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June 18th, 1979 

SFU 18 Open Defense Meeting/Rally 

Sheila Perret 

AUCE Provincial 

First of all I would like to say that the recent 6th Annual 
AUCE Provincial Convention endorsed the demand of the Attorney 
General of British.Columbia and the BUrnaby detachment of the 
RCMP that the charges against the 18 arrested at t he legal 
picket at SFU be dropped. 
The Provincia l Assn of University and College Employees pledged 
their assistance in the legal defense of these 18 people by 
donating $999 dollars and passing a _ti11 th~:t...£ollected $123. 50 , j 1 . i <.: ~-f /1~tt\JD•.t~ /l .;fJ 1 • a 1' ' ' f [ · -
in person~l dona~io~s, r\. e. l ,~...,(i.t. 1: 1\.c~ :tt'-")<"(, '. "'J:;--1~ I ,}JJ'~t r::::,b )~ .: 
AUCE Provincial is in solid su~po1:t of 18 aJirest1id ~ ) will 07~ : ·-J. _ 

o.t \ ~ ~,~--L ' ( . -
continue to support 

1
action for their lega l defens e . t. [-,vl .. r.... · ' 

~St....<J2 \_ l( <. (. I (: .,\A , 
Over the ~e of the past -~ months there are questions th a t have x(t~~. 
come to me as the Secretary-Treasurer of AUCE Prov incial, questions 
about that picket line at Burnaby mountain: 
The first que;stion is why are these people being charged? ., 1, 

_ l {Yt .,___Q_ ,.) ~x ({ \ I ~' t<:1..~" ''°, c_:, t I _Kc.- '">cl.~ lA) l<f, 
Why ~~~e\put for~~ mon~hsL}berore the _police action 

· n \A, '--" ·.-" -i ...... , \~/\ I'\(. k Ii ' \..(_ t w ~'· '-<-took place? - n '-tD l"\<-L) c . /\,. ~,:A,"/. "A~ 1 , . r .i \..) 'v .....,.._ 1.,.V\._ , 

In regard of the a ctual day of the arrests, i t appears that the 
,) 

RCMR'()moved in wq>thout provocation, without verba l warning -
after trade unionists of some note had left the scene of the 
rally -

What purpose does that serve? 
Whose interests were served whe n that action took place? 
Why, when the re were repe ate d re quests , in writing and person, 

for some sort of Government intervention 
Why, when the union asked for some so r t of Gover nment interventio n, 

repeatedly asked for assistance from the Ministry of Labour, Mr . 
Allan Williams, were the po lice used instea d of the mechanis ms 
p rovided by law? 

Why wa sn't the Essential 
/( 

Servic e s Disputes Act invoked in this 
/1 I t,, -i,G _,,..,,1 . • " _,,,,,,.-----. /,,f G.. t C....~'I.R 

dispute_] _ cf )J,<..Y. rf::f \)_:,~ t'J__:,._ 11 -..v- .,-,;-· '- \'. < .._ r , L l>--'Y~--'-'-" l i.. 

tµ.... (... i" AM. .x 
Why does ~attack ) the weak and not the strong? 

r ~H ow do we protect ourselves when the law says that we have the 
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legal right to bargain for better wages and working conditions; 
we have the right to expect that th e employer will bargain in 
good faith, we have the legal right to p icket when all else fails -
these provisions are just as legal as any actions taken in other 
areas of civic life -
Why is it that we do a ll these legal things and st ill end up in 

. 
_L1~~ 

ja i l? 
Trade un1onis ts for c~s have suffered these attacks & in the 

past year we still have proof that the employer, the police and 
the state are still in th e dark ages - the r ece nt impris on ment 
of the Adams Laboratory workers certainly shows that, th e Federal 
Government ' s handling of the CUPW Dispute certainly sh ows that, 
the attacks on the United Fishermen and Allied Workers' Union 

" >--•• I ..,. ...... }1 t 1\,½v 
certainly shows that and vfe 've all been \~aiY-iR-9 ' ~or .. t;he so~wuc 

' \__ -\ '--fl. (Jl,A- 0 l 0 - \ '-4-l, .... y- "'-f' I "-A e ' ., -u. 4-r\ I er--> - 1 \ . I 
strike at the Muckamuck ~e end an<Lhave watched SORWUC members J 

-fl,,..:. I ' t\.t; i U: \. 
being dragged thro ught the courts - t'v"7- ~t---v'--'i c1a~ 

Why does the employer and the government persist in attempting to ,..'"t ·t." .-....,·· ..__ K -~--Ji J\,-...l 

dissip a te our energy by hauling our members and su ppo rter s 
through the courts instead of facing up to the real issue which 
is to bargain collectively -an-d if tha.t daesn' t wor 1f the n we 1ne-ve 

""0-l:¼t to the- l .i nes-
The right to strike is the central issue when picketting - it is a · 

power sanctioned by the government and the government assists 
t he takeaway of our l ega l right s - a right sacred to the whole 
labour movement 1 

I, 

~ What has all of this achieved -
-----f don't have the answers to all 

answer at all 

we still don't have a contract Mr 
of these questions - some I can't 

But I woul d li ke to remind everyone here that AUCE is behind the 
Local 2 supporters - we care about their civi l rights, we care 
about t h eir jobs, we care about their careers, th ei r lives and 
their families and we intend to go on supporting them until the 
worker who is l ega lly ' free ; can stand up and be free without 
the threat of being beaten down by~ove rnmental highhandedness 

and employer tactics / 
\'--..._ -~-------------
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