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INTRODUCTION 

The Literary Storefront was established in Vancouver, B.C. in 1978 as 
a kind of drop-in centre for West Coast and Cana ian literati, It 
modelled in spirit after other venues such as: Ferlinghetti's City 
Lights bookshog in San Francisco, Shakespeare & Co. in Paris, France, 
and the Gotham Book Mart in ew York City. The Literary Storefront 
{the LSFl sought to provide a similar environment where 
readers could meet and talk about their ork in an infor 
and attend readings by writers from around the world, 

Under the direction first of Mona Fertig, its founder, then later Tom 
Ilves and Wayne Holder, the Literary Storefront in ad ition to the 
readings, held workshops, lent books, offered courses and manuscript 
assessment services. It published the work of local writers in several 

ver its six year existence. These were: The Lit 
f et ter, the Birthday Book, Vancouver Literary Me 
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Fonds description 
 
Literary Storefront fonds 
1978-1993. 
40 cm of textual material and other materials. 
 
Administrative history/Biographical sketch: Full biographical sketch provided in the 
inventory of the Literary Storefront’s initial donation to which the present records constitute 
an accrual. 
 
Scope and content: Fonds consists of correspondences, post cards, letters, minutes of the 
Literary Storefront’s annual general meetings, newspaper clippings, sound recordings, 
photographs, negatives and other materials which document the activities of the Literary 
Storefront as a support network for local, national and international writers.  
 
The fonds is arranged into the following five series: General Administration (1978-1993); 
Correspondences (1978-1982); Sound Recordings (1978-1981); and Photographs (1978-
198-). For other relevant records please see earlier finding aids from previous accrual. 
 
Source of title proper: Title based on the provenance of the fonds. 
 
Physical description note: Fonds includes 40 cm of textual records, 133 audio cassettes, 
61 photographs, 3 audio reels and 1 photograph album. 
 
Immediate source of acquisition note: Accrual was transferred by Mona Fertig, the first 
director of the Literary Storefront, to Rare Books and Special Collections in 2008. 
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Series descriptions 
 
General administration  
1978-1993. 
20 cm of textual records.  
 
Scope and content: Series consists of records related to the general operations and 
administrative activities of the Literary Storefront and includes the following: supply lists, 
general receipts, phone bills, minutes of the literary store front annual general meetings, 
advertisements, events calendars, miscellaneous correspondence, notes, newspaper 
clippings related to the activities of the literary storefront, posters, flyers, membership 
receipts and membership cards. For other relevant records please see earlier finding aids 
from previous accrual. 
 
Source of title proper: Title based on the content of the series. 
 
 
Correspondence     
1978-1982 
20 cm of textual records.  
 
Scope and content: Series consists of copies of outgoing correspondence as well as 
incoming letters, post cards and cards from members of the Literary Storefront, 
prominent Canadian poets, Canadian Publishers (such as Brunswick Press, Douglas and 
McIntrye, and the Association of Book Publishers of British Columbia,), the Writers 
Union of Canada, local schools, colleges and libraries (such as St. George School, 
Vancouver Community College, and the Fraser Valley Regional Library). For other 
relevant records please see earlier finding aids from previous accrual. 
 
Source of title proper: Title based on the content of the series. 
 
 
Sound recordings 
1978-1981.  
133 audio cassettes.  
3 film reels.  
 
Scope and content: Series consists of taped readings, concerts and interviews with 
numerous prominent local, national and international writers and musicians such as 
Margaret Atwood, Jack Hodgins, Ted Hughes, Joy Kogawa, Dorothy Livesay, Sylvia 
Plath, Peter Trower, and many others. For other relevant records please see earlier finding 
aids from previous accrual. 
 
Source of title proper: Title based on the content of the series. 
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Photographs 
1978-198-  
61 photographs.  
1 photo album. 
 
Scope and content: Series consists of black and white, colour photographs, negatives 
and one photograph album depicting various events which took place at the Literary 
Storefront, including renovations, poetry readings, parties and other social gatherings. 
Mona Fertig is present in many of these images.  
 
Source of title proper: Title based on the content of the series. 
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File list 
 
Series: General Administration     
 

Location 
(Box-file) 

File title Date 

20-1 General administration 1978-1984 

20-2 1978 receipts 1978 

20-3 1979 receipts 1979 

20-4 Membership receipts 1980 

20-5 Calendars 1978-1984 

OV Calendars and posters 1978-1984 

22-1 Miscellaneous posters 1978-1985 

22-2 Membership cards 1990-1993 

22-6 Guest book 1978-1981 

22-7 Postcards 1978-1985 

22-8 Library card catalogue (1 of 2) 1970-198- 

22-9 Library card catalogue (2 of 2) 1970-198- 

 
Series: Correspondence  
 

Location 
(Box-file) 

File title Date 

20-6 Miscellaneous correspondence 197?-1981 

20-7 Correspondence 1980 1980 

20-8 Correspondence 1979 1979 

20-9 Correspondence 1978 1978 

20-10 Letters 1978 (1 of 3) 1978 

20-11 Letters 1978 (2 of 3) 1978 

20-12 Letters 1978 (3 of 3) 1978 

20-13 Letters 1979 (1 of 3) 1979 

20-14 Letters 1979 (2 of 3) 1979 

21-1 Letters 1979 (3 of 3) 1979 

21-2 Letters 1980 (1 of 3) 1980 

21-3 Letters 1980 (2 of 3) 1980 

21-4  Letters 1980 (3 of 3) 1980 

21-5 Letters 1981 1981 

21-6 Letters 1982 1982 
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Sound Recordings list 
 
Series: Sound recordings 
 

Identifier Title Date 

SP 53 – 9 Susan Musgrave, Marilyn Bowering (1 of 2) 1978 

SP 53 – 10 Susan Musgrave, Marilyn Bowering (2 of 2) 1978 

SP 53 – 11 Joanne Yamaguchi, Avron Hoffman 1978 

SP 53 – 12 Peter Trow, Al Purdy 1979 

SP 53 – 13 P.K. Page 1978 

SP 53 – 14 Robert Harlow, Scott Lawrence 1978 

SP 53 – 15 Mark Warrior, Tom Wayman (1 of 2) 1978 

SP 53 – 16 Jack Hodgins (1 of 2) 1978 

SP 53- 17 The poet speaks, Ted Hughes and Peter Porter, Tom 
Gunn and Sylvia Plath 

1978 

SP 53 – 18 Jack Hodgins (2 of 2) 1978 

SP 53 – 19 D’Sonaqua reading 1979 

SP 53 – 20 David Watmough 1978 

SP 53 – 21 Jack Kerouac reading 197? 

SP 53 – 22 Dorothy Livesay 1979 

SP 53 – 23 Ferron  1979 

SP 53 – 24 Silvia Fraser, G. Gibson – Re-opening of Literary 
Storefront part 1 

1980 

SP 53 – 25 Brian Moore – Re-opening part 2 1980 

SP 53 – 26 Carolyn Zonailo, Kevin Roberts 1978 

SP 53 – 27 Gerry Gilbert 1979 

SP 53 – 28 Elizabeth Gourlay, Eldon Grier 1979 

SP 53 – 29 Rikki and  Cathy Ford (1 of 2)  1980 

SP 53 – 30 Rikki and  Cathy Ford (2 of 2) 1980 

SP 53 – 31 Suzie Whiten, Peter Trower and musicians (1 of 2) 1980 

SP 53 – 32 Suzie Whiten, Peter Trower and musicians ( 2 of 2) 1980  

SP 53 – 33 Blackfish Press, Reading Allan Safarik, Joe Rosenblatt, 
Albert Moritz and Jim Green 

1980 

SP 53 – 34 Lawrence Ferlinghetti 1979 

SP 53 – 35 Carole Itter, Al Neil 1979 
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SP 53 – 36 Rona Murray 1979 

SP 53 – 37 Rosalind MacPhee, Naomi Rachel  1979 

SP 53 – 38 Audrey Thomas 1979 

SP 53 – 39 Lorraine Veron, Frances Duncan 1979 

SP 53 – 40 Matt Cohen 1979 

SP 53 – 41 Carolyn Zonailo, Marya Fiamengo (1 of 2) 1979 

SP 53 – 42 Marya Fiamengo (2 of 2) 1979 

SP 53 – 43 Carolyn Borsman, Kirsten Emmott, Dale Zieroth, Al 
Grierson 

1979 

SP 53 – 44 Endre Farkas, Ed Varney 1979 

SP 53 – 45 Carol Itter, Al Neil (1 of 2) 1980 

SP 53 – 46 Carol Itter, Al Neil (2 of 2) 1980 

SP 53 – 47 Anne Marriot, Helen Rosenthal 1970 

SP 53 – 48 Anne Cameron 1978 

SP 53 – 49 Women at work – Kirsten Emmott, Zoe Landale, Erin 
Moure, Helen Potrebenko 

1980 

SP 53 – 50 Margaret Atwood, Florence McNeil, Britt Hagarty, 
Helen Potrebenko 

1979 

SP 53 – 51 Penn Kemp, Daphne Marlatt 1979 

SP 53 – 52 Mona Fertig, Maxine Gadd 1980 

SP 53 – 53  Karl Siegler  1980 

SP 53 – 54 Mona Fertig, Florence McNeil 1978 

SP 53 – 55 Leslie Scalapina 1980 

SP 53 – 56 The Waterfront and Beyond: Maritimes Writing 1980 

SP 53 – 57 An evening of Pat Lowther 1980 

SP 53 – 58 Betty Lambert 1978 

SP 53 – 59 Joy Kogawa, reading form Obasan 1981 

SP 53 – 60 Bill Bissett 1978 

SP 53 – 61 Aritha Van Herk 1981 

SP 53 – 62 W.P. Kinsella (1 of 2) 1981 

SP 53 – 63 W.P. Kinsella (2 of 2) 1981 

SP 53 – 64 Leona Gom, Anne Marriot 1981 

SP 53 – 65 Fall equinox reading (1 of 8) – Chris Glynn, Cat 
Majors, Jean Mallison, Colin Morton, Jane Munro, E.J. 
Wilson  

1981 

SP 53 – 66 Fall equinox reading (2 of 8) – Cathy Ford, Jan Conn, 
Bob Sherron, Dorothy Livesay 

1981 
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SP 53 – 67 Fall equinox reading (3 of 8) – Helen Potrebenko, 
Marguerite Pinney, Mariyln Boyle, Dorothy Livesay, 
Gerry Gilbert, David UU  

1981 

SP 53 – 68 Fall equinox reading (4 of 8)  – Mona Fertig, Phyllis 
Webb, David Frith, Robert Tyhurst, Lakshmi Gill  

1981 

SP 53 – 69 Fall equinox reading (5 of 8) – Jennifer Alley, Judith 
Copithorne, Maxine Gadd, Tim Lander, Magiie Shore  

1981 

SP 53 – 70 Fall equinox reading (7 of 8)- R.A Kawaliak, Audrey 
Thomas, Bill Schermbrucker, Ed Varney, Zonko  

1981 

SP 53 – 71 Fall equinox reading (8 of 8) – Rosemary Hollingshead, 
Dona Stumanis, Open Reading  

1981 

SP 53 – 72 Norbert Ruebsaat, Mark Mealing 1979 

SP 53 – 73 George McWhirter, Ann West, Paul Gotro 1979 

SP 53 – 74 Peter Trower, Suzie Whiten (1 of 3) 1980 

SP 53 – 75 Peter Trower, Suzie Whiten (3 of 3) 1980 

SP 53 – 76 Dorothy Livesay, Peter Trower 1978 

SP 53 – 77 Liz Lochead 1979 

SP 53 – 78 Joanne Yamaguchi, Avron Hoffman 197? 

SP 53 – 79 Jorg Heyman, Scott Lawrence 1980 

SP 53 – 80 Fall equinox reading – Maxime Gadd, K.O. Krane, 
Carolyn Zonailo (6 of 8) 

1981 

SP 53 – 81 Bill Bissett 1981 

SP 53 – 82 Jane Munro 1979 

SP 53 – 83 Cat Majors and group 1980 

SP 53 – 84  Rosemary Trembley, Rob Tyhurst, Chris Glynn, Sally 
Cole 

1979 

SP 53 – 85 Richard Truhlar, Steve Smith 1981 

SP 53 – 86 Audrey Thomas 1979 

SP 53 – 87 Colin Browne 1980 

SP 53 – 88 Colin Morton, Sylvie-Anne Delalune, Jan Conn and Jill 
Rogers (1 of 2) 

1980 

SP 53 – 89 Colin Morton, Sylvie-Anne Delalune, Jan Conn and Jill 
Rogers (2 of 2) 

1980 

SP 53 – 90 Helen Rosenthal  1978 

SP 53 – 91 Robin Skelton 1979 

SP 53 – 92 Greg Gatenby, Daniel Halpern 1979 

SP 53 – 93 Bronwen Wallace 1981 

SP 53 – 94 Jan Conn, Norm Sibum 198? 

SP 53 – 95 Jennifer Alley, Eileen Rernaghan 1978 
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SP 53 – 96 Peter Trower 1978 

SP 53 – 97 Theresa Kishkan, Ann York 1980 

SP 53 – 98 John Harding, Shelia McCarthy 1978 

SP 53 – 99 Christopher Levenson 1978 

SP 53 –100 Tom Wayman, Dale Zieroth 1980 

SP 53 –101 Raise the rent reading 1980 

SP 53 –102 Raise the rent reading  1980 

SP 53 –103 R.D. Hanson and musicians 1980 

SP 53 –104 Karl Sturmanis, Richard Lemn 198? 

SP 53 -105 Auron Hoffman, Joanne Yamaguchi 1981 

SP 53 -106 Anne Szumigalski 1980 

SP 53 -107 Robert Bringhurst 198? 

SP 53 -108 Mona Ferlig on the Literary Storefront 198? 

SP 53 -109 8 women writers 1981 

SP 53 -110 Colin Brownet, Mark Madoff 1980 

SP 53 -111 Margaret Hollingsworth (1 of 2) 1981 

SP 53 -112 Margaret Hollingsworth ( 2 of 2) 1981 

SP 53 -113 Charlene Spretnak 1979 

SP 53 -114 Morgan Nyberg 1979 

SP 53 -115 Cathy Ford, Mona Fertig 198? 

SP 53 -116 Karl Seigler 1980 

SP 53 -117 Birthday book reading (1 of 3) 1980 

SP 53 -118 Birthday book reading (3 of 3) 1980 

SP 53 -119 Benefit reading for San Francisco (1 of 4) 1980 

SP 53 -120 Benefit reading for San Francisco (3 of 4) 1980 

SP 53 -121 Six women  1979 

SP 53 -122 Eight women reading 1981 

SP 53 -123 Four women - Pat Armstrong, Irene Mock, Judi Smith, 
Conni Tricys 

1979 

SP 53 -124 Crispin Elsted 198? 

SP 53 -125 Genni Gunny, Rose Marie Trembley 198? 

SP 53 -126 Myra McFarlane, Melodie Duff, Helen Potrebenko 1979 

SP 53 -127 Richard Payne 1981 

SP 53 -128 Pat Lowther Benefit Reading 1985 

SP 53 -129 Ernest Hekkanen, Larry Geiler 1981 

SP 53 -130 Dorothy Livesay  1978 

SP 53 -131 Hope Anderson 198? 
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SP 53 -132 Five women live at Literary Store Front (2 of 2) 198? 

SP 53 -133 Five women live at Literary Store Front (1 of 2) 198? 

SP 53 -134 Four women  1979 

SP 53-135 Miscellaneous tapes (1 of 2) 197? 

SP 53 -136 Miscellaneous tapes (2 of 2) 197? 

SP 53 -137 Cat Majors 197? 

SP 53 -138 Tim Lander “Butterflies” 197? 

SP 53 -139 Time Lander “Yer Average Archetype” 197? 

SP 53 -140 Candace Sauge 198? 

SP 53 -141 Tim Lander “Faces” 197? 

SP 53 -142 Labour of Love 197? 

SP 53 -143 BC writers review (1 of 3) 1980 

SP 53 -144 BC writers review (2 of 3) 1980 

SP 53 -145 BC writers review (3 of 3) 1980 

 
 
Photograph list 
 
Series: Photographs 
 

Identifier File  
(Box-file) 

Title Date 

BC-2134-1 22-3 BC writers review 1980 

BC-2134-2 22-3 Mona Fertig, Marilyn Bowering, Susan 
Musgrave 

1978 

BC-2134-3 22-3 Tom Wayman, Peter Hasse, Dorothy 
Livesay, Mona Fertig 

1979 

BC-2134-4 22-3 Kirsten Emmott 197? 

BC-2134 - 5 22-3 Mark Warrior 197? 

BC-2134-6 22-3 Jennifer Alley 197? 

BC-2134-7 22-3 BC writers review 1980 

BC-2134 
8-20 

22-3 Various photographs of Literary Storefront  198? 

BC-2134-21 22-3 Ann York 1981 

BC-2134-22 22-3 Kirsten Emmott 198? 

BC-2134-23 22-3 Gwen Hauser and Tom Wayman 198? 

BC-2134- 24 22-3 First day at 2nd Literary Storefront  

BC-2134-25 22-3 “Come on in” sign – Jack Hodgins 1978 

BC-2134- 26 22-3 “We’re closed” sign – Jack Hodgins 1978 
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BC-2134-27-
37 

 
22-4 

 
Shakespeare Company negatives 

 
197? 

BC-2134-38 22-4 BC unknown, and Peter Hasse 197? 

BC-2134-39 22-4 Rosemary Hollingshead 197? 

BC-2134-40 22-4 Two unknown, and Suzie Whiten 197? 

BC-2134- 41 22-4 Carole Itter and Liz Lochead 1979 

BC-2134-42 22-4 Margaret Atwood 197? 

BC-2134-43 22-4 Peter Trower, Al Purdy 197? 

BC-2134-44 22-4 Carolyn Zonialo and Bill Bissett 197? 

BC-2134-45 22-4 Laurence Ferlinghetti 1979 

BC-2134-46 22-4 Read Canadian poetry  197? 

BC-2134-47 22-4 Karl Sturmanis, Rob Tyherst, Jim Fraser and 
others 

197? 

BC-2134-48 22-4 Beth Jankola 197? 

BC-2134-49 22-4 Aaron Hoffman 1978 

BC-2134-50 22-5 Audrey Thomas 1979 

BC-2134-51 22-5 Peter Trower 1981 

BC-2134-52 22-5 Sharon Thesen 1981 

BC-2134-53 22-5 Daphne Marlatt and Penn Kemp 198? 

BC-2134-54 22-5 Robin Sketton 198? 

BC-2134- 55 22-5 Anne Marriott 198? 

BC-2134-56 22-5 Earle Birney 198? 

BC-2134-57 22-5 Dorothy Livesay 198? 

BC-2134-58 22-5 Helene Rosenthal 198? 

BC-2134-59 22-5 Unidentified musician 198? 

BC-2134-60 22-5 Judy Capithorne 198? 

BC-2134-61  22-5 Unidentified poet (female) 198? 
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