly
Lt. USHR.
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151-9

prosecution 0ffice of the U.S.S.R.
Military Prosecutor of

Pacific Area

April L 1946

S

Vladivostok

Oon detaining the ship ®Ingul® of ths Far Eastern State Meritime
Agency in 1943,

The results of investigation conducted by the Military Prose-
cution of the Pacific Area, showzd that;

The ship "Inguin® following its course in the northern fair-
water of the Laperusc Strait, northarn labtitude 45 degrees 49!
and eastern longicuae 141 degrees £3', was on April 29, 1943 at
9342 hours stopped by e Japanese war-sghip.

—

,// A Japanese lieutenant, en interpreter, a signal-man and 10

< others of the crew came to the ship "Ingul" by the Japanese ship's
boat.

X

The documents on the cargo end the ownership of the steamer
were examlncd and under suspicien that the sieamer was bought in
during the war, the said Shlp was placed under arrest, and

with threat® of arm: The cship #Ingul® was escorted to Port “Otomarl,
where it arrived on Aorll 30, 19&3 at 2355 hours,

Aftpr the arrival of the ship #Ingul" in tke port "QOtomari,"
a Japanese armed detvashmznt consisting of twelve men headed by a
junior-lieutenanr m-a ki, set themselves up in various parts of
the steamer, The radio Operatoris cabin was closed by the
Japanese. In the f,1¢uw1“ﬂ days the japonese military men were
reviewing documsnus znd inYerrogating the Captain on various
guestions, in the hope of obtaining an explanation that the
steamer was received in Agmerica during the war,

1

’_J

When Captain Bashkatov refused to present the documents of
the stearmer on May 18, 19,3, mo*ivating that they were repeatedly
examined, the Jupanese sterted to threaten. A battle--alarm was
given on the Japanese war-sBip and her guns were directed on the

ship %Ingul®, An armed Japanese guard was running and loading
rifles on the deck of the ship "Ingulr",




DOCUMENT 2311 Page 2

Without giving a special accusation the ship *Ingul® was kept
under erres in the port "Otomarit till 13.15 hours of June 23, 1943,

iée. 60 days.)
b S o

Military pProsecutor of the Pacific Area

o

Lt. Colonel of Justice

Shliehkov,

' GERTIFICATE OF TRINSLATION OF TFE ABOVE DOCUNENT,
T, Mirenko, G., hereby certify that I am thoroughly eonvers

sant with the Russien and ¥nglish languages® and the above is a
correct and true transiation of the indicated Document,

SIGNATURE:/s/George Minenko
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PR U.S.N.0,B., NAVY NUMBER 3237
Tuesday, March 12, 1946.

DEPOSITION NUMBER 1, .

§
———
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L

The witness, Johaniz, Chief of Eniwetok "?:ribe. Eniwetok Atoll, was duly
sworn and informed of the subje ter.

The interpreter, Chief Petty Officer Brown Smith, R.F:N.V.Re, was duly
sworn and informed of the subject matter.

The recorder; Ensign W.A, Helseth, (D) L, U.S. Naval Reserve was duly
sworn and informed of the subject matter.

The following interrogations made by me, through the interpreter are here-
with subtmitted:

E ¢« Qe State your name and title.

A, Johaniz, Chief of Eniwetok tribe, Eniwetok Atoll.

2. Q. Have you been Chief of your tribe from January 1941 to the present
time. :
Ae Yes.

3¢ Q. When did the Japenese marines arrive on this atoll.
A. In January, 1942,

4o Qs When did the Japanese Navy arrive.
A, April 27, 19410

S5¢ &Qo When did the Japanese Army arrive.
Ae. In January 194).

6. Qo Did the Japanese military personnel force members of your tribe to
work for them.
A, Yes,

7. Qe Did they repay you in any form for this work.
Ae NO.

8. Q. Did you request payment for this work.
A, Yes.

9., &« Do you know the neme of any of the Japanese units or their officers
Oor men under whom tl{e members of your tribe worked.

&, No,
/SZ .ng;;iz —
JOANIZ

/s/ Brown Smith
Chief Brown Smith, interpreter.
Sworn to and subscribed before me this twelfth day of March A.D. 1946e

/s/_ReG. Dietiker
RoGl Dietiker
Lt. (jg) s(E) UsSR

Military Government Officer
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REPORT

ON THE CIRCUI'STANCES OF THE WRECK OF THE STEAMER
WAECHET" . BILONGING TO THL STATE SEA=-SHIPPING
AGFNCV IN THI, HARBOR OF HONG KONG

VA«Y/ The Military Prosecution 0ffice of the Pacific Ocean
\15“3 Area has estatlished by investigation fcllowing:

\ That at the end cf August, 1941, the ship "Krecheth"
lﬂrrivcd at the harbor of Hong Kogg_tg be put under recondi-
/ thnT*ﬂmT' & efber 8, 1941, the rechdlticn,cf the ship was

! J*pan uﬂd'ﬂbﬁ and Greﬂt Britgin.

g

! To avoid the damaging of the ship during artillery

~ borbardrients of the docks by the Japanese forces, the ship
"Krechet" was led off to the roadstead state flag of the
Scviet Union being cn the stern, and other flags painted
on her cdeck and bocards. There were nc cther ships belong-
ing tc any other country: cn the roadstead.

Late in the afternocn of Decerber 14, 1941, artillery
borbardrent cof the ship "Krechet" was began frcon the Koulun

Island, cccupied by the Japanese.

The first shells fell on the stern and the bow. Then
an incendiary shell hit cne of the deck=cabins, and fire
brcke cut on the ship. After this the ship was scveral
tires directly hit by explosive and incentiary shells,
which daragcd the hull and the engine-roon., The ship was
ablaze and in abcut two hours sank.

The witnesses: the captain of the ship "Krechet"
Bazhanov, thc senior radic-operator cof the ship Pokrytiuk,
the rmechanlic of the ship "Svirstroy" Iordansky and cthers
estinated that there were 34 shells discharged by the
Japanese arrecl forces at the ship "Krechet" fron the distance
of less than holf a nile.

On lcaving the ship on fire, the crew ccnsisting of 10
nen gct intc a Loat and nade for Heng Kong. But a gun shot
was rade at the boat fron the Japanese side, and the boat
was forced to sail in the directicn cf the Xoulun Tsland

Doe. No., 2315
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After Hong Kong was cccupied, the captain of the ship
"Krechet", the representative of the Cormmercial Mission
Prckhorov and the enployee of the "Exportkhleb" Ageev were
surmoned by the nilitary authorities to negotiate on the
natter cf the wreck of the ship '"Krechet".

During the talk which lasted about 3 hours, the repre-
sentative of the Japancse conrand repeatedly threatening
with responsibility for giving false testinony cndeavoured
te rrove that the ship "Krechet" could not have been fired
at by the Japanese, and tried with all neans to meke then
testify thal it wos the English who had fired at the ship.

During the nonths that the crew stayed in Hong Kong
they were constantly subjected to indignities by. the
Japanese, who beat fhen, robbed them-of -their perscnal
things, rioney in foreign currency and food, and as a result
of it the crew of the ship "Krechet™ were half starving and-
suffered frorn Inanition and various discases.

The losses sustnined by the state arcunted to 17,700,000
rubles, vhich was the cocst of the ship,

~— ilitary Prosecutor of the Pacific Ocean Area,

Licutenant~Colonel of the Judicial Ccrps
hlychkov
20.,III.46 CERTIFICATE OF TRANSLATION OF THE ABOVE DOCUMENT
I, ¥. Gildenblat, hereby certify that I an
thorouzhly conversant with the Russian and English
languages:s and the above is a correct and true translation
of the indicated Dccunent,

Signature:/s/ _M. Gilcdenblat

5 ex.be
12,¥1 .46,

Doc. No. 2315
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R &2 0 81

¥ TIE FIRING ON AND PLUNDERING IN THE HAHBOR OF HONG KONG
BY THE JAPAUEST TROOPS CF THE SHIP "SVIRSTROY" BELONGING TO
TEE FAR EASTERW STATE SHIFPPING AGENCY, IN DECEMBEE, 1941

The Military Prosecution Office of the Pacific Ocean Area established by
investigation the following:

: That since July, 1941, the ship "Svirstroy" had been overhauled in the docks
f of the English company "Pampy-Dock" at Eong Xong, and by the beginning of Decenber
\\1Q41, she was 80-20 per cent ready.

Cn December &, 1941, the Japanese troops made a surprise attack on Hong Kong
from the Forth and drove the English troops defending the town back to the Victoria
Island,

In order to avoid the Japanese troops mistaking the Soviet ship for an English
or American one, the crew led out the ship "Svirstroy" to the roadstead and put her
far from the othser ships, keeving at a distance of 200 m, from tle shore; large
state flags with the inscription "The USSR" on them were painted on the roof of the
round-house and on the boards.

/" Although it was obvious that what the nationality of the ship "Svirstroy" was
and that she belonged to the Merchantile Marine of the Soviet Union the Japanese
olanes twice bombsed her, but without any results, After this on December 13, the
| Japaness forces began artillery rangins from the shore batteries and cpened gun fire
K\ on the ship "Svirstroy." Five shells directly hit the hull of the ship, considerabl:

damaging her and the deck-structures,

The 3rc mate Kovernikov and baker Flagin were killed during the bombardment.

During the Japanese bombardment of the ship the crew sailed in boats and landed
on the Japanese-held-shore, where the Japanese troops put them under guard and took
to the zone under the fire of English batteries on Vietoria Island.

Stoker Krivoruciko was killed and sailor Bochko badly wounded during one of the
bombardments. The Japanese did not render Zochko any medical aid in due time,

Fotwithstanding their lawful requests to the Japanese command to transfer them
to some safe place, the Soviet sailors were forced to stay in the zone uncder the
artillery fire during the whole time of fighting,

During and after the fighting the Soviet sailors were kept like prisoners in
the area surrounded by barbed-wire and under guard of the Japanese soldiers,
" 5y As the crew of the ship "Svirstroy" had left the ship during the bombardment,
they could not have taken food and personal belongings with them, for a month the
Japanese anthorities di¢ not allow the Soviet sailors to return to the ship sssuring
them that the ship was guarded by them; But when the Soviet sailors succeeded to
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e
"get there, they found out that the Japanese flag had been hoisted on the ship and

the Japanese had given her a trophy number, It also turned out, that besides the
damage dgne by the artillery fire, the principal parts of the engine and of the
stokers room were covered with rust, there were about 200 tons of rainwater in the
holds; the ship equipment, machinery, food and personal belongings of the crew were
stolen by the Japansse soldiers,

The ship was put out of commission but the Japanese authorities responsible fo
the bombardment and the plundering of the ship, refused to compensate the damage
cauged by them to the Soviet Union and to her citizens,

Those of the crew of the ehip "Svirstroy" who had left the ship before the
pombardment and stayed on the Victoria Island, were constantly subjected to various
<i?dignities anc. were robbed by the Japanese soldiers when the latter occupied the
island,

Because of the hostilities on the part of Japan the ship "Svirstroy" had to.
stay in Eong Kong and having been demaged by the bombardment and plundered she sanl
afterward, She could not have been led away into a Soviet port because of the hos-

tilities,
The amount and the articles of the plundered property are specified in the ac!

MILITARY PROSECUTOR OF THE PACIFIC
OCEAN AREA LIEUTENANT-COLONEL OF
JUDICIAL CORPS [ SELYCHKOV/

S ex. be,
12, Y1,

CERTIFICATE CF TRANSLATION OF THE ABOVE DOCUMENT:

I, M. GILDENBLAT, hereby certify that I am thoroughly conversant with Russian
and English languages: and the above is a correct and true translation of the
indicated document.

Signature: /[s/ M. Gildenblat

'
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DEPOSITION NUMEER 2, —

The
- arld

The

The
and

informed of the subject matter.

witness, Abream, Chief of Engebi 'Qribe. Eniwetok Atoll, lwas duly sworn

-

interpreter, Chief Petty Officer Brown Smith, R.F.N.V.R, was duly sworn
and informed of the subject matter.

recorder, Ensign W.A. Helseth, (D) L, U.S. Naval Reserve was duly sworn
informed of the subject matter.

following interrogations made by me, through the interpreter are here-
with submitted:

The
1, Q.
A,
2. QQ
A,
e Qs
A,
4e K.
A
5 Q.
A,
6e Q.
Ao
T« Q.
A,
8. Qe
A
9' Qo
A

State your name and title.
Abream, Chief of Engebi tribe, Eniwetok Atoll.

Have you been Chief of your tribe from January 1941 to the present time.
Yes.

When did the Japanese Marines arrive on this atoll.
In January, 1942.

When did the Japanese Navy arrive.
April 27, 1941.

When did the Japanese Army arrive.
In January 1944.

Did the Japanese military personnel force members of your tribe to

work for them.
Yes.
Did they repay you in any form for this work.
No.,
Did you request payment for this worke.
Yes.
Do you know the name of any of the Japanese units or their officers
or men under whom the members of your tribe worked.
No.
/s/ Abreem
/s/ Brown Smith

Chief Brown Smith, interpreter.

Sworn to and subscribed before me this twelfth day of March A.D. 196.

/8/_RsGs Dietiker
RoGo Dietiker

Lt. (je) S(E) UsNR
Military Govermment Officer
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BEPORT

ON THE BOMBING BY THE JAPANESE ATRCRAFT OF THE

SHIP "SERGEY LASO" IN THE HARBOR OF HONG KONG AND

ON THE PLUNDERING OF THE SOVIET STLTE FROPERTY
BY THE JAPLNESE

The Military Prosecution Office of the Pacific Qcean Area
has established by investigation following;

That the ship "Sergey laso® was under recondition in the
Harbor of Hong Kong since the end of fugust, 1941, and the re-
condition was stopped because of the opening of hotilities be-
tween Japan and USA and Grest Eritain.

On December 9, 1941 the ship "Sergey lLaso® was put on
anchor at the buoy L, on the dock roadstead.

On December 11, 1941, the ship *Sergey lLaso' was twice
bombeéd by Jepanese planes, but the bombs missed her, The ship
had identificetion signs and the state flag of the Soviet Union.

By the order of the Japanese command the crew of the ship
"Sergey Lasc®, including captein Guk left the ship and settled
down in 272, Price Edward Strecd, the town of Koulun, near the
Japanese Staff, and lived there under Japanese watch,

On December 23, 1941, stoker Krivoruchko was killed and
sailor Bochko badly wounded by the shell that hit the house
where the crew lived, The erew carried Bochko to the hospital.

The mein part of the sailors of the ships "Krechet,"
wevirstroy" and *Simpheropol® was at Hong Kong. The Japanese
comnand forbade those who lived in Koulun to have intercourse
with the Soviet sailors staying at Hong Xong.

The Japanese command through Lieutenapt Mitana who was at
the head of the soldiers guarding the crew of the ship "Sergey
laso® at Koulun, repeatedly demanded tha*t Captain Guk should
officially write that the ship "Krechet® had been sunk by the
English, and that the ship "Svirstroy® had also been fired at
by them, Besides, they demanded that he should write two letters
of gratitude, no matter in what language, one addressed to the
Japenese Command telling that the Japanese treated the Soviet
sailors well; end the other to Lieutenant Mitana, personally,
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thanking him for good treatment of the crew of the ship "Sergey
laso," Mitana said that if he did that, they would transfer the
crew to Hong Kong where they might join the main group of the
Soviet sailors and would be allowed to go aboard their ship, If
Captain Guk refused to do that, then the whole crew of the ship
\ "Sergey laso" would stay in the town of Koulun for an indefinite
time and would not be allowed to go to the ship,

The Japanese authorities did not allow the crew of the
ship "gsergey laso® to go aboard their ship, but it was noticed,
that the Japanese replaced people on the Soviet ships every day
and that the Japanese flag was hoistéd on them.

On Jﬁne 23, 1942, the Japanese Command gave Captain Guk,
second mate Timofeev, first mate XKiriy, chief mechanic Tarulius
and others permission to go aboard the ship with the aim of con-
servation of the ship, which was standing at the pier of the docks
of XKoulun, They found out that the Japanese had plundered the deck
equipment the skiper, pilot, buffet, caboose and fire equipment, the
- life-rescuing equipment, overalls, things pertaining to cultural
entertainment, the ship radio-station, personal belongings of the
crew, food, details of machines, various tools and materials.

Military Prosecutor of the Pacific Ocean irea
Lieutenant Colonel of the Judicial Corps Shlychkov.

=
5 exbbe,

CERTIFICATE OF TRANSLATION OF THE ABOVE DOCUMENT:
IT .

I, M.Gildenblat, hereby certify that I am thoroughly
conversant with the Russian and English languages; and
the above is a correct and true translation of the in-
dicated Document,

Signature; /s/ M. Gildenblat
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REPORT

CN THE ALRTTILLERY BOMBARDMENT OF THE SHIP "“SIVPHEROPOLY
bBY JAPANZSE AT KOULUN AND ON THE LOOTING BY THE
SOIDIERS AND OFT'ICERS CF THE JAPANESE ARMY,

The Miiltary Prosecution 0ffice of the Pacific Ocean
area established by investigation following:

The ship "Sinpheropol" was under recondition at the
town o Kouiuvn, which was stopped because of the opening
of hostilities betwezen Japan and USA and Great-Britain.
The ship was noored at the pier of the Koulun Docks,

Fron December 18, 1941, to June 23, 1942 the Japanese
authorities did not allow any ncnber of the crew to go
aboard the ship, and refused to give then permission to go
to the docks territery to inspect the ship "Simpheropol!
and to take neasures for preserving the cquipnenc and
other valuables which were on the ship.

On the twentieth of December, 1941, a Japahese descent
coning from the Koulun direction landed on the Victoria
Island and occupicd the territory where the house where
nicre than one hundred Soviet sailcrs -~ the crews cf the
ships "Krechet", "Sinpheropol", "gvirstroy", "Sergey Laso"
and sone groups of Philippine sailors livedy was,

Having cccupied the Victoria Island, the Japanese
officers and soldiers burst into the house of the Soviet
sailors and threatening with arns, opcned valises belong-
ing to the Soviet sailors with bayonets and took things
of sone value. They also secarched the sailors and took

| away noney, watches and other valuables. So, for instance,
|  they tock cormander Sokolov's gold watch, and robbed
4 stoker Starostin of his gold watch, ete. Then the Japan-
' ese officers ond scldiers took all the sailors out in the
// street and, though the area was under unceasing nachine=
cun and artillery fire, they lined then up in the square

74 in front of the house, and during the lining up the
/ Soviet sailors were beaten with barboo sticks receiving

f blows on their heads. . A Japanese cfficer twice stroke
{ stoker Diachuk on the brow with a stick. The Soviet

' sailors again were searched, and valuables were taken
\ fren thene That lasted for 2 hours, Then the sailors

e e

were allowed to return to the house. During a month and

Doc. No. 2308
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a half the Japanese authorities did not give the Soviet

sailors any food and the latter suffered from starvation.
Later they gave each of them 100 gr. cf rice per day.

-

The inaigni
soldiers subjected
SyS enot;caLLy The

vo which the Japunese officers and
the Sov*eb sailors were comnitted
1ou*n intoilcrable facs of hunili-
nour of SOVlGo sailor will show
whut these lnliv“Lrin vore like: 1in fthe niddlie of 1Ma
1942, the c¢hiaf TQHZJW-pﬁ’l o7 oi the ship "Krechet",
Pokr atiux, Viadinir Scnenovich ard the ch*ef~mpcnqnvc of
the ship “Simpheropci® were returning fronm Hong Kong to
Koulun, whean being not far from the karbour they were
searched by the Jfapanese policenen on guard. Then Pokra-
tiuk wras approaching ths bocking—office he was called
back by a Japanese sentinel who checked his passport and
afterwards crgercd hin to stand on hls_knoes and to ask

pardon for the nllebed cffence he had given thc sentinel.
Pokratﬂuk 'ot s,oxe of bayonet for rof‘uglﬁ'r Lo stand on

whllg_ggproechbu hLm, beuv hin w1th sticks. Thon Pokra-
tiuk was taken to the Police Staticn where the Japanese
officer having leargbg fron the passport that Pokratiuk
was a Soviet ecailor, interrogated hiz for half an ._hour in
the Japanese language 1naoprehenqiblu to Pokratiuk, the
interrogation besing acconmpanied with Ieﬁ+1_g_bls face,
Then his left eur was irdured with a stzong blow inflicted
with £ist, ond as a result of it Pokratiunk had a dull
hearing for a long tine.

On June 93, 1942 the Japanese comnand allowed the
captain of the ship "Sinpheropol", second nate Korsakov2

first mate Sidorov and ctnb¢s to go aboard their g;p with
the ain of conservaiion of the ship which was noored at
the pier of the Foulun Phck Tncv found out tnat there

was a hole in the hull of uhL ship "3inpheropel® nade by
the artillery shell which nad hit the ieft upper dsck of
the bow, that the cabin doors were torn away, the writing
tables broknu, the velvet fron the sofas cut off. Besildes,
the deck,equirnent, the pilo%, skiper, Lrffct cabocse and
fire equipnent, thf llfp—rpscuimp eoulpn\n , cveralls, per-
scnal belongings of the crew, things pc;ua*n ng to cultural
;enterbalnbent? cabin GqUipNunt the ship radio station and
the whole stock of food for the crew were plundered, and
sone donage was dellb“rctely done to the engine room.

Doc. No., 2308
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/ The losses sustained by the state ancunt to 10,615,000
( rubles.

Military Prcsecutor of the Pacific Qcean Area
Lieutenant Colonel of the Judicial Corps

Shlychkov,

Q\d

CERTIFICATE OF IDANSLATION OF THE ABCVZ DCCUMENT:

1, M. Giidenblat, hereby certify that I an thoroughly
conversant with the Russian and English languages: and
the above is a correct and true translation cf the indi-
cated Docurent,

Signature:/s/ M. Cildenblat

5 exX.be
12.YI’
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Yoshiharu Nagajims,
Head, Passenger Dspt.

Re Deferring the booking of passengers desiring to go
to UTaces in Inner South Seas Area,

Lately, thers has been a tendency teward the increase in
the number of forelpners deciding o go to the islands in the
Inner South Seas area, but since tie facilities of this line
are not only not svited In many resnects to accommodate foreign
passengers, but also the hotel faeilities of the South Seas
area, in genPTal, garenov suived to accomnodate foreigners and
bwnce consideranle lnconveniences are apt to be experienced in

ase of stop-~ove; s because cf the poor shipning ccnnectvions
ge51des 0001dental meals aboard ships of this line mpay -be-
olly abolished), we would like to advise you not to book any

' forelign Uassenger, if possible, for the South Seas line until

further notice

IF obliged Lo do so, secretly inform whoever is in charge
to accept apnlications only after they have been first approved
by the proper auvthorities. :

Pagsenger, South Seas Branch, #115
To Takaishi Hamano
Ass't Manager, Chicago Branch
Oct. 14, 1935

From Yoshiharu Nagajima
Head of Passenger Dept.

Re: Ban against accepting foreign passengers for South
Seas 1line,

We acknowledge receipt of your wire, dated October 7, as
followss

e please reserve 1lst class 2 outside two-berth
cabins Xasuga Maru 1l2th December from Yokohama Jaluit
thence to Palao also Yamashiro Maru 17th January Palao
Menado."

LIS L °
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We believe that the above was made in reference to the
schedule of last year, but in reply, we sent the following
wire, dated the 1lith, as follows:

"Referring to your telegram of 7th N.Y.K. South Sea
Island Line no accommodation available until March,”

As you have already received it, we believe that you
understand it,

As indicated in the Passenger Department's out Passenger,
South Seas Branch #185, dated March 23, 1933 (cony sent to
you), every effort is being made not to accept foreign passen-
gers for this line. Taking this into consideration, we sug-
gest that you politely refuse this apvlication.

This is to affirm receint of your telegram.

As an actual problem, in accepting a foreigner, even if he
is a resident cf the Scuth Seas, it is necessary for us to give
notice of his name, age, cccupation, nationality and so forth,
to the South Seas Government, which ccnfers with the Navy and
Foreign Ministries and directs us either to accept or not to
accept the application.

Such being the case, we cannot accept any application un-
less approved by the proper authorities, As indicated in the
aforementioned letter, we advised you “to secretly inform who-
ever is in charge to accept applications only after they have
been first aprroved by the prcper authorities.," Hence, appli-
cation merely by wire is of no use and even if an applicaticn
is accomvanied by a detailed letter, it is rot certain that
the approval of the proper autnorities can always be obtained.
Instead, it is believed that they have been rejected in the
majority of cases,

Although there may be some business reasons, it would be
wise to make it a general ruvle not to book any pnassenger for
the South Seas line at agencies abroad,

As reference, we are sending you a copy of Passenger,
South Seas Branch #1895,
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Passenger, South Seas Branch #121
To Kazuo Takahashi
Manager, New York Branch
Bet. 26, 1955

From Yoshiharu Nagajima
Head, Passenger Dept.

Re: Ships sailing in February and March, 1936, on South
Seas line.

In regard to thes above, we acknowledse receipt of the in-
quiry from ths Anerican Board of Coemmissioners for Foreign
Missions of Boston tnrough your letcer dated September 23,

However, as indicated in the circular, Passenger, South
Seas Branch #3385, dated Marzh 28, 1933, we have adopted a
policy of not accepting foreign passengers fcr this line and
since the schedule is of practically no use as a schedule be-
cause of the frequent changes, we have stcpped sending schedules
of this line to our foreign agencies, lately. Howewver, we are
sending you a ccpy for reference,

Through circular, Passenger, South Seas Branch -#115,
dated the 14th of this month and addressed to employees of
Chicago (ccpies sent to all branch officers in America), we
advised that all overseas branches make it a general rule not
to handle passengers for this 1ine, but since the missicnaries
of the American Board, Bostong which has made the inquiry,
engage in missiorary work thrcughout the Scuth Sea Isiands
and frequently make round trips between Japan and the islands,
Rev., Haroid W, Hacket®, representative of the above~mentioned
American Missionary society in Japan and residing in Kobe,
handles their passages, He seems to have a considerable number
of friends in the gecvernment offices concerned., Hence, even |
if you do not handle their booking, we are sure that they will
not experience any inconvenience. We are mentioning this for
your reference,

Furthermore, since the matter concerning South Seas line
and foreign passengers is a very delicate prcblem and the
actual reasons cannot be fraukly revealed to the foreig
agents, who thus might make useless and irrelevant inquiries,
it is suggested that you make arrangements to have only
Japanese employees handle problems pertaining to the South
Seas line and foreign passengers and to have all correspondence
written in Japanese.
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Passenger, South Seas Branch #129
To Tadashi Qshino
Manager, Honolulu Branch
November 4, 1935

Yoshiharu Nagajima,
Head, Passenger Dept.

Re: Ban against booking occidental passengers for
South Seas line.

As stated in the circular, Passenger, South Seas Branch
#185, dated March 28, 1933, no foreign passenger is to be
booked for this line, if pecssible. However, there has been a
trend, lately, for two or three branches abroad to apply for
cabin reservations by wire or to order English schedules of
this line for distribution. Hence, we are again listing the
reasons for the difficulty of booking foreign passengers for
this line and seeking your cooperation in this non-accentance
policy.

1, General reason.

The meals aboard ships of this line are of Japznese
standard and will not satisfy foreigners because only Japanese
foods are served, breakfasts and suppers. Also, there are no
hotel facilities in the South Seas, in general, to accommodate
foreigners,

2. Special reasons (secret),

The year before last, we received a secret order from
the South Seas Government office to the efiect that if an ap-
plication for passage aboard this line is received from a
foreigner, regardless of the fact that he is a resident of the
South Seas, said application should not be accepted until his
name, agey residence, occupation and so forth have been reported
to and approved by the said government office,

With the receiving of the dove-mentioned report2 the
South Seas Government confers with the Navy and Foreign
Ministries and directs us either to accept or not to accept
the application, but to obtain approval appears not to be an
easy task, for absolutely no foreigner, regardless of whether
he is a resident of the South Seas or not, is accepted during
naval maneuvers (which sometime last over several trips).

From the standpoint of national policy, the above measure
is necessary, but since the authorities concerned cannot
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directly handle the poliecy of approving (or disapproving) entry
of foreigners to the islands because cf the international situa-
tion, their entry is being controlled indirectly through cur
firm although it is a great deal of trounle to us. Besides,
since the schedule for this line is often changed for govern-
mental reasons, the schedule is apt to be of no use., Such
being the cese, it may cause you some Gifficulties in dealing
with your clients, but it weuld be a wise policy for agenciles,
particularly those in far off places, not to handle passengers
for the South Seas line.

The above being the case, we, desire all publicity in X
at; have stopped the rublication

of the English schedule (List Neo, 32) and the English guide

(List No. 58} of this line. Since the mentioning of the

latter in this department's Ernglish ciremiar, P, Ad. No. 77,

dated March 15 of this year, and psrtaining to the necessary

amount of advertisement and printed matter for next (this)

year, was a mistake, please abstract it from your copies.

Since the above menticned special reasons are matters that
should not bes revealed to your fereign passenger agents and
since without this information they carnot be expected to
carry out their work fully in cealing with passengers, it is
sugsested that you make arrangements to have ounly Japanese
employees handle problems pertaining to foreign passengers for
the South Seas line and to have all correspondence written out
in Japanese.
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P.H., #347
To the president of NYK
(Passenger Dept.)
July 28, 1936

From Kaguo Takahashi
Manager, San Francisco Branch

Re: Advertisement of South Seas Line in August issue
of Travel Bulletin,

As we have been repeatedly directed to refuse all appli-
cations for passage on the South Seas line when applied for
by foreign passengers, we find it difficult to understand the
reasons for the publicity given to conditions in South Sea
Islands and the shivns with excellent passenger facilities in
the Travel Bulletin, our magazine for foreigners. As long as
there is no special reason, we would like to request that
arrangement be made to withhold publication of items pertain-
ing to this line in the ture.

Today, for example, a passenger desiring to book passage
on that line appeared at our office., We had a difficult time
in dealing with him and even our foreign agent, regretting his
inability to supply sufficient information in spite of the
existence of such a new line, suggested that we send a wire to
you inquiring about the schedule and the existence of vacancies.

However, explaining to him the uselessness of sending
such a wire because of the frcguent change of schecdule of the
said line according to conditions in Japan, the complete book-
ing of cabins by Japanese passengers on every voyagc, the
existence of no hotel facilities in the South Seas and the
preparation of meals aboard ship according to Japanese taste,
I refused the application of thes said passenger,
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Passenger, South Seas Branch ;%183
To all branch managers
December 21, 1936

Yoshiharu Nagajima
Head, Passenger Dept.

Re: Sending of revised South Seas line passenger rate
schedule,

Since we have sent under separate cover 10 copies of the
revised South Seas line passenger rate schedule, which be-
comes effective from Yokohowa ¥armi's 2nd out voyage from Kobe
to the varicus Soata Sea igiands on December 16 for sailings
from Jepan and From S=2ipaza Maruis lst out voyage from Saipan
on December 5 for return sailings, please examine and accept

them,

Furthermore, for certain reasons, the rates for the out
trips of the Osaka-Kobe-Mujii-Ycokohama run of all lines and
the out trips of the Osaka-Kobe-lMoji-Kulung-Ndke run and the
return trips of Naka-Kobe run of the Saipan line have been
omitted from the schedule, but for caution's sake, we would
like to 2dd that the rates have not been changed and are the
same as usual,.

(References) Company report #1591, published May 2, 1936,
Notice, Passenger, #18

Passenger, South Seas Branch #50
Conies sent to all branch offices
april 8, 1937

From Yoshiharu Nagajima
Hzad, Passenger Dept.

Re: Mailing of revised South Seas line passenger rate
schedule.

The revised passenger rate schedule for this route, which
has been sent to and is awaiting the approval of the South
Seas government at present, is being sent to you (one set
enclosed; tzn sets under separate cover). Hence, use it as
stated belew, as though it had been approved, However, for
caution's scke, we wovld like to add that the out trip rates
for Osaka-Kobe-Moji~Yokohama run of all iines and the out
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trip rates for the Osaka-Kobe-Moji—Kulung-Vaﬁa run and the
return trip rates for the Naka-Kobe run of the Saipan line

have not been changed and are the same as stated in the noti-
fication, Passenger, South Seas Branci #183, dated December 21,

1936,

Note: West Loop Line - Three times - By each ship
after out trip of Yamashiryo Maru from Kobe on April 15, How-
ever, for Yap-Rota, oy each ship alver 1sf return trip of
Yokohama Maru on West Loop line from Yap on April 15.

To overseas branches:

The above is being cisseminated for reference, and the re-
striction against accephing foreign passengers has not been
changed, as notified previcusliy.,

Passenger, South Seas Branch #211
To Honolulu Agency

From !Minoru Ikomsa
Head, Passenger Dept,

¢s Ban against accepting foreign passengers for South
Sea line.

In regard to this matterh instructions were given in
Passenger, South Seas Branch #185, dated March 28, 1933, and
in Passenger, South Seas Branch, 129, dated November 4, 1935,
but in view of the current trend of increase in the number of
foreigners desiring passage to Inner South Sea Islands, it is
desired that further attention be given to the following items:

l. As a general principle, do not accept foreigners for
this route. If a foreigner is to be accepted, send in the ap-
plication with the details of the Passenger Dcpartment of the
main office for approval,

2. As reasons for refusal, state that the ships on this
route are not equipped to accommodate foreigners in regard to
facilities and meals and that there are no vacancies at
present.
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o hotel equipped to

3. Point out the faet that there is I
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CERTIFICATE
as to
SCURCE AND AUTHENTICITY OF DOCULENT.

I, YALE CANDEE MAXON, Comrander, United States Navy Reserve, do hercby
certify as Tollows:

1 I was employed in the District Intelligence Office of the liith Navy
District at Honolulu from September 1941 to August 19145.

s I have a competent knowledge of the Japanese lznguage.

) In the course of my official duties I became aware scon after the
7th day of December 1941 that all the property in Honolulu of the Nippon
Yusen Kaisha, a Japanese Shipping Company ginerally referred to as *he
"N.Y.K." had been taken possession of either by the United States Alie
Property Custodian or by the Foreien Funds Administration, and that this
. property included a number of correspondence files.

o I am aware by reason of my of ficial duties that the said property
including the said correspondence files remained in the custody of one or
other of these authorities until some time in 194/ or 1945 when in accord-
ance with instructions from my superior officer I inspected all such
correspondence files.

S I identify the portion of the file attached hereto (being I.B.S.
Document No. 2378) which is in the Japanese language and comprises eight
documents as one of the files which I inspected at that time. I took
possession of the said eight documents at that time and lodged them with
the District Intelligence Office.

Eo I identify the portion of the said file which is in the English
language as being the originsl translations of the eight documents referrsd
to in para. 5 hereof. I caused the translations to be mede immediately I
had@ taken possession of the said documents and I supervised and corrected
the translations, the alterations written thereon having besn made by me in
my own writing at that time.

s - The said translations are correct traslations of the said Japanese
documents excepting that the printed N.Y.K. letter-head and the printed
list of N.Y.K. Agencies which appear in the original documents have not
been translated and do not appear in the Englicsh translations.

b

SIGNED at Tokyo this 14th ) /s/ Yale Maxon
day of October 1946 )

Witnegs; /s/ Eric ¥. Fleisher ¢
2nd L4, AUSHI
Investigation Div,
I1.2:5., Tokyo
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AFEIDLVIT OF BUD.RIN B... FOEMER

'FIRST HLTE QF THE SHID LLTE OF THE -

SITf%{jrr“(“}‘ oF “thF 14, 1944,

ris 4lexendrovich BUDLRIN-

, 1946 Military Prosecutor of the

d lieutenant-celonel of Judicial

¥V having warned of responsibility for “
testimony interrogated as a witness.

\

(Signabure)

B rew—

3 gurn;de, first name, fother's name:BUDARIN Boris lle-
xandro-vich.

Mo N2
e ;ge: Born in 1906.

3. Place of birth: the town-of SBaratov.

4, Occupation before the Cctober Revolution: I weas on
1y parents sllowance. *

5. Occupation at present: Second mate.

6. Eduecation {(graduste of what school): high technieal
sehool .

F 4
7. nolaticns with the defendant: no relations.
8. Origin: of 2 worker's family.
8. TuVLOU ly under trial? No.
<floni ‘riy necbership -
| ; 11.Perncnent ~ddress: 35 Bestuzhev Street fl.7 Vliadivostok
I can givg the following testimony concerning the
irkin, of the stearer "Perskop" by & dﬁpcnese -
iveraft, T testinony is written by my own hand.

..t the end oi Wovobbnr__gﬂl T e prOLLtO@ fir-

> : st meto on the steauer= YPerakop". )
Urgzent prerarctions for the voyage were made, and carly
in the morring of December 3 we lefi Vladivostok MLthout

|
CaSE of the si

cargo, bound for the Surabaya Herbor on Jdava.
e ship w-s nct arred; we had neithér a gun, nor = single
n-chine-sun, there were only o few riflcs for guarding {
i c"i

i

i }t wzs a wost hermless cormercial tinber-cerry- |
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Our crew consisted of_3z‘uon_mndm3,igmgn who workead
dey =nd night during the period of preparations for the
voyage. Op_the fourth day after leaving Vladivostok
Wwe were located by a Japanese aircrait. i

~We were not Tar from Shamghal, and the day being bri-
ght, we could clearly see the b br zht red circles on the
Wlngs of the plane; they were the rilitary identificztion,
signs of the Japanese plenes. Lt the sane tirce it wes
evidently very easy to discern the USSE flag, the name
of the ship written in Russian =nd Znglish =nd the flacs
of the USSR paintec on the cznvases of the holds from the
pIﬁnU-~ftfﬁ“pLenneo on December 6, 1041, and we felt
that now we were under the watch of the Japancse.

In the night of December 9, being in the ~Chingse
ommwwfmﬁs "lehuolggnnskz liori-

ak™ ("The Seézman of thic Pacific Ocean") and learned =bo-
uf“U"rﬂn hoving opene” hostilities against the En:lish
and Acericens. SR
—In conncection with this news we took a nunber of
neasures: an inquiry wes sent to the Chief of the Con-
nercial Fleot, the crew was infirncd of the events, ete.
Two de=ys later, on December 11 or 12,1941 we, being
this time near the ccast of the Formosa Island, were
again located by & Japanese aircraft. The rlane mace
sgVeral circles over thb ship =t a Yow altitude, =nd
we clcgriy stw the Japsnesc signs on its wings z2nd fu-
selag

Our national ensign was clearly secn, 2nd the pilot
evidently identifiecd the ship quickly. Aifter 2 while
the plane disapgeared.

gn December 15, 1941, in the day-time, we saw an
24 2ft a¢ain, The bright we-s th r allowed us to iden-
tify its n= tlonﬁllty. It was a Japanese bomber. This
plzne, 21so located the vesgel It was impcssible not
to discern -nd not to see our state flag on the flagstaff
and the flags painted on the holds, z2nd when the airecraft
went away, 1t cecured to e that the Japanese had been
watching us 21l the time an’ that they exactly knew th-t
ours wos a Soviet ship, otheorwise they would have att- !
3cked her long ago. .

gsides, 1t was qulto clecr that the J=pcnese must

have been well zware of the prescnce of the Soviet ship
in the waters which were under their thorcuch control.

The Japcnese reconnaissance planes, as it weas alrea-
dy stated met _us systematic-1ly, identified our naticna-
lity ané did not touch us. But’ on Decenber 17, oa rly_
in _the morning, wo acain saw ~ Jopeness sirersft uncer

following circunstences: the third rzte, comrade indriancvy
who was on watch srw the aireraft and re;ortec to cart-
ain Denicov about 1t the latter sounded the slarnm sig-

nzl (as is usually done when an aircraft is located) and
sumroned ne to his bridge.
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- was about 9 2.z The airecraft
nede twe cr th circles and then rade ;or the shir.
The caitein and I watched it through the binoculars and
when it cw nearcr, we s-w on its wings the Japanesa
"sun' -the rod circles which shcwed, thst was a Japanss
dppepafti. . The pl;ne wzs making . fcr the ship, 2nd when
it wns almosty directly above 1t twe b rb: were drorpped
°nd fell off the starbogrd

but dxd not Inrlice any canag T

: Tho e wos T ffITT5?- it was o Japzpese twh- -
engincd beober, end it again Lﬁg'n lowering for the =ztt-
Sck. ho caTtWIn crdered the battle urit on cnty 17 zien
arred fifth rifled) to enter into sctic n, =nd the plane
wrs #et with rifle fire. Flying too lcw whon it was [fired
at, /the plane chinged its course, rade = eirecie, gained
altitude oné belrr already 2t 2 consicderable gltitude
it glided into battle course and éroprec two 2h
This time the borbs fell nesr the s “rkmﬁrd ag11n, and

£

dapaged the ship . in the secter of the h.1l N 3. The
demage was logated and fixed. lﬂvggmmlnubhﬂgurmvoyafe
thinkiry Chel doLan,h: decl=rc. war cn the USSR.

It could nct have been otherwise, becausa the
Japrncse krew, that it was a Scviet shirp which had sever-
al times bheen loentel by the Japanesa flanes.

Tha lsst piene, tcc, bad evidently ifentified the netio-
n=1lity of the ship, boeausc¢ had he not done this, he wo-
uld not hove borbed us because he mi;ht heve hit =z ship

of his own country a nvmber of which were sziling in these
watars

Thﬁrcfurg £ dgis suru,tQ°t the Japanese sank the ship
"Psr=kop" bein; zware that it wos .z uUVlO+ vessel.

I ﬁust‘_az that the 1l:zst plrne belon;ed To J=2pan I ry-
self g~ the identilication Slfhb on its wings. Lnd not
onlv Lys=Lf but everybcdy on. deck did.

. wftcor the, plane had Jro;rc% the first twc bonbs
which zigsel the ship, I uyself, with the aid of two
menbers <f the crew. set fire to the berrels filled with
oSckur which ha? boen preparec befcrehand on the stern,
bt inTtato = fiver— BN

Those who were in the . lane ss -w the densc snoke
couing from cthe deck, and evidently deciced to loock at
"their work" -t a sherter distance./ The plane lowered,
mede a eirele (an? it was then that we discovered its
netienality) and flew awcy. :

It st be stressed that the national flsg on
our ship wzs clearly secn curipng the bowbing °nC thet
vesides that we hoisted our L'Vnt11¢c;t3bn Flecs,

Flags with the inscription "The USSEM gade in *nglish
were paintel up the cenveses of tho hold,
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48 soon =2s we icdentified the pl?ne, and the bonbs

were dropred the cartgln orcdered to send a—wmirelass ne-
ag 0 Siniapere, =znd the wireless creratcr, conrade

N.¥F.Plisko, transmitted sorething like this: "I, the So=-
viet shl,,”Pﬂr‘ggp__+s in lstidude..., in lengituie ...
1 =0 attacked “y Ja;4nc e plane which is bombing us.
I ask for heles™ 3 :

The ressaie was received by =2n Erglish radio stat-
ion not far froz Singepore and Our Operator. reoc1vef
folloWinzr answer: "Sinrfanc does not hecr you, but I
shall forward vcur messace to them". We received nc
helyp 0L Singcporce, thouch we hoped thaf Fn-lish planes
would come, for wo-wmere only 250-300 miles of Singarore

; Believing .that Japen had declared war on us (for
we thourht thet the Japnmpese wuull nct have bonmbed a
peaceful shir if there had been m declaraticn of wa
if they hed nct boen ot war with the USSRk}, we cureu
fully blscked-sut and continucd ourveya;e intendins to
pess the Netherl:onds Islands "Netuna" on their laft.

In the ncrning of December 18, 1941, between 8 and
9 o'clock we heard the FO-r of engines, but no cne saw
t 1S _t.l"nu..). R

st noon the gong for dinner sounded, it thot time
I was on the sterndeck taking a shower together with
other membears of the crew.

At 12.20 the watchman in the crow's-nest,sailor
Nechaev cried:"I-see 2 number of planes left of the bow"

I saw 17 twip-engined planes. They fell in two
groups and made for the ship, one (there were 9 of them)
were making for the bow, the other & for the stern.

The identification signs (flags on the holds) of
our shir were clearly secn, we had hung cut our identif-
ication flags, the ensign was new and fluttercd in the
breeze, its colour and cmbloum brightly dlsp¢9yod. The
planes attacked the ship And started bombing and machine-
gunning at low flight our unarmed commercizl vessel be-
lonfing to the Soviet country neutral to Japan (by this
timc we knew that there werc no hostilities between the -
USSR and Japan). The Japanese werc surc to know that
the ship belonged to the USSRE. They were flying very
low over the masts and heving dropped the bombs follow-
ed the ship for a whilie.

Then turning back flcw along the board at the mssts
height machine gunning the ship. They flew so low that
we saw their faces, to say nothing of the Jepanese signs
cn the wings and fusclages of the planes.

The Japanese clesrly saw that they were bombing a
Soviot ship. The bombing continued for about 2 hours.
During this time bombs werc constanfly dropped, and the
glze_ni—¢he—mveh;ne-gunsﬁdld not ceasc. Bombs hit the

ow, the mate's storeroom where 4 men were lnstently
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killcd, the hold ¥ I and 2. Two fires broke out on the
bow and on the stern, the bridge was destroyed, plaster
and 211 . cthor lire-okv"ng ecuipment weas torn away.

"hen coptoin Demidov saw that the ship was in a
hopeless position he ordered to leave it. Part of the
craw were alres dy in thé wator, thrown out by an alr-
.kvu, ubh‘ﬁq begen to dO°C€Pd on the water trying to

s lm up tu the bonts which were not controlled by pen-
yl being machine-gunned sll the time.

C“vtﬂlﬂ meldLV, tne chlof machanic Pogrebnoy

_the charwoman Serdiuk and I remsnined on the ship.
The ship was sinking fast; now the pl=ancs began dropp-
ing bembs nct on thv ship, but on the mon 1 tile WALGT
who were constzntly Machlnc gunried 2t the same time.
ey

Tt W= i the water that Stokers Onipko, Og-rkov,
and enginecar Budoyan wbre killed.

It wons = horrible . picturs. The drow 'ning pecplo were
cruelly and atrociocusly shot.

In the—ond;onc of the Jopanesce planes made two
circles over the burning ond sinking ship, then flew
very low uver the pecple in the water and, having avide-
ntly takon pictures, flow Scuth following the other pl-
ANaS .

The cherwoman Serdiuk, the chief mcchanie Pogre-
bnoy, the captzin and I were the last to leave the ship.
With great difficultics were the crew fished out into
the boats. 12 _men of the crew werc wounded, 2 - badly
wounded, the 3d mate Andrisnov he=d his arm brukgn, end
the stuardess Doekhmonova hed 2 wound in the leg. & men
pericshed. ;
By night we reached an island. As we learnt later
it was Iatuno ¢¢1 nd. We spent the night lying at ane-
hor, end on 1zn€ing in the morning sailor Berdan and I
went to reconncitre the territcry.

Yhen we¢ reached = tblcc,t wa were met by armed
spléiers with gz Duteh uf icors =t the head. He zsked
us Wwhe we were and srids “¥Wo ' Te your friends, and I
shelPehals srogh, :

We returred to our comre ch aweiting us on the
s told thom, thet we were zosked tO0 carry the wound-
nd to send the c;otﬂJL to ‘the Putch efficcr. '

Aftor =cme Lime we came to the yvillaga ¢f Ranpai
1L§ legarnt thot'we were on onc of the isl-pd of the Du-
ch E:st In 1,5, called Great Votune, Lieutenant Zgter
*arrescnting Dutch zuthorities on the islesnd,
im, there were his sergeant, the Dutchman

b (h

(&)
197] LJ

YLDV“A, aj saley scldiers and the eiwilizn governor of
the le nd Emir,
e vilida where wa came was the centre of the

island, and there were no mure than 10 cabins there,
and m\1g them the “school", the "Emir's officeand
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the licutensnt esnbin. We were given rocm in the school. |
Phey g£rve US “; ricec and eigsreottes, |
.n the same d-y of Dccember 19, 1941 we sent a

ceble through tihe lieutenant's radicstation (he h=d ono)

tc the Du*ch quthcrities agking them to inferm Moscow and
Vladivostok ¢f wh-t hed happened to us and to give us

Un December 20, 1941, the lieutenznt told the cap-
tain, thatv the Ddt“ﬂ radic hed broadcasted thet the Japa-
nese hied sunk the Soviet ship "™Perekop®.

The island, where we were staying, was a rather
hilly ccunsry. &4 lot of cocc-palms grew there, and there-
fore beiore the war ships would come there twice a2 month
to fetch copre.

& kind of 2 picr was built where the ship used to
ccme, 2nt colcnial merchants had there a kind of store-
houses for copra end kept there some supplies of rice,
and of simple clothing and other trifles indispensable
for the natives:; in other words, the supply of focd of
the island was kert there.

fnd so, on Lecembep 23, 1941, a Japanese plrme
bembed that pier and destroyed all the supflles “i food.,
Therefcre the L’PWt“ngnt could help us nc meore, the vill-
agers frightened by the bomhing weLt away into the moun-
tains, end we were lgft zlone.

“iith the lieutenant's help we learnt hcw to extract
0il-cut—of coen-nuis, tu obtsin salt by boiling of _the

=

sea-water, tc bhske sa2go pan-.zkes, to cotenl turtles =nd
i ] P = P ST R R \orklng Vary Nard egchoi—us Tould get

only 5C-20 gramms of ccpra with a drop of oil in it, and
the rest ¢f what we had was water.

Without clothes, food and medicines, wounded and sick
runnirg all soris of danger in the jungles Scviet szilors

suffzred zreat nsrdships due to the pirate action of the
Jd&panese.

sfter the Japanes 2
Renzi once more; the sc Ly po“ulation of the island ard
the licutenant Wlt‘ his soidiers ran bhackwoocs and the

crew wes left alone _in the thickets of the jungles.

o e lived there for half a year. In the beginn-
inﬁ of JJne 1942, seeing the helplessness cf our posi-
e Gescussed the situaticn. A1l the islands, and
emung then rwrnco Java, Sumatra,-ass well ag Singapcre,
.au_lndu—c"lju a xnc h_ﬂw 'vnmv were oeccupied by the
cpaness. ITnNAy _letricen the US.E =nd Japan,
ofopg g - = stion of sending = group cf men
to Slngaporg or to Kuching on Borpao who rould state

Mtr J:;r

655 mﬂ,um ies the hardships of the
, and permission o get connected
Lad.\mgtok or with the USSR eonsul

|
|
2 UT&nes hzd bombed the village of
ai
\
|
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er a long and therough deliberation of this pro-
artoin Domidoy decided to send a group of G men
i1l the sbove said task. The ¢spbsin ‘thonght that
la crew could not go, for we had-na relizble Doats.
—Ie Eroup was iforme agq I tcgether with cother ©

men set ©To noerk ~“or'“¢ng our halfn*oken bozt (2 very
smzil cne) for the voyege. it tock usiid deys o meke if,
but 2 litcle fit for a wvoyage of 250-300 mils. But at
last tie work was Iinished, I myselfl tested the boat, and
though 1T wes cleer TO everybody that our enteririse was
very cdangerous hecause the becat was very old and had not
even 10 ver cent. of the ecuipment which should have been
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on 1t, we stiil decided to set off on our voyage.
Zariy in tho morning of June 14, 1642, I with a crew
of 8 men left the island. The comrades who saw us off

hed no hore to see us ct;»n, The boat was very small and
sC ercwded that no’'one cculd lie down. <the board wss only
15 em. above tihe water.  we had following supplies: f“ech
~Wat9T, coco-nuts, dried roots of the ubyu plant.

Ve sailed in the cpen sea 7 days; and at the begin-
ning c¢f June azriyed at the Borneo Island, "We were worn
cut, hungrycnaked ynd with a growth of hair. The Japanese
alreccy were o LOT at first we arrived at the town
of Srikey on the Eajey RI yhere on the follozlng aby
ve were mat by Jepanese sul@+§rs W ed us
and having learrt IT, Treated us rudely and

alts=— Omr The sane day we vere taken to the EUWH*U'
whére by order of a Japanese officer who had learnt that
we were hugdian ~a¢lors, we were sent to lunztic asylum.
Half the house was cccupied B —thinese and r'lays, 3
the other - by us I never sawaa>bager treatment, to
put cuite sane ﬂcn into a lunatic asylum was a refined
mocknrv e
~—*tT8oun a1l the 9 men fell i1l with malaria, ané we were
laid up in a hosrital. It must be said, that our clothes
vere nothing but m1s°rable rags. but although the Japanese
saw OUT suffering, no help was given us. Affer sever=al
days stay in the hospital we were taken to the town of
Kueching, where ve were asked: "What do you want?"

Wle asked permission to cable to Nozcow, .Vliadivostok
and to the Soviet consul in Tokyo. We were rufused all
this, and rcceived nc help there either. We were not
civen even a bule pizce of socap.

Next cay we were sent to binga“ore, We went in a
dirty hold ac0un{anLno by two soldiers.

In ®ingapore me iocked still more horrible. Ve ware
S0 - airty erd rogged that crowds of people fcllowed us
when we walked in the port.

e were put into prison, where we stayed for 30 days.
e gotl no rcﬁly to a2ll our requests to get into contact
with the consul, and in gener: 1, and they spoke with us
only cnce for 5 minutes. Ve lay on the dirty cement
cold floor.
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Once a day a dirty bucket was wrought in. There
was sCme stale kitchen drags with flies gnd worms in it.
We were given no water, and drank from the lavatory sink.
oan soldiers often treated us brutally, beat us,
t'”& on our knees.

AfSer 30 days, at the end of August we were taken
aboard a chip and were escorted to the Kuching harbor

1 the bBoyneo Isiand.
Wnile our group hzd besn travelling from Borneo to
”inga;oro and back the condition of the group remaining
1 the Natuna Island had become desperate and they had
mrnarcd to leave the 1sland with the help of scme Malzays
and to cone to the same
harbor on the rcrneo Island where we were brought to from
Singapore. |

We were gathered together at That harbor and sent
back to the Natina Island. ‘e were put ashore, ordered
not to leave the island; and the cutters with the Japa-
nese went away., :

So, we had seen Japanese authorities, asked them
to help us and to communicate with our consul, but got
nothing. We had been brought back to a remote island
and left to our fate

Emir confirmed the Japanuce order that we should
not leare the island and adied that we had to start cult-
ivating land (to clear away a part of the thicket to
plant there roots of ubi, something like potatoes),
because he, Emir would not bée able to prov1de us £o0d in
future. We realized that it was decided to keep us on the
islznd for a very long time. )

Heving remained on the island with no hope of re-
ceiving help from the Japanese we had to provide food
ourselves, and therefore we began to clear a piece of la-
nd for a "iitchen-garden". It was a very hard work. Half
..... ncked, without shoes, suffering from tropical heat we cut
t1@~s and lianas with small Malay knives (parans).

ind all this time we thought of leaving the island
and of requesting the Japanese once more to sernd us back
to our coun*zy,

¥e talked much ebout the way of leaving the island.
lMany considercd it impossible. But I did not give up the
ldea and kept thinking about it all the time. ifter a
while a Japanese ship arrived at the island, and 40 soldi-
ers landed there. e could not make out what they had come
for. %e asked them to give us food and to take us from the
island to Singapore or somewhere else where we could re-
ceive help and get in touch with the USSHE consul. The
Japanese refused to take us and leaving®us a scant su-
pply of feod sailed off.

This visit of the Japasnese to the island had pro-
ved to us that they had no intention to help us to rea-
ch our country, and the idea of finding a way for escaping
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from the island became permanent.

Once we learnt from the Malays that somewhere very
far away, in the Northern part of the island a schooner
had been cast ashore by the tide I decided to see it
and to find out whether it was true. Having ebtained
captain's consent I together with the 3rd mechanic com-
rade Baranov set off on search cof the place where the
schooner had been cast ashore.

We-walked all the day making our way through th:
thickets. "le had made not less than 25 km. when we found
the iron carcas of a barge lying on the shore. ~he had
evidently been on voyage when planes bombed HER. e found
out that some iron details were a little damaged, and that
all the wooden parts had been burnt. There was only the
carcas of a ship in front of us. It was 15 m.long and
4 m, wide. The carcas had one large and two small holds
on the bow and on the stern. - :

We returned to our camp, told about our finding and
after long discussions decided to put it in the water,
to bring it nearer to the camp and to begin equipping it,
I took up this job, and in a day the barge was near from
the camp. We cutea tree for the mast and star;ed putting
the barge into a decent state. ;

Emir learnt about our work and begame suspicious.
He had once seen a group c¢f Russian sailors leave the
islapd in a small boat. Emir evidently remembered my
group who had been rebuilding the boat, and one morning
when I together with several other members of the crew
was walking to the barge to work there he met us and asked,
"are you going to leave the island again?"

"Yes, - I answered, -:but this time not for. Singapore
but for Australis".

1 saw that Emir believed us, and saying nothing
he bid us good bye.

We were working on the barge. 4 Malay =pproached
me and said that Emir would send a boat to Borneo this
day to inform the Japanese that we were going to leave.

- In the evening a small boat sailed off from the
island, and °~7 day-s later a Japancse transport ship
ceme to the island and the Japanese announced that
they were going to take us away. They asked us why we
wanted to leave the island when they tcld us to stay there.

~ We began to make preparations for our departure,
and ‘mir led the Japanesec to show them our barge. :
The Japanese examined her and came back to the village.

On the day c¢f our departure the Japanese gave
us shoes (shirts and trousers had been given to us some-
time before), several combs, some soap, and when we got
all this the Japanese ordered us to come together and
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~ to sit down on the ground. Then a photographer appearec
and made us hold the shoes in such a way that we could
be ssen on the picture with the shoes in our hands Ve
understood thst the Japsnese wantecd to film us ulth their
alms, and we tried either to disperse or to take such
postures that to aveid tre falcification.

Then we were made to form a line on the shore, and,
the Jepanese banner being brought, we were ordered to bow
to it. It was evidently done also with the view of taking

siectures of this scene as well, ©Some of the men tried
to go away, but the Japanese made them step back into the
line with their bayonets.
The Soviet sailors refused to bow hefore the Japaness
flag, and the Japansse sterted beating them. A Japanese
scldier struck e, the stoker Zinchuk standing by my side,
ahnd several others, but it wes no focd.

30-40 minutes later we came up sailing in boats to
the Japanese mine~layer, went on board and were put into
the hold.

In a day we arrived at Singapore. On board a2ll of
us had been scched under the pretext of looking for a
china cup (its price was nct more then 2 cents). "e saw
that it was only a rretext.

We spent 2 night in Singapore, and on December I,
1642, after a one year stay on the island, we were put
in a small house¢ near the town of Dzphor-Baru which was
not fer from Singapore, at the very end of the lLalacca
peninsula.

The Japasnese comnandant told us how we should behave
and added, that JapanSL soldiers would inspect us every
morning and evening and by thls time all of vs should be
on the speot.

Yie were given little food of bsd quality and some
cigarettes.

Several times the captain asked the commandant to
let him connunlcate with the USLE Consul in Tokyo or to
dispatech’ cables to Moscow and Vladivostok, but ezch time
he was not allowcd to do this. ¥e stayed in Dzohor-Baru
exactly S%months. On June I, 1943 it was announced that

we were leaving for hone Lhe Japanese official Matsubara
who hed eome to acco'pany us began “taking care" of us.
We were given 2 little money and taken in grovps to the
dirty native bazaar in Singap:re where we were offered to
buy some c¢lothes in the rrg-shops. e were given so little
mcney that we could not bvy more or less decent clothes
even in the rag-shcps. Japancse soldiers followed each
of us close at our heels, end mister Latsubars was afraid
that some of us might escare (he understood that no one
would run awsy if he werc treated well). 5ut his fears
were groundleea. The Soviet sailors were disciplined and
did noct break any regulations.

Having bought some articles of cdothing we went on
board the Japanese ship. Akachi-iaru which took us
to Sayghon (Indo- Chlnas wher: we were put ashore because,

ﬂl iﬁ ﬁomt of the destination of the ship was cha
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‘e were sent tc tcwn and plzced in a veast empty
berrac. We were forbidden to go out.

There we met English prisoners of war. They worked
in the y=+d every day biullding some sheds there. Ve re-
gerded them as allies having been taken prisonzr and
however poor, we decided to share with them whst we had.
We handed them secretly 12 shorts, &€ shirts, about 250
pecks of cigzrettes, some soap, tooth~powder and other
small things.

Meny of our sailors gave them the last they h=d.
although the Jzpanese forbade us categorically to app-
roach the ZEnglish soldiers, cur désire to help them was
groat and we did it. The English scldiers lived under
very bad conditions, and they were heartily grateful for
our attention.

In Saygon we were under watch all the time.

Ve left Saygon on the ship "Alice" previously belong-
ing to Norvegians and captured by the Japanes-z.

On July 5, 1943 after stopping at Hon Kong we errived at
Shanghai where we were met by comrade Volgin, the chief
of the Consul Department of the USSR Embassy in Tokyo
who had come for the special purpose of me=ting us.

We settled down in the Consulate in Shanghai and
b2gan to put ourselves in order. "e .were heartily vwel-~
ccaed and given encugh meoney, clothing ete.

It was here that we could see ourselves. It turned
ou: that we had grown so thin, that the men's weight
was from 45 kem. to 5 kgm. But we already felt our
government's care and began to recover.

We stayed in Shanghai over 4 months. %hen we left
Shanghai our ssilors whe were placed in the hold were
searched. On arriving =2t Dairen ws stopped for a while
there, and it is very interesting to point out that we
were shadowed all the time. We left Dziren by train being
under constant cobservation of the Japanese gendarmes.
But' the Soviet vice-consul in Daziren accoupanied us, and
nobody bothered us,

On Novemberl9, 1943 we arrived 2t the Station Otpor
and found ourselves on our native soil.

The crew 6f the Soviet ssilors suffered privations for
nezrly two years, and it was the fault of the Japanese
pirctes who had sunk the ship "Perekop" by instructions
of the Japanese Government.

=11 the time when the crew of the ship "Perekop" :
was abroad the Japanese atthorities notw 1thstand1ng the
captain's frequent reguests for help and sending us ba-ck
to our country had deliberately “ept the crew for nearly
tvo years under very hard conditions.
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The Eighth HMeeting of the Investigation Committee
regarding the Ratification of the
London Naval Treaty of 1930,
Held at the 0ffices of the Privy Council
on 8 Scpterber (Monday), SHOWL 5 /1930/
Thosc prescnts

President XURLTOMI
Vice Presidcent HIRINUMA

Chairman of the Imvestigetion Committec, Councillor ITO

Menmbers of the Imvestigation Cormittce:

Councillor K TEXO Councillor KURODA

Gouncilior KUBCTA Counecillor [LRLI

Couneillor YLITAKATTA Gmmcﬂiarvﬁml
Sounecillor MIZUMACHI

Lbscnt: Councillor DEN
Ministers of State:

Prine Minister HIMAGUCHI
Navy Minister TAKARLBE
Forcign Minister SHIDEHARL

Chicf Scerctary FUTLKAMT
Scerctary HORIE
Secretary MUTO

(The rceting was opcned at 1:00 P.Ii,)
Chairmen of the Committee ITO ealled the meeting to orcder,

Councillor KURCDL asked whot tas the basis upon which thc naval strcength
stipulated for cach country in the prescnt treaty was agreed upon, The Navy
Minister renlied that the cxisting naval strength was token as the basis in
the Woshington Conference and that our country made the existing strength our
basis in thc Geneva Conferonce zlsoj that it could be scid that in the latest
confercnce although both Britain ond the United States advocated parity, Britzin
generally nade the existing navu" stronﬁtn as the basis, while the United States,
too, made thec existing strength a brcad sensc as uhu asis, and Jeopan also
uscd the existing strength as thc ba31s in a general wey, Thercupon the
Councillor calculated the tennege which the United Statcs should posscss on the
basis of Jepanls coxisting strongth and also pointcd out the tonnagec vhich Japan
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should possess in casc the existing strongth of the United States is teoken as
the standard, Then he ased the rcason why our country had agreed to a ratio
of strength which was very unfavorablc to our country and was content with a
result which was tantanount to the annihilation already of numerous wercraft
without engaging in e singlc battle., The Navy Minister replied that, although
we need not be shy at all from the standpoint of right, the Japancsc Government,
since the Washington Confcrence, had been satisfied with the ratio of 70% as
against the United States, and\since its instructions for the London Conference
were based on the rate of 70% ageinst the United States in total tonnage, the
agrecnent was made accordingiy,

Next, the same Councillor, after explaining the spirit of disarmament
in the KELLOGG Trecaty, which Delegote WAKATSUKT had referred to in his speech
at Seattle, UiS.L,, asked whcther it was not inconsistent with this spirit
that the instcllation of %oking off and landing equipment for aireraft on 25%
of the cruisers was ncwly approved in the present treaty, and he asked to
know what attitude and means our delegotes had takon against it. The Navy
Iinister confessed that it would hove becn simmle if we had followed the
KELL.OGG Poct, but that we had agroed upon the strong insistence of the United
Stotes.

¢ The sane Councillor then inguired of the Prime Minister why the
authoritics concerned had signed such o treoaty as this one vhich would cause

a defect in our national defonsc, and vhat counter-mecsures the authorities

hed to rcmedy this defcet, The Prime Minister answered that absolutely no
defect would be ellowed to occur in our national defense, as he believed that,
although therc nmight be a dcfieicney from the standpoint of operational

tactics with only the naval strongih permitted by the treaty, this could be
supplenented by other nevel strength outside of the restrictions, He explained
that there would be various ways for supnlementing the naval strength: One way
would be the rcepletion of the substance, and the othor would be the improvenent
of strategy, but that its practical plan was now under consideration by the
departments and burcaus of the Navy Ministry and was not yet in a stage for
announccment,

Councillor KLWAI seid that, olthough it was said that submarines were
not so cfiective as they were belicved to be by the publie, he thought they
were most neccssary and effective to o country possessing topography, national
treits and economic conditions likec our country., Stating that he could not
understand the rcason why submarines werc being replaced by airploanes vhich
had, an entircly diffcront capacity, he asked for the views of the Navy
inistor, The Navy Minister explained that he had only said that opinions
did not nccossarily agrec as to the fighting voluc of submarines, After
corpering the capacity of submarinces end airplanes, he cxpleinced the nerits
and denerits of the two and declarcd that the future of airplancs was beconing
morc ond nmorc pronising. To this, the sarc Councillor argucd that the Navy
Minister's words night have the rosult of rcpudiating thc operational plans of
the Tmpericl Novy. He said that the United States was cxtremely afraid of the
submerincs of the Jopancesc Navy vhich had rmede great progress since the Great
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War, and cxn“fssod the vicwy that so long as our country meintained the
cxlstinc naval strength, the United Statcés would surcly not dare to fight our
country. He then askcd the Navy Minister if the latter was coafident of
success in rcgainln in the next confercnco the submarine strength vhich had
been lost in the laotest confercnce. The Navy Minister rcplied that our Nawval
Gencral Stoff had decided to maoke wp for tnp shortage of subrarineg by air-
planes, and that utrost efforts would be made in the next confercnce to raise
the ratio against the United States, although therc irere no great prospcets
of success.

Next, thc same Councililor s
would f2ll belon 70% in 1935, that
hen it would become very disadvant
the ratio of 70% in thc confercace oend that, goncrally soecking, he
believed the cssence of national defon cs in bcing prepered for cnergencies
with standing armements and not to be exposed to danger cven for half a day.

He asked to hear the views of thc Novy Minister on this matter. Then he said
that there would be a great ﬂl;_crvqcb in competition for warship construvction
between the prescent tine ond the yeaz 30, asscrting that it wos needless to
say that J pan would be left far buhl‘d the United States if competition was
started after the naval streongth had been once repleted. He asked to hear the
Navy Nlnlotor’s vicrs on this point,

i : o against the United States
it was very clear that a tine would come
Ga.g to our country cven if wo gcined

n
(@}
Iy
He oo

The Navy Minister replied that if the treaty failed to be concluded,

then the United States would be hoatile to Japan and there would be no guarantce
that shc would not undertakc direct compotition with our country in warship
constriuction; thof although the ratic ozaingt the Umited-Statos 14 the $=1nch
gun cruiscr cless would Z2ll to 60% and the cruiscrs would be of old age, as
pointed out by the Councillor, and no on¢ could say Cthaot HO TroUDIE Trould

OCCUT then, it Wos HOT TTeo +I .t 6-Inch ZunerulEcrs could@ not nocossaril,

stand up against 8-inck gzun cruiscrs. HE agacd tHaT §6Tc odmirels.-even—asserted

that thcv could succcessTilly sinke-one-&~inch-gun cruiscr with four -destroycrs,

cht, the scme Councillor aslked about the circumstances for the foilure
of our declegatcs to obtain the rcduction of the tonnage of eapital ships and
also their guns, as had been instructed. The Navy Llnlutpr ansvered that
Jdopan insisted on lowering the tonnage of ea pltul shlps, but thet Britain and
the United Stotes, neking parity between thenm their mein object, had not
agrccd to our proposal. The sane Councillor further stated that he was of the
opinion that therc was no way of neking up the defeets in notional defense

unlcss we carried our point, end he asked for the N“vy Minister!s view on this
netter. In roply, the Navy Minister explained that bv defecets in national
f

defensc it was neant that a shortage in navel str would arise if the
tactical plan bascd on the alrcady established 1

ati
carriced out as it stood; that the pﬂOfoFC wes not
')

ngt

lonal defonse plan should be
i,b sible of bcing sup-

plcncn+od by sonethinz elsc; that even if we possessed 70%, this did not

necossarily nean completc vietory, but that it neant that a fifty-fifty batitle

could be fought; and that he was of thc opinion that thcre mas no error in the

deficicney supplomcntation plan, beenusc it had been unenimously approved by

S
g\
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the Supreme War Council, Thorcunon, thc Councillor asked if there was no
defect in national defensc, to wfhich the Navy lMinister replicd in the negative,

Councillor Y/IULXKLTMA raiscd o cquestion to the following effect, Whereas
the othor dey Princ Minister HAMAGUCHI enstercd that, in regard to the fixing
of naval strength, therc had becn an agrecment of opinion bc ween the Lcting
Novy Minister and the Chief of the Naval Gencral pbuff KATO, it is a fact that
in the Dict he stated that he took into considcration /3 SHTNS SHAKU"/ the
opinion of the Naval General Staff., Now, as to the meaning of the word "
USETMSHIXU," the WGENKLI, ™ which is considercd the most rclicble dictionary
in our country, defines ”SEIJSELFU" as "to copparc 2nd then sclect," The
"DATIIPPON ¥ OKUWO DLIJTIEN, "™ also defines it as Tto select after teking into
considergtion this and tuﬂ " This word docs not have by any means the some
neening as "DOIM /TH "aqrc\nent conscnt approval®/, NOT vhich is truc?

Theroupen the Prine Minister asked the Cormittec Chairman for permission
to explein, but the latter refused 1t suggesting that the mattor be token up
later as the question of Suprenc Cornuid was to be defcrred for the time being.,
Accordingly, the samc Councilior turned to the Navy Minister ond as¥ed vhether
or not the agrced opinion of our prescat highcst naval cuthoritics considcred
the naval strongth stinulatced by the tronty to bé defeetive, The Navy Minister
explaincd in detoil that since the noval strongth stipulated by the trcaty
involved cxecsses and shertages dcocﬁﬂin” upon the ecatcgories, it had been
dceided to supplement as muca as possi ible those portions haV“nﬁ shorteges by
naking accormodations anons the various categories, The same Councillor
requestod hin to answer sinply rest or "o,

Thercunon the Navy Ilinister answercd thet although thore was a shorta ge
of naval streagth numerieally, no dcfeet in national defense would be allowed
to ariso. The Councillor further asked wheother although the Navy Ministor said
that no defect would be allowed to arise, it wes not truc that it was the
second bcst, vhercas thc noval strength demended by us wes the best. The Navy
Minister replied that although it s corrcet to consider it as the sccond best, 7
it wms possiblc to achicve the object of national defense with this naval |
str01gt“.
Next, Counciller KIMEKO said that national defensc as conccived by the
Prime Ministor was ouite diffeorent in ncaning from the accepted definition of
the term; that so-called "EOKUBC" meons "notional defensc,®™ which is defense
against the imwasion of a forcign army; and thet econonics, diplomacy, ete,,
as cxpounded by the Primc Ministor wms not national dcfcnsc. Hc thon asked
the concept of national dofcnsc as spoken by the Navy IHinister, The Prime
Minister CKplanud that whaot he hed stated bofore was national defense in a
broad scnse, end that the ceecpted definition of national defensc was the sas
as dcfined bj the Councillor,

Cowncillor Y XKLL pointed out that, whercas the Navy Minister rcplied
that ocur national defeasc under the treaty wes the second best, it had beon
cxplained at the timc of the departurc of our dcolegote that this demand was the
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ninirmn linit of natiomnl defonsc; and that if the second best would do, it
wes a lie to have cclicd it the mindrum limit, Then he asted if the highest
navel gquthorities considered it possible to .1Lost corplete notional defease
by supplcﬁcntntwon of naval strength. Replying in the affirmetive, the Navy
Hinister said that it wms possiblc to reiove almost gll defects although
perfection night not be attcirable. Cnntiquﬁng, the Cotneilior seid that there
were neny factors which deeide the issuc of battle, but considering other
factors to be the some the time being, we should make the naval strength
nccessary to nalte possible a Filty-fifty battle as our standard and moke it
the ninimm linit of the national defensc plan; that the Government'!s instrue-
tion to the dclegatcs rescd on this standard, Accordingly, he argued
whether g concession f' : 1is ulbu;uut*n“ would not make a fifty-fifty battle
irpossible, The Miuistie 1~ﬂrxod that there wes a chance of cerrying on a
fight at almost fifty~fifty besis.

Fact

Theroupon, thc Councillor asked in rcturn whether it was not truc that
y Pifty-fifty fight was inposcible hcc nsc of this "almost?® /WHCBO"/, The
Navy Minister said that the Councillior wos norfeetly right in this opinion,
but that, of coursc, hc considercd hinself capcble of assuning the responsi-
bility for it. Nevcrthcless, the Councillor declored that fror a conparison
between the plan to be dramm up within the scope nernitted by this treaty
and the original plan, hc cculd not but consider the former as the best and
the latter as the sccond best,

Lastly thc Princ Minister explainced that the stotement that the noevel
strength stinulatcd ty the treaty 'ms insvfficient meant thot the navel
strength wos insufficiont for meintoining and corrying out the oporational
plans bascd on the ecsteblished noticnel defonse policy, but that this was
naturally different Tronm the cdefects in internal dpfuﬂSO.

Chairnen ITO annocunced that the nceting would be closed todey, although
therce wore further quostions to be asked.

(Tho mocting was closcd at 3:50 P.IL)
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The Ninth lMceting of the Investigation Committoe
rcgarding the Ratification of the
Lendon Navel Treaty of 1930,
Held at the Gffices of the Privy Council
on 10 Scptomber (Wednesday), SHOWL 5, /1930/
Those present:

President KURATOMI
Vice President HIRZNUIA

Choirman of the Investigation Committec, Councillor ITO

Members of the Imvestigation Committees

Bouncillor KINEK Councillor ARAT
Councillor I U%JT“ Commecillor KATLT
Councillor YAJILKLTA Councillor MIZUMACHI

Councillor KU.ODA
Absent: Councillor DEN
Ministers of State:

Primec Minister HIMLGUCHI
Navy Minister TAILRAB
Forecign I"inister SHIDEHL/RA

Chief Secretary FUTLKLMI
Secretary HORIE
Secretary MUTO

(The meeting vas opcned at 1:00 P.I%,)
Chairman ITO called the meeting to order.

Councillor K/NEKO, after saying that it was his bclicf that the delegates,
at the time of signing this treaty, had already investigated how much the burden
on our people would be reduced by the treaty, asked tho smount of this roduced
burden, The Navy Ministcer, saying that he would give his mentel calculation
at that time, mcntioned the rough amount of expenditures in case the treaty was
suceessfully concluded and also in casc it failcd to materialize, The Council-
lor furthcr rcquested the investigation of the maintcnance exponditurcs re-
quired for auxiliary aircraft undor the treaty. Councilior [RLI, too, inguired
about the amounts of cxpenditurcs in casc the trcaty is concluded, and in case
it failcd to matorialize.
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Supplementing the rcp’y of the Navy Minister, thc Primc Minister cx-
plained the difficulty of calculating the figures and scid that the rcduction |
in amount would Le almost nil, |

Next Councillor MIZUILCHI said that he oppreeiated the circumstonces
vhich madc the eclculation of mointonance costs difficult, but he ashed to
Imotr the sourcc of rovenuc for the supplcemontary ex "ndl’cures. The Prine
Minister ansmwered 1h~t ’onc sum of ¥5£0,000,000 approorlutoc as o conbtinuing
expenditure from Shown 6 1931/ to -C"w-ﬂ 1l /"“30/"ould be its sourece, Thore=-
unon thc Gomcﬂ"o“: cﬂ..;'.',_‘ yred hor this emovat would be distributed, The
Prime Hinister r cpl WAl 1* ~ry oxpenditures and the amount
of tax rcduction - rohx' rot be Stup the matter had beon discusscd
by the General Staffs ond U “ai'ter consultation with the

r-vo

Finonee Minister and the For ion ”;m-‘ tc“

Qe

Councillor ¥/ ,J.IL'."'L, citing fipures % discussed the expenditurcs for
nationcl defense ond deelared that if we \,Tc:s.acc’ cur ri r‘nts under the 'tro'"ty

. .

only ¥60,000,000 wouvld bo left, which, if c...v:.dcd into five years, -ouvld give
¥10,000, OOO vor yocar, He aq‘-ua vhether airplancs and other facilities could
be nro*uctod and the sccurity of national defense cnsurcd with such a smell

Fa) ount. Ho further. asked thether it tms not true that if this smount were
cxpended, the roduction of the burden en the neople would become impossible,
%¥hc Primc Ministor roplicd that if we built substitute wareraft to the full
extont of our right, the amount remaining would be ¥170,000,000, but that it
was still an lL"duCWC"CQ issuc whether we would aveil ourselves to the full
cxtent of the right to tmild substitute wareraft.

Nozt, Councillor [RLI asked whothor the main points of the budget had
not yet been deeided cven after the lopse of five months sinec the signing of
the treaty. The Navy Minister roplicd A Hut they had not yct becn doecided,

The Counecillor said that therc vms no way but to defor the examination of the
bill undor consideration urtil the timc of the compilation of the btudget,
inosmuch os it was dmpossiblc to approve or dlu,pnvovc it before seccing the
sunplemeatation plan. He reogucsted that, if po stponcnent wos impossible,

steps be token to show at least tac auoWch of ths plun. Councillor BIAU‘ .CHI

also medce the same rcquest. Tnc Nes vy MHirisher cxplained that he had bocn of
the opinicn that no plan for tac consioic 5' of amiliary warships nced be

submitted, bcoeause no such veqg .usw _‘:ﬁ,u DR Gl uy the Privy Council on the
occrsion o“ the submission by the Movy ibinicier of the Washington Naval Treaty
for imperisl ratification on the grow:d that, o1t 1our*h the ratio of 60% for
capital ships would eausc a defect in cur national dofense, therc would be no
hitch inasmuch os no rcstrictiohs had becn placed on ~u:'1l.LL.'r'_" Tareratt.

Councillor KIEKO scid that, according to the rcport of the United
States Scnatc, —hat the United St;_:bys Fcors most is submarincs, 'md therefore -
the more the nu,ﬂ; r of Japoncss submarincs uced, thc morc pomcrful the
Upited Stat g thot 0<‘ 1onf as Jam D POSSCS: ss*d |_stub=_

Rk U-’ L‘ iJvamC-l Stu,L._. 2
MrIiCs Tics, THOTGC was nothing to be afraid of fror of the Imited Stctcs, that world
pegec mrrrberiational f'ﬁ:z_'bh vere nercly outmrd courtcsics, and that peace

vas watonable without repletion of military stroagth hc discussed the in-
dispensability of subrﬂ,.rlno.,.
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The Primc Minister statcd that thc erguments on the treaty £2ll on two
points, nancly, the feer that we would be bound in the futurc by the ratio of
60% agedinst the Tnited Stotes and the reduetion of our subrmarine force, hut
that it mas the ogrceed opinion of hoth the NMavy Minister ond the Chief of
Novel General Staff thot through the nerfection of armaments other than thosc
restrieted there would be no insceurity in national defensce. He then oxprossed
the hopc that the Councillors trust the Government and procced with the
decliherations,

Councillor LRLI again rcguested that the sunplementation plan and the
rough amount of tox roduction be shom, hut the Navy Ministcr cxplained the
rcasons why this could not be donc, Councillor KLNEKO pointcd out that, since
a national defensc plan was o matter wnder the dircet supcrvision of the Chief
of Mavel Generol Stoff and tronsmitted to the Navy Minister after it had
reeeived Imperial sanction, he could not undorstend the rcason given to the
effcet thot we mizht rost assurcd beeouse the Cabinet assumed responsibility
for it,

With the conclusion of thc forcgeoing, Choirman ITO amnounced the closing
of the meecting,

(The mecting was closed at 4:00 P.IL)
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The Tcath lceting of the Imvestigation Cormittee
reogarding the Ratification of the
London Nawval Treaty of 1930,
Hcld ot the Offices of the Privy Council
en 12 Scptenber (Fridoay), SHOWL 5, /1930/
Thosc oprcscnts

President KURLTOMI
Vicc Prosident HIRLWURLA

Chairnan of the Imvestigation Cormittoc, Councillor ITO

Menbers of the Imvestigotion Cormittcec:

Councillor KLEKO Councillor DEN
Councillor KUBCTA Cowmacillor LRLT
Counciilor Y. IVXLWA Councillor KLWAI
Councillor KURMDL Councillor MIZWILCHI

Bnisters of State:

Princ Minister HLVAGUCHI
Novy Minister T.KiR/.BE
Forc:.gn Ministor SHIDEH/RI

Chicf Secrotary FUT/KAM
Scerctary HCRIE
Scerctary MUTO

(The nccting wes opened at 1:00 P.M,)

Choirman ITO called the meeting to order. Imtcrrogations wore
continucd,

Councillor X MWLI argucd thot the faet thet the former Chiof of Naval
Generel Stoff hod drarm up the plan for the supplencntation of navel strength
did not ncecssarily prove thot hc did not discpprove the navel strength of the
bill wnder considcrction, He thcn asked vhether it wms really possible to
avoid insccurity of nationnl defense by suvplementation of arnencnts. The
Navy Minister, asscrting that therc vas no differcnee ot 2ll bet-reen the
dircet report to the Thronc nde by ChlL* of Haval Genoral Staff XATO on
2 Lpril and thc purport of lhu SU“T ¢ War Council's rcply to thc Throne, and
further thot therc wmas alsc no contradiction betwecn his /TN, KLTO's/ "t"tc"c1t
and this rcnly, he read the stotenent in question, Thon he further stoted that,
according to his om understanding regarding the contents of the Suprenc Wer
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Council's roply to the Throne, defects rould arisc if the estoblished national
defense plen were to be nmaintained and operations based thercon were to be
carricd out with thc naval strongth agroed in this treoty; that, thorefore,
bosides clvnys nointaining, of course, the nowvel strength agrec ‘f’ upon, it w
neecssary to strive to ruul 1ish the air forec, inpreve the warcraoft bClO"!'-jin;’
to cateogories not subjcet to the rostrictions, rcplenish the substonce of
other ncvnl armonents in bme rol, and improve toctics, once the trcaty wos
consldered. If thesc countcr--.tc'zsuros were carricd out hc snid that he con-
s*'”’ ercd therc mould be clnost no hiteh in national d(,fpﬂ.sc under prcsent con-

fv'! 1"‘1“.

The sene Councillor further declarcd that the torn "zensho® /TN Mo
take proper steps"/ — of » €hicf of the Noval General Steff KITO could be in-
terproted in nony weys and could not alweys be tekon to :vcun nn_y that the
nilitery S"G”C"l"f“bh ues no ot Cisgpnroved, and "v"'u‘, vhy, 4 1cwr Chief of the
ifa) L.l.G,nvr~ Staff had clready drawm up a roplaccment "Jl"fl, 11: could not be
prescnted, The Pl‘l..v' Ministcor explained v.-ﬂt although thc nilitary strength
provided for in this agrecnont would ecusc sonc defoets in the cxecution of
the ostcblished operotions plan, as this wes o short-tern trecty, he belicved
that proper replrecnont ~ould cackle us to clear ammy elnost ell scnse of
insceurity rega m:uw national defense, Hc continucd that as there wes a woy
of replanishing our strength and beecusc the treaty was of short durgtion, the
treaty hed bc, n sirced, The Novy Hinister onsmercd that it was diffieult to
producc the rv-j.lrv.cvw 1t plan of the Militcry immediately tha % d

Subscquently, Councillor YAMLKLTA said that the othor dey the Navy
Ministcr had statced that he could net roply to Couneillor KiWLI's inguiry as
it iavolwed thc honor of Genergl KLTO, yet now he (the Movy Mi: ustpr) seid
that Genoral KLTO had ncver changed his principles, If that wes the case,
in vhat way was the honor of General KLTO -involvcd? The Na !’Lﬁlstcr rcplicd
that he hed sirply enid that he conld not talk about his /TN Genoral KATO 's/
report te the Throne on 10 Junc for the sake of the General's honor, The sane
Councillor asked if he nicght toke this to mean that the Navy Minigter would
not nention the ungentlonanly acticons /TN, to'zon by the Goneral/ aside fron
netters concorning nilitery streagth, The Navy Minister ropolicd thet it con-
cernod His Impericl Maojesty and the General'!s om movenents; it s not con-
corned directly with nilitary strength. The sanc Councillor argucd that a
gentlenan should neke his novorients nost clcar and subscquently asked vhether
or not it wag truc that ot the tire of the intorvicir of Plenipotontiaries
WAKLTSURT and Stirmson in London, !ir, Stinson boeane extre nul" engry at Mr,
WLEKITSUKI's asscriion znd torc up the docuncat given to hin by Mr, WIKLTSUKI
before the lather!s foec and threw it awoy, The Navy Minister aclmormledged
the fact and gaove a detailed account of 1t

€iting the Porkes ecse in o h P 35_;_3 committed gn outrogp dn the
Japancse Forcign liinistry.on abcu'b the Firet yoor of loiji. /about 18587, vthch,
soid Cow ' discussed the n*"o-r»riuhcs of truc gmt.wm_l, nw s} id _Jd-rn
{"g. mup\,rsbltﬁ.l} hink thot the Und ': icc,

. S’cm’cll?m.; ) cow't"'* T

T — T R e S - o st
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He asked if thore were not persens in the Foreign Ministry holding such =

supcrsbiticn, Furthcrrore, thc Gouncil? 3, therec worc poople in this

world who misundcrstood the QQULMJEO being extroncly w Jllsz but
; +*

gnd _thirty veors fron the tine

Japen had P“ldt_¢“ , 0. 0L
L 0: "73 ,‘ﬁ, onc toirty-three years ago until thc

of tho .AIL’.I: u.t.. 2:)’3
”“WRI"OT
Gonouest’ of Ct j
1ith fOPCL”' ah

_six yors hed bcon eod, 1huciy'”“hc
; ~, the Southwestern Pcou17lon T Ihe
L. uhc cino-Jeponcsc Wor, the Russo~J~ oncsc
WHr and the Gorne -J1341,gvf’ar. 2n The oticr b“ld, the Unitcd Stotos during
the one BdTed ond ity -five veors sincc acr indcpendence had fought as nony
as gix times, naoncly, the Independenee Yor, the British-incriccn War, the
Hexiesd u”r‘ the Civil War, ©ac opanish-ireriean War and the Ge ornon-Lncrican
Wor, Thercfore : 1% nére thbu Trice og nony tires as Jopan., ThHey
spock of huron _ but thoy never prectice then, In 16256 the
United Statcs cloinced ~Jepanose Treaty consisting of 21 articles to
he null 11ﬁ void cnd ; bo purckase the Scuth Menchurion Railway. The
eapitel was te be borroved the Unitcd Statcs with the roilvay as sccurity,
Ls o conse qp'ﬁ g, the Soath Pr churis Iﬂﬂ",? and the Chinesc Egstcrn Railwey
would hewe conc wnder the coatrol of the United Stotos, ond Jopon would finslly
howe been conpelled to withdrar fron Manchuria and T'orrollm Pcople ere apt
to bolicve that the United Stetcs wos o country of huncnity, bub shu wes far
fron bcing so.

we I‘rw -

25 s

3

Leeordd 1“ to the ninutcs of the U. S, Scnetc coneorning the ratification
f the Loncon Treaty,. Ldniral Prett stotoed that within the contury the Tnited
St“tus wonld "1”*t _or the scke of Chino, A4 century is o figurc of specch in
English, ncaning "ia the 1ot too disteont futurce."! These were the words of a
nrO‘lﬁﬂnt high offieinl in thc Unitcd States Govermment. Then who ean gusrsntec
that there will be no var betreen Jepan and the United Stotes? The only ”zy
to prevent such o war wrould be to comnlotc Japanl!s arnmancnts. Although Jap
could still boor the deficieney in her arnancnts, it wes greatly to be fpurud
thot this deficicney -rould cauvsc o gap, from thish o Jepenesc-Arerican
night arisc, and the CﬁU"C“ inr asked if it wore not nossible teo build up
Ja Uin’" ﬁlV”l arnencnts a little nore,

The Forcipn Minister stoted that there were in the Forcign Offico no
supcrstiticus persons such as provicusly ncationcd, and-after-reading-bthe™
nSEos or thc spoech rade by Plenipotcatiary WLIXLTSUKI in Scattlc, cxprosscd
his cpprovel of the p ,vlhciplu of the speoch. Then explaining the nptter of
—the 21 articles of the Sino-Jopencse Treaty, he said that aftor all the United
States had aclmorlodged her ovn perbicipation in the said treaty only beecause
ghe had rccogniged the validity of tho trbﬂtv The Minister also decelored that
he belicved the United States would nover f;qft for the srke of China though
Lénire) Pratt night hove scid so, and said that in order to provent a wor with
the United Statc ¢s, it s merc irportent to inercasc the nat¢cn%l powcr rather

than armenents,

To thi. the scnc Councillor crzucd that ncither did he think that the
statc of the actioncl power did not ﬁsttc?. Howover, he did not think that the
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peonles! pover rould be positively fostered by the conclusion of the treaty and
that it would be imposcible to legsen their burden should the treaty remain
umnaterialized. On the contrary, would not more money be saved if the treaty
were abrogated?

According to the stenograchic records of the Foreign Relations Committee
of the U, S, Sencte, 1t wss their mnaniuous opinion that the United States
shovld be active in the Testern Pacific (csan and that only Japan could prevent
her from her activity. Thz Westeru Pacii'ic, the Councillor continued, meant
the Republic of China and it virtuslly meant that the Japanese Navy should be
demolished, Thcn, sgyiag that aithoush he could not obtain any satisfactory

answers, he would conclude his ouestions he closed his spneech,
2 L b o

Subsequentir the rrime iliaister stocd up andcontended that though
Comnecillor YAIAKATA had said that the military strength provided in the treaty
and its replenishment did not make nationai defense secure, there probably is
no country that has a complete armement, Japan's military experts have affirmed
that a fair fight was possible with this strength, Should the conference end
in a rupture because of Japan's athtitude, Japan would have to be prepared for
a shin-building race which would have no other alternative than an increase of
taxes, and it seems impossible for Japan's national power to last thus,
Moreover, the runture of the conference might cause a war,

Then Councillor YAVMAKATA said that, according to that reply, Japan
would have to yield to thc United States in fear of a ship-building race. How-
ever, in 1935 her ratio as against that of the United States would be 60%, and
later it would foll to 50% and thus Japan would have to submit without fighting;
and saying that he thought there was no other wey but to come to a decision at
this time he asked what the others thought of the matter,

Councillor KUBCTA expressed opinion that for national defense, wealth
and dinlomacy were necessary in addition to military power, and although
kmoledge and spirit were most essentiel, yet there was no other way to settle
international disputcs btut to resort to arms in the end, Japan's importance
today in the world lay in her mi’itary powrer alone, The London Conference was
vhere Britain and the United States gave cxoression to their averice under the
fine nanes of universal peacc and the lizhtening of burdens, but they were only
afraid of Jepan's militery power, Such being the situation, he said, he was
most concerncd over the recent ouestion of the Supreme Commend and thought
it was essential that the Navy Minister end the Navy Chief of Staff come to an
agrecuent in deciding the military strength. Therefore, upon hearing that the
Minister concerned had replied in his recent instructions that the two had
come to an agrecment he was greatly relieved,

Next, Councillor KANEKO declared that he had becomc more antious after
hearing the Forcign Minister's reply. As far as he knew the United States was
generally opposed to Japan, At the time of the Russo-Jepancsc War, the United
Stotes had said that it was proper that Korea be amnexed to Jepan and Manchuria
be doveloped by Japan with the South Manchuria Railway as the foundation,
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However, as soon as Taft became President, her policy suddenly changed and

she attempted to establish the AIGUN Railway, but in vain as she met Japan's
oprosition. Since then she has been trying to make Manchuria a market for
Arerican producis, Thus some Anericans were shouting that a war between Japan
and the United States was inevitable in the near future, that docks should be
built in Seattle end other places on the Pacific Coast, and preparations
should be made, Also, a prosecutor, in connection with the oil graft case,
had read a telegram in court thet war would breszl out soon between Japan and
the United Statcs; and when the Japenese people were suffering from the earth-
auake disaster in the Kanto District in TALISHO 12 /1923/ the American Senate
and House of Renrescntatives passed the Immigration Law rejecting the Orientals.
Such is the history of the Uuited States., Yet the Foreign Minister seid a
vhile ago that there world be a time when the people of the United States
would awalken. Thas, the Councillor said, he could not understand,

Japanese-Americen relations would be at their mest dangerous point
about 1937, The United Statcs would most certainly purchase the South
Manchuria Railway in cooperation with China end would attempt to drive
Japanese influence out of Manchuria and ilongolia, Such being the case, it
was extremely important to supplement the lack of military strencsth caused by
the London Treaty. Justice, he said, was only superficial courtesy between
nations, and the last resort was military power alone. That Japan could
abolish extra-territoriality was due entirely to the Sino-Japanese War. On
the other hand, the Netherlands vhich had once been knowm as the world's
wealthiest country had fallen today to the position of a third-rate country
because of the limitation of her armaments. That a small country like Japan
could advance into the world as one of the Five Great Powers was due entirely
to the military men, The Trcaty of Portsmouth was also a reward of Japan's
military's victory.

In Meiji 22 /1889/ vhen he /TN Councillor XANEKO/ had gone to Eurcpe
with the newly established constitution and asked constitutional scholars of
the differcnt countries for their criticisms, Articles 11 and 12 of the Con-
stitution drewr their attention most. They highly praised these provisions
saying that such a constitution was unecualed in the world, that it was only
in Japan that the Emmeror himsclf exercised supreme military suthority, that
this was entirely the fruit of the special characteristics of Japanese history
which the various Eurgnean countries wished to obtain but could not, and that
with such articles, military command could be firmly secured., National defense
was the guarantec for national life, the Councillor asserted, and its deficiency
should be most feared.

As the Javanese military system was characteristic of Japan,being based
on the Japanesc fighting spirit, soul, and national structure, it should be
perfected to the last. On the basis of the speeches made in the United States
Senate there could be no doubt that the London Treaty was a preparation for
pressure against Japan after 1936.

Committee Chairman ITO amnounced the closing of the meeting,

(The meeting was closed at 4:00 P.I.)
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The Eleventh lMeeting of the Investigation Cormittee
regarding the Ratification of the
Lendon Maval Treaty of 1930.
Held at the Offices of the Privy Council
on 15 September (Monday), SHOWA 5 /1930/

Those present:

Pregident XUPATCOMT
Vide President HIRANUMA

Chairman of the Investigation Committee, Councillor ITO

Members of the Investigation Committee:

Councillor KANZKO Councillor XURODA
Councillor KUR{TA Councillor ARAT
Councillor YAMNAKATA Councilior KAWAI

Councillor MIZUMACHI
Absent: Councillor DEN

lHdnisters of State:

Prire llinister HAMAGUCHI
Navy HMinister TLKIRABE
Foreign lMinister SHIDEHARA

Chief Secretary FUTAKANT
Secreta"" NQ“IE
Secretary MUTC

(The mecting was opened at 1:00 P.M.
Committee Chairmen ITO called the meeting to order,

Councillor KUEC(DA asked whether the rumor was true that the Government
had sent & document to the ﬂavfi General Staff, The Prime Minister at the
time the instructions were sent replied that he was requested by the Navy by
letter, in case the trealy were passed in the original form, to fully con-
sider each end every item for the salte of technical improvements and complete-
ness of content of the national defense plan, and he had answered that he
would consicer them thoroughly after it had passed the Cabinet. Again, the
same Cowmeillor gstated that though the authorities had often explained that
the detcrmination of mi‘itary strength was the responsibility of the Govern-
ment, he wondered what this meant, because it could not be decided without
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the agreenent of the Navy Chief of Staff. The Navy Minister replied that he
thought it necescar;- to get the agreement of the Navy Chief of Staff. The
same Councillor saic that according to the reply made by the Government, the
opinions of both the parties are scid to have agreed, “t, he asked, did they
agree in praoctice? The Navy Minister repiied that the practical matters were
now under negotietion,

Next, Councillor ARAT and the Navy Minister discussed the financial
aspects of the conciusion cr non-conclusion of the treaty, particularly the
amount of supplemcntary expenditures ard the reduction of taxes in case the
treaty were concluvded. With the figures in hand, the discussion grew., The
Councillor recuested rouzhly estimaied figures on these two points, saying
it was ncecssary to know the coproximate figures in order to comment on the
trcaty. To this, the Mavy Minister answered that the figures for supplementary
expenditurcs were not calculated as yot, and it was impossible to announce
them until the budget-naking period., Ccuncillor KUPODA also requested the
estimates be prescatced and the Navy Minister made almost the same reply. Next,
Councillor XAWESO expleined that, regording the military strength for national
defense, correspondcnce had been exchanged in March, the 29th year of Meiji
/1896/,bctween the Prine Minister ITO and the Ministers of the Army and the
Navy. Up to that time a dircct appcal to the Thronc had never been discussed
with the Cabinet, and sudden orders concerning military strength for national
defcnse were customarily given to the Cabinet; but after the above correspond-
encc- had been exchanged, it bcecome customery to first consult the Cabinct on
matters decling with expenses.

Navy Chief of Staff TOGO and Army Chief of Staff OKU once mede a
direct zppeel to the Throne coneérning Army and Navy expansion and when the
Imperial asscnt was granted to the SATIONJI Cabinet, a mecting of Marshals and
Admirels was held concerning fincneial aspects and it wes decided that the plan
would bec earried out gradually, but with rcgard to national defease require-
ments the decisions would always be made by the Navy General Stoff and the
Army Generzl Staf?.

Thcen the Councillor asked if this draft was the gist of the supplementary
plan agrced upon by thc Militery Authorities. The Prire Minister replied that
as hc hed cxnlained meny times before, the plan for supplementary military
strength could not be cetablished without regerd to finances. To the inquiry
of the samc Counciller about thc badget surplus vhich would result from the
London Confcrcnce and the ecstimated amount of military power desircd by the
spceialists, the Navy linister rcplied thot he was sorry he could not answer
at thc mom:nt, as he hod stated meny times before,

llext, there were scveral guestions end answers betrecn the Couneillor
and the Navy Hinister in rcgard to supplomenting by airplenes, the lack of
submarincg, and the Councillor pointed out that according to the treaty, Japan
was to wait with folded arms until the United Statcs had built fiftcen heavy
eruisers, and to thc Unitcd Statcs this was not the rcduction of armamcnts,
but on the coatrsry, an cxpansion; and he asked if this motter was not dis-
cusscd in the London Confercncc, The Havy Minister answered that the number
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of United Stotcs hecvy crviscrs already built was two, but that she had more
than ten if wc included thosc under eonstruction, and the totel number would
reach twenty-three if we included those provided for in the budget; and
although our dclegote had cndeavored at first to limit the number to fiftecn,
it was in veing and it was finally cdeecided at cizhteen; hence, we could call
it an cxpansion of armements for the United States if considered from the
point of wvier of her pnrcscnt strength., Therecunon, the same Councillor,
pointing out tac faet that the United Stotcs had cxpandsd her armaments by
the London Conference, explained thet she would be able to build up a well-

- balenced fleet for the first time through the treaty.

Councillor /APAY asked if he could hear about the replaccment plan agreed
upon by both the Nevy Vinistor ond the Navy Chief of Staff, and if ony special
obstacles might ccecur;, if the investigation were to be postponed until the
budget hed bocn made, The Primc Minister replied that it could not be delayed
until the complction of the budget beecausc if the plan did not rcceive
Imperial asscnt the noliticol situation would probably become unscttled,
causing dcpression in ccononic circles, And he exprcssed his anxiety becouse
so much gzold had been floring out cduring the latter helf of that year.

Noxt, Committcc Cheirmon ITO tobk the floer and stated that since
September 12, clevon cormittee neetings have becn held in the coursc of vhich
many problems have been discusscd ond investigated, But as to the decision
on military strongth, the question has becn raised whether it has beon ogreed
to by the Military Luthoritics or not, to which the Primc Minister has declared
rcpocatedly that he regards it as having becn agreed to by the Militery
Authoritics, As there were somc, hovever, vho still doubted the fact, they
requested the Governmont to svmmon Mr, KiTO, but the Government did not
rcspond, and, thereforc, it has becomo impossible for this body by its omm
powers to dircctly investigate the facts. But, as the Navy Minister has ox-
nloined that an Imnericl decision was given to the effect that the agreement
of the Military Authoritics is neesssery in dealing with matters of Military
strength, ond the Cabinct has rcecived the information already, the problem
of the Suprcme Command must be scid to have ccased to exist,

No ansver as to thc tclegram of the Novy Chief of Staff has becn re-
ccived, and such being the easc, you ill kindly understand that there is no
further ncecssity to rcoucst the Govormment to teader it, With regard to the
replaccment and finencisl plans, which arc essential for investigating this
treaty, thc Govermmont requests us, as it were, to sign blindly without their
being svbmittod to us at n1l; but we cennot place too much foith in the
Govornnent, considering the duty of cur Council, At the previous meeting,
howrover, the Navy Minister stotcd the contents of the Supreme Wer Council's
reply to the Throne in coancetion irith the present treaty. Lccording to thot
statement, it is cortain that there were some items in the said reply concern-
ing the rcplaccment of novel strength, and sinec this is the only kcy for
deeiding the approval or disapproval of the treaty, that is vhy we intcnded to
request tke Government to submit it at the opening of thesc committee hearings,

:

but as we feored that it might ceouse dclay in thc proecedings, we had hoped

v




Doc. No. 1124 Page 39

that the Governmcat "ovld sresent it veluntarilys but now, howeover, as the
Navy Ministor hirsclf has dessribed its « Gﬂtbﬂlu, there caq bc no harm in
prcsantlng the reply to tﬂL PJJ*y Goanedil, s dnv e agedin request its
prescatation, I beclicve it to be the r c:rcl’*“‘i ty of thc Cabinet to show

us the reply, for the Primc llinister mmst have becn informed about it privately
as its contcits arc a state affoir, ond I think it is the Government's duty

to show us the reply. T hope the Governnment will show its sincerity by pro=-
coed1n~ to do so no mattcr how import-nt it oon51dcrs the mattor to be, We
will cxpeet a roply by letter after duc consideration,

To this, the Prime Minister replicd that although it vas stated that
he altcred his onsver in this mthlhb fron that vhich hu had rnade in the Diet
eoneecrning the Stpromc vownﬂqr he has not changed the nrincinle but only
wes disercet in his choicc o7 vords. The oxtent of replaccnonts fof noval
strength/ and the rcduction of %oxc cs, ecnnot be published at this moment as
ther arc now under investigalion as well os ncgotiation, The Ccbinet belicves
that they arc not obliged to prescnt such documcnts as materials for the
purposcs of inve stlgﬁTlon thouzh they have no objcetion to producing them if
they arc complcted; but they arc not finished as ycte.

He also stotod that when this draft was prescnted for discussion, the
President requestced thet the roply to the Throne be produced as it wms a
neecssary materinl for investigation before the bill was submitted to the
Commdttce. But hc had ansucrced that, as thc Government did not kecep it at
hond, thc document could not be proauccd and thercfore, the Cormittee should
be convbded again as soon as possiblc to hear the cxplonations of the Ministers
concerned, Though the same request has beca again reecived from the Chairman
of the Committec, it is hoped thot he will be satisficed with what tho Navy
Ministcor stated in dotail the other day in rcgard to his opinion in approving
the reply, and if he still insists on the request, therc is only onc way left,
that of rofusing it at once, the Primc Minister declarcd,

Committcc Choirmon ITO announced the meeting closed,

(The mecting was closed at 3:00 P.IL.)
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The Twelfth lceting of the Imvestigation Committce
regording the Rotification of the
London Nowel Treaty of 1930,
Held at the Oifices of the Privy Council
on 17 Scotembor (Wednosday), SHOWA 5, /1930/
Thosc prescent:

President KURATCHI
Vice President HIRANUNA

Chairmen of the Imvestigation Committec, Councillor ITO

Members of the Investigation Committce:

Councillor KIMEXO Councillor DEN
Councillor XU3OT.L Councillor ARAT
Councilior YAIILKATIA Councillor KLTATI
Counecillor KU-CDA Councillor MIZUMACHI

Chief Sccrctary FUTAKLMT
Secretary HORIE
Sceretary MUTO

(The meeting was opcned at 1:00 P.1%.)

Choirman ITO called the meeting to order and the Committec went into
discuscion, ;

By the rcquest of Councillor KUSCTA, the Chairman of the Committce
cxpressed his opinion as follows: As the Goverament unfortunctely has not
conscatcd to prescnt the investigation meterials vhich irerc rooucsted by the
Committec, we havc no choice, taking in consideration the limits of the
cuthority of the Privy Council, but to closc the investigation at this stage
and meke out a rcport. However, although we can sey that the investigation
of thc trcaty s medec impossible because ncecssary natericls were not
produccd, therc is thce comsidcration that such an attitudc may causc the Privy
Council to losc its dignity. Morcover, we:arc somevhat lacking in grounds
for arguncnt that the treaty should be abrogated. Therefore, I think it best
that we statc in a part of our report that if full cooperation be maintoined
with the Military, if the rcplacement plon for nationsl defcnsc be carried
out, if thc pcople's burdens be lighteoncd and if thus a complete fulfillment
of thc objeetives of the troaty can be cxpected; then, it will be proper for
the Emperor to ratify the trcaty on the grounds that the Government end the

nilitary euthoritics arc rcsponsible for the treaty.
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To this, Councillors KURODAL and LRAT expresscd their opinions, and
Councillor K/WLTI asked if tho invegtigation of this bill might not be post-
poned until after the compietion of the national defensc plan, Councillor
DEN statcd that it was rcegrottable that they could not be informed about the
reply to the Throne and gbout the replacement and finance plans, He con-
tinued that, as he thought it proper, however, for thc Privy Council to con-
tinue to the end to give eppropricte replies to the Emperor, in this case
there would be no othor wey but to act in cccordence with the opinion of the
Cormittec Chaoirman. He seid thet he beliecved that by doing so the duty of
the Privy Counecil wes fulfilled., Councillor YAMIELWL stated thot he wished
to postponc the doy's decision for further consideoration, for according to the
treaty our militery strength would cventually bc 60% of that of the United
States, and in casc of & war our country would be defeatcd. To this, the
Chairmen of the Committce expressed his opinion, The serme Councillor further
contended that the matter of wiether or not the opinion of the Cormittce was
adoptcd by the Council had nothing to do with the honor of the Cormmittec and
argucd on two or threce points with the Chairman, Subsequently, Councillor
MIZUMACHI stated that although he regrcticd the lack of investigation material,
as the financial world had not beecn in a normal condition rccently, he agreed
cntircly -rith the Chairman's point of view,

Councillor K/NEKO explaincd thce purport of iArticles XI cnd XIT of the
Constitution, and gave the details of the time the Constitution was made and
stressed that military strength should be decided by a dircet appeal to the
Throne by the military and should not be decided in the Cabinct, Councillor
KUBOTLA then stated that although Councillor YAMIKITA was right in his opinion,
the situation would not allow it, and so unity of action should be practiced
as much as possible, and he hoped that such measurcs as fighting for the
deeision by o majority would be avoided., Councillor YIIUXATL agreed with
Councillor KUBCTL,

Lfter a nunber of discussions cmong the Cormittec members it was
decided to pass thc bill in accordancc 7ith the opinion of the Cormittce
Chairnen,

Choirman ITO announced that the Committece would convene oncc norc in

Ll

order to cxaninc the draft of the report, and deelarcd the meeting closcd,

(The nmecting was closed at 3:00 P.I,)
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The Thirt §61t leeting of thc Imvestization Committoe
rcegording the Rotification of the
London Hawval Trcaty of 1930,
Hcld at the Officos of the Privy Council

on 26 Soptember (Friday), SHO™A 5 /1930/

Thosc proscnts

Precsident XKURLATONIT
Vice Precsideont HIRLITUMA

_,)1

Choirmen of the Imvestizotion Committec, Councillor ITO

Members of the Iuvestigation Committcoes

Councillor KATEIO Councillor DEN
Councillor KUBOTA Councillor LRAI
Councillor YAIILKATWA Councillor KAWAT
Councillor KURODA Couneillor MIZUIACHI

Chie? Scerctary FUTAKLANT
Scerctary HORIE

TaTm

Scerctary HUT
(The meeting wos opened at 1:00 P,I,)

Chairman IT0 cnlled the meeting to order and exnressed his d
oniit elausc by clausc consideration of the treaty as o prelininary
tion had alrcady bocn mode, The Cormittoc then began to doliberatc on

draft of the iﬁvcst"3htjon ronort,

Reading of the draft of the dnveostigation rceport. (Sccrctary HORIE

During this timc questions and suggestions worc padce by the various
nembers of the Committoc, Finally the draft of the report was decided upon,

-

Chairnan ITO cimounced the closing of the mceting,

(The necting s closcd at 2:00 P.I%L)
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To the Consulate General of U.3.5.R. in Shanghai:
. MARINE PROTEST

I, Captain Levchenko, Anatoly Vasilievich, Commander of U.S.3.R.
motor vessel "Maikop* (1826 Gross Registered Tons) being first duly
sworn, hereby depose and say:

On 1l4th December 1941, m/v "Maikop* which is the property of the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, sailed under my command, with 12
officers (including myself) and 23 members of the crew (total 35
persona), from the port of Soerabaja (Java) for Vladivostok, carrying
a cargo of 1994 metric tons of Liquid Cocoanut oil, in accordance with
instructions received from the Far Eastern Department of U.S.S.R.
Merchant Marine.

On 20th December 1941, at 7.00 a.m., the m/v *Maikop* was passing
33 miles South of Sarangani Islands, heading East-North-East. At
about 7.10 a.m., two single engine airplanes (one hydroplane and one
land plane) were sighted, approaching us from East. In accordance
with International Rules the U.S.3.R. flag was hoisted on our stern,
to show the nationality of our ship. At about 7.18 a,m.,(Dec. 20th)
these two airplanes flew over our ship and started cireling around
her at an altitude of about 150-200 meters. I could clearly see red
circles on the wings and fuselages of said airplanes, which shows
that they were of Japanese nationality.

The weather was bright and clear, with good visibility and the
U.S.3.R. flag was flying over the atern of our ship. There is
absolutely no doubt, that our U.S.3.R. flag could be clearly seen and
distinguished, as well as the name of our ship, which was painted on
both sides of the *"Maikop's" bridge.

Firat Attacic: Novertholess. at 7.40 a.m., one of the airplanes
(the land plane) dropped two bombs aimed at our ship; the bombs fell
not far from our vessel, one about 8 metres and the other about 15
metres from the "Maikop*. A radio messages was immediately sent by
me to the U.3.3.Re Merchant Marine at Vladivostck and also to Tarakan
and Davao (for transmission to Vladivostok), informing them of the
bembing of our ship, the m/v "Maikop* by Japanese airplanes.

In view of said bombing I decided to turn back, fetuming on
my course toward Soeraba ja.

Sacond Attack: 4t 10,00 a.m., the same morning (December 20th)
an airplane, bearing similar red circles again appeared and dropped a
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torpedo aiming at our ship; I maneuveg®ed, turning my ship hard aport,
and the torpedo missed our stern, A few minutes later three more
twin-motored Japanese bombers (land planes) with red circle markings,
started to bomb us, the bombs falling very close to our ship, and as

a result she suffered severe damage, injury and deformations. Between
10 a.m. and noon the Japanese bombers continually attacked us, they
dropped about 12 bombs aimed at our ship. During these nerve-wrecking
two hours, I was continually maneuvering my ship, attempting to dodge
the airplanes, as they flew across our course, at an altitude of about
1000 metres t® release their boms aimed at our ship. As I saw the
planes "lining up* and taking a course which indicated to me, that they
were intending to drop another bomb, I would immediately change the
direction of the ship, so that on many occasions the airplanes would
not be in good position to drop their bombs and then they would circle
and make another attack. We were bombed for about an hour and one
half, At about 11.30 after dropping approximately 12 bombs all three
airplanes coming lower, machime-gunned our ship, from an altitude of
about 200 metres, flying over us and alongside in the direction we
were going, viz., from ocur stesn toward our bow, We were machine-
gunned by these planes for about 25 minutes. The second attack lasted
nearly two hours:; viz., we were bombed for about an hour and a half
(10.00 a.m. t0 11,30) and machine-gunned from about 11,30 to 11,55 a.m.

When the second bombing by Japanese airplanes started, I was
compelled to turn North toward the Island of Mindanao, to save the
lives of the crew, should the vessel sink as a result of said bombing.

Third Attack: The same day, (December 20th) at about 2.30 p.m.
four Japanese bombers of a similar type and with similar red circle
markings, appeared and dropped about 20 bombs on our ship. During
this bombing attack the ship sustained very serious damage: direct
hits were made on our Radio room, Chart room and Foremast; both Radio
and Chart rooms were demolished and Radio @perator Dianov, E.I. was
killed; bombs exploded in the water very near our ship and caused her
plates to buckle, bend and open below the ship's waterline., The
third attack lasted from 2,30 p.m. to about 5.00 p.m., December 20th,
vhen the airplanes flew away.

At about 6.00 p.m., December 2Cth, 1941, we anchored off the
South coast of Mindanao Island, three miles west of Butulaki village.
To save the lives of the crew and avoid unnecessary casualties, part
of our personnel, wounded persons, men and women member of the crew,
who were not on duty, were sent ashore,
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Xourth Attack. At about 9,00 a.m., December 2lst, our ship
was again bombed at a low altitude by Japanese planes for about half
an hour; approximately 9 more bombs were dropped, aimed at our ship.

On the afterncon of December 2lst., an inspection of the ship
was made by myself, my officers and crew. We found a “stabilizert
from a Japanese bomb in our demolished chart room. Said "stabilizer*
bore the following marks; a Japanese character of square shape and number
*96% in arabic (English) figures; The "stabilizer® was painted with
red .lead on the inside and had four metal *fins® on it, which were
not as long as the body of the *stabilizer'., On the ocutside it was
painted gray, with superimposed colored lines., A similar "stabilizer*
was stuck in our foremast.

Said inspection disclosed that my ship, the m/v *Maikop* had
suffered the following damage from the aforesaid Japanese bombing
attacks ;-

a) Large holes in hull, fore and aft.

b) Holes in tanks Nos. 1, 9, 10, 11, and 12.

c) Holes in main bunkers on both port and starboard side,

d) Damage to and leakage of hull into engine room.

e) Demolishion of radio room and chart room.

f) Destruction of officers quarters under bridge; part of
engineer's qua;'ters. ship's saloon, and crew's accommodation.

g) The deck -and deck cargo pipelines, et ¢, were pierced by bomb
fragments and on the starboard side the pipeline was demolished

(this pipeline was used to pump bulk liquid cargo into and out
of the ship).

h) All moving parts and shafting of the main engine was shifted
and dislodged; pipelines were torn, compressed air tanks were
shifted and moved from their proper position.

i) Forepeak pump room was flooded and the forepeak pump was out
of commission.

J) Both our port Electric cargo pump and cleaning pump were
. damaged by bombs to such an extent that they could not be used.

k) The starboard cargo pump had also been damaged and would not
work properly. It was damaged to such an extent, that we were
not able to pump out the water, in the hull, with this pump,
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as fast as it was leaking into our ship.

With the approach of darkness on 2lst December, 1941, I ordered

the crew, who had been sent ashore the previous night to return to the

ship, After the crew were on board, at about 8.00 p.m., December 2lst

with great difficulties, the m/v "Maikop® was moved under her own power
to Sarangani Bay, a place better protected from winds and the sea, and

we anchored off Makar village.

Owing to holes in the ship’s hull resulting from the aforesaid
bombing attacks, she was steadily filling with water and it was very
difficult to keep her afloat, as all our water pumps and equipment
had been damaged..

As above stated, during said bombing attacks, our radio operator
Dianov E:I. was killed, and 6 member of the crew were wounded (Chief
Mate Bryzgin, crew members Fomin, Haibrahmanov, Gorelenko, Sedov,
Berdnikov). The body of Radio Operator Dianov was carried ashore and
buried on the evening of December 20th, 1941, near the village of
Butulaki on the Mindanao Island. The wounded received first medical
treatment from our ship's. Doctor Krasnokut8ky. On December 22nd, the
wounded were again sent ashore for further medical attention; two of
the wounded were placed in Lagao Hecspital by courtesy of the local
authorities, At the same time also part of the crew who were not
then on duty, were transferred ashore.

As a result of the above damasge, sustained by my ship,m/wv
*Maikop*, through bombing attacks by Japanese planes, the ship sank
completely at about 2.00 a.m., 26th December, 1941, near the village
of Makar, It was impossible to beach the ship in shallow water, as
the main engine had been so badly damaged, that it would not run at
that time. ‘

The crew was transferred into our lifeboats at about 1.00 a.m.,
December 26th, 1941, when it appeared that we were sinking .aAfter
the m/v "Maikop® sank we went ashore and jointed our comrades, who
had been.previously sent ashore.

The motor vessel "Maikop* completely sank and perished with the
followings : :

1, A cargo of liquid cocoanut oil - 199).l1 metric tons.
2, Bunkers, diesel oil - 120 tons.

3. Lubricating oils -~ 4 tons,

4. Ship's inventory and equipment.

50 Most of the personal property and effects of the crew.
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As aforesaid, a direct hit, and an explosion of great force,
demolished :

(a) the chart room and the ship's log book: chief mate Bryzgin
was wounded at that time during the execution of his duties;

(b) The same bomb demolished our radic room, which was ad joining
the chart room and the raW#io log book was also destroyed. Radio
Operator Dianov was instantly killed by this bomb, while executing
his duties,

The following were saved ;-

l. Ship's Engine log book.

2. Ship's documents.

3. Cargo documents (Bills of Lading, Manjfests, Licenses for
cargo and Mate's Receipts.)

4. Ship's cash and cash vouchers,

5. Three ship's clocks and one stop watch.

From 3 a.m., December 26th, until 31st May 1942, the officers and
crew of the *Maikop* have resided on the shore of Mindanao Island,
landing firat, near Makar, a Moro-village. This Moro-village is so
small, that there are no houses, only bamboo huts set on piles two
or three metres above the ground. We stayed two days in Makar
village: 5 days in the small town of Cotobato: 3 days in the small
town of Illigan: then to the small town of Malaybalay, where we stayed
from January 6th, 1942, until we were taken to Manila by the Japanese
authorities.

It was impossible to lodge a Marine Protest regarding the loss
of the m/v "Maikop® with anyone or any official on the Island of
Mindanao, in view of the Japanese-American hostilities in this area
at that time. I was only permitted by the American Military
authorities in the provincial town of Malaybalay, on the Island of
Mindanao, to send a cable to the U«3.3.R. Ampbassador in Washington,
D.C:, United States of America, notifying him of the loss of the USSR
motor vessel "Maikop* (said cable was sent on 24 January, 1942.)

On 31st May 1942, the officers and crew of m/v "Maikop* were sent
by the Japanese authorities, under guard, by a transport, to Manila,
arriving there on June 4th, 1942. We were detained in Manila, under
guard, by the Japanese authorities, from June 4th to June 17th, 1942,
I and my officers and crew were not allowed to move out of the place
where we lived and therefore I could not lodge a Marine Protest at
Manila,




Doc, No. 1889 A page. 6

On June 17th, 1942, the Japanese authorities shipped us to
Shanghai by a Japanese military transport *Takaocka Maru". The trans-
port arrived in Shanghai on 25th June, 1942. I, my officers and my
crew were detained by the Japanese authorities, under guard, in
Shanghai from June 25th to June 30th, inclusive, at the Japanese Naval
barracks, situated on Szechuen Road, Shanghai. During our stay in
said barracks, I and all the officers and members of the crew were
forced to give evidence to Japanese Consular Officials regarding the
loss of the m/v "Maikop®. After said evidence was given, at 5,30 p.me,
June 30th, 1942, the Officers and crew were handed over to Mr. J.F.
Sharikoff, U.S.S5.R. Consular Representative at Shanghai.

This is, therefore, the first opportunity, that I have had to
lodge a Marine Protest and file a full report concerning the loss of
my ship, the U«S.3.R« m/v *Maikop* and its cargo.

NOW THEREFCRE, I, Captain LEVCHENKO, 4.V., Commanding the m/v

*Maikop* hereby lodge this Marine Protest against, and repudiate any .
and all claims, that may be presented to me or to my owners, arising
from or concerning the loss of the said m/v "Maikop* or 1t{n’ cargo.

{
V

A.V. Levchenko, i
Captain in command of m/v
"Maikop*. ‘

Shmaig lat J\.lly. l9l}2.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 2nd day of July, 1942.

J. Pe &“morf.
Consulkr Representative of the
UXX.Re at Shanghai, China.
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Notes of the Privy Council Regarding the Tntroduction of the

Revised Bill of the parliamentary Iaw to the Diet

Regarding the Special ippointment of /dninistrative
officials oI the South Seas Government

Py

——

.

\
The Privy Council'wes held at 10,35 a.a, ©

1\‘ 20 Januery, Showa 12/1937,

The Baperor was not present,

Those prescniy

Ministeuys,

President EIRLNUY
esiaent JRAI

Prime Minister HIROTA
Navy Minister NaLG.NO
Wer Minister TIR.UCII
Minister of Justice H.LY.SIT
Minister of Finance BABA
Minister of Agriculture and
Forestry SHIMMDA
Minister of Poimunications TANOMOGI
Minister of Qverscas Affairs NAGATA
Minister of Bducation HIRAD “

Minister of Coimcrce and Industry OGLWA

Foreign Minister JRITA

Privy Councillorss;

KANTKO, Privy Councillor

KURODA, 1 u

SLKURLT " "

KAWLT " "

SUZUKI (XK NTLRQO) Privy Councillor
ISHII Privy Councillor

JRTUA " "
HIRA " "
KUSOTA " "
MOTODA  ° "

SUZUKI (Seroku) Privy Councillor
ISHIZUXKA, Privy Councillor

5

3

n .8 8% 8 A B 3.8 s

-aﬂal%

O o=~ v

12

1
16

17



Doc. No, 794-A

ABSEINTELES:

Imperial Princes:

inisters:

Privy Councillors:

Page 2.
ISHIWATA, Privy Councillor No. 32
SHIMIZU, " " S
FUTISAWA, " " "3
HAYASHI, . . gt
MINANMT , . - P
TANAKA, L 5 €. 38
Imperial Prince YaSUHITO Noa. 1
" e NOBUHTTO s
. " TAKSHITO S
" % KOTOHITO "oy
Railway iinister ik ®18
Home liinister USHIO v ia
KURINO, Zrivy Couacillor »-oh
KaMIYolA, ® " . 36

Conimittecmens

of the said

TSUGITA, Director of the Bureau of
Legislation

HIGAI, Councillor of the Legislation
Bureau

The above committeemen attended at the investigation
two bills.

CHO, Chief Secrctary of the House of Peers
TAGUCHI, Chief Secretary of the House of Commons

The above co:mittesmen attended the investigation

regarding the introduction of the revised bill of the FParliameatary Law

to the Diet.

Ministry of

affairs.

J00Rbe-Dirsetor of the kevy #ffairs Bureau
Comnander TaKADA

lzgyx, Cirector of Superintendent Bursau of the
Uverscag &ffairs

1a:URO, Secretary of the Ministry of Overseas
st

The above four coumitteemen attended at the investigation

concerning the special appointment of administrative Officials of
the South Ssas Government.
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The Pregident (HIRLNUMA): NNext we shall introduce the bill
regarding the special appointment of administrative officials of the
South Seas Government. The first reading shall be held immediately
and omitting the recitation of the bill we shall have the investigation
report.

Reporter ((WRLKIIIT):

"Upon investigating this bill prudently, we find that the South Seas
Government, in coaformity with a fixed plan covering ssveral years, is
exscuting various measur s conceraing the expaansion of eolonization, pro-
motion of industries and gosd organization of comrmnications for the

purpsse of developing the SSutn Seasrenipslagoes 1 hat are under its
jurisdiction. In view of the fact that the wouth Sea archipelagoes have
come to hold an important pocition at this time in the national defense
of the Zmpire in the light of the recent internetional situation, and
because there arc mgn" installations concerned with the navigation routes,
harbours, roads, aviation and co.rmnicetions of the said archlpelagoes,
which will Tequire™ a‘speUTaI“CUns1d*rﬁtlon of the archipelagoes, conven-
ience and mulltury c1rcuﬁ§fances IS OUT Navv it 1s necessary to provide
a way %0 enable the sp601al ;np01ntm.nt of naval officers as the adminis-
trative officials who are to0 be in charge of the transportation and
comminication affairs in the said government."™

*In order to establish a way for making such special appointments
we wish to provide through the Imperial Ordinance concerning this bill that
the administrative officials of the oouth Scas Goverament who will be
engaged in the coiuu410;tlon _and.-c oY ¢ _aifairs, mdy be appointed
after being seledtdd Dy the h;ghe; Civil Service Lxamination Committee
from ~mong those who cre well versed ia the affairs of the South Ssas
and who possess the necessary knowledge and experience for the duty thereor
4nd in appoiﬁt1n6 the naval officers in active service as administrative
officers in the South Scas Government in acecorcance With UL1S ProvisSion,
a-spacial rule will he astablished through the Liperial Ordinance concernin,
this bill in order o prevent them from being subjected td the restriction
of rank Of 8€nior €ivil oiT.cials ang be lowered i TAGLL OfLicisl TanKSe..
The ¥l will provide ThHE MPDointing a higher official on duty
for the adaministrative 01fice of thz South Seas Governmsnt in accordance
with the aforementioned rule of appointment, his rank will bz made an
exception in accordaace with the Senior Civil Service Ifficial Traasfer
Ruic, Thek is, if a ¢ Dtalp in the lavy, he uay be immnediately aeppointed
as the administrative i vernment with the
SLd rAARoTthe Ligher civil servicz. fHowever, in cuse the DErson Wao i8S
appointad as above later becomes a high official in another capacity, it
is natural that he becomes a subjeet to the restriction on official ronks
fixed oy imperial Ordinance o, 285 of the 36th year of Meiji (1903), md,
therefore, we wish to stipulate in the ordinancs concerning this bill that
he be rogarded as the Special Civil Officisl mentiosned in the said Imperial
Vrdinance, and taereby makc the abore srdinance applicable to him,"
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“The point is that this bill, becouse of special necessity, chiefly
2ims to set a rule of special apasinitment for those of the staff who are
high icials —ho whll havc o be put in chorge of spocial business in
the South Szus Government, and at the some time it also proposes to lay
down ndequate rules regarding their official rapnk, which I deem is mn
unavoidable measure, and thorefore I think it is proper to pass it as
it imw—-&_— v o - A SIS e’

e

"I have humbly stated the result of the iavestization as cbove."”

Presidant (HIRAUMA): “.s no other view is expressed, we will omit
the second reading nnd the rcst and shall put the bill to vote., Will
all thosz in favor of the bill, please riss?"

, <resident HIRWNUIL) s:zys: "It has
w2 close the conference today."

Then (11 the mewmbers stand up)
been passed unanimously, cnd hereby
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CAERIFICAYE

“’nDoCo NO. ORI

I.P.S. No. 794-L.

Steterent of Scurce and Luthenticity

I. M. Taka“su ji, hereby certify that I am officially
connected wi.th the Japanesc Government in the following capac-
ity: Sscexracary of Privy Covncil and that as such official I
have custcdy of the do~uren” nerelo attached consisting of 42
pages, dated Jaruary 70, 1957, and described as follows: Pro-
ceeding of *the Privy Cou
certify that the attach=d record anl document is an offieial
document of the Japanese Government, end that it is part of the
official archives and files of the following named ministry or
department  (specifying also the file number or citation, if any,
or any other official designation of the regular location of the
document in the archives or files): ZPrivy Council.

w1l - 20%h danusry 1937. I further

Signed at Tokyo on this
11th day of October, 1946. /s/ li. Takatsuii
Signature of Offieial

SwiL

Witness: /s/ T. Suguki Secretary of Privy Council
0fficial Capacity

Statement of Cfficial Procurementh

I, hichard H. Larsh, hereby certiiy that I am assoc-
iated with the General Headquarters oi the Supreme Commander
for the Lllied Powers, and that the above certification was ob-
tainec by mwe from the above signed oificial oi' the Japanese
Government in the conduct oi ny official business.

Signed at Tokyo on this /s/ Richard H. larsh
11th day of Oct, 1946. . Name
Witnezs: /s/ 3gt. T. Toguchi Investigator, IS

Official Capacity
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(Bxcerpts)
The First Meeting of the Investigation
Committee for the Ratification of the
London Naval Treaty of 1930

was held at the offices of the Privy Council

on 18 August (Monday), Showe 5 /1930/

P L e

Those present:
President KURATOMI
Vieec Prosident BEIRANUMA '
P S

Chairman of the Investigation Committec, Councillor ITO

Fembers of the Investigation Committece

Councillor XKANEKO Councillor DEN
Souncillor KUBOTA Councillor ARAI
Councillor YANAKAWA Councillor KAWLI
Councillor KURCDA Councillor MIZUNACHI

Chief Scerctary FUTAKAMY
Sceretory HORIE
Sceretary MUTO

(The meeting was opened at 1:05 P,M.)

Chairman ITQ, after calling the meeting to order, stated that as this
bill was an important bill which Maifvctbd the national wclfur 2y it was
necessary to make a specially carcful investigetion of the bill, and that
first, he wantcd to determine the pOllC and _order of the 1nvcstloaylon in
order that it might proceed in a satisfactory mamner, He continued that the
motters to be guestioncd would roughly be divided into seven items, for each
of which a chicf investigator would be aprointed, who, after making a thorough
investigation, would set a date, listen to the explonations of the authorities
and ask questions, He further qt tod that he hoped that carc would be taken
not to allow thc prOﬁbedans of the mecting to leak oute

e . . - X g o R ”M,_.-

Then the Chairmon v’p“L‘uud uhﬂu“ for the sorvices of Chief Sccretary
FUTAKANT who had cxerted himself day after day to study this bill, Next,
Chicf Scerectary FUT/KIMI made an cxplanation regarding the items to be
questioned, Councillor KAWAT modc an inquiry gbout the presentation of a
memoricl to the Throne by the Supreme War OQuncll “and éﬁbW“ﬁK A-Tro-gave iis
opInion Of The mather, Councillor KANEXO spoke about questiong relative to
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the problem of the suoreme commond, and the Cholrman oxpressed hizs views
. t

[
on the mattor also,

Adent KIRITQIT gteted that his n"go?i(t'ou some time ago with
he Prime Eindster cbout the mannor of prescating the ”?jttun rxn]y to tbc
G ¢ ‘tad inteation-ef-advising-its. pr\scutaffoa Bo notoral.
Lic investization, Then ho cxclaiJVd the details,

Councillor KLEHO incvircd whether the Government had asgked the

Council to carry out the invegtigation quickly qwen at.the. soerifice of

. She summer yacabdon, President KURITQHI reported on the progress of the
HE;Oti;tLO" with the Cabinet since the reeeipt of the written Imporial
Inquiry, and uFﬁ““"’llj on thv rooly of the Cabinet as to whother it was
nceessary or nob to carry out the invost"“twon quinllv.

Covnoillor IUEKO ri,g-s bod thef poy sionfthat the pr csont
troaty should bo To% Ll qu: 31 =, .”'? ¢ natTonal 3n¢th, and
explained tn( nte 38 unucr wvhich thc United Statcs had
rqt fied

The Chairmar b asked for the opinion of cach connciITOT rcgarding
the order of thc it ization of this trocty. Councillors RKATLI and KURODL
gave their opinions ¢ Chairmen Durther roferred hic opinion to the
council that as it me 1 tirimental and uscless for the State Ministors to

¢ accompanicd by so many wnnecosscry explaincrs to the committec mectings
&5 hos been the practice, he wanted, oxeept whon the prescnce of othiers
vas espcelally necessa r", only the Prumier and the roroimn and the Navy
Ministers to atbtond the unﬂfiwws Tfor the investigation of this treaty.
Councillors KANENO and iU30LL ﬂuoportcd the nroposal ond it was decided as
the Chelrmen proposed,

Ghairmen ITO, after giving the date and time of the noxt mceting,
annoviiced the :kbt”\r closced

(The meoting was closed at 2:40 PLM,)
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(P LgCs /:""5>

g of the Imvestigetion Comnittoe

The SL cond

o JBH

rogarding the Retification of the

Loqdon Navel Treaty of 1930

e —————— S ——

Heold at 'i;}.‘o officos of the Privy Council

. 5 /1930/

Chairmen of the Investigotion Comnittce, Councillor ITO

Members of the Imvestigation Committee:

Covneillor KAMERO Covncillor DEN
Councillor KUSOQTA Comncilior JRLI
Commeillor Y/ MAKATA Gounciilor ELTLY
Councillor LURODA Councillor MIZUI'LCHI

Ministers of State:

Primec Mindigtor HOLLCGUCHI
“I"V"‘" Mi inis | s il M BORSET ﬁF
Fori.-'l Ministoer SHIDEHIRA

Chief Sccrctory FUTARIMI
oy

HORIE

1 at 1:05 P.M,)

Chairman ITI0 declured the necting open, and asked for the explanction
of the wlmr rities regording this draft, The Primc Minister oxpl laincd, in

regord to the London Naval Treaty of 1630, the history of the Newval Arms
ant t .on Conferenco, the purpose of the London Cor“::?c'rx;ucc, the progross of

the Conferonce, and the outli

o of the troepty, Ho'a gtated that he hoped
the troaty 10111» comc inte offcct gradunlly j 6 /1"‘ 1/, Supplement-
ing the explanntion of the Pronder, the Foreign Minister cxplained further
in detail, Tht, Havy Minister also cxplained from the c*pc“‘t'*‘ stendpoint

the zist of our mou..s.[,k.-,r-zm agures to meot the confercance and the regulations
rogaraing our arnamcnt sct by tho treaty; =2nd stated that he had concluded
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the treaty ag it was deconcd nocessary to detormine the general outline of
their and our armemcat at .S ;antcak, although the content ol tho troeaty
wng of coursc not satisfactory., Lfter thet the Chairman requosted the

Ministors to retirc

?

(A1 Ministors retircd.)

Then discus 5on ves begun within the conmittce. The opinion was
voiced that rogarding the nroblem of tha deficioney of our armmcd stroneth,

tho attendance of p;i. ez~chief oi the Naval G: Wc,;_gut fi should be ro-
R » eucstions, Mt was docided that

qpbst(ﬂ through the 'ﬂvv Ministor, Reg:
questions about fuets would be given prefercacc,

Committee Chairnan ITO doelarcd the weoting closcd,

(The mecting was closcod at 2:50 P.H,)
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The Third Mecting of the Investigation Conmnittoce
rcgarding the Ratification of the
Loadon Newel Trcaty of 1930
Held at the officos of the Privy Council

on 25 August (Tuesday), Showa 5 /1930/

Thosc proscnts

Prcs’dent KURJTOMI
Viec Preosident HIRATUMA

Chair: n of the Investigation Gommittec, Councillor ITO

Membhers of the Tavestirzation Cormittecs

Coumeillor K:{NEKO : Councillor DEN*
Councillor KUBCTA Councillor [RATI
Comneillor Y MLRAYA Councillor KiAWA
Councillor KURCODA Councillor MIZULL.CHI

Minlsters of Statos

Primo Minister HIFLGTCHI
Hovy Ministor .L“h-.R BE
Forcign Minister SNUIDEH/RY

Chicf Scerctary FWILUAMI
Scerotary HORIE
Scerctary MUTO

(The nectiag was opened at 1305 P.if)

Councillor X NEKO seid that according to the pross a cortain State
Minister had made remarks that scomed to indiente hostility toward the Privy
Council, This was o "”'C'bur for great rogret, sinece it ron eounter to the
Imporial Commend of Emperor Moijl, but he Covncﬂ. hel. no intention of in-
terfering with the accomplishment of the Cobinct's pelicics, 1ts8 solc in-
toution was to obur the Irverlal Cormand, aad he requested that questions be
mmvfcrc,d without roserve, He than continued thot he wanted to know vhy the

Babinet was in such o hurry for the ratification ST tHYS Trasty” Tas vo visn

the counittce to investisote it even in the nidst of thc hot scag SoWe (Ve -
th__._u@i:lxl vhen veeationg md heon, rfr‘,ntgd To this quostio 1, the Forcign
Minister rados on answer,
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Councillor KLTEKO queried again whother in case Ireland would not
ratify the trmhr it could net.be.carvicd into. Q_Lfec'b and statcd that: . S
MMM&&}VQJLQJ&Q of her. domcstic admm:.strg,mog that thQ..UIlltod_
Statcs had finished its.ratification.without delay. He asked about the
circumstances which had led the Japenesc plenipotentiaries to.go-to.England
via.-America in answer to an invitation from the United States and received
a roply from the Forcign Minister,

Then the same Councillor asgked whether it was true that Plenipotentiary
TAKARABE, prior to his departure, had invited in mcmbers of both Houses of
the Dict and others, had explained the so-called Threc Main Principles, and
hod statced that Jepan's minimum military strength should be 70% of that of
the United States, The Navy Minister replied in the affirmative,

The Councillor then asked whether it was true that Plenipotentiary
WAEATSUKI had also declared at San Francisco that Japan's minimum nilitary
strength must be 705 of thet of the United States. The Foreizn Minister
mede a reply, but the Councillor not being satisfiecd demanded an explanation
of Plenipotentiary WEKLTSUKI about the matter, The sane Councillor further
asked gbout the facts of the necgotiations concerning the "70%" problem between
STIMSON, Anbassador DEBUCHI, and Plenipotentisries WAKATSUKTI and TAKARLBE,
and whother the so-cslled compromise had been agreed upon at the meeting of
MATSUDLIRA ond REED, The Forcign Minister answered in detail,

Then, the Councillor quericd whether the rumor was true that no con-
sultation had becn held with Admiral ABO until the aforesaid corpronise had
boon made., The Navy Minister replied i the negative., The Councillor in=
quired, furthermore, as to tho authenticity of the fact that when the com-
pronisc gmong Japan, Britain and the United States was concluded, Admiral
ABO, being astonished at the gquentitative ecuality in submarines had stresscd
t"lo nceessity on the part of Japan of maintaining the present anount, but
that Plenipotentiary WAKATSURI had said it wags already too late to ;wnd the
corpronisc, The Forcign Minister ropliod to this,

Then, the Councillor demanded to be shomm the whole text of the
telegran vhich, hc hecard, had been scnt from Plenipotentiary T.XARIBE to Viece
Navy Ministor ‘H‘u.lL;SHI n:.th instructions to "introduce thc opinion of the
Na“gzwﬁggmﬂﬁmw the compromisc to the Cab f*xct W gt the tine of
Plenipotentiary WAKLTSUKI's requested instructions on Thether or not to
uccen'b the compronisc plan; he ‘also demended to be showm the sceret documents,
if any, as such gecned to bc_ _in existonce from what had been discussed in the

U..S. Upper Housc. To this, the Navy and Forcign lMinisters answered
rcspeetively,

Furtlﬂorﬁorc, he Councillor inquired whether it was truc that Prenier
HIMLGUCHT replied in the Housc of Pcors: "I will not refor to what Articleg.
XTI and XII of the Constitution sigmify, becausc oven the scholars have dif-
| foront opinions abou . {st“r Tirst oxplained the ¥eason
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wiy the Gobinct ‘ms in sveh 2 haJrv to reke this investigation during the
hot scason,. aa? b-uw: seplicd that he had thought it proper to withhoid the
answer on the conciitubionsl int “'or\:c ttion, since it was not dircctly con-
eerned with the London Trecty,

Then, the Conncillor rocuested to be shown the formal texts of the
tronsnitted docuncnts of the dirgcci gpacals to the Throne, and of the
nenorials to the Throne as regards the dispos ition of ravters concorrning
nilitary strongth.

Counci’ior K'WAT argued that it was utterly incomprchonsible that the
cpanese P’cn,"oiunii;*:Cz; desplite their declarstion hefore their departure,
asked for instructions, gaving ap the Three Main Priseipics, end that the
Navy General uwl-f aed sreved, #nd he osked the Kavy Minister for his
opinion on the cstabliskment of g ilavy Ministeris Adninistrative Office, and
inguired whethcr 1t was true thet at 4 ne f1ng of the uprene War Council it
had been agreed not to sct un the Naw 1isteris Adninistrative Office in
the future, To this ingquiry, the Nuwy P1“1)7~v stated that he had not con-
sidered thaot a slight diminution in Japranls helding of nilitary strength
fron 70% of that of the United States would render inmossible the concluding
of the treaty, and he hed presented the.memorial tc the Throne as regords
the disposition of matters concerning nilitaiy strongth, The Prine Minister
| raised the gucstion gs to whother the ¢nroru¢ndmwcq of the connecction between
the dircet appeal to the Throne and the Cabinct vhich Commeillor KANEKO had
roquested, must cover the whole period fror the beginning of the Mciji Era to
the prescat day., GCounciller KILWEXO replied 7t mould be onough to have the
titles of thc docvnerts which had been trrnsritied to the Cabinet fron
Meiji 43 /1910/ onwnrd,

—

Then Counci
to the Japanesc Fl
ITO dezlared the n

r KLTLT requested that the confidontial instructions
oteutiarics be produced, After this was donc, Chairman

110
cud
ecct closcd

D
ing

(The necting was closed at 4:50 P.M,)
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Held ot the officcs of the Privy Council %
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on 28 Lugnet (Thursday), Showa 5 /1930

Thosc presents
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(U] I
'l".‘ the FPrivy Couneil

regident of Bl
-' TR

Yice Proside

Chairran of : Invostigetion Comnittec, Councillor ITO

L

Mernbers of the Investigation Comittec:

Counciller X.NEXO Councillor DEW
Gouncillor Y. RIXLTL Ccuneil 1 or

Councillor KURCDL Comncilior KIHEL]
Coancillor MIZUL/ CHI

Prine Minioter HIFAGUCHI
."L\.m/y iinigter T.7LRABE
Foreipn Ministor SUIDEH/RA

Chicf Sccraotary TN
Scerctary HORIE
S (‘T'\,lu_LL IO

(The reeting was oponed at 1:C0 P.M,)
The Cheirran of the Committee, ITO, colled the necting to order,

Councillor E.UTEEO charged thiat it is very unfortunatce that the former
gs woll ag the vregont Cabiact rezards the Prlvy Goutell as an cnery, and
zddca that aceordine Lo thc,aafrxinprs the drinistrative Viee Minister of
Foreign Jffairs, W;C;I, in“his speech at the oratorical rceling of the
TIH“"I I0 held at Hibiyg Public Hall on August 20th, stated as follows:: "If :
the Privy Comaeil intorfercs with the ratification of the London Treaty,
vhich the Cahinct intends to eonclude for the sskc of prouoting internmational
peAEE ond to Lighton thc nationgl burden, we rust Tight then as the nunlic
cnery of our nation,! 5

p— A S

e




Doc. No. 1124 Page 10

The Councillo“ further said that according to an article in the Japan

Times,he /GAI/ stated: "Such svperginwated men as the Privy Councillors

ETE”ﬁnneceSba“* to & wodern naiion. T @od iien asked whether this was true or
not, Regarding ' i piied, "I think that the speech
and statement or trusly repcrted. Thereupon
Councillor TAVE tained directly from Vice
Minister MACAT, . Then the same Council-
lor gsked why Jﬂnbs Au*'q" ] , S Croup and do as Italy and
France have done. Yo tnig, the Foreign: Lﬁjisuex gave his answer,

i

The Loﬁlyﬂl?or further detouuGOU the Cabinst by stating that though
the Foreign Miui 5 Lk hiie fre qt“ Tas Tatiier g suc cess, g look at the
minutes of the benzte wall show FTh=% it was argved that this
treaty would moke "o T th J3nls tied wntil uhe U. 9., which at
present has only Tpo _hes ruisers, constructed fifteen of them, Could the
Cabinet still hoid its vier of.diplemstic.success, he q@eStiO“Gd: and con-
timzed that vhile the str”‘”” of Fforceg in the U, S, was cecided by the
Pregident, and that e iosty with the ao51stwace of the
Suprene Command in he creseat Oabinet, assuming an ‘attitude
as it to assist a éﬁmj has cisned such a trea v which is dis-

advantasE0us 1o our cuuntrv s 10 Eﬁe Ta 3 anc citing The

LS EOU

ninutes of the U, S. saicd in ridicu WEEEE 51T 10
the Jgoz nese," he empLasi jig T30t that our Cv _ blundered 11
concludlar this treaty, In reply, the F reizn h¢nloter endeavored to explain.

TR

Chen;ing his point, the Councillor asked a further questicn regarding
the reculations governing the replacement of U, S. cruisers and pointed oub
that the gbolition of destroyers snd submarines was exceedingly disadvantageous
to our country as compared with the U, S. The Councillor inguired agsin why
this country hed ag féed on such a tresty under these circunstonces, and demand-
ed a detailed explaonation wath regerd to the relations betreen Britcoin and
America at the Loodon Confereace. The Foreign Minister replied respectively
ito ‘these gueries,

The CLairman of the Committee, ITO, ingquired about the SATTO-CRATGTE
peley and the Fereign and Havy Ministers answered respectively in this con-
nection.

Then Councillor KURCDA stated his desire to know the relation between
the Cabinet cnd the Privy Council, and called the attention of the Cabinet to
the faet that there were rany errors and omissions in diplomatic documents sub-
mitted for Immeriazl approveli since the formation of the present Cabinet (this
tregty being a conspicuous exa le\ which would arnoy the Throne and mislead
the generml pablie, Thered nre. snid the Councillor, pointing out actual
exarples, the Cgobiret should 1nve~~1ﬂhte the causes to avoid such mistakes in
the future, The Foreirn Minister and the Prime Minister expressed their regret
for the lapses ond gave assurances that they would be careful in the future,
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Councillor FATEKO eriticized the Foreign Minister, seying that the
remark he made laving the blame on the ill worlmanshin of the photogravure
was without reason, There followed questions and answers between the Foreign
Hinister and the Commcillor regarding this,

After this, Committee Chairman ITO stated that it was very regrettable
that there arc various provagenda-like rumors concerning this Committee, and
so saying he declared the meeting closed for the day,

An incuiry ves rade hy Councillor DEN concerning the dual complement
of worshin nersonnel, to vhich the Navy Minister answered,

(The meeting tas adjovrned at 3:20 P.IL)
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The Fifth lMeeting of the Investigation Committee
regarding the Ratification of the
London Naval Treaty of 1930,
Held at thc offices of the Privy Council

on 1 Scptember (Monday), SHOVA 5 /1930/

Those present:

President KURATOMI
Vice President HIPATUMA

Chairman of the Investigation Committee, Councillor ITO

Members of the Investigation Committee:

Councillor KAEKO Councillor DEI
Couneillor KUBCTA _ Councillor ARAI
Councillor YAMAKATA Councillor KATAI
Councillor KUROCDA Councillor MIZUMACHI

Ministers of State:

Prime Minigtor HAMAGUCHI
Navy Minis§er TAKARABE
Forcign lMinister SIIDEHARA
Chief Secrectary FUTAXANMI
Secretary HORIE
Secrctary MUTO

(The meeting was opened at 1:00 P.II,)

Committec Chzirman ITO announced the opening of the Conference, and
stating that there had becn an omission in the answer to Councillor KU"CDA's
qguestion in the previous meeting, aslcd how the erroncously written passages
in the text of the treaty should be dealt with., A statement was also made
by Councillor KURCDA on the purport of this inouiry, to which the Foreign
lMinister replied, OCouncillor XKATAI inquired ahout the procedure by =hich
the instructions to the Imperial Plenipotentiarics were decided, and the Navy
Iinister enswered this,

The scme Councillor further inguired what induced the Navy Minister to
submit to thc Thronc the matter regarding thce disposition of armed forces and
to ask for Imperiacl sanction when there was alrcady an established usage, to
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which gquestion the Navy Minister rcplied that it was because that matter had
become a problem in the Specicl Session of the Diet after the London Disarma-
ment Conferenec, breeding vorious argumcnts anong the military authorities
also, Subsegquently the some Councillor said that he considered the Prime
Ministor, who had been the Havy Minister's Administretive Officer at that
time, as not having conformed to the snid usage; and asled the Nevy lMinister
what he thought of it, The Navy Minister replied that after his return to
Japan he had carcfully inguired of the persons responsible on that matter,
and it ms concluded that therc had hecn nothing wrong in the proccdure tcken
by the soid Adnministrative Officer at that time,

Furthor, Councillor KATAI inquiroed as to the reason for the many
changes of post in the llavel General Staff, ineluding the Viec Chief of Staff,
to which the Navy Ministor replied, Subseouently, the same Councillor re-
guested a detailed cexplanation regarding the situation vhich led to the re-
placcment of thc Havy Chief of Stoff, to vhich the Navy liinister stated that
he rogretted very much recciving qucstions based on newsmapcr articles, and
further cxplained that Admircl KLTO himsclf regretted what he had done at the
time he mas asked for instructions, znd had tendered his rcsignation with the
reason that he could not bear the thoughts of sclf=reproach for not having
stated his opinion positively. Hec, the Navy Minister, had thercupon reported
the changc of post to the Throne, The same Councillor also stated that it
could be intorprected that when Admiral XATO submitted his resolution to re-
sign te the Thronc on the grounds that he could not do justicc to the in=-
dependence of the Suprome Commend, he was commanded to resign, and asked
vhether it was so., The Navy lMinister rcplied that it was truc that he had
submitted his papers at the time he rcrorted his resignation to the Throne
but changes in the posts had not been made by it,

The Councillor further stated that he had heard that Vice Admiral
SAROHJT, v7ith the conscnt of Plenipotentiary TLXARABE, had sent a wiro to Viee
Naovy Minister YAMANASHI telling him to be prepared for a break-dovm when
scnding instructions; and after the instructions were dispatched the Navy
Chicf of Staff had also scnt a sceret telegram to Plenipotentiary TAKARABE,
The Councillor demanded thce teolegraphic message be prescnted. The Navy
Minister explaincd thc circumstancos at the time the tclegram from London was
reccived and, saying that he had by no means scnt the telegram in betrayal of
his coellcagucs, gave a summary of thc tclegram from the Navy Chief of Staff,

Regarding the Councillor's quostion as to whethor Plenipotentiary
TAKIRABE did or did not know that Chief of Staff KATO had opposced the militery
strength of the requested plan, the Havy Minister replied that he did not
think he /KATO/ would opposc it to the cxtent of risking a breckdowm. To this,
the Bame Councillor rcprovingly askcd vhy the Plenipotentiary did not confirm
the intentions of the Navy Chiof of Stoff, and the samc Minister rcplicd that dn
the Navy Minister's Administrative Officer was in Tokyo he had not thought it
neccssary for TLZXARABE, who was only a plenipotentiary, to confirm the said
Chief's intentions. Thon he read the telcgram from the Navy Chicef of Staff,
dispatehed on 2 April,
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At this tinc, Committcc Chairman ITO demanded the presentation of the
telcgrar read Yy the Novy llinister, but the Minister replicd that he would

A P

enswer after considerztion,

Councillor ARLI questioned on some doubtful points in regard to tho
tonnage of hcavy cruisers of Japan and America as brought out by the Navy
Vinister in the last committce mecting, snd morcover aslked whether or not the
Navy Ministor'!s Administrotive OfTicer and the Chief of thc Haval Generzl
Stoff ogreed in their opinion on the military strongth at the time the
instructions were dispatched, ond also, vhethor or not they considered it
neeessary to agrce on their opinion,

To thesc questions, the Navy Hinistor and the Prime Minister gave
dcteiled rcplies, The Prime Minister, as a rule, would withhold his corment,
but regarding the plans for instruetions, he rcplied that the agreement of the
opinion of hoth partics wes ncecssary, and added thet both had arrived at an
agrecement,

Noxt, Councillor KATLI asked —hy OKIDA, a member of the Supreme Tar
Council, accompanicd thc Navy Chicf of Staff, and vhy hc didn't clarify the
stotoment of the Chicf of Staff when therc werce veguc points in his renlios;
and to this, thc Prime Hinister answered that at the time he hod met both
partics, Mr, OK.DA, spcaling as a representative, stateds "The situation has
beeome unavoidable, The navel exports! viers will be given later by Vice
Minister YAMANASHI, but if the confercnce is going to conclude this trcaty
as it is, wo must study the best meothod possiblc,™

Mr, KATO rcplicd: "As for the Navel General Staff, this would couse
difficulty in the military oporations and tacties, but, if this prescnt troaty
is decided upon, we ill cndeavor with our best efforts to carry it out,"

Councillor KAMEKO pointcd out that the faet that the Emperor decided
upon the strongth of forecs is clearly stated in the Jepancse Constitution,
and asked vhy a Staff moeting -ms not held in order to decide on the military
strecngth in accordance with the trcety. To this, the Prime Minister rcplied

that thoy had followed what had bocome the customary procedure since the

Mashington Conforonce, and stated that since all the supremc powers belonged

to the Fmperor, an advisory orgen by no means infringed upon the sovertign 2
ouer. Hore, the said Councillor cxplained the rcason for providing Article 11

in the Constitution, and steting that the determination of the military
strength is tho most immortant of thce Imperial prerogatives, said that the
Cabinct cannot arbitratc on the matter, To this, the Prime linister replied
that olthough in form, thc military strength cen be determined only by the

abinct, the militory strength provided in the trcaty hod been decided after
having obtaincd the approval of thc Navy Chicf of Staff. Then Committee @hoir-
man ITO statcd that the disrcgord of the Navy Chief of Staff's opinion was al-
reoady being mach talked adout, and so that point must be well investigated, and
if vhat the Primc Ministor said was truc, it is vastly different from the rumor:
that arc going around., Hec thon adjourncd the meeting,

(The necting wes closed at 4:10 P.IL)
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The Sixth lleceting of the Investigation Committee
rcgarding the Ratification of the
London Neval Treaty of 1930,
Held at the Offices of the Privy Council
on 3 Sentember (Wednesday), SHOTA 5 /1930/
Those prescnt:
Presgident KURATOMI
Vieec Presidoent HIRLTUMA
Chairmen of the Investigation Committee; Councillor ITO
Menbers of the Investigation Committee:
Councillor K/iNEXO Councillor ARAT
Councillor KUBOTA Coneiiloyr KAWAT
Councillor Y/JMAXATA Councillor MIZUMACHI
Councillor KURUDA
Absent: Councillor DEN
Ministers of State:
Prime llinister HANAGUCHI
Navy Minister TAKATABE
Foreign Minister SHIDEHARA
Chief Secretary FUTAKAMI
Secretary HOKIE
Secretary MUTO
(The meeting was opened at 1:00 P.M.)
Chairman ITO announced the opening of the meeting,
i
! Councillor KATERO stated that he had heard that Parliamentary Vice

! Minister for Foreign Affairs NAGAI who had abused the Privy Council in his

! ublic speech was going 1o igke a two months trip.to.China, and demanded that
. = r— AT e oL & . ’

. the said Councillor he ordered to postpome his departure until the questions

raised by said Counclllor the other dsy were settled,
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The Foreign Minister answered that he had asked NAGAI about the matter,
but that NAGAI had replied that he had never abused the Privy Council, that he
had only said that as it was absolutely necessary to conclude the Naval Treaty,
we had to fight ageinst any statesmen who tried to prevent the conclusion of
the said treaty. The Foreign Minister continued that INAGAT had also said that
he had been quite surprised at the articles in the foreign-languege nerspapers,
Then Counc1110” KAVEXKO made a reguest for the withdrawal of the said account
from the various newspapers. The Foreign lMinister replied that the Government
did not have a newspaper account rotracted each time they found mistakes in it,
and that he did not think it necessary to take such measures in this case,

The said Councillor, however, insisted upon its withdrawal, explaining that
with the publication of such an account in the newspaners, not only the people
would nsturally come to bear bad feclings against the Privy Council, but that
the account was also very prejudicial to the maintenance of vmlcable relations
between the Privy Council and the Foreign Ministry,

Councillor KUSCTA asked for the control of such persons as would take
advantage of matters reclative to the Throne for party movements. He also
recommended that the article on IMAGLI's speech be caused to be withdramm,
Chairman ITO also expressed his desire that the Govermment should take a moderat
view in the matter, and announced his wish to begin the discussion of the main
subjects,

Councillor KATVAI asled what the Premier meant when he answered in the
Lower House that the Government would be solely responsible for national

Sdefénse The Premier answered that he had just replied that it was unnecessary
‘ mf‘l’90 In the Dist the deta¥ia ~F‘ "'ﬂn wovfﬁ‘ﬂﬂ*ﬂo‘qq hatreen the militery

*\,&. g;*;j;tﬂ,, @,.va- 0L & Mg,u;u.g. ;L,QJ. L;«, '1;.2. _LT,CLJ;; Com L,flu orb\nuzat*o 3 and that ac
the Navy General taf was not responsible to the outside, the Government
would be Tesponsivle. The said Couneillsr again asked on vhat grounds the

Premier had, reﬂardless of the objectlon of the mvlltary, dec1ded that the

pre sunt agrecment WS onJy a nar@ﬂgf our. couﬁtry s-mititary strcqgth The said
Councillor contimed to aglk about the authority possessed by the Chief of the
Navy General Staff; and how the Premicr could say, with-a-military strength
of vhich the Chiel of thHe avy Geners) Staff did not approve, that our
national defcnsc was secure, The Premier-replicd to cach of these questions,
Then the same Privy Councillor asked whether the above-mentioned plan

of instructions in respcase to a request had been drafted by the Naval General
Staff or not, and why the plan had been made the last one in spite of the faect
that our plenipctentiary had often reported that it was not to be the last
plan, The Premier answered each guestion and stated that it was due to the
fact that he had been informed by the plenipotentiary that it was hopeless to
expect the other partics to concede any further, Then the same Councillor
caid that he was told that the Navy Minister!s administrative officer mas
heard te say, when he saw the Chief of the Havy General Staff on 27 March,

that therc was no other way for him but to decide the matter by himsel?f, if
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the Chief of the Navy General Staff persisted to the cnd in his disagrecment.
The Councillor asked hov it was poscible that such a thing could have koen o4
The Councillor asked agszin v“‘phur or not_on the same gccasion the Premics S-3
netitioned thc Emperor to convené a wuoulnh~o_,inc.3unxeme,7ar Loincil,  The
Premicr answered that he had only bxprrssod his owm feeling about the matliew
and that hc had not pectiticned the Emperor to cell the Supreme War Ccuncil
neeting, The same Councillor continuine further said that he wanted to zsis the
Prcemier the reason vhy the latter covld say that therc was no other way hut to
docide the matter by himsclf., The Premier repeated his former answer and said
that he had only expressed his omm feclings. Thereupon, the same Councillor
dcmanded to know how it happened that the Premier came to feecl likc that and
stated definitely that the Prcmicr was wrong in concluding that the Navy Chief
of Staff had agrecd with him, To this, thec Premicr explained in detail the
situation at the tlnu end stated the circumstances in vhich he had concluded
that the Navy Chiecf of Staff had agreced with him, However, the same Councillor
asked vhether he had not becn too hasty in interpreting the behavior of the
Navy Chief of Staff es agrecement, Thc Premier insisted that it was not
unreasonable,

i —

#~  After this the sarc Councillor pointed out that the Premier's cxplanation

"in.thc Privy Council was quitc differcnt from that hich he had made in the Dict

where he had stated th“t the Government held thc right to decide military
stronzth. The Premier answored thet he had not stated that the Government held
the right of decision, but hc had only szaid that the matter of concluding
trcutlbs should be decided by the Cabinect., He answercd also that he could not
state the scope and extent to thich he took the military's opinion into con-
sidcration, as this was a confidential matter. Whercupon, the same Councillor
asked how thc Premier could cexplain that agrecment had becn recached when the
matter rcouired agrecment by the military., The Promier explained that it was
beezuse he had thought that the militery had had no objection after all,

Councillor KANEKO asked the Premicr the rcason why he had stated in the
Imperial Dict that he had respected the military's opinion and teken it into
consideration, instcad of seying that the military had agreed with him., A4s the
Premier answercd that it was not nccessary to have gonc so far as to say that
he had obtoined their comscnt, the same Councillor voiced the opinion that the
gucstion had comc up becausc tHc Prcmier had not s2id that he had obtained their
conscnt and that thc Counciller considered it most incomprchcnsible why the
Governmcnt had had to say perticularly that it had taken the opinion of the
military into considecration in deciding the matter.

The Premior cxplcoined that it was because he had thought that the
guestion of what the idoas of the Army and Navy Generel Steffs were should not
bc made an objecet of discussion in the Diet. The scme Councillor said that he
moutd coneludc his questioning on this point, although he was not satisfied
with this ronly.

Then Councillor KAWAI askcd the Premier why, in spite of the faet that
the opinion of thc Navy Gencral Staff ought not to be violated by others, it

-

scemed, according to the Promior's roply, as though it werc a consultative orgon
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of the Government, The Premier replied that it was not.

Privy Councillor ARAI, aftcr meking introductory remarks that he would
ask obout thc same thing once morc as it was a serious matter, asked for
corroboration as to whether er not the Premier thought that the agreement of
the Chief of the Navy General Starff was necessary in deciding military strength,
The Premier replicd that h2 thought that he would consider anything proposed
by the Navy Minister as having Leen approved by the Chief of the Navy Genoral
Staff, because the Prcmicr thought that the Ministerl!s opinion would be in con-
formity with that of his Chicf of Staff, The scme Councillior asked vhat if
the Minister did nct agree with tho Novy Chief of Staff? The Promicr replied
that they should be madc to coafer wntil they came to an agreement, The same
Councillor asked whether it was nct ncccssary for the Premier in such o case
to consider it his duty to deal with the mtter /T.N, only/ after having
pursuaded them to agrces The Premier roplied that a discordant opinion would
not be brought to thc Promicr. The same Councillior wanted to know if the
Prcmier considercd that the Navy Minister and the Navy Chicf of Staff should
agrece concerning thc measures to bc taken on matters heving to do with
military strongth., The Premicr replicd in the affirmative,

The Cheirmon of thc Committec, ITO, explained in detail about the
progress and the facts of the nogotiations betwecn the Navy Minister's Adminis-
trative Officer and the Chicf of the Navy General Staff as he found that the
Premicr!s reply was very different from vhat he had heard concerning the
question of the agrecment of the Navy Chief of Staff, and he could not meke

out the situation,

The Chairman said that he hoped that the Preomicr and the Navy Minister
would makc efforts in regard to the attendancc of the former Navy Chief of
Staff in order to sclve the problem, ond to assist the progress of the con-
ference, Councillor KURUDA cxmressed his agrecment with the proposal, Then
the Cheirmen of the Committcce stated that the Premier might give his answer
the next day after consultation., The Premicr rcplied that he would answver
after duc considcration, Hc explaincd also that although he had been informed
of thc direct appeal to the Throne, his opinion might differ from that of the
Cnicf of Staff in the matter of the interprctation of their lack of agrecement
to vhich he had referrcd.

‘Committcc Chairman ITO statcd that he had heard that the Chief of the
Navcl General Staff had never cxpressed his concurronce, To this, the Premier
explained that he had ncver soid that the former Chief of Staff had agreed,
but that hc had only concluded that after all therc had been no objection,

Thc Chairman of the Committee ITO doclarcd the meeting closed,

(The moeting was closed at 4:20 P.M,)
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Thc Scveanth Mecting of the Imvestigotion Committce
rcgarding tho Retification of the
London Havel Treety of 1930,
Held at the Offices of the Privy Council
on 5 Scotomber (Fridoy), SHOWL 5 /1930/

Thosc prescnt:

President XKURLTOMI
Vice Prcsideont HIRITULAL

Choirmen of thce Imvestigation Committecc, Gouncillor ITO

Mombers of the Imvestigation Cormittees

Councillor KLITEKO Councillor LRLI
Councillor KUBOTL Councillor KLT.LI
Councillor YIIULKLT Councillor MIZUN/.CHI

Councillor KURODL
Absont: Councillor DEN
Ministers of State:

Princ Minister BIMLIGUCHI
Navy Ministeor TLXLRLBE

Chief Sccrctary FUTLELM
Scerctary HCORIE
Scerctary IUTO

(The mecting wos. opened at 1:05 P, )

Committce Chairman ITO ealled the mecting to order, end rcad the Prine
Minister's ansor (rofusal) to the rocormendation for the attondance of the
former Navy Chicf of Stoff.

Councillor KLEXKO brought up the point that at the Diet the Prenier
had answerced thet he had taken the militery's opinion into consideration, while
here at the Privy Courcil the Proemier asd enswercd that he had obtained their
approvel, Moreover, the Pronier hod explained that the rcason why he had not

answered to the same effcet in the Diet as here wes beccusc the matter touched

on the internal rclations hetrrcen the nilitery and the civil government,
Howcver, Councillor K/NEKO “Said, HC pronmoscd to ask vy Ttaking into considera=-

tion" was all right and "obteining approval® was all wrong. Hc then shifted
his questioning to inguirc why the provisory clausc of Lrticle 23 of this




T

“reaty was nut in. The Navv Minister answered that as it was indicated
through this clouse that we heve noi renouncad onr claim which was not approved
by Americe and Britain, it would &% 1sast give spiritual strength to Japan i
aking her claim at_the next c GONrerence, NS PREmi s arss answered TI“T‘EI’{I_
wae feared that this trea aty would paie the may to restristing Japan's heavy
cruiser strength to 60% of that of America, we have gpscisily provided this
clause, and thereby have shown cleariy that at the next naval conference the
attitude of the differcnt countries is not to %e restricted in any way by the

provisions of this treaty,

The said Councillor KANEKQO ergued that it was a fundamental principle
of international law that no independent country could be restricted by a
treaty after its exniration, and so it was not necessary to make such a provisic
Therefore, it was an extreme sonhistry on the part of our plenipotentiaries to
say that the insertion of this clzuse was an achievement, To this the Prime
Minister made some explanation, but the said Councillor azgain asserted that
this provision was only an excuse and that any kind of assertion that might
lead to the expansion of armaments could not by any means be permitted in the
future,

The Premier then argued that althouch it was not vet decided whether or
not Japan would malre claims based on the so-called three great principles at
the next naval conference, even if that claim should be made, it would not
alvays mean an expansion of armaments, for the reason that if light cruisers
and destroyers were to some extent to be decreased and heavy cruisers and sub-
narines to be increased in the same amount, there would be no increase in the
total

Thereupon, the said Councillor further gave his firm opinion that by
this treaty the United States of Amerieaz had attained its object of limiting
Japanese heavy cruisers and submarines and under such circumstances, such a
provision would, of course, be of no use at the next conference,

Then the Navy lMinister explained that the American plenipotentiary was
inclined to be over-enthusiastic over O-inch cruisers, although from the
techmical view-point 6~inch cruisers are not always inferior to &-inch cruisers;
and as to the merits of submarines there was no definite theory.

.

Then Councillor KATAT asked to be allowed to speak, stating that he
desired to bring the cuestions he had been asking for.seme-time-now.to a con-
clusion, out ag the Chairmon said that there would be a further céhance of re-

viewing the questions somz hqy ne éawd Coun01110r stated that it was
?ﬂ?ﬁﬂ?‘fhzgn “his oonw“enxnulon

HETﬁItFEEﬁ? passvd' ana advooat\ fﬁé% t‘b uost 1nﬁortant noirt as rcbards
armaficats T “Tecning THEn if 8 HCriech. Shaue at all fircs. He argued that
Japan's armaments should be based upon the pessibility of a erisis in the peace
‘of the Orient wIth Zmsrica of Jtner‘Tﬁlvd vaer infervening in Sino-Japanese
relations over rignts and intcrests in ranchuria and uonde‘T;“Eﬁaﬁf“?ﬁifﬁf
fb“fﬁﬁb'vhﬂ"ﬁoverﬁﬁcﬁi’“ opinion on the matter.
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To this, the Premier rcplied that it was a fact that the ratio of
strengths,vis a vis America, previded in this treaty would become rore wurn-

fayorable Ior~J van the neai ,:a_gaz,t9"39364 end therzfore 1t wenld pe guite
natural that he /_bun(11 oF uﬂﬁ;lf ghoud worry abont Japenis national defcasc,
provided that it wus Interpreted in a narrow gense, but.ilze Promier comtinued,
he believed that friendly rclations rith other Fowers, financial adjustments
and other such matters wersz 1ixcwise the esscntials of national defense,

Therefore, although he too wes dissatisfied rwith some phases of the national
defonse he was determined to 3ut up with the prescat state of things for the
time being; and although we o*lc heve o bear with the unfavorable ratio till
the end of 1936, wc would Bc able o build ships from The beginning of 1977

and so we had bottcr make preparations (ithin the scope admitted by the truatv
If wo commcnced o shin-~ Dll'ﬁ;ﬂ7 °anLtLﬁuOUQly ith the expiration of the
treaty terms, wc tould soon be able to hold 707 &5 against America; and
finally the Premier asscrtod that it wos a groundloss foar that Anerica would

. raise trouble in Chinn, %talding, qdvantugﬂ of the Dcrlod hon the retlo vould be

ov'for our country,

Councillor KAWAI then stated that it would be a very good thing if our
claims rere accepted at the next conference, but that this was a matter of
great doubt and in casc our claims werc not accepted it would be most probable
that the treaty would rcmain as a virtually permanent restraint, that though
he would not say that America would necessarily reise trouble in China, ho
belicved that efforts should aliays be made to nerfeet armaments’ upon the
grounds that such things might happen. To this remark, the Premier answered

hat the reason why the Government had signed the treaty despite some dis-
satisfaction with it was becausc the trcaty wms short-termed, and hence the
Goverament did not think the ratio would be a permonent one,

Next, Councillor IMAKAWA asked how much burden would, in reality, be
lightened by the conclusion of the present treaty, which estimate the Govern-
ment should have ulrpaiv made as a matter of course, The Premier stated in
reply that study of the question of the replenishment of military strength was
under way in military quarters. He regretted that he could not give cven a
general idea of it, except that the estimated amount for the ship-building plan
alrecady decided upon was 500 million yen in the budget for 1930, out of which
400 million yen wwould become financial resources both for the replcnlshmont of
military strength and for the diminution of burdens., The percentage for the
two, however, wes still uncertain, but he asscrted, he would allot a part of it
to the diminution of burdens without fail,

Therecunon, the said Comacillor stated that he had heard that it was the
view of the highest naval Sbu%ﬁ oificers that the navy would be insufficient
for national dcfcnse even if the shin-tmilding rights as rccognized by the
present treaty should be fully exercised, If that should be truec, as the tonnag
of ships vhich Japen vas authorized o build hy the cnd of Showa 11 /193%/ was
106,000 tons cnd the cstimeted expenditure therefor was about 330 million yen,
thc remainder would be only 70 million yen, and consequently if the roplaccment
expenditure should be added therc would be no surplus. On the centrary, a con-
siderable deficit would arise, However, the press had said nething about the
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fact that the present treaty wotld necessitate such a large sum of money, and
the Prcemicr's explanation was completely beyond his comprehension, Thereupon,
the Promier gave assurances that, despite the fact that if the building right
were fully cxerciscd the amount would surpess 300 million yen, the right would
be exercised appropriately in view of financial conditiofis, The said Councillor
further contended that financial matters which would result from the eonclusion
of the treaty should of course be estimated beforc the signing of the treaty,
and the same thing could be said of the rcplacement plan, However, if the

Navy Ministry ahd the Naval General Staff had not yet made the rcplacement plan,
it could be nothing but the neglect of duty on the part of the authorities con-
cerned, Then the Navy Minister responded that the rcplacement plan was being
studied by the Navy Ministry and the Naval General Staff, but unless an agroe=
ment could be reached between the two and prior to consultation with the
Finanecc Ministry, the matter could not be prescnted. On this point Councillor
YAMAKATA bitterly criticized the authorities concerned for not already having
a comolete plan and said that it was incomprchensible that it should not be
prescnted at this timc,

Then Councillor KUBCOTA stated that he thought the gquestion just raised
by Councillor YAMAKATA was cxtremely important, that the fundamental object
of the present treaty was to lighten the burden of thc nation, and conscquently
unless thc effect of the conclusion of the treaty in regard to this point was
studied it ought not to have becn possible for it to havc been signed at such
a conference, He requestcd the authorities concerncd to make a reply ccntering
around this point. :

Then Chairmon ITO, stating that the other remaining questions irould be
left to the next meeting, declared the meeting adjourncd,

(The meeting wms adjourncd at 3:30 P,IL)
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REPCRT ON THE RESJLTS OF INVESTIGATION
OF THE SHIFWRECK OF THE TLNKFR "MARIUPCLY

February 19, 1946

The Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics
Prosecution Depariment.

The USSR Sea snd River Fleet

Chief Military Proasculor
Mo sz

To Coi

nrads for Soviet Unlon at the Inter-
national Military

Report
en the resulte of the invsstigation into the shipwreck of the tanker
"Mariupol".

By the inquiry into the shipwreck of the tanker "Mariupol" con-
ducted by the prosecution dspartment cf the Pacific basin; the following
facts were established:

. -

The tanker "Mariupol" was 9311 ng in November 1947 from the United
States of America to the Soviet Unica with a cargo of 8201 tons of
Iso-octane. While passing throvgh ths First Kurilsky strait on Tovember
14, 1943 a% 18.04 hours in the territorial waters of Japan near the
cape Kotamari-Saki at the point-Lattiiude 50° 48 m. norih, long-
titude 156°31 m. east the tarnker ran onto rocke,

o]
o

The tanker "Mariupcl" remained at the place of the shipwreck till
January 23; 1944, and help being nci crendered, ths ship and 9700 tous
of cargo were lost,

B

The commanding amthorities of the Far Eastern Sea-Fleet having
received the report firom the shipwrecked tanker immediately sent the
tankers "Tuapse', "ERIVANY and other vessels, which were not far from
the First Kuriieky strait, tc the arsa of the shipwreck, | The tanker
"Tuapse" of great cargo capacily arrived at the area ¢f the shipwreck
2 houre after the incidsrf had telten place and had actual pcessibility
to render help to ths tanker "Mariupel® by completely uniocading it and
towing it from the rocks.

o egpproach tha tanker "Mariup:i" the Soviet ships had to get
permission from the Japanuese governmens, Thig perxisaion was given
when &5 days had passed since the shipwrecik, and the wrecked ship was
already in a hcpeless condition, as i1ts hull was damaged by the winter
storms.; The grezfer pari of the cergo was losi due to the same reason.

By the end of Deceuber it had Lecome evident, that the tanker
"Tuapse" could not render effective help to the tanker "Mariupol'.
It was decided to send the shallow-sitting tanker "WNenets" and
trawler "Paltus", but these ships approached the place of the ship-
wreck only on Jamary 10, 1944 because of the hindrances on the part
of the Japanese authorities.

The Jepanese authorities acted in such manner, as to prevent
the possibility of rendering help to the demaged ship as leng as
possible, so that the Soviet government would abandon the thought
of rescuing the ship, and would le-ve the tanker and the cargo in
the Japanese territorial waters. After the shipwreck of the tanker
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"Mariupol" on November 14, %45, theo uapanehe nilitary euthorities
[

A
.
o

hezded by the head of the resceing parity Nexiki Hideo visited the
tanker on the followimy tay, i.e. o2 November 15 at 8-Y9 hours.
They carefully looksd through the ship, searched the crew and put

seals on binoculars and the radlccabin. The Japanese officers leaving
the ship left on the tanker & guard detachment under a junior officer.
Besides, Captain Alskseev wes forhidfen to start the machine and that
prevented him from the pussibility 4o geb off the shoal by his own
efforts. This cleariy shows thal %tie Japanese rescus detachment not
only had no wigh to render helnm tn nhe chinwrecked tanker but even
robbed it of the peselblility we¢ wuase Its owi mgchine to save the ship.

'-u

During their fizsh vl upol® on Novewber
15, 1943 the Jopanese Dpropos w0 draw up an ac
to the effsct ithal iv was abesiuuvelr L L taks the btanker off
the shoal and to savs itc They nrogesad %o take off the crew and leave
the tanker. They vsreisiently and several times made simllar pro-
posals to the Ceptain of %tre terker "Taapss® Ucherbachev, while

negotiating with him. They told hin that the tarker was in a hope-
less condition and offered to reader lLieip to Capiain Alekseev on
condition the tauker "Mariupol! woulld be Towad to a Japanese pocis

In their austi rg istters to Cepiain Alskseeyr daled Jﬁvember 21
and December 2, 1942 offizers Ta,onnb:; Yasgumaeo snd Namiki, Hideo
sald that in cass the crew wo

ald nob be taken off the tenker *Mariupol!
in the mamner proposed by them. they would no% be respcnsible for iis
safesy.

It is clear that the vapaanese authorities ehowed hostile attitude
towards the tankeris crew. On November 21-22, 1943, ali store of
drinking water on {he tanker was finlshed.

Captain Alekseev wade a request %o the Japanese asking them to
bring water for the crew. Un Noveuber 22 a Japanese Kawasaixi-boat
brought 6 barrels of tresh water to the tenker, Thig water had a
flavour of kerosine and could no% be used for drinking,

On December 28, 1943 *he administrative office of the sea fleet
in Viadivostok received o report that the Jopaness governnent permilted
a group of our specialists 4o visit the tawker “Moriupol" for the
s conditicn, Neverthelesg Nemimi, Eideo.
ad re

first time tc exanin~ it
¥y wezCus celtechment, sezing thal even after
e
Vo

L

Commander of the so-ia i

the storms the conditics of tne HSanker "Mariupel¥ still gave hope,

began to iaterrupi. ihke cxaml;b.Lun of the wrecked ehipe. Captain
ahiecbeckev cn November 29, 1943 at il hours was pcﬂmiibed to vigih

Captain Alekseev wndsr the guard and escots of the Japanese ofxlcers.

The examination of the ship was forbldden, and the nee

Captain Aleksesv wes under such seadrtioas that it was 1muo:sibﬂa

to get the full informaliown of the tanker and conditi

to render help.

The zbove mertioned factis are absolutely true, and therefore 1t
is possible to say that the Japancse authorities were against rendering
help to the tanker "Mariupol™ to save the cargo and the ship. Pursuing
their own interests the Japanese openly wanted the tanker to perish,
and by their sctions prevented tho saving of the ship uwatlil it was in
absolutely hopeiess condition. It was quite possible to take the
tanker "Mariupol" off the shoal and to save its cargo, under the
condition of the Jespanese favorable attitude and if the Japancse
would not have prevented our ships to epproach the wrecked tanker

for so long a time,
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RECCRD OF Wi CONFIREICE OF THE PRIVY COUNCIL

REGATDING TIE IMPERIAL RATIFICATION COF

THE LOYDON WAVLL TRELTY OF 1930

The Conference met at 10:25 a,m., on Wednesday, October lst, 1930,
O 5

H. M. The Emperor was present.
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the Foreign Office HOTTA
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Scerctary of the Forcign Office YAMAGLTA
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President (XKURATOMI): The meeting will now come to order.
As has been previously notified, "The Ratification of the
London Naval Treaty of 1930" is brought up for discussion.
According to precedent, we shall omit the readings and the
subject shall be debated on general principles. The recita-
tion will be omitted and we shall ask the Chief of the
Investigaticn Committee to maikte a report.

aeporter (IT0): Upon being appointed members of the In-
vestigation Committee concerning the ratification of the
London Naval Treaty of 1930, which is now being referred

to the Privy Council for deliberation, we have been fully
aware of the greet importance attached to the situation,
and have becn cdestined to give our fullest deliberation
upon the matter. Ever since August 18, we have held
frequent meetings, listening to explanations in detail from
the inisters of State, and repeatedly deliberating on the
ratter with each member expressing his respective opinion;
thereby we have aimed 'at achieving complete thoroughness in
our investigation.

First, allow me to relate to you the origin of the
treaty. The naval armament limitation treaty concluded
among Japan, Britain, U. S.,France and Italy at the Washing-
ton Conference in February 1922, (Taisho 11) had prescribed
limitations for totsl tonnase of capital warships and air-
craft carriers to be maintained by each nation, as well as
the limitations of tonnage of single warships and the size
of mounted guns. As regards auxiliary vessels, however, the
treaty had only prescribed limitations for the toanage of
single ships and of the calibre of mounted guns, and did
not prescribe any limitation for the total toanages to be
maintained by the respective powers. Accordingly, not iore
then a few years after the Conference, there is already a
teandency among leading Naval Powers for marked competition
in building auxiliary vessels. The League of Nations,
according to its mission, has made repeated efforts to
realize general disarmament of army, navy and =zir forces
alike. But in view cf the extent of the sphere of dis-
cussion there was a wide difference of opinion among the
Powers, and accordingly it was extrerely difficult to come
to any coacrete decision. Therefore, the Government of
the United States, sponsoring nation of the said Washington
Conference, recognizing the urgent necessity of concluding
sore agreement on the limitation of auxiliary ships among
the leading Naval Powers without waiting for the conclusion
of a disarmament treaty by the League of Nations, made a
proposition in February 1927 (Showa 2) to hold a conference
aimong the above five Powers. The Governments of France and
Italy, however, did not accept the proposition.

Doc. No. 891
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egotiations were held among the Covernments of Japan,
Britain, and the U. 8. at Geneva Iin June, the same year, but

re was a wide difference of opinion between Britain

e U. S. concerning cruisers armed with 8-inch guns,
tne negotiations ended in failure Then following the
‘changzes in the general pol_tlvul situatlon‘ln these two
(coun t:rc in 1929, (Showa 4), there was a rapid development
of the desire +to realize disarmament. As a consequence, the
British Government, in October of the same year, proposed
to the CGovernments of Japan, U. S., France and Italy to hold
a conference in London, with the object of studying the
limitations on types of ships not prescribed in the above
“‘ashington Treaty, as well as of deliberating the necessary
changes to be effected in the stipulations of the said
treaty, after carefully studying Article 21, clause 2 thereof
in order to adapt the treaty to recent scientific and tech-
nical progress, « ”'th tho consent of the Governments of
the four pov ers s, Japan, Britain, France and Italy, the
representatives of the five powers concerned held a coafer-
ence in London in January 1930 (Showa 5). After about three
months' cdiplomatic negotiations and much meandering, an
agreement wa.s finally reached and a treaty called the London
Naval Treaty of 1930 was concluded. This was signed and
sealed by the plenipotentiaries of the Powers on April 22,
the saice year. This is the treaty now being referred to
the present Coyncil for deliberation.

This treﬂty consists of 5 parts and 26 articles, to-
gether with 3 annexes added to Part II, besides the preamble
and the conc ludlng elause. Parts I, II, IV and V are agree-
rents concerning the five Powers, while Part 11T is an
agreement among Japan, Britain and the U. S. Allow me to
omit the explanation of its substance here because it is
stated in detail in the written report.

On looking back at the progress towards the conclusion
of the present treaty, the Imperial Covermnment, at the
opening of the London Conference, had decided, according to
the establishcd policy of national defense, its three funda-
mental prianciples -- (1) To maintain scventy percent of the
U.S.!'s total toniage of auxiliary ships; (2) To maintain
seventy percent of the U.S.'s total tonnage of heavy
cruisers: (3) To maintain the present strength of about
77,800 tons in suomallaeu.

The Government had instructed the plenipotentiaries to
carry out this dewand and had also announced it to the
general public. Neveltheleas7 the Japanese plenipotentiaries
could not attain this object in the negotiations and were
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forced to maoke concessions. They had drafted the so-called
temporary compromise plan according to the U. S. proposition,
and had asked the Government for instructions. The Govern-
ment gave instructions that the plan had been generally
recognized; and thus was concluded the present treaty out-
lined on the plan. According to the present treaty, Japan
has agreed to maintain only 69.75% of the U.S.'s total
tonnage of auxiliary ships, 60.22% of the U.S.'s total
tonnage of hieavy cruisers, and 52,700 tons of submarines,
which will mean a reduction of about 25,100 tons, or about
one-third of the present tonnage. Accordingly, the problem
of insuificient national defense brought about by the
present treaty, as well as the inappropriate measures taken
by the government at the time of the instructions, have
given rise to much criticism in the country. It was criti-
cised for instance in the recent 58th session of the
Imperial Diet and became the subject of much discussion. In
view of these circumstances we have made this investigation
with special care and have endeavored to study it from
various standpoints, and frequently exchanged questions and
answers with the Ministers concerned, The following is the
outline of the questioas and answers.

1. In the past, there were many mistakes in the cdiplomatic
documents referred to the Privy Council. In the present
treaty too there were many misprints in the original text,
so the Cabinet, after an inquiry, had taken measures to
correct them., As it is a matter of great regret that such
mistakes should be caused by the carelessness in hendling
business, we have asked the opinion of the lMinister con-
cerned. He has cxpressed deep regret and hes pledged that
he would take care not to repeat such mistakes in the future;
and he further added that becausc the omission of the name
of the Italian Plenipotentiazry was due to the misteke in
the original text, it was impossible to correct it and that
there was no way but to dispose of this matter by leaving
it as it stood.

2. The question of whether or not the instructions of the
Government given to our plenipotentiaries in reply to their
reference prior to the cconclusion of the treaty, were issued
with the consent of the Chief of the Naval General Staff--
is a very important constitutional prohblem, although it may
merely seem to be a purely formal point. It was widely
played up that the Cabinet had delivered the instructions
without goinz through the formalities and the question gave
rise to disputes in the Navy and also gave rise to the
"Supreme Command Question" in the recent Imperial Diet.

The Navy »inister has obtained the Imperial decision that
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the affairs cencerning the Naval forces should be dealt
with according to the old custom; and that in this case
there should have been an accord of opinions between the
Navy *inister and the Chief of the Navy General 3taff.
After the Imperial sanction, he reported it to the Prime
Minister and notified him that thiangs would be run in this
way hereafter. T.at the Prime Xinister had replied that he
had received the notification is a point fully clarified

by the documents submitted by the Navy Minister. As we
thought it very important to clarify the truth of this
question, we first asked the Prime Ifinister, who had at
that time been in charge of the business affairs of the
Navy linister, if he had considered it necessary from the
beginning to obtain the consent of the Chief of the Navy
General Staff in giving the instructions regarding the
agreement on naval strength. The Prime liinister answered
that he had considered it necessary that there should have
been an accord of opinions between them according to the
0ld custom. Next,to the question whether there had actually
existed an accord of opinions between them he replied that
the Chief of the Naval General Staff asserted at first that
our three great principles were the minimum possible
dexands from the standpoint of our plan of operations; and
therefore he, as the one responsible for the manipulation
of troops for operations, could nct agree to the naval
strength outlined upon the U.S. plan which did not fulfil
the necessary conditions. However, in the lizht of the
various circumstances thereafter, he had considered that
the Chief of the Naval General Staff after all, had no
cbjections to the measures talken by the Government in
giving the instructions. As we harboured much suspicion
about this answer, we wanted to hear personally from the
former Chief of the Naval General Staff, so we had re-
quested the Cabinet to take measures to have him attend

the meeting and explain the fact. The Cabinet, however,
refused to do it., When we further questioned the reason
why,the Ministers of State, in reply to questions in the
Diet on this problem, had answered that the Government had
decided the matter, after taking the opinions of the
military circle into consideration, and intentionally
avoided the use of the expression "consent" or "accord of
opinion"; the Prime linister explained that the Cabinet
had answered simply "taking into consideration so and so,"
because it had considered it undesirable to give a detailed
account of its relation with the military circle in the Diet.

ioreover, to the question whether Plenipotentiary

TAKARABE, who had been the Navy ifinister, in signing this
treaty did not think the Chief of the Naval General staff
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would oppose the contents of the draft, the Navy lMinister
answered that, although he had been informed of some dis-
satisfaction un the part of sowma of "e noval cffierrs

at that time, he hOﬁsvm’*d #hat tler wonld ~elr. ol
their opposition invelved the risk of a break down in the
negotiations. ‘/hen further quest:onca why he did not

c0"P<rL the intention of the Chief of the Naval General

Steie, +he Minister replied that there was a man in charge
oy pusinerss matters of the Nevy Minister at that time in
the Cabinet and that he had sizned the treaty as a pleni-

potentiary, according to instructions from the Government.
He further explained that judging from the telegram re-
ceived from the Chief of the Naval General Staff at the
time of tiiz instructions, he had thought the Chief had
rather agreed to the instructions.,

3. Regarding the circumstances under which the Government
accepted the proposed compromise which was inconsistent
with the sc-called three great principles held to be the
minimum demand for part of ocur naval streagth necessary for
national defense, the Government explained that though
they would admit the proposal was unsatisfactory, there

had been nc possibility of reaching any other adequate
agreexrent, judging from the development of the negotiations.
If the conference broke down, it would have had a grave
influence upon the international situation of Japanj; and
considering the financial and economic hardships which
would be visited upon our country throngh competition in
shipbuilding, etc., in other words looking at the matter
from the general situation of our nation, he considersd

the Government could not help but accept the proposal.

e then put a question to the Minister concerned,
whether the security of the national defense of our °ountry
could be secured by the naval strength prescribed inf the
present treaty; and he answered that it might be diffi-~
cult to carry out operational plans according to the exist-
ing princ ¢plbs of national defense with the above naval
strength. On one hand, howtvcr, Japan has succeeded in
valntalﬂlnv nore tOJﬂ?Te of light cruisers and submarines
than eypcntga. "hile on the other hand if she carries out
the right to build replacement ships; does her best to
pw rfect nuflity by ccmpleting rsouipnwnt and improving

arwaments of existing ships, equipping ships not subject
bO limitations; increases the number of airplanes; and
ma..es an effort to develop her troops "technical power
by improving training and discipline and increasing the
number of crews, he believed that the secu rity of our
national defense could practically be expected.
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He further said that the term of validity of this treaty
is as short as five or six years, and that through Japan's
demand, a prescription has been added to Article 23 of
this treaty promising Japan a positicn to discuss in the
next conference from an entirely free standpoint without
any restrictions from the present treaty. Therefore, he
explained, though there are sone points with which we are
dissatisfied in this treaty, we are left a way to adjust
them in the future difficult though it may be.

4, If the U.S. is to maintain 18 heavy cruisers according
to the provisions of this treaty, Japan will have her
heavy cruisers considerably reduced in ratio to the U.S.
two or three years after 1936 and this will bring about
insecurity in our national defense. There are some who
are of the opinion thet the Chinese problem will then

give rise to complications between Japan and the U.S. As
we felt anxiety on this point, we asked the opinion of the
authorities; the inister concerned replied that, in order
to prepare for the period immediately after the expiration
of the treaty term, we must make previous preparations
within the extent of the provisions of the treaty, and
accelerate the building of new ships after the termination
of the treaty; thereby we shall be able to increase our
ratio. It is hard to believe that the U. S. will take a
provocative attitude toward Japan during that time; and he
explained that as the diplomatic relations between the two
countries will become more amicable by the conclusion of
this treaty, there will be no fear of any war,

5. The Covernment authorities have explained that the
deficiency in naval strength ceused by this treaty will be
replenished as a result of the next conference. However,
Japan has already failed once, at the Jashington Conference,
to realize her demand to maintain 70% in capital ships of
the amount of the U.S.; and she has failed the second time
at the recent London Conference to realize her demand to
maintain 70% in heavy cruisers and her present strength in
submarines. Thus, it will not be difficult to imagine
that she will face more difficulties in carrying through
her demands at the next conference. Especially, the
conditional clause of Article 23 of this treaty not only
seems to be meaningless in legal logiec but acccrding to
the original text of Article 23, the object of holding

the conference of 1935 lies in the conclusion of a new
treaty with the object of a gradual realization of dis-
armament. Accordingly, such a demand like the above

is likely to be regarded as expansion of armament; es-
pecially the demand to increase the numerical strength of

Doc. Ne. 891




. N AR N T T T T R TR R Y T T N T Y T A AR T T T T T T T T T T T PRy Vi
S
9
. ; »
B g v
. i
): -
.

Doec. No. 891 Page 10

submarines will be contrary te the spirit of the article,
and it was feared that it would be impossible to carry
through such a demand. “hen we gquestioned the Minister in
charge on this point, he replied that it does not necessarily
mean that Japan should coatend her three great principles at
the next conference. He further asserted that only by
taking into consideration the variocus changes in the
situation during the next few years shall we establish

the best policy and strive to carry throuvgh its demands;
and that even if we should repeat the dermands of the three
great principles, the total tonnage of auxiliary ships and
the cost of counstruction shall not exceed the limitations
prescribed in this treaty, so it cannot necessarily be
regarded as an expansion of armarents.

6. It has been acknowledged by the Government itself that
the naval streagth prescribed in this treaty is insufficient
and that, unless some appropriate replacement programme be
established, we can never hope for security in our national
defense, If so, what will be the result of such a replace-
ment program? ¥hat will be the expenditure necessary ifor
it? Vhat will be the surplus fund to be produced by this
treaty and will it or will it not lighten the burden of
taxes on our people; and if so, to what extent?

As 211 these gquestions are very essential for Jjudging
whether this treaty will attain its objeet or not, and are
the important items for investigation, we demanded that
the Government give us a general outline on these points.
To this, the /inister in charge explained that a national
defense replacement programre is now under investigation
by the Naval General Staff, but as it will not be published
till the investigation is complete and approved by the
Navy Ministry and further discussed with the other Govern-
ment departments concerned, the time for decision will be,
at the earliest, this asutumn, about the time when the
national budget will be drawn up. However, as there will
be considerable suvplug funds following the fulfilment of
this treaty, the Government will decla"e on its own
responsibility that part of it will be approprizted for
the replacement of deficiencies in our national defense,
Whlle the rest will be appropriated to lighten the burden

f taxes on the people.
MMW\AM

Suppos& ng we consider it on the basis of the total
sum of f'ive b%&%zaﬁ.rﬁn reserved in the financial programme
for 1930 (Showa 5) to 1936 (Showa 11) as an established
plan for the Navy, there will still bte some surplus fund
even if Japan makes use of every right to build the
replacenent ships prescribed in this treaty. He explained
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therefore, that this will be appropriated to the cost of
replacements in our national defense and also to the re-
duetion of taxes.

Such, then, was the gist of the questions and answers.
In short, the object of this treaty lies in revising and
supplementing the Washington Treaty, and concluding an
agreerent on various limitations in every type of ships
for the realization of disarmament. WNow, security or in-
security of national defense decides the fate of a
country. Accordingly, to conclude an agreement limiting
the armament of a country is 2 matter which requires the
most serious consideration.

here 1s good reason in regard to the military affairs
of our country where the military administration has been
separated from the military command for years, and each,
with its own separate organs, has been cooperating in
assisting the exercise of the Imperial authority. However,
it is of great regret that there had been in the Navy some
controversies, which afterwards gave rise to criticism in
the general public, about the measures taken by the Cabinet
in deciding their instructions at the time of the signing
of this treaty. The Cabinet not only answered that they
had thought there were no objections from the Chief of the
Navel General 3taff at the time the instructions were de-
cided; but also that the NMavy !“inister had obtained the
Imperial decision that matters pertaining to nevel strength
should require an accord of opinions between the Navy
¥inister and the Chief of the Naval General Staff, and
that the decision had been reported to the Prime !Minister.
The Prime ‘inister has been instructed to stick to the
rule in the future, and as there has been a reply of
acceptance from him, there is no necessity of discussing
the "Supreme Ccommand problem."

Thie affords us much gratification. }oreover, in
looking at the object of this treaty, of course everyone
should be willing to give his approval to its spirit of
promoting world pcace and preventing the danger of com-
petitive armement, and reducing the public's burden. But
the question is, as far as Japan is concerned, whether or
not she will be able to attain the object with the naval
strength prescribed in this treaty without bringing about
any deficiency in her national defense. As this is the
most important point of ergument in judging the results
of this treaty, we have made a careful and thorough in-
vestigation on this peint. The Ministers concerned, how-
ever, have admitted that there are deficiencies in the
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naval strength prescribed in this treaty, but asserted
that the security of national defense could in fact be
expected by *takiae replacement measures., As for the re-
placenmeri ».irn, chey Jlid not even show us its general out-
line, ncr its prancipal items, on the ground that they
have nol yet ccavleted the Investigation, and they also
have not expiained mu~n about the necessary expenditures
and the estimectes In the reduction of taxes. All that

the Goverinmenl has doae wzs to declare on its own responsi-
bility, that the deficicecncies ia our national defense

will be replenished and that ¢ considerable reduction of
taxes will be carried out. But as the national defense
replenishment programme essentially, should be drawn up
by the mutual agreement of the iiinister of State and the
organs of the military command, and is not to be declared
on the responsibility of the State Minister alone, we
thought that the opinion c¢f the organs having direct
access to the throne would be greatly instrumental in our
judgment of the problem, and we were anxious to hear their
opinions by some means or other. Finally, we requested
the State !'inister to take steps to submit the written
document of the Ifilitary Council in reply to the Imperial
question, but the request was rejected by the State
Kinister. Originally, accerding to explanations by the
Foreign }inister, this treaty had already been ratified
by the U, S. Britain will not complete her ratification
as far as Ireland is concerned until November, this year.
So, even if Japan should ratify it today it would not come
into effect immediately. Accordingly, in view of the
grave influence that will be exercised on the interests

of Japan by the results of the conclusion of this treaty,
we thought it better to spend some time in waiting for

the completion of the Government's investigation on the
aforesaid national defense replenishment programme, and
then to make mature deliberations on the question. We
proposed our opinion to the State Minister but he did not
approve the idea.

It was a matter of great regret for us, for it has
been our duty to consider problems carefully and deliber-
ately. But, according to the explanations of the State
Ministers, %bo internal situation lately has become very
deplorable, and they stressed that if the ratifieation
of this treaty is left long undecided, it will give rise
to political and economical unrest and exert a bad in-
fluence upon the general public. Therefore, we came to
the conclusion that, under such eircumstances, there was
no other way than to adopt a vote on the probiem, by
limiting our investigations to the extent mentioned above,
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and relying upon the responsihility of the authorities
concerned.  As there seems to be no fear of any other
obstacle in th~: provisions of this treaty, we think it

is inevitatle, 1xd:2ps tkese circumstances, to give our
final decisioa wnd Puccgaize this treaty. Relying upon
the responsibility ol the Stats ldnisters whe have pledged
that they would take every measure to attair the obiect of
the treaty by carrying out the national defensce repienish-
nent programme in concert with miliftary circiss and by
reducing the burden of taxes, the Investiga*ion Commiittee
has unanimously passed a resolution.

I respectfully report the result of the investigation
to the Throne that the Privy Council should pass the draft
treaty.

No. 4 (HAMAGUZHI): I should now like to state briefly the
opinion of the Government on today's problem of ratifica-
tion of the London Naval Treaty. The object of the London
Naval Treaty, as has just been reported by the Chief of the
Investigation Committee, is to prevent the danger of
competitive armament for the sake of world peace, and to
reduce the burden of taxes; and this treaty has been signed
and sealed by the representatives of the Five Powers--
Japan, Britain, the U.S., France and Italy. As far as
Japan, Britain and the U. S. are concerned, we have been
successful in an agreement on the limitation of auxiliary
ships which had not been realized at the Washington and
Geneva Conferences, and have been able to put a2 limitation
on every type of ship.

Generally speaking, the agreement on the limitation
in maintaining strensgth of auxiliary ships contains more
complicated questions than the agreement on capital ships;
and at the recent London Conference there has been much
meandering in its discussions for which reason France and
Italy, finally, refused to join the treaty. Japan,
Britain and the U. S., however, judging from the general
situation, heve concluded the treaty with a spirit of
mutual concession and compromise. Therefore, the result
of the agreement in the said treaty on maintaining
strength in suxiliary ships does not fully satisfy our
demands, which will mean that deficiencies will arise in
our Naval strength for maintaining and executing the
present plan of operations, drawn up according to our
established policy of national defense. But the military
specialists are agreed in their opinion that such de-
ficiencies can be remedied by taking some other proper
replcnishment measures, and that any difficulties in our
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national defense can be prevented. This replenishment
programme is presently uncder careful investigation by the
Governront end we are not yet able to give you the actual
figures. 1In short, its object is to replenish the quality
.and to promote technical pcwer., The outline of its
principal itens is, as has been explained by the Navy
Minister at the Investigation Committee. As the fund for
the established Naval programme reserved in the financial
programme fcr 1921 (Showa 6) to 1936 (Showa 11) amounts to
a total ol abouat half a billion yen, this will be properly
appropriated for the expencditare in building replacement
ships and for replenishing deficiencies in our naval
strength mcntioned before and also for reducing taxes. As
you 211 know, the U. S. has already ratified this treaty.
As for the British Empire, almost all of the British Common- .
wealth of Nations have either ratified it or have finished
preparations to ratify it, except for Ireland, whose
procedure for rntification will be taken cither after the
opening of her ordinary Diet session in November this year,
unless sorme other means for ratification may be devised
before thot.

We have not yet received any definite report on it,
but, after all, we cannot imagine that difficulties will
arise in its ratification. There are some points in the
State Minister's reply, given in the reports of the Investi-
gation Committee, which seem to prove that the meaning of
our explanation has not been thoroughly understood. But
as it is feared that this matter will involve too many
complications, I shall not indicate them here. In short,
the Government, at this cccasion, hopes, in view of the
internal and external situations, that the draft treaty
will bc passed promptly.

No. 36 (ISHIT): I recelved on August 15, the documents
relating to the Loncon Treaty, which is presently being
referred to the Privy Council, I think the President had
appointed the members of the Investigation Committee prior
to this, 2nd the s2id documents were distributed to me at
the same time with the members of the Committee. This,
originally, is a matter of course, but the previous method
was not necessarily like this. So I had once expressed my
opinion that, as it is all the Councillors who have been
ordered to discuss, it is a duty that every member should
have access to the dccuments as soon as they are called upon
for discussion,~-that is to say, that I wish the documents
to be distributed as soon as possible. I hereby wish to
express my gratification, for I believe the recent method

of distribuvting documents, from this standpoint, is an
improvemont in the proceedings of the Privy Council. I have



one thing I wish to ask the President, though it may seem
presunptuous. Three weeks time had elapsed since the
Privy Council had been called upon to discuss this matter
on July 24 before I had received the documents on August
15. hat was the Privy Council doing when such an impor-
tant problem had been brought up? There had been frequent
voices of distrust in the public and I, too, was one that
felt suspicion about it. During that time, according to
newspapers and other sources, the President had requested
the Prime Minister to submit the answers of the Suprene
Wor Council in rceply to the Imperial question on about
August 5, ten days after the draft treaty had been referred
to the Privy Council, and the Prime Minister declined it.

One week after that, the Investigation Committee was
organized. Thus, we Councillors could know nothing about
the substance of the bill for three weeks though we had
been consulted by the Emperor. I believe that when such
an important b:1ll is submitted to the Privy Council, the
authorities should distribute the bill imwediately and hold
the Investigation Committee as soon as possible, and if
there is something tec ask the authorities it should be done
after the Councillors are consulted over the matter. I
don't intend to denounce the President for his behaviour in
the past. I only wish to call his attention to this point,
in order to promote the authority of the Privy Council
which 1s the supreme advisory organ for the Emperor. If
the President has any explanation: to make on this point,

I would like to hear it.

resident (KURATOLI): No. 36 has just expressed his desire
about the distribution of documents. But, it is needless
for me to say that Asticle 7 of the Business Affairs
RAegulations of the Privy Council prescribes that the report
of the Investigation Committee should be distributed, to-
gether with annexed documents, to 2ll Councillors at least
three days before the opening of the conference. In the
past, according to this regulation, we had distributed the
documents three days before the conference after the report
of the Investigation Committee had been submitted. I do
not think, however, that this provision is absolute.
Accordingly, I do not think it against the regulations to
distribute, if necessary for convenience' sake, befcre the
Investigation has been completed. There had been examples
when documents had been distributed beforehand in cases
when the bill required a large quantity of documents. It
is so with the present case. But this cannot be arranged
according to the coavenience of the Privy Council alone.
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The relation with the Government must alsoc be taken
into consideration. So, in the present case, I have
adopted =an irregular ameasure after having consulted
the Government. It does rot necessarily mean that such
a measure will always be taken hereafter. !Moreover, No.
36 has talked as if I had delayed the investigation in
order to have the written reply of the Supreme War
Council submitted to the Privy Council, but it is not
true. I did not demand the presentation of the document,
I only advised its presentation, and I did not delay the
investigztion. Az has been reported by the Chief of the
Investigation Committez, tThere are liable to be some
mistekes in the documentz of the bill., In the present
case too, the Governmen®t nhad to take due formalities for
corrections, and more than ten days had elapsed durin

hat time. These are necessary procedures for investi-

gation. As I have statcd above, it is a usual practice
to distribute documents after the investigation is over,
so the opinion of Ho. 36 is unreasonable.

No. 36 (ISHII): I, too, have knowledge of the provision
of the Business Affairs Regulations of the Privy Council
concerning distribution of documents. But according to
the provision, it is stated "together with the reports"
and not ®at the same time as. the reports." Iloreover,
looking at it from the point of common sense, there is

no reason why documents should not be distributed before-
hand. And as the President has expedited the time of
distribution in thiz case, T only wish that this precedent
could be followed in the future. I did not say anything

" about the past. I only =said abcut the future. Aeccording
to explanaticnc just made by the President, even in the
future, vheac~er scme inporbant problem is referred to

the Privy Councili, severzl #neks will be needed for the
careful invastigation of documents., I cannot help feeling
anxiety abcu® the Tvtare. I hope that, if any problem

is referred %o the Privy Council, a comaititee will be

organized iw.oucisiely znd will be ordered to investigate
the matter. "ren ‘le Councillors can investigate the
rmatter toge-irr sn ¥ the Government authorities and can

revise the poirts which require revision. It is an
excessively cautious and therefore unsuitsble system, not
to distribute cdocuments until the Chief Secretary and

his assistants spend some davs in irnvestigating the

bill and correcting the misprints. But I shall not dis-
cuss the matter further. I only wish to express my
regret here that my opinjon wes not thorouvghly under-
stood, although I hed meant it for the future of the
Privy Council.
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I shall now wish to put my questions to the Govermment. First, as
regards the three great briﬁc*jlos, judging from the expression in the
report, "the IRO”llul Goverancat has decided the three great V_1n0¢olcs...
besed on the cstablished policy of national defense,® it seems to me that
the three grent 3311c1310 had been deeided just before the London Con-
forence. So I thin’ the prineinles had, of course, also been included in
the instructions given to our pleaninotentisrics. Now, the Navy Minister
and other Neval auvthorities secci to have greatly emn.asivod the three great
princinles pricr to the conference, stressing that this was the minimum
d“““ﬁd for our naticnal defense, and hod informed oeople that in case these
princinlcs should nol be reslized, it would endanger our national defensc.
Noturally, the geacral wnublie, lacking expert kaowledge, would readily
belicve jt, would be very anvious ahout it if even the slightest part of
these prined ﬁ'oﬂ is aot eu_lvod and believe that it would surely bring
about defeat in war, I, seli, wes one of those who felt such anxietly,
altboush I have been relieved of it, because it has been pointed out in the
reports thatv these »nrineciples should 1ot necessarily be followed in the next
conference,

I thinl: that these circumstances should be made clear to the publie,
as it is because of these three nrincinles thalt the peonle are afraid of the
U. S, Yow, it seems these three princivles did not exist et the tine of the
previous Geneva Conference. L11ow me to refer briefly to what the Japanese
plenipotontlarlcs nroposed to the pleninotentiaries of Britain and the U, S,
at that conference, There were no such principles in the instructions given
to the Jopanese representatives at that time., But at the Conference, tae

U. S. wanted an eoua7 balance of power with Britain, while Britain ssserted
that she would need 520,000 tons of auxiliary ships for she recuired many
cruisers cn account of her special position, and tried to reduce the
maintenance of Japan's force. As the nerotiations becane complicated, Japan
was compclled to pronose that if Britein and the U, S, would reduce the
tonnage of auxiliary shins to 470,000 tons, Japan was ready to reduce hers
to 310,000 tons. To this, the U. S. agreed on principle, while Britain did
nov. So Vice-Admirgl KCRAYASHI studied the matter with FIIIP, a U. S.
delegate, and made a compromise ouul, but it was not agreed on at the con-
fereace, UAs regards i ugraf'leu, it vas decided that Japan, Britain and the
U, S. should nmaintain 50,000 tons respectively, Thus, does not the result
of the rcecent London COlLO”LuCO resenble Japan's pronosition at the above
Geneva Confcrence? It is regrettable that there are many among the people
who are discontented with this treaty, by which, accordinz to thcir belief,
an uareasoaable naval ratio had boen LOTCGd unon Japan by Sritai 2 and the

U, S. The naval guthorities should have made it mowm te the public that
there had oeen no oppression by Britein and the U, S. conce?aing the con-
clusion of the recent g CCNth

.J

Secondly, when did the so-called three grest nrinciples cone into

existenee® Tt scorms ther did not exist in about 1927 /Showe 2/. Aetually,
did not our navel authoritics consen® alt the Geneva Confercnce to our main=-
taining 60 000 tons oi submarines? I do not think that the intermational

situvation has become worse during the three years after that. On the
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contrary, the Anti-Tar Pact haed been concluded, and it may be seid to have
advanced the countries a step formerd in their peaceful rclations., Never-
theless, at the last confercnce our authorities had demended that Japan
should maintain 7¢,000 tons of submerines, an inercasc of 12,000 tons to
the former 60,000 tons., I just cennot understand the reason, and I cnter-

toin suspicions about the three great »rincinles,

Morecover, as for thc notionel defease renlacement program, therc was

tal’: as if there was some proner nethod of rcplacement, both in the reports
of the Investigation Committce as well es in the explanation of the Promier,
But what ies thc meaning of the word M"proper®? As Japan had insisted on

ining 60,000 tons of submarincs in 1927 /Showa 2/, and has been
molled to consent to 52,000 tons at the recont conference, the difference
of 7,000 or £,000 tons can (not?) logically be called a deficiency in our
national defensc., Though the U, S. formally insisted on the five-Tive-threc
atio in submarines, shc has rceently conscnted to an equal baesis. From

1 oy . 2 AR . - ol Y N 4 E . ~

his stendvoint, we must admit that she, too, has madc concessions. As for

s
othor auxiliary ships, the rceent nronosition made by Britain and the U, S,
closcly rescmbles the one made by Jepan in former years.

2 opinion thet 73,000,000 yen is sufficicnt
for tho cxpenditure in our national defense replacement nrogram, and that
it would not only bc proper to appropriste the rcmainder of the half billio:
yen minus the said sum of 73,000,000 yen to thc reduetion of taxes, but it

Accordingly, I am of t

woulé also conform to the previous demand of our Navy. In short, I wish to
havc the Navy Minister explain when the three great principles came into

- e 4

cxistence, and had become an irrcduceable, ostablishod policy for our
national defensc. I also wish to hear the Navy's explanations on the
national dcfensc replacement program. I don't went to hcar about the con-
crete plan; the prineinle alonec will be enough,

T ’

Execent for the above questions and requests, the present treaty is
not onc vhich Japan was forced to sccept.e I agree to this treaty beecause
the recont propositions by Britsin end the U, S. are in linc with the pro-
positions madc by our country thrcc years ago, and it is our duly to accept
it, Moreover, I wish to cxpress my wholc-=heartcd epproval of thc conclusio:
that this bill shall be passcd -mith faith in the responsible utterances of
the Statce kinisters, as has been stated at the end of the repert by the
Chicf of thc Investigation Cormittec,
;o
/Wo. 5 (TAWARLPEE): The first point of your question scems to be, vhen di
the so-cclled threc great princinles come into cxistcace, which did not
cxist in 1927 /Showe 2/, at the tine of the Geneva Confercnee, Of course,
there vvos no suchthing as the three great nrincivlos at the time of the
Genevae Confercnce,. To be preeisc, cven at the last confercnce, they have
ncither hcen cleorly implied in the instructions given to the plcaipoten-
tiarics nor have thoy been formally declared, Why, then, have therc been
rumors about them?
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In ihc first rlace, we had considercd it necessary for our Navy to
of the most probable potential cnemy, and we

i
ave TC per ceov in gtrength
ad s :

had madc ciforts to meintain this ratio in capital shins at the Washington
Conifercnce, Bub, £inally, we had failed to gttain this object and the
rotio mas fired at 60 per cent. Thus, the five-five-threc ratio we

dceided on the condition that the gtatus quo shall be maintained in dcfense
in the Testern Facifie. At the Geneve Conference, too, we had contemplated,
in goneral, the maintenance of 70 wer cont in cuxiliary ships, but the 70
por cont deeided wos 2 gencral estimate and did not go into details regard-
ing the toanages per types of ships. Speeking of submarines, Japan's

domand was 70,000 tons, vhich is ccuivalent to the presont 78,000 tons.
This is because submarines under <00 tons werc not subjcet to any limitations

at the timc of the Geneva Conference, and so thcy were not put into
calculation, In short, it wos a demend to raintain Japan's present strength.

Then therc wes a guestion whethor there had beon no objections in
Ceatral Navel Headquorters to the 560,000 tons equal basis decided in their
provisiongl compromisc draft by the cxperts cormission of Japan and Great
Britain., Yog, therc hed been many objections, A4Although, at thet tine we
had ceouired the right to maintain more than 70 per cent in cruisers armed
with &-inch guas, it did not reach the 70 per cont mark in total toanage,
so therc had hecn much criticism end argument, Therefore, at the opening
of thc nrescat London Confercnec, it wes agein our Navy's stand to maintain

o/
&1

the prescent strength, Of course, at the time of the Geneva Confercace all
nc powers did not attach so much importance to cruisers carrying 2-inch
cuns, as todey. Tor this recson, thc strength nmeintained by Japsn wes even
considercd comparatively favorablc. Bul today, as a for suporior fighting
power hos been recognized in newly-bwilt cruisers, Japan, too, has demended
70 per ceat., This, however, is not a new and hastily decided policy.

The so=-cclled three great prinecipnles are concerned with the military
strength necessary for the exccution of the plan of operations bascd on the
national defensc policy deeided in 1623 /fTaisho 12/. Thug, the three
points - 70 »or cent in total, 70 per eont in eruisers vith C-inch zuns, and
the present strength in submarines - were instrueted., No mention wes made
ag to vhich of the three would be the morc important, and the expression

-
=

-
i
-

wie throe grect prineiples" ros not used in any of the offieial documents.
Just beeccuse thosc three werc the main points in our demends, people called
them the three great princinles. The Navy has a2lways atiaoched immortanee
‘to them.

As has been exnleined by Councillor ISHIT, we had failed to accomplish
our denmond of 70 mer cent in capital ships at the Washington Confercnce,

Q

end it s decided abt 50 per cenb; and elso at the Geneva Confercnee ovr
strength in awrddliary ships was sct at 60 per ceat in the orovisional

compronisc dreft between Jopan and Britain, Accordingly, our Naval
authorities, aftor yeoars and years of inwestigations, were well awerc of the
Ja0

3
difficvltics in corvying through our demand of 70 per ceat., In view of thesc
ToFner expeT

icnees, thoy had iastructed our pleninotentiaries with the three
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great princinles, for the first timc, just before the opening of the last
Confercnce, Prepared to fight with their backs sgainst the wall, thoy put
every cffort intec obtaining the understandinag of the thole nation., For
this purposce, young officcrs nade trips to various places and gave lectures.
greatly erphasizing the importance of the three great prineiples. Some of
then scer to have nushed their arguments to extremes by stressing thot it
would mean the ruin of our aation if we should foil to accomplish these
prineinles. Thesc were all menifcstetions of their patriotic spirit, and
as a rosuit, the nublic oninion wes thoroughly uwnificd, I believe this has
had much to do writh our success at the Conference in obtaining the rotio of
70 pocr cent in total tonnage,

Though Councillor ISHII scciis to bc groatly disconteated that the
itary circlc has nroviously much crmphasized tho threc groat principles

s shoring no cffort vhatever todsy in further obtaining the understand-
's of the pcople concerning the conscqucncce of this conforence, thore is
a natural limit to tho nccessity of taings. Therce is a differencc betwreen
the situations prior to the opeoning of the coafercnce end that of today.
Korc so, whon we think of the next conference, ¥e should make a more
thorough investigation on points that will become nccessary at the next
confercace, and strive for the best measures. Generally, the fact that one
has a position at onc moment, does not ncecssarily mcan that it is one's
nosition forever. For instance, the U, S. at onc time, advocated the
acccssity of submarines, and at another time, she advocated the complete
discontinuence of the usc of submarines, There can bec a great change betwee
the arnaments of ton years ano and thosc of teday. So it is only natural
that a netion's demends shiould change according to the circumstonces. 4s tc
the expeaditurcs for roplaccncnt and the tax problem, I believe the Prime

<

Minigtor rill give you the reply.

No. 4 (HIMAGUCHI): As to the problens of thec national dcfeonse ronlacement
plan and the reduction of taxes, the opinion of the Governneat cxpressed at
the Camittee Meetiag has heen stated nimutcly in the renmorts of the In-
vostigation Committee, the conclusion boing especially well written, so it
rill bec unnceessar for me to make further explanations at this nonent,
Morcover, I believe Councillor ISETT will not insist uwpon my cxplanation., T
short, both thc problem of replacercat plan and the nroblen of reductiion of
tactes arc still under intensive Imvestigation by the esuthorities concerned,
and gt prescnt we arc uaable to give you any concrete figures, The gist of
roplecciient plan is as has boon stated by the Navy Hinistor at the
ce Mecting and ~hich has been quoted in the report, Anythin: berond

i; X ont and cannot be decided until the budget will hav
beon framed this autwm. A4s I do not wish to say anything of whick T an not
surc, I sholl refrain fron meking any further explanation beyond this point
at preseat,

No, 35 ISETI): I ncither wish to ask the Governnont for any concrete plen

nor for any explanation gbout :igures. According to the report, it is state
thaet the Govermncat wovld not Hublish even the general princinles of the
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roplacenont plan end the reduction of taxes, but the Premier has just talked
as if the Governricnt had given a dsteiled cxplanation, Insofar as the
rivy Council has been called vpo e Zolierate on this bill, I feel, as a

member of the Commitbec. ~hu® . s rope for me S0 put some questlcns to
the Governncnt about tuc vlwiwws® vlar end the reduction of taxes vhich

arc the immodiate _purposcs of this treaty. When it cones to not informing
the councillors of even the general outline of the treaty, it is making it
too difficult for then to poss any judgnent, Merely es a UTIHCIUIG, cen't
we have the generel estination as to what amount, in general, will be
appronriated to the expenditurc in replacenents and what amount to the rc-
duction of toxcs; or, on the basis of 7,500 tons deficicncy in submarines,
vhat cmount will be neccssary for replacecnent? I would 1ike to have as mch
explanation as you can give on this point,

No, 4 (HAMAGUCEI): Ls T hove just ctated the opinion of the Governnent,
the total sunm that will Lo rescrved srom 1931 /qnov¢ 8/ to 1936 /Shoma ll/

for the Navy's established program +ill be about half a billion yen, and
this will bec appropriatced t; the expeaditures for building replaceﬂcnt ships
and replenishing our nava] ca"+h nrco“alng to this treaty, end to the
reduction of taxes. it ¢ tuu ¢ arc mutually related they uust be decided

at the sape tine, and, sc, thoy cannot he clarified until the time when the
budget will be franced, DNow, not spouking of the amount of money, what is

’ £ ;
the goneral outline?

On this point, it hac been stuted in the cxplonation of the Navy
Minister at the Investigetion Comniblec, vritica in page 23 »f the Investiga-
tion report, as follows: "Then, can we or can we not cxnuct the security of
our 1.tlonal defense with the ﬁaval strongth presceribed in this treaty? We
have queried this point with the Minister concerned, To this, the Ministor
replicd that this navel streongth would perhaps be insufficicat to maintain
end fulfill the plan of omerations bascd on the existing nlan of national
defense, But, on onc hand, we have becn successful in securing the right
to maintain morc light cruisers and destroyers than we had exnected; and if,
on the other hand, we take steps for roolenishment by properly exccuting the
right to build rcplaccment ships, and morcover, strive to rerfect the
quality of the Navy by completely cquippins the oxisting shins, renovating
thcir amancnts, equipping the ships not under lmitatcn, c¢xpanding the air-
force, ctc., and do our best te irnprove technical auchgtﬂ by rencvating the

raining ead edvcation of navy personncl, and increcasing the number of crews,
I believe we can pretiy well rcly on thce sceurity of our national defense,"

This is the cxplanation of the general outline given at the Investiga-
tion Cormittee, I regret to say that this is all tke material I have today,
to meke any rore cxpleonations, and I hope you will forgive me,

No, 23 (ISHIGURO): Do you intend to continuc . this confercnce in tho
afternoon?

Prosident (KURATOMI): If the discussion is unfinished we nmay continve in the
afternoon, after we ask the convenience of the Enperor,
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No, 23 (IS'ICURO): Regarding this treaty, it has been rcported after full
and inpertial considerstion by cach committce member, so it has been pretty
well understood, but there arc many netters I wish to question nore
particularly. Hovever, judging from the replies rede by the Government, it
secrng to nce that the Goverament does not wish to make any enswer further
than its oxplanations at the Committee Meoting., So I shell rcly on the
Cormittee renort and refrain from putting any further questions. But, in
the report it says: MAccording to cxplangtions by the State Minister, the
internal situation has beceone deplorably bad these days...ebe.”™ "hat is
the meening of this? I would like to have a full explanation,

No. 4 (HAMAGUCHI): As regards the London Treaty, therc had been, prior to
its being reforred to the Privy Council for deliberation, various rumors in
public about the influence it will have upon the political world, and sone
nischievous clements, in line with these rumors, had been spreading a number
of wild tales. For this roason, thore were indications thet unrcst had been
arising in the noliticel and fineneial worlds, The treaty was referrcd to
the Privy Council for delikeration on July 24, and sficr preliminary ine
vestigations by the Scerctariat of the Council, it was brought before the
Investigation Cormittee whieh convened for the first tine on August 16,
Sincc tlion morc than fifty days had pesscd till Scptember 17, aad the meeting
of thc Cormittee had becn held twelve tineg during that period, Mean-hile,
the nerspapers in Tokyo, not beinz inforned of the proceedings of the In-
vgstigation Cormittee which had been kent sceret, indulged in conjcctures and
publisghed a mumber of artieles, Readers, ignorant of the circunstances,
would cither harbor suspicions ebout the destiny of the treaty, or would be
scontical abont a probable discord between the Privy Council and  the Govern-
nent. Various organizations, taking advantage of this situation, began one
after the other to attermt nischief-making; and among the various articles,
there were somc that could be classified as reprchensiblc. They were openly
or sceretly distributed to various quarters, and cvery neans of alienation
and slander werc attempted. This being the situation, it mas impossible for
people to discriminate truth from falschood and good from bad. 4s a result,
it is a fact that canot be concealed, that the goneral public wes driven to
an indcseribable sort of unrost end unhappiness, Evea if it were not so,
public feeling today is apt to lack stability and self-possession, and it is
denlorable that such a condition should long continue,

As long as the destiny of this trealy rcmains undecided, it will not
only be irmossible to eradiccte this type of unrest, but it is evident that
there will be a tendeoncy for the unrcst in public fecling to graduslly in-
creasce, incited by daily articles in newspapers and all the other scandalous
propaganda. The problen of the fineneial world in particular, is what the
Government earmot help but be mostly concerned about,

The prescat financial situation is being affected by the great world
depression as well as by the ronedial neasures talzen after the 1ifting of
the embarge on gold; and this is a most importeat period, when we shall have
to act with caution. Without the utmost cffort on the part of the Government
aid people, united in one fixed policy, I fear the future of our national
econory will be greatly endangered,
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At this noment of long mpolitical unrest resvlting from the untovard
relations betreen the Goverarent and the Privy Couneil, our econonie circles
have beconc very aervous fron fear thet there nisht be o drastic chonge any
time in our financicl and econonic policies duc to a possible political up-
hoaval; Husincss and fincneial circles havo beer unable to manage their
business and reep thensclves peaccfully employed in their work, Thoy could
not look on at thc coursc of events with folded arms; but, glerning rumors
werc eanvhile current, throving financinl circles into confusion end dis-
turbing the nublic bonds end all the other veluable securitics markets, and
thoy were far from being stable,

In the first place, such things as political unrcst and speculations

on political changes, cre not sumposed te have so much influsnee upon the
finoneial circles in ordingry tines; ™ut, in this casc, it is not vory leng
sinzece the enberso on zold wes lifted end its influence has not yet subsided,
Morcover, as I have proeviously related, vhen the influence of world depression
kad hecone considershly grove, and mublic sentiment hed become very nervous,
the thoory; of lifting the gold onbarzo at par, vhich haed hitherto becn
edvocated rather as an acodonmic curiosity, had become very ponular anong sone
of the scholars end oditors of newspapers and magozinos., For this reason,

not oaly thosc connccted with the stock-narkots began utilizing this thoory
soceulatively, ™ut soric nconle helding nretty high positione in the

political and financial vorlds, cspeeially thosc with very pessinistic opinions
on the oreseat and futurc situation of our financisl cireles, vhether with
intention to dececive or in good faith, had been making observoatiouns in sone
aquartors of fianancizl circles that the noxt Cahinet mey meke it their policy
to prohibit the exporh of gold egein; and vhon, as a consequcacc, the exchange
rate falls to a certain degree and is stabilized, develuation will be executed
according to 1t, and thoa the ombargo on the oxport of gold will be lifted
ocace again, Many begor to believo in it; and many, though they did not whelly
belicve in it, tricd to take advantoge of such fears in the financial circles
for their sclfish designs. Such g phonomenon is boyond the inmagination of an
intelligont nan; but ac financial circles are presently in a specially
nervous condition, this »nronaganda and supposition, which ieg partly truc and
partly false, has in fact cuerted coasiderable influence, Its most outstand-
ing fact lics in the outflor of speeic to forcign countries. The considerable
outilow of snecic during the immort neriod in the first half of the year under
the lifting of the pold crbargzo is not a natter to be suspicious about. But,
that therc has beon a very great arvount of outflow in specic at a pericd of
avorable belance of trade in the second helf of the year, cspociclly rececently,
at the cad of the rear when it is still far fror the weriod for irmorts, is, I
beliove, attributable to the instability in the cxchange-ratc in antieipation
of the 1lifting of cebargo on thc now nar, vhich will result fror tho reprohi-
biticn of gold export, granting the pelitical uarcst resvlting fron the various
snoculations ceused by the doley ia thie progress of deliberations of this
treaty at the Privyr Council by politicel end financial circles; though there
rzy be other rcasons for it,

-
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e Privy Council arce to be further
the political uarest is not

Therefeors, il the deliberations of ¢
proloaged in gotting to a decision, and if
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clininated, the tendency mentioned above will beecome doubly pronounced, and
as a resvlit, thore is no telling what lame:ntable phenomenon we shall see in
genera). financial circles.

This, really, is the vnoint fthe Government had been mostly concerned
about in the course of deliberating this treaty. Fortunately, since every
member of the Investigation Committee, with the State their first considera=-
tion, has promptly concluded their deliberations end approved this bill
unanimously, we have finally been able to see stability in political circles
since the middle of September. The Government is deeply gratified that we
have been able to eliminate the finaneial unrest which has resulted from
these political anxieties.

No, 23 (ISHIGURO): I understand. Although there are many questions I
wish to ask, a strict iavestization has been made by all the members of the
Investigation Committee, so T shall respect it and believe in it, I,
hereby, wish to express my epnroval.

President (KURATOMI): As “herc is no other. proposel, we shall take a vote
on the bill, All in fevor of the investigation renort, please stand up.

(Approved unanimously)
The Emperor retires,

(Meeting adjourned at 12:20 P.M,)

Sigzned by:
President: Baron Yuzaburo XURATOMI
Chief Secretary: Hyoji FUTAXAMI

Secretaries: Sues HORIE
Morio MUTO
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