
. .. ....... . . . , • . ·-: . ··. ' , :·· .. · . . . , · .. ·: .. . . : . . . ·. 
! I 

so Lac A R-1 TV ~···.·_::-\AflTH 
:: • J 

JUSTICE AND IDEOLOGY 

AN EXCERPT FROM A SPEECH GIVEN SY W. KARP, M. ENG., 
UICE-PRESIOENT OF THE INDEPENDENT $TUDENT ASSOCIArroN AT A 
Ut·~IlJERSITV IN THE SOUTHERN PART OF pi:1LAND < 19?:J0-19E:1 > ANC1· 

ADUISOR TO SOLIDARITY'S NATIONAL COMMISION OF EDUCATION AND 
SC I Et-~CE· ( 1981) • . 

The subJect of our meetin9 is Justice! L~ck of Justice is a so~rce of 
suffering caus~d b~ one Person to another. As a ~esult ·of inJusticep 
·suffering arising from the natural ~ourse of humah e~i~tence is 
i~cre~s•d b~ undeserved sufferin9. An OPPres$ed Person, realizing that 

. he or she is bei n-s suba,::ted to :an tJnde:S>er1...Jed $1.Jf fe1··i ng,. to an 
inJusticep will trv to eliminate it. At the verv ba$iS of mari~ so~ial 
changes th~re lies a desire to eliminate undeserved suffe~ing and to 
re-establish Justice. 
With time the theoretical grounds of the concePt of Justice have ·not 
cha n·aed. ,.T US£: +.i c:e has alw:a.•:i1 s rerna i nerd i 11seF·a r:a bl·~ .Joi n,-:::d 1,., it.. h tr •J th,. . a. nd 

· thro1J·!1h it, t,J.i t .. h real i tv •. · .. In the 1 i·sht of this remarf..;, the · c,:inceF-t. ,:if 
J u:sti ce a:; it has been . official 1~ ProP:t9a ted ~-,i thin the ,:,:.mnrtJnist block 
countries is trul~ an ~stonishing Phenomenon: it is Justice based on 
ideolo'=''='• 
Ideological Justice Judges an action not in the li9ht of its good or 
harmful social effects, but in the light of its confo .rmitv with 

·id~olog~. The imPlementation of an ideolog~ may Prove to be harmful~ 
leading for instance. to a drastic decline of the n~tion's economy; to 
the deterioration of the moralit~ of its citizens; or to the 
disintegration . of national c~lture. Nevertheles~, this ideologv will 
receive continued suPPort from those who are dependent upon Its 
success~ , 
The Poli ti.,:al s'::'stem, based on ideolog'=' P~evai ling in the Eastern 81,:,ck 
countri~$, aPPears to be a new -v•r~ioh·of absolutism withi ·~. which a 
small minorit~ co ·ncentrates in ·tti hands -the enormous Pote~tial .of the 
cc11Jr,t.r':.I :- ar,d at. temP _t5: 'tc• ens la~ the minds of its i=-eoc=-le. L.a1.,,s ar,d 
re·ai.Jlat.i.ons it:re '·hot : .er,:acted there ir, order t_,:, l'tlake life .·ea:a:ier f,:,r the 
Peor=-le;. . rather, the"' " set·ve to iMPlement the ideolc•·:J":f ,.-.,hich be,:omes an 
en~· ·in itself. In this context~ i~ .ceases to be imPortant whether 
:!=ome,:,ne iS. .a ·good c1r Poor specialist in· his or her Pro6as:si,:,n; it is 
mor• im~ortant whethef one is obedient to the ideolog~, and forces 
oth~fs to com~lY with it. There is no such categorv as historical 

, . truth. In communist social sci~nce, histo~v is understood as . a course 
of ~~v~loPment which finds its realization in ideolog~. Finall~~ all 
,or ·a.1 coni:1-:iPts: 1,,.1hen used bv Soviet. ,:oou,,urds+..s takiii ,:,n :a ·=·=•mPle·t.el·~ 
~iff~re~t roe~ning. · 
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Truth does -:not s._igni :. · .. a,t·eemer.t , .. ,i th real i tY, it.. si·:Jni fie::: a·:H· .. ::1::rn,,ant 
l,,,i _t.h ·- :ideology. _; Free· . · Jn means a,:ti ra9 in a,:cc:,, ... dance with the 
r~~~ ·i .rements . of i~eo ~v. ~ Justice means no Justice for those who have . .. ' , .. 

· a -':½~ fferent i=:c.~i nt of (iew. :' ·The t,,Jor.d_ i=-eace a,:t•Jal l'l:I me:ans r,.,1ar:-si n,:e t..he 
rulin9 . ideolosY aims at spreading its domination throushout the world. 

PeoPle in Western culture~ in which c~rtain stable criteria ~re sou~hl 
to define realitY ·co~~it aver~ serious erior whe~ the~ take s~ch terms 
as fr-eed•:,1'1,·, F·ea.,:e,. a.r,d J ust.i ,:e" sF-oker, b•::, ,:ommuni ,::;:ts, 01Jt.. o~ t.hei r 
ideologi,:al conte)<t. In the c·ort,munist l:ttn·511Ja'9et1,._-.these terms mean 
somethins quite different froM Whal theu .mean in the West. One must not 
be Misled. 
On t.he brick t,.,.-~11 of t.he Gdansk ·$hiF·'=f:ird a. t th 1::!! time of th€':! mern1:•ra.ble 
strike in 19:30:o a :sl,:,gan wa:s: wt~it..ten i·n lareti::! 1€":!'tt,:irs: "Tr1.1{h6 .J1Jstice, 
So 1 id ar i t'=f. 11 It :5'5fems that man does not 1 i ..,.,.~ b'::I· bread ab::, r,,:rd e• ... •e n if 
from childhood fed on lies, sometimes he desire$ truth. 
The lraditio~ of the Polish nation incorporates a will to fight for 
freedom and to maintain national ind~Pendence. Nearl~ tha entire Polish 
na ti c,nal ,: u 1 +. ure~-so •::,bs-c-ura---to--ot ha r r,a t ions:, . . is linked 1.o.d th the 
~roblem of the stru~gla for freedom, both national and Personal, ~ince 
for Poles there can be no freedom .for the nation without f~e~dom for the 
individual. This culture, wlf~ ··1t•·deeP rel~~ious aspect, has made the 
Polish natlon resistant to id 'eolo·s,ic:-:ll :sl,::>S1a11s. It has Pn:•vided F',::iles 
with other Morat models, and ~revented them from forgetting the old 
me:a.n·i r1·i' ,:tf the t,J•:-rd:s. Thus, o-.Jer the ~"ear:.:; ,:,f· the ,:t.:tfl'll'lHJrrist :::~stem i r, 
Poland, there has grown UP a disParit~ between the meanin9 of concepts 
Passed down b~ the Christian tradition and those imposed bY the 
comrin1nist :s-:,stem. The ·,:onscio•Jsness of thi:S d isPari t•::1 has -src,1,.1n 
inc~easin9lv acute. .. 
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The I ndeF-enden 't Sel f-Gq~•erni ng Trad,e Uni1::,11 SOLI()ARt~JJSC,. ss=·ra.n9 IJF· tJhen . 
People ~ained a realiziiion of their $Ufferirig on $UCh a· wide scale that 
in a fe,.,., 1.,.1eek:s::-t-.•i thin ·a ,:o•Jntr'tl ,:>r 35 roi 11 ion ci tizehs, · there , ... ,as bor-n 

-a Ynion of 10 million working people.: In Poland~ it was not a ~atter of 
tha return of the caPitali~l econoMv. Nor did SOLIDARITY want to tak~ 
over the Powe~ of th~ ··-tata. Its aim rather, was to create ,:onditioris 
•Jnder which .Justice ·cotJld be real i:z:ed; to remove t=)c;pl,:d. ta t.i,:,n and 
falsehood~ and to take the countrv out of the hands of a small group of 
People dei=-endent UF-on Moscow, and hand it lo the $OCiet~ wh.ich w6uld 
then choose its own rePresentatives. 
The· PurPose of SOLIDARNOSC wa~ to create for the Person., the citizen of 
an indePend~nt Poland, the most advantageous conditions fcir a full and 
free development. SOLIDARNOSC called. for the remo0al of cehsorshiP~ the 
rer.-.oi.,.•al of c,::introl from. the hands of . ideo.lo·s•Jes., and . the fnee ele,:tion 
of t.he Parliament.. It a.'lso endeavor.-ed . to g1Jarantee ·· .• .. Jorki n·r:.:i peoF·le 
fl>r1::iF·er .... ,orki n~ 6~rid i ti ·ons: •. I l· defended -therra :Er.·~ai nst · ·,Jr,~·e:asi::1 nable 
increas~s of Prices and unw~rrented d -ismissal from work based on 
ide6lo9ical grounds. SOLIDARITY stood for ~~ograms iuch .as the reform 
of the econom~, the educational ' s~stem~ and th~ cour~s in the country. 
It was necessarv to Put forth such Propos~ls in view of . the imcomPetence 
of the rulins apparatus. 
The Politicians sa~ that SOLIDARITY.was~ Political movement, but for us 
Poles it ..,,a::: a movemer-it of renewed moral i t·::1. 8"=~.:a,Jse ,:::.f it" ide:as s•J•:h 
as truth, Justice~ and freedom have a9ain found their ori~inal meanin9. 
Poli ·sh i~.c.redit Union, 1155 Fraser Street, Vancouver, . B.C. 

i. . 
Donations sent to the above address will be used to support the underground 
~t present SOLIDARITY movement in its effort to help political prisoners 
and their families, and to assist independent education, . press :, and culture 
in Polapd. 
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