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~ar Sisters and 9roth.ers ; 

01 22 .Maren, 1979, 18 persons were arrested. on the picket line of the 
~ssociation of University and C'.ollege Employees, u,cal 2 (1'IICE 2) at 
Sim:n ;Fraser Uni'versi~.l !(SFU). 'Ihc follOA1inCJ provides sare background 
to the ar~...st.s and infornation on t.l-ie def~..nse carrpaign of the SFU 18 0 

AUCE 2 is tbe bargaining unit for 650 clerical and technical \~rkers at 
Sim:n Fraser Uni varsity. The union, 80% of ~,nose ~..rs are wa·rn, won 
i.nportant gains for its rrerrt-iership when it was 02rtified ir.. 1974, es~ia.lly 
in the area of 1

' equal pay for tvark of ~l.~l valoo n ., H0t·Jevcr, ,.·1i th the 
expiration of its third cxntract an Mard1 31" 1978, Alm 2 i:,as consistently 
stbjected to "b.'1e hardlin.~ stance by an enployer det e mined to reverse tl10se 
gains. Initially the enployer offered cnly or1e-tine. J-..onuc;es, and later 
offered percenta~ increases far belo ,1 the rate of inflation o 

After nonb'1.s of bargaining, Auer, 2 begrm a series of rotating strikes in 
r:ecetticr, 1978. In Jruiuacy 1979, the·. ·SFU Boc.--rrd of C'~vemors statc-d that 
its final offer ~-ras 6% over a two year cm tract., t.-hen added onto the 
A.I .. Bo- ~ited increases of the previous tvx:, years, t~ offer anotmts to 
a cut in real waqes of over 20%! Gn t-iarch 8, 1979, .AUCR 2 voted to ao an . -a full-scale stri1 :e \'.hen the University escalated selective lockouts o A 
picket line was set~ at the entrance to th e tmivm'Sity and ~ed in place 
until April 20 ., On. !11arch 29 v the university succeeded in ootaining a severe 
court injunction against .AIJCB 2 and sw.portem Nhich limited the n\.lirtler of 
picketers to 10 o PUCE 2 t hen ccntinued to press for a settlenent by picket-
ing allies of t~e Uni v0..rsi ty, l e afleting, and PUC' lici ty actions. Jin 
Industrial Inf!',liry Conmission, whose dBcision will be bindinq , is being 
appointed by tJ1e Iw.i.e:;ter of La}--.,our I anc. At.JCF-2 h..as returned to ~rk:. 

Throuahout necrotiations, the SFU administration sha·;red bad fai t.'1 and ... -
att:enpted to break J\u:F. 2. For 0..xanple, the administration repeatedly 
rede the offe .r o:f: caIDITIC~L binding arbitration, a m."ljor cmdition hein g 
cx:nparabilit:Y wit,.'1 UNOR3ANIZED cl0rical workers in the private sector (se lected 
by the enplqyer) i unfortunately, the latter are traditionally lcw paid, 
and crnparison was really put forth for th e purpose of reducing tmi.onized 
wages. '!he fact that nentiers of the SFU Board of Governors represent bi g 
business is l.JtJX)rtant here. Board n:entx?.rs suc.11 as an.d 

v 1,\1ho are President and Vice-President of the anti ~tmion F.nplaye rs 
council of B.C., clearly Manipulatoo the dispute in the interests of enployers, 
not those of ~1e University camruni.tyo 

After the full-scal e strike began en Mardl 8 , 1979 t.'"le: admini s t.ration took 
the viaq that the q:eratian of the canpus ,;1ould he cut back in saoo areas 
but that all classes would continue. In so1rc cases , scabs were hired to do 
the work of AUCE 2 rrc.11:bers~ in other cascs r peopl e volunteered. Scabbinq 
against the fcx:x:1 service workers , B.C o ~lycro bus drivers, teac.'1.ing assistants 
(Atx:E local 6), and others who respected the pi cket line was also cnmon .. 
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As well, students \'iJho respected t.rie pid-:et line were b."lreatened with acadanic 
penalties; professors who held classes off canpuc:; were warned that these were 
cx:nsidered ;'tmauthorizear ~ o 'Ihe adr.i.inistration therP...by encouraged and coerced 
pecple to degrade theirselves and break the stri.ke b_y cra;sing the AUCE 2 picket 
lineo 'llle eldminis~ .tion virtually ignored the plight of students who felt 
that the picket line rust be respected, especially those who were also nerbers 
of trade unions .. 

It is in this cx:mte.rt that the events of March 22, 1979 should be viewed. 
Cb that elate, a rally at the picket line led to approxima.tely two hmdred 
supporters joining to strengthen the li.."le., The picJ-::eting ~1a.s catpletely 
peaoof.ul and legal, at no ti.r:E did the R.CoM.P. tell the picket.ers that 
they~ carrnitt.in.g an offence or require them to disperse. Ho·?ever, after 
ahout thl::ee hours, the police, mcluding rren'bers of the RoCoM .. P. Security 
f.ervi~'s "Ad Hoc Iabour Liaison Cormrl.ttee;;, made a violent attack an the 
picket line and arrested 18 of the picketcrso 

Fourteen of t.'1.ose arrested are, or have been, rrernbers of trade unions, 
including the Construction a"ld General labourers Union; tlie Hospital Errployees 
Unicn, the S-ervice, O"ffioo, and Retail ltbrJ~ers Union of Canada; the Ini:0.r-
National Steel¼'Orkers of lm12.rica; the Association of University and Cbllege 
Enployee.s} the Hotel, Restaurant, and Culinary Eicplqyees and Bartenders 
Union; the International -VJoodworkers of lm3rica; the BoC'. Govemnent 
Enployees union; the canadian Par~n-10rkers Union , the Intematicnal Association 
of Bridge, Structural, and Omanenta.l Iron Workers; the Canadian Union of 
Public Enployees; and t.~e Carpenters and Joiners United Brother1'1CXX1 of 
Pt.xrerica. ~lvc of those fourteen ts.Jere also students at the tine of the 
arrests. 

Organization to defP.nd t.rie 18 persons arrested began irnrediately after 
the police attacko '!he SFU 18 Defense COrmrl.ttee, carposed of those arrested 
and supporters, was set up shortly after and began to lohby for the dro}_:rping 
of the charges and the raising of defense funas o 'Ihe c.}}arge laid at the 
tine of the arrests was noostruction of a peace offiror in the execution of 
his dutyu o A rronth later a second charge, ''blocking a highway~i, was addedo 

'Ihe CrcM.n is proceer_jng with the dw.rges against 17 of the 18 persons 
originally detained. Ccstly and tin:e-consumi..rig individual trials, rather 
than a nnre sensible group trial, have new been set, the first occurring at 

(in courtroorr. #:3, the Provincial Cburthouse, 
6263 Gilpin Sto, Bumahy). Thro experienced trade tmion lawyers have bc--P..n 
retained by those arrested. 

'!he SFU 18 Cefe.nse Corrmittee is currently coo.tinuing and expanding its 
canpaign to raiso m:ney and to have the charqes dropped; a petition is 
being circulated, ··orq> t.lie SFU 18 charges ~~ buttons are being sold, reprosent-
ati ves from t.:ie camd ttoo am speaking at rrEetings : and printea infonnation 
regarding t.½e arrests are being disseminated to mtions and cxmmm.ity organiz -
ations. '!he demand that the chargGs be c1ropped has been endorsed by the 
individuals and organizations 00 the attached sheeto 
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Because the l egal defens e will be expensive if the trials p~, t.he 
tefens e Comnittee is ask.ing th e labour rroverrent for its financial sup£X>rt. 
Support for th e camd.ttee must be strong to provide a good defense for the 
persons arrested, and generally to protect the sanctity of the picket line 
against polire attacks o I.12t us not forget that strike-breaking by t.lle R.C.M.P. 
is not.hing new and nu.:st be vigilantly guarded aga.insto 

We would also appreciat e any ass i stance in d?taining the sup!X)rt of others. 
'Jhe petition , calling for tl-ie charges to be droppec! . al"ld 1rDrop the charq~s H 

buttons nay b~ obtained at b"le convention.. Correspondence to the SFU 18 
~fense C'..cmnittee can be sent c/o AoU.C.F . Prov:incial, Suite 901, 207 West 
Hastings, Vancouver; BoCo, V6B 1J8 
'lhe ~fense Carmi ttee v.10uld lik e to thank all those who have off e red support 
to IlO'Jo 
'Ihe folla..ring r,ersons can be coot.acted to speak. for the cnmd.ttee. 

'Ihe renand th.at the charges be dropped ha<; been endorsed by : 
AUCE Provincial 
1\rrE Iocal 2 
Alm Local 6 
Vancouver &. District Wour Council 
Jack Munro f! L"1temational r,~ .rorkem of J..irerica 
Canadian Union o f Postal ~brk.ers , Vancouver Local 

 
a:rPri Natirnal Offi ce 
nritish Colurrbia Govenurent Fnploy ee s Union 
John Fry er, C-ienP..ral Secretary ., :C-a;EtJ 
Simn Fraser Student Soci e ty 
The BC Federation . of t~Jl 
'Ihe Service Office a11d Re tail Norl:e rs Union of Canada 
'Ihe Trade Union Research Bure au. 
!l'brk.inq T,ikfren Unit e 
SOcial Servi ce Pnplayees Union1 Iocal 2 
Margaret r~d. tchell , Federal cand..i_datc for NDP in Vancouver East 
Vancouver Status of 'hb~_n 
l\rt t;nmtnan., regional Vice Pre sident , C.anac1ian Pa!?8rworkers Union 
British Cblunbia Provi.11.cia .l Cotmcil of r .a.rpenters 
Hotel, Restaurant and CUlinary Enploy eP.s & Parten. elem Union , Local ~O 
International Brotherhood of Electrical t'Ork e rs , local 213 
C..on..~truction and G<?.neral Laoour Uni.on 1 Local 107 0 
Victoria Labour Council 
Gay Alliance 'Jbv?ard Fl]Uali ty 
Sync.J.cat c0..s Char~s ce Cours cie L'Uni ve rsit e du ~rec 
Raj Chauhan,, Farm ,:or kc rs Organ.i.?..ing Corrroittc e 
P.etail, Wholesale and ~artmmt 8to:ro Union, IDcal 580 
Canadian Fssociation of Industrial, ~Aechanical 1 and Allied toorlcers 
Peter Carrercn, J.egional Vire-President, C'.AJJW··:r 




