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Addendum to International Longshoremen’s and Warehousemen’s 
Union (Canadian Area fonds) 
 

Title and Statement of Responsibility Area: 
 

Title Proper: International Longshoremen’s and Warehousemen’s Union (Canadian Area fonds) 

General material designation: Textual records. 

Title notes: Title based on contents of the fonds.  

Level of description: Fonds 

Reference code: RBSC-ARC-1279 

Dates of Creation Area: 
Dates: [1945] 

Physical Description Area: 
Extent: 1 cm 

Archival Description Area: 
Name of creator: International Longshoremen’s and Warehousemen’s Union (Canadian Area fonds) 

Administrative history: The International Longshoremen's and Warehousemen's Union Canadian Area 
was formed with the adoption of a constitution at a convention held January 31 to February 1, 1959. The 
Canadian Area has since that time functioned as an autonomous Canadian union, affiliated with the 
International Longshoremen's and Warehousemen's Union (I.L.W.U.) headquartered at San Francisco, 
California, U.S.A. The head office of the Canadian Area is located in Vancouver, British Columbia with a 
geographic jurisdiction covering all of Canada (See Appendix A - constitution). However, its main sphere 
of influence is centred on the West Coast of the country. Affiliated local unions each have a separate 
constitution and by-laws which must comply with the provisions of the constitution of the Canadian 
Area. Each local has representation at the Canadian area level. The union's industrial jurisdiction extends 
to all workers employed in the loading and unloading of vessels (deep sea and coastwise), all workers 
employed in warehousing, wholesaling, and distribution industries as well as other industries related to 
the above.  

In 1910, with the advent of the International Longshoremen's Association, two locals were formed. One 
in Prince Rupert and one in Victoria. Later, in 1912, another local was formed in Vancouver. All but the 
Victoria local were broken in a 1923 strike. The I.L.W.U. established a presence in B.C. permanently 
between 1944 and 1956, when locals were formed along the coast. 
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Prior to the 1959 constitution, this region was administered by an appointed representative from the 
International's headquarters. In 1965 locals 506, 507 and 510 within the jurisdiction of the Canadian 
Area amalgamated to become local 500 covering the Vancouver area. 

The functions of the Canadian Area are to: organize unorganized workers on an industrial basis, 
negotiate collective agreements with employers, assist other unions during labour disputes, and engage 
in political activities in the interest of the membership. These records were created in the course of the 
conduct of affairs primarily related to the above functions. 

Scope and content: The accrual to the fonds consists of one folder documenting the decision of the 
Wartime Relations Board to certify the bargaining representatives on behalf of Local 501. The 
addendum also includes a photocopy of a page from the second annual conventions proceedings.   

Notes Area:  
Arrangement: RBSC staff created an inventory for the fonds in 1992. In 2022, RBSC staff added this 
folder as an accrual to the fonds. A finding aid for this accrual has been added as an addendum to the 
original finding aid, available as an attached PDF. A box-file listing is available for the accrual as well. 
Updated series descriptions are included in this addendum. 

Control Area:  
Dates of creation, revision, deletion: Addendum created by Claire Williams in March 2022.   

Series Description 
Legal Cases 
Dates: [1945]  

Extent: 48 cm  

The Legal Cases series contains legal proceedings, court appeals, and legal decisions. Records are 
organized by case and include proceedings in chambers, proceedings at trial, and addresses and replies.  

Title based on the content of the series. 

Box-File List 
Identifier Title Date 

RBSC-ARC-1279-04-07 [Certification of bargaining representatives—Local 501 
and photocopy of second annual convention 
proceedings] 

[1945] 
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