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THE CONSTITUTION OF THE 3;3PIRE OF JAPAN. 

Chapter I 

Tho Knipo'cor 

governod by a 
It •• 'liio 5dapi.ru oi' Japan shall bo roignod over and 
l.iuo cf Emperors unbroken for ago s ot ornai» 

Articlc エエ。ぃ Ti：.IiTiporial Throne? shall be succoodcd to by 
Impérial malo do^ccjidants 3 according to tho provisions of the Iiaperial 
HOUSO IB：：!, 

Arir̂ clî  Ili. The‘ i-iraporor 丄s sa^rocl and inviolable • 

Articlo IV。 - Tho Iib.porcr is tho head of tho Empire, combining 
in Himself the rights of sovereignty^ and oxorcises then, according 
to tho provisions of tho pro sont Cons ti tu bi oris e 

Article Y c - Tho Eoiporor cxcrcisos tho legislative po\/or uith 
the consent of tho Imperiel Diot® 

Article VI‘，- The aapcror givos sanction to lav/s and orders them 
to be promulgatod and oxocutod a 

Articlc Vil» 一 The aapcror convokes tho Imperial Diet, opons, 
closes and prorogues it, and dissolves the House of Roprcsontativcs• 

Articlc VIII0 - The Qiipcror, on consoauoricc of an urgent 
nccossixy to maintain public aafoiy or to avert public calamities, 
issues, uhon tho Inporial Diot is not sitting； Iraporial Ordinances in 
the place of lav;. 

Such Imperial Ordinances arc to bo laid before tho Iiaperial 
Diot at its next sossion, and -.;hcn tho Diot doos not approve the said 
Oramancos, tho Government shall dcclarc them to be invalid for the 
futureo 

Artie丄g IXé Tho 3n.p^rcr issues or causes to bo issuodf the 
Ordrnancos noccssary for tho carrjrin^ out ‘ of the laus, or for tho 
maintenance cf tho public poaco and order, and for the promotion of 
the uclfaro of the subjcct.3» But no Ordinance shall in any way alter 
any of the existing 

Articlc Xo 一 The 
aifforonco branchos of 
and military officers, 

ICnrpcror dctormiiios the organization of the 
the acLninistration, and salaries of all ci vial 
and appoints and dismisses tho sonic• Exceptions 
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ospccially provided for in tho prosont Constitution or m otnor la\;s f 

shall bo in accordanco vlth the rcspoctivc provisions (bearing thcroon) 

«Articlc XI» - The Enpcror lias the supreme command of the Army 
ancl Navy. 

Articlc ニ C l i o - The Z3m.poror dotormincs the organization and 
poaco standing of the Army and Navy« 

Articlc XIII C - The liapcror dcclarcs r:ar, makos pcacc, and 
concludos treaties« 

� 
Articlo m - Tho Siaporor dcclaros a stato of scigcu 

Tho conditions and cffocts of a state of soigc shall bo 
detomainod by lax;® 

«ârticlc XV^ - Hie Emperor confors titles of nobility, rank, 
orders and other nnrks of honour, 

Articlo XVIo - The Etnporor orders amnesty, pardon, commutation 
of punishments and rchabilitation 0 

Articlc XVII» - A Rogcncy 3hall be instituted in conformity 
T/ith tho provisions of tho Imperial House Lav;. 

The Rcgon-t shall c:corciso tho pov/crs appertaining to the 
Baporor in His nano. 

Chapter エエ 

Rights and Duties of Subjects 

Articlc ZVIIIo - The conditions nccoscary for being a Japanese 
subjoct shall be dctomiinod by lav;c 

Articlc 11121. 一 Japcnosc subjects inay, according to qualifications 
dotomiinod in lav/s or ordinancec, be appointed to civil or military 
or any other public officos equally. 

Articlô TL、 - Japanese subjects arc amenable to servico in tho 
Army or Navy, according to tho provisions of la\/# 

Articlo IZXIt - Japanese subjoots arc amenable to tho duty of 
paying taxos, according to the provisions of lav;# 
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iLrticlc XXII» - Japanese subjects shall have the liberty of 
abode and of changing the sane v/ithin the limits of lav;. 

«Articlc 2XIII» 一 No Japanese subjcct shall be arrested, 
detained, triod or puni shod s unless according to lav/. 

Articlc XXIVo - No Japanese subjcct shall bo deprived of his 
right of being tried by tho judges dctormincd by la\/# 

Articlc ÎCSV. - Exccpt in tho eases provided for in the la:/f 

the houoc of no Japanese subjcct shall be entered oy scarchcd i/ithout 
his consent• 

Articlc XXVI» • Exccpt in the eases mcntionod in tho lau, the 
sccrocy of the letters of ovcry Japanese subjcct shall remain 
inviolate• 

Articlo XXYIIe - The right of property of every Japanese 
subjcct shall remain inviolate. 

Measures ncccscary to be taken for tho public benefit shall be 
provided for by lar;# 

Articlc XXTIII» - Japanese subjocts shall, v/ithin limits not 
prejudicial to poaco and order, and not antagonistic to their duties 
as subjects, enjoy freedom of religious belief 0 

Articlc XXI]“ - JapancGO sûbjeets shall, -i/itliin the limits of 
lavj, enjoy the liberty of spcoch, -writing,publication! public 
meetings and associations® 

Articlc XXX» ~ Japanese subjocts may present petitions, by-
observing the proper forms of rccpcct, and by complying uith the rules 
specially provided for the same. 

Articlc XXXI. - The provisions 
shall not affcct the cxorcicc of the 
Emperor, in timos of v/ar or in casos 

contained in tho present Chcip七or 
po*:crs appertaining to the 
of a national cmcrg^ncy» 

Articlc XXXIIé - Each and cvory one of the provisions contained 
in the preceding Articles of the present Chapter, that arc not in 
conflict r/ith the lav/s or the rules and discipline of the Army and 
Navy, shall apply to the officcs and men of tho Aray and of tho Navy. 

ixrticlo XIQCIII^ - The Imperial Diet shall consist of tv;o Houses, 
•ュ Houoc of Peers and a House of Rcprcscntativco # 
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Articlo :3XIVt - Tho House of Peers shall f in accordanco T/ith 

tho Ordiiianco conccrniii£ tho Hôuco of Poors, be composod of the 
members of the Imperial Family$ of the orders of nobility, and of 
those pcr3ons \/ho have been nominc.tod thereto by the Emperor# 

Articlo XXZ7.： - The； HOUGC of Roprcscntatives shall be coiaposcd 
of Homborc by uiic people according to tho provisions of the 
Lau of Slcction^ 

Articlo TJŒVZO • No one can at one and the sane time bo a 
lifcmbcr o.f bo^h E,ou.scso 

Ar wiclc XXXVTIc - Every lav; rcquiros the consent of the 
Imperial Diet» 

Articlo XXXVin^ - Both Houûcs chcill vote upon projects of lav; 
suboittod to it by the Government t mid may rospcctivcly initiate 
projects of lar/. 

Articlc XXXJXw - A bill, uhich has boon rcjeetod by either the 
on。or tho othor of the * tv/o Housos 9 chall not be again brought in 
during the scuao cossion# 

Articlo XL. - Both Houoco can nako representations to the ‘ 
Government, as to lairs or upon any other cubjcct. r.Tioii, houcvor, 
such representations arc not acccptcd, they cannot be made a sccond 
time during the same aoocion» 

Articlc XLI« • Tho lapcrial Diet shall be convoked cvory yoar. 

Articlc X L I I ,、 A soccion of the Imperial Diot shall lact 
during three months• In ease of nccossity, the duration of a 
session nay bo prolonged by Lnpcrial Order# 

Articlc XLIII« -，Then urgent nccccsity arisos, an oxtraordinary 
session Liay be convoked, in addition to tho ordinary one® 

Tho duration of an oxtraordinary sccsion shall bo dotcmincd 
by Inpcrial Order. 

Articlo XLTV. - The opening, closing, prolongation of session 
and prorogation'of tho iriporial Diet, shall be cffcctod sinultanoously 
for both Houses, 

in ease tho House of Representatives has been ordered to 
dissolve, the HOUGC of Poors shall at tho sonic timo be prorogued. 
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Articlc XLYa 一 ^ c n tho House of Roproscntativos has been 

ordorcd to dissolve, lioiabors shall be causoà by Imperial Order to 
be nc\/ly clcctod^ and the ncu House shall be convoked v/ithin five 
rionths frorx the day of dissolution» 

Articlc XVTlm 一 No dobatc can bo opened and 110 vote can be 
taken in either IIouco of the Imperial Diet* unless not lees'than one 
third of tho ./hole number of the Ifcnbors thereof is pre sont # 

Articlc XLYII,-1/otcs Ghall be takon in both Houses by 
absolute majorit;/,, In the ease of a tic vote, tho President shall 
have the casting votし》 

Articlo IXVIIIa - Tho deliberations of both Houses shall be 
hold in publico 'Tho âcliborations m y 5 houovcrs upon demand of tho 
Government or Ly resolution of tlio House 5 bo held in sccrct sitting. 

Articlc ZLIjio - Both House g of the Ir.:porial Diot may 
rccpcctivcly present aâiir'csjsoc to the Enipcror0 

Articlc L# - Both Houses rcccivc petitions presented by 
GubjcctSô 

Articlo LIo - Eoth House3 nay onact, besides -uhat is provided" 
for in the present Con3titution and in the La*.; of the IIou3os, rules 
nccossary for the nanagenent of their internal affairs0 

Article LII« - Ko Mcribor of either House shall "be held 
responsible outcidc the rospcctivo IIougcs, for any ‘ opinion inhered 
or for any vo*Lo given in the Houno 0 7hcn, hovjevor, a Ilcnbcrs 
hinsolf has givon publicity to his opinions by public spocch, by 
docunonts? in print or in vnriting, or by aixy other sinilar rioans, ho 
g hall, in 七]10 natter, be ai-ionablc to ir'iic general la-.；, 

Articlc LIII, - The Dcâbcrs of* both Houses shall, during the‘ 
scsGion.. bo free from arrest, unless -Jith the consent of the House, 
cxccpt in cqgoc of flagrant dclicts, or cf offcnccs conncctcd -.;ith 
a state of intcrnc.1 comotdon or v/ith a foreign trouble © 

Articlo LIVo - Tlio Ministers of State and the Delegates of the 
Govcrincnt iiay, nt any ^iuc, take Gcato r.nd speak in either House• 

Chapter T-J 

The IHniGtorG of State こ！id tho Privy Council 

/iTticlc LV S 一 Tlio rcGpcctivo Ministers of Stato shall givo 
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their aavicc to tho Empcroで:‘ and dc responsible for it* 

All , Imperial Ordinances and Inporial Rc scripts of 
v/hatcvor 3tindj ''-hat relate to the し f f a i r s of the Stato, rcquiro tho 
coun七or—signature of a liuaistor of Stato‘、 

Art: l;'.’
：
， • ri'ho îriyy Councillor3 rfuillj in accordancc 

uith the for tho orsanizatioa of tho priTjy Council, 
dclioorato upon iiiipĉ taiit natters of State, \/hon they have boon 

consulted cy tho ffi:ipca or 

Ciaaptcr V 

The Judicature 

-Lrticlc LVIIo - The Juûicaturc chall be cxcrcicod by the 
Courte of Lau according to Inv in the n c n of the Biporci、 

Tho orgcinization of the Courte of La;; chall be dotomincd by 
lav 

ilrticlc LVIII_ - The Judgos shall be appointed fron aoong 
th03c v;ho pocsoss proper qualifications according to Iqv;, 

No judge shall be deprived of hie position, unless by v;ay of 
crininal sontcnco or disciplinary punishments 

Rulos for disciplinary punishncnt shall be determined by la\;# 

Articlc LUC© - Trials and jud^aente of a Court shall be 
conductod publiclye \7hcn? ho-./ovcr, there exists any foar that such 
publicity nay be prejudicial to pcaco and order, or to the m i n t o u -
anco of public norcOLity, tho public trial nay bo suspended by-
provision of la\; or by the decision of the Court of Lav/» 

ilrticlo D U —‘111 nattors that fall v/ithin tho conpotoncy of a 
spocio.l Court chall bo opocially provided for by lav 9 

.Irticlo LXI, — No cuit at lev/r v/hich rclatoo to righto alleged 
to have boon infringed by the illegal rxaouroa of the ddnlixistrativc 
authorities r and -./liich shall conc -.:ithin the conpctcncy of the Court 
of LdixLni 3 tr a t i vc Litigation cpocially cctablishcd by lav/, shell be 
taken co^nizcincc of by a Court of La\/# 

Chapter VI. 

îlnanco 

Articlo LKII» 一 The inposi七ion of a no*; tax or the nodification 



of the ratcG (of an existing one) chall bo dctcrnincà by la\/0 

Ho'./cvcr r all such aàxiinistrativc foos or othor revenue having 
the nature of conpcncation shall not fall v/ithin the category of the 
above clausc * 

The raising of national l.oc.ns and the contracting of other 
liabilities to the charge of the National Treasury, cxccpt thoco 
that arc provided in tho Budget 8 Ghall require the concont of the 
imperial Diet® 

Articlc IXIII, 一 The tcoccG lovicd at present chall, in GO far 
as they arc not rcnodcllcd by a no\i lav:, be collcctcd according to 
the old Gy3tcn • 

ij?ticlc Ii-IIVi, - Tho expenditure and revenue of the Stato roquiro 
tiie concciit of the Imperial Diet by noons of an annual Budget» 

Any and all expenditures ovcrpaccing tho appropriations cct 
forth in the Titles and Paragraphe of tho Budget, or that arc not 
provided for in the B u d ^ t , shcdl cubccqucntly require tho 
approbation of tho lapcrial Diet» 

iorticlo LXVo - The Budget shall bo firct laid before the House 
of Representatives« 

Articlo IXVI, - The expenditureG of the Imperial HOUGC shall 
bo defrayed every year out of tho National Troaoury, according to tho 
present fixed anount for the sane, and nhall not require the consent 
thcroto of the lapcrial Diet, oxccpt in CQGC an increase thoroof is 
found noccscary. 

Arxiclo - Those already fixed c^pcndituros basod by tho 
Constitution upon tho powers appertaining to tho Sr.iporor, and such 
expenditures cis m y havo arisen by tho cffoct of lav, or that 
appertain to tho legal obligations of tho ‘ Go V e r m o n t , shall be neither 
rojeeted nor rcducod by tho lapcrial Diet, \;itliout tho concuri^qiicg 
of tho Govcrnnent» 

Articlo LXVIIJ» - In ordor to ncct cpocial roquircnonts, the 
Govornncnt m y ask tho conccnt of the lapcrial Diet to a ccrtain 
aaount as a Continuing Expenditure Fund: for a previously fixed 
nxirabor of years • 

/articlo LXIX # - In order to supply deficicncios, uhich aro 
unavoidable, in the Budget, and to noot roquircncxits unprovided for 
in the son。， a Rcsorvc Fund chall bo providod in the Baâgot^ 
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Article LX2c 一 IThen the Imperial Diet cannot be convoked, 
ov/ing to the e ン 丄 oj interna丄 condition of the country, in case 
of urgent need for the loaiiitonance of public safety, the Government 
may take all necessary financial measures； by moans of an Impérial 
Ordinance； « 

In tho case mentioned in the preceding clause, the matter 
shall bo submit ted to the Iraporial Diot at its next session, and 
its approbation shall bo obtainod thereto» 

Articlo L"-rîTo Tûion tho Imperial Di^t lias not votod on the 
Budget? or T̂ hûEL iho Bidgot has not boon brcuglit into actual 
GxistcncG. the Govorimunt shall carry out the Budget of the preceding 
yoar» 

Articlo LXXII。- Th:： final account of tho expenditures and 
revenue ôf tho Stato shall bo verified aud confirmed by tho Board 
of Audit j and 'it shall be subniit^od by tho GovarrjnQnt to the 
Iaporial Diet。together T;.ith tho report of verification of tho said 
Board. 

Tho organization and conipàtcncy of tho Board of Audit shall 
bo dotemined by lav; separately0 

Chapter VII 

Supplonontaiy Rules 

Articlo LiGCIII. — ïïhcn it has te corno nocossary in future to 
anend tho provisions of tho prosont Constitution, a projoct to tho 
cffoct shall be sutenttod to the Imperial Diot by Inporial Ordor• 

In tlio abovo ease, noitlicr House can opon the dobtato, unless‘ 
not less than tv/o-third r. of thô whole number of Mcnbcrs arc pre sont, 
and 110 amondnont can bo passed, un丄ess a majority of not less than 
tソo—thirds of tlio Mcnbcrs prosenb is obtainod-

Articlo USIVo - Uo notification of tho Imperial House Law 
shall be roquired to be subinittod^ to tho doiiboration of tho 
Inporial Diot» 

No provision of the present Constitution can bo modified by 
the Imperial House La\70. 

Al じie丄6 LXX7o . Nc nociii'icatri.aii oarx jo iniroducoa iivcu tnu 
Oonstitutiony or ニ:n七o the Inporial Houso Lar; r durinc tho tino of a 
Rogoncy # 
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Article LXXVI # - Existing legal enactments, such as lav/s, 
regulations, Ordinances, or by v/hatevor names they nay be called, 
shall, so far as they do not conflict r/ith the present Constitution, 
continue in force» 

All existing contracts or orders, that entail obligations upon 
the Governciorit, and that are connected uith expenditure, shall como 
within the scope of Art^ LXVェェ• 


