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THE COMSTITUTION OF THE EMPIRE OF JAPAN.
Chapter T
The Empceror
Articls T. - 'hc Tupire or Japan shall be reigned over and
governed by a linc of Emperors unbroken for ages cternal,

Artiele II. - To. Imperial Thronc shall be succecded to by
Imperial. malc desecndanis, according to thc provisions of the Imperial
Housc Law.

Article YT, The mperor 13 sacred and inviolable,

Article IV, - The Eupcrcr is the head of the Empirc, combining

"in Himsclf thc rights of sovercignty, and cxcrcises them, according

to the provisions of the proscnt Constitutions.

Article Ve ~ The Baperor cxerciscs the legislative power with
the conscent of the Imperiel Dicte

Artiele VI. - The Bmperor gives sanction to laws and orders them
%o be promulgated and cxecutod,

Article VII., ~ Thé Emperor convokes the Imperial Dict, opens,
closcs and prorogucs it, and dissolves the Housc of Represcntatives.

Artieclc VIII, - The Impcror, on conscgucncce of an urgent
necessity to maintain public safet:: or to avert public calamitics,
issucs, vhen the Imperial Dict is not sitting. Imperial Ordinances in
the place of lav,

Such Imperial Ordinanccs arc to be laid beforc the Imperial
Dict at its ncxt scssion, and vhen the Dict docs not approve the said
Ordinanccs, thce Govermmcent shall declarc them to be invalid for the
futurc,

Arvicle IXe ~ Tho Brperer issuce or causcs to be issued, the
Ordinancecs ncecssary for the carrying out of the laus, or for tho
maintenance of the public pcacc and order, and for the promotion of
the welfarc of the subjects, But no Ordinancc shall in any vay alter
any of thce oxisting lavs.

Article Xo - Thc Dmperor determincs the orgenization of the
difforcnce branches of the udministration, and salarics of all civial
and military officcrs, and appoints and dismisscs tho same. Exceptions
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capeeially provided for in the proscnt Constitution or in other laws,
shall be in accordance with the respcetive provisions (bearing thercon,

Article XI, - The BEmperor has the suprcome command of the Army
and Navy.

Article XII, - Thc Imperor dctermines the organization and
pecacc standing of the Army and MNavye

Article XIII. - The Fmperor declarcs war, makcs pcacc, and
concludos trcatics,

Articlec XIV. - The Emperor dceclarcs a statc of scigoe

The conditions and cffcets of a statc of secige shall be
detcrmined by law,

Artielc XVe - The Emperor confers titlcs of nobility, rank,
ordcrs and other morks of honour,

Article XVIe. = Thc Empcror ordcrs amncsty, pardon, commutation
of punishments and rchabilitation,

Articlo XVII, - A Regency shall be institutod in conformity
with the provisions of thc Imperial Housc Lav,

The Regent shall cxercisc the powers appertaining to the
Emporor in His namce

Chaptor II
Rights and Dutics of Subjcets
Article ZVIII. - The conditions ncecssary for being a Japancse
subjecet shall be determined by law.
Articlec XT{. - Japencsc subjects may, according to gualifications
determined in lawrs or ordinances, be appointed to civil or military

or any othcr public officcs cqually.

Article XX, - Japancsc subjects arc amcnable to scrviece in the
Army or Navy, according to thc provisions of laiw.

Article XXI. = Japancsc subjcets arc amcnable to the duty of
paying taxcs, according to the provisions of law,
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Article XXITI., - Japancsc subjccts shall havce the liberty of
abodc and of changing the same within thc limits of law.

Article XXIII, - Nc Jépancsc subjcet shall be arrcsted,
dctained; tricd or punished, unless aceording to law,

Article X¥XIV. - No Japancsc subjcet shall be deprived of his
right of being tricd by the judges detcrmined by law,

Article XXV. -~ Exccpt in the cascs provided for in the lawu,
the housc of no Japancsc subjeet shall bc cnbecred or scarched without
his conscnt.

Article XXVI, - Exccpt in the cascs mentionod in the law, the
seerocy of the letters of cvery Japancsc subjecet shall rcmain
inviolatc,

Articlo XXVII, ~ Thc right of property of cvery Japancsec
subjcet shall rcmain inviolatce

Mcasurcs nceccssary to be taken for the public benefit shall be
provided for by law.

Article XXVIII. - Japancsc subjects shall, within limits not
prcjudicial to pcacc and ordery and not antagonistic to their dutics
as subjccts, cnjoy freedom of rcligious belicf.

Articlec XXIX, - Japancsc subjects shall, within the limits of
law, cnjoy the liberty of speceh, wiriting,publication, public
meetings and associationse

Artiecle XXX, -~ Japancsc subjcets may prcscnt petitions, by
obscrving the proper forms of rcepeet, and by complying irith the rules
speccially provided for the samc,

Articlec XXXI, - The provisions contained in the prescent Chapter
shall not affcet the oxcereise of the poucrs apperteining to the
Emperor, in times of war or in cascs of a national cmergeoncy.

Article ZOO(II§ - Each and cvery onc of the provisions containcd
in the prcecding Articles of the present Chapter, that arc not in
conflict with the laws or the rules and disciplinc of the Army and
Navy, shall apply to thc officcs and men of the Army and of the Navy.

Article X{XIII, - The Imperial Dict shall consist of two Houscs,
2 House of Pcors and a Housc of Represcatatives,
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Article JIXXXIVe. - Thc House of Pccrs shall, in accordancc with
the Ordinance concerning the House of Poers, be composed of the
members of the Imperial Family; of the orders of nobility, and of
thosc pcrsons vho have becen nominatced thercto by the Emperor.

Yicle XXXV, -~ Thc Housc of Represcntatives shall be composed
of Members olesicd by the pecople according to the provisions of the
Law of Elcction,

Lrticle XZXVI. -~ No onc can at onc and the same fime be a
Membexr of both Eouscse

Ariicle XXXVII. - Every lau requiros the conscnt of the
Impcrial Dict.

Article XXXVIII, - Both Houscs shall votc upon projects of law
submitted to it by thce Government, and may rcspcetively initiate
projcets of law.

Article XXIX, - A bill, vhic¢h has been rcjected by cither the
onc or the other of the two Housos, shall not be again brought in
during thc samc scssion.

Artic¢le XL. - Both Houscs can mokc reproscntations to the
Goverrment, 23 to laws or upon any othcer subjcet. Then, houcver,
such represcntations arc not accepted, they cannot be made a sceond
time during thc samc scssion.

Article XLI. - The Imperial Dict shall be convoked covery yoare

Article XLII. - A scssion of the Impérial Dict shall last
during throc months, In case of ncecssity, the duration of a
scssion niey be prolonged by Imperial Order,

Articlc XLIII. - vhen urgent ncecssity ariscs, an oxtraordinary
scssion may be convoked, in addition to the ordinary onc,

Tho duration of an cxtroordinary gcssion shall be determined
by Impcrial Order,.

Article XLIV. - Thc opening, closing, prolongation of scssion
and prorogation of tho Imporial Dict, shall be cffected sirmltancously
for both Houscs,

In casc the Housc of Represcntatives has been ordered to
dissolve, the Housc of Pcers shall at the same time be prorogucds
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Articic XLV, - Vhon the Housc of Represcntatives has boen
ordercd to dissolve, licmbers shall be causcd by Imperial Order to
be neuly clected, and the ncw Housc shall be convoked within five
months from the doy of dissolutions

Article X1VI. - No dcbatc can be opcned and no vote can be
taken in either [lousc of the Imperial Dict. unless not less than one
third of thc wholc number of the Members thercof is prescnts

Article XLVII. -~ Votes chall be taken in both Houscs by
absolute majority. In thc ease of a tic vote, the Prosidont shall
have the custing votc,

Article XIVIII, - The dcliberations of both Houscs shall be
held in public, The deliberations may, houcvers upon dcmand of the
Government or by rcsolution of the Housc, bc hcld in scerct sittinge

Houscs of the Irperial Dict may

Artiele XIIX, - Both @
adrcsscs to the Emperors

rcopeetively prcosent addr

Article L, - Both Houscs may rcccive petitions prescnted by
subjccts,

Article LTI, - Both Houscs may cnacty besides vhat is provided
for in thc prescnt Constitution and in the Law of the Houses, rulcs
neeessary for the managoment of thelr internal affairse

Articlc LII, - No Mcmber of cithor Housc shall be held
rcsponsible outcide the respective Housos; for any opinion utterced
or for any voic given in thc Housc., "hcng however, a llembers
himseclf has given pubiicity to his opinions by public spocch, by
docurénte in print or in writing, or by any othcr similar means, ho
shall, in the matiter, bc arcnable tc Fhe general lai,

Arfiele 1LIT1I, - The nciibers of both Houscs shall, during the”
scssion,; be frec from cst; unless vith the conscnt of the Housc,
cxeept in cascs of flagrant delicts, or of offcnscs connceted with
o statc of intcrnol cormotion or with a forcign troublo,

Article LIV, - Tho Ministers of Statc and the Delcgatcs of the

Govermment nmay, at any “tinc, take scats and speak in cither Housc.

Chapiecr IV

The Ministors of Statc end the Privy Council

Artiele LV, -~ Thc rospcetive Ministcrs of Statc shall give
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their adviec to the Emperor, and be rosponsiblc for it.

A1l Iaws, Imperial Ordinancces and Imwperial Reseripts of
‘ whateveor kind; *that rclatc to the effairs of the Stato, roquirc the
| counter-sigrature of o Mnister of State.
T, o The Privy Councilleors shall, in accordance
ne Tor the organization of the privy Council,
deliberatc upvon impertant metters of State, vhon they have been

Chapter V

The Judicature

Lrticle LVII, - The Judicaturc shall bc oxereised by the
Courts of Lau according to law in the narxe of the Enporcrs

The orgenization of thc Courts of Law shall be detormined by
law

Article LVIII, - Thc Judges shall be appointed from among
| thosc who posscss proper gqualifications according to lawv,

‘ No judge shall bec deprived of his position, unless by way of
erininal scntenec or disciplinary punishmcents

Rulos for diseiplinary punishrment shall be determined by laue

Article LIX, - Trials and judgments of a Court shall be
conducted publiclye. Vhen, howcver, therc cxists any foar that such
publicity may bc prejudicicl to peaco and order, or to the maintone
ancc of public nmorality, thc public trial nay be suspended by
provision of lair or by thc dccision of the Court of Iawv,

Irticle IX, -~ 411 mattors that f2ll within the compcicency of a
spceial Court chall be speeially provided for by law,

‘ Article IXI, - No cuit at law, which rclatos o rights allcged
to have bocn infringed by the illegnl ncasurcs of the administrative
‘ authoritice. and hich shall come within the ecompctency of the Court
of ldninistrative Litigation cpeeially cestablished by law, shall be
taken cognizancc of by a Court of Iau,.
Chapter VI,
Financo

Article IXII, - The imposition of a ncuv tax or the modifiecction
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of the rates (of an cxisting onc) shall be determined by law,

However, all such administrative fces or other rcvenuc having
the naturc of compensation shall not fall within the catcgory of the
above clausce

The raising of national loens and the contracting of other
liabilitics to thc charge of the National Trcasury, cxccpt thosc
that arc provided in tho Budget; shall rcquirc thc consont of the
Inperial Dicts

Article IXIII, - Thoe taxes lovicd at prescent shall, in so far
as thcy arc not rcmodelled by a now law, be collcetcd according to
the old osyston »

Article LXIV, - The coxpenditurc and rcovenuc of the State require
thc conscent of the Imperial Dict by means of an annual Budgete

Any and all cxpcnditurcs overpassing the appropriations sct
forth in the Titlos and Paragraphc of tho Budget, or that arc not
provided for in the Budget, shall subscquently rcquire the
approbation of thc Imperial Dicte

Article IXV, - Thc Budget shall bo first laid beforc the House
of Representatives,

Article IXVI, - The cxpenditures of the Impericl House shall
be defraycd cvory year out of the National Treasury, according to the
present fixed amount for the same, and shall not require the consent
thereto of the Imperial Dict, oxeept in easc an inercasc thercof is
found nceccssary.

Article IXVII, - Thosc alrcady fixed cxpenditurcs based by the
Constitution upon thc povers appertaining to the Eapoeror, and such
cxpenditurcs as moy have ariscn by the cffcet of law, or that
appertain to the legnl obligations of the Govermnent, shall be neither
rc jeeted nor rcduced by the Imperial Dict, without the concurrcnce
of the Government,

Article IXVIIT. - In order to mect special reoquircnents, the
Governnent may ask the consent of the Imperial Dict to a certain
amount as a Continuing Expenditure Fund, for a proviously fixed
number of years.

Article IXIX, - In order to supply deficicncics, vhich arc
gnavoidablc, in the Budget, and to mcct requircnents unprovided for
in the same, a Reserve Fund shall be provided in the Budgote
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Article 1XI, - Vhen The Imperial Diet cannot be convoked,
oving to the external or intermal condition of the céountry, in case
of urgent need for the mainitcnance of public safetys the Government
may take all nccessary fainancial measures. by means of an Imperial
Ordinance,

In the case mentioned in the preceding clause, the matter
shall be submitted to the Imperial Dict at its next session, and
its approbation shall bec obtained thercto.

Articls I0{T, - When the Imperial Dict has not voted on the
Budgets or when Lhe Bidget has not been brought into actual
existence. the Govermment shall carry out the Budget of the preccdlnb
year.

Article IXXII. - Thz final account of the cxpenditures and
rcvenuc 6f the State shall be verified and confirmed by the Board
of Audit, and it shall bc submiticd by the Government to the
Imperial Dict, together with the report of verification of the said
Board.

The organization and compcteney of the Board of Audit shall
be determined by layw scperatelye

Chapter VII
Supplementary Rulcs

vicle IXXITT, - TThen it has ®come necessary in future to
ancnd the provisions of the present Constitution, a project to tho
cffeect shall be submitted to the Imperial Dict by Imperial Ordors

In the above casc. neither Housc can open the debtatc, unless®
not lcss than two~thirds of thé vhole number of Members arc present,
and no amendruicn% ean be passcd, unless 2 majeority of not less than
tvo-thirds of the Members present is obtained.

Article LXTV, - ilo modification of the Impcrial Housc law
shall bc rcquired to be submitiod to the dcliberation of the
Imperial Diot,

No provision of thc precsent Constitution can be modificd by
the Impecrial Housc lawve

Articld L¥XV, ~ Ne medifjication can oe infroducod inte the
Constitution; or into thc Imperial Housc lav. during the time of a
Rogenceye
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Article IXXVI, - Ixisting legal enactments, such as laws,
regulations, Ordinances, or by whatever names they may be called,

shall, so far as they do not conflict with the present Constitution,
continue in force,

All existing contracts or orders, that entail obligations upon
the Government, and that are connected with expenditure, shall come
within the scope of Art. IXVII,




