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Friday, 29 November, 1946

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL
FOR THE FAR EAST
Court Housc of the Tribunal
War llinistry Building
Tokyo, Japan

The Tribunal met, pursuant to adjournment,

at €930,

Appearances:

For the Tribunal, same as beforc with the

exception of the HONORABLE R. B. PAL, llcmber from

India, not sitting.

For thc Prosccution Section, scme as before

with the oddition of LIEUTENANI-COLONEL J. S. S.
DANISTE, iAssistant Prosccutor from the Netherlends,
For thc Defensc Section, same as before.
The Accused:
All precsent cxccept OKAWA, Shumei, who 1is

represented by his counscl,

(English to Japanese and Japonese
to English interpretation was made by the

Languoge Section, IMIFE.)
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MARSHAL OF THE COURT: The International
Military Tribunal for the Far East is now in session.

THE PRESIDENT: Major lioore.

LANGUAGE ARBITER (I"ajor Moore): Ir., President,
with the Tribunal's permission, I present a language
correction. TIvhibit 1276, record page 11,368, line
18, substitute "fellows" for "traitors."

THE PRESIDENT: Thank vou, Major.

Mr, Justice Mansfield.

YR. JUSTICE MANSFIELD: If the Tribunal
please, I desire at this stége to present Lieutenant
Colonel J. S. S. Damste, the Assistant Prosecutor
from the Netherlands, who is a member of the bar of
Sourabava, Java.

THE PRESIDENT: Before you leave that sec-
tion, Mr. Justice Mansfield, do you propose to tender
the whole of the affidavits in evidence and then read
an excerpt, or do vou intend to tender the affidavit
for identificztion merely? It makes a difference to
the attitude of the Court.

MR, JUSTICE MANSFIELD: We intend to tender
only that portion of the affidavit that is marked as

an excerpt. That is the only portion upon which we

will rely.

THE PRESIDENT: But the svnopsis will be of




COATES CROSS

| the whole, will it not?

=it

MR. JUSTICE I'ANSFIELD: ™he synopsis will

o

only be of that portion of the ~ffidavit, namely,

(S8

41 the excerpts upon which the prosecution relies.

5 THE PRESIDENT: Tt will be a svnopsis of

6 | an excerpt?

5 "R. JUSTICE MANSFIELD: Synopsis of an

8 | excerpt, ves.

9 THE PRESIDENT: That is 21l I wanted to know.

10 ¥r. Logan.

12! ALBERT ERNEST COATZES, ecalled as

151 « 2 witnoss on bohalf of the prosecution, resuped
14 the stond and testified 28 follows:
15 CROSS-EXANINATICON

16 | By ¥R, LOGAN (Continued):
L Q Doctor, of these beatings to which you tes- ,
= tified, how manv of them did you personally see?

1
2 A In Burma I personally saw and felt on myv own ;

20
body four. T could truthfully say that I saw at

| 1sast thirty to forty others in Nakompaton, Siam. |
5 The number T couldn't calculate, but I should think E
= it would run into a hundread.

& Q@ You actuallv saw the beatings vourself, or i
25 .

you examined the men after the beatings took place?
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A I saw them myself. For example =--

Q I mean you actually saw the assaults take
place?

& Yes, I could give some illustrations,if
the Court please.

Q Did vou see any assaults by sergeants or
corporals on the Japanese' cwn men?
Yes, once or twice.

Were they Koreans toc?

1 R 1 I -

lostly.

© Now, when you sailed on the England-Maru, .
was that a troopship? |

A It was 4m so.far as 1t carricd‘some_Japanese
officers In good quarters.

Q Had it been used to transport Japannse
soldiers?

A That I could not say.

Q@ While vou were at Tavoy,voﬁ testified that
yvou received a little more drugs than vou received
at Yergui, 1is that correef?

A Yes. That was in the nature of a reward
from the Japanese doctor for some --

8] I am not asking vou about the reward. You
said vou rocoivcd a 1ittle more drugs there than you

received at the hospital in Mergui. Is that correct?
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A Yes.

£ So I assume by "a little more" wvou mean
that you did receive some at Mergul, is that right?

A - Yes, at lergui --

Q You did receive druegz a2t lMergui, then?

A We received a few.

Q Then, do vou want to change vour statement,
doctor, on page 11,409 c¢f the record when vou told
the Court "At Mergui drugs were not supplied?"

A T don't quite get the question, sir,

Q You testified the other day that at Mergui
Hospital "drugs were not supplied." Is that state-
ment correct?

A 5hat F5 B0

Q And today vou say vou received some at
Yergui. Now which of those statements is correct?

A Some drugs were recelved by thes worlking
camp, Those were the drugs r=ceived at ergui. The
hospital with these dvsentery cases we received no
drugs.

Q Did voﬁ receive any drugs while vour 1500
prisoners were at this school at Mergui?

A Vo, At that stage, In the early three
weeks of our Sojourn,the organization was not such

as to permit the supplv of drugs.

L



10

11

12 |

13
14
15
16

17

11,461

COATES CROSS

Q After vou were there for three weeks did vou
get drugs?

A As I replied before, we got drugs for the
working camp men, particularly gquinine against malaria.

Q What else did you get?

A I don't recollect a2nv other drugs at that
time.

Q How many classrooms were there in this
school in which the 1500 men were placed?

A I couldn't answer that with accuracy.

Q What is your best recollection?

A Of that I have no recollection.

0 How long were vou at the school?

A I was thers for about, oh, five days myself.
T tcok 111 with amcebic dysentery.

Q Were thers sanitation facilities in this
school?®

A There were a few small latrines.

0 Do you know of any other building in Merguil
which could have been used to take care of these
priscners of war?

A No. I never had the oprortunity of docing
a reconnaissance of the town.

e Serious cases of dvsentervy were transferred

from that school to the local hospital, is what vou
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testified to, doctor. Is that in accordance with
good medical practice, to segregate such cases?
"A That is so.

Q And you say three men wers executed for en-
deavering to escape. Were they given a trial, do
vou know of vour own knowledge?

A A1l I ¥now is some form of inquiry was
held and the executions took place soon after their
arrest.

Q@ But you can't state that they were not
tried, is that correct?

A I couldn't make a statement on that. I was

nct the camp commander. I was medical officer only.
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1 Q How long were you at the 30 kilo camp?
2 A About six weeks,
5 Q@ T"hich weeks were they?
4| A The dates -- the exact dates I can't say,
. but I left the 30 kilo camp somewhere about the end
s of Mayj; arrived in the middle of April.
4 Q@ You testifiec the other day that when.these
4 patients were ordered out of the hospital at 30
5 kilo camp, a great number of them died in the next
Loz month or two. Do you know that of your own knowledge?
e A Yes. A large number of these patients
- were men that I personally knew, had known since
l? Malaya.
a5 ¢ Did you leave the camp with them?
:Z A Yes,
Q You went with them -- left the camp?
17i A Yes. The camp was completely closed down
18 as a hospital, and it had no more use; so I went as
ZZ an ordinary prisoner of war to my kumi, that is, a
21: particular section to which I belonged as a prisoner
Ea to a working camp. |
3 Q How long did you stay with them at this %
24‘ working camp? |
25 & At the 75 kilo camp until the 12th of Julys

Q Going back to this town of Mergui, this
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: school, did you see any =-- is that a small town?
- A No. I should say it is a sizeable town.
5 Q '"hat do you mean by "a sizeable town"?
: A It is a tracing port marked on the map.
? Q Are there any other buildings in that town
6
as large as that school?
! A Of that I have no definite knowledge. It
8 z
" ; never was my privilege to pay a visit to the place
9
‘ and investigate those matters. I was a vrisoner of
10 |
war and subject to all the restrictions of prisoners
11
of war.
12 -
Q Do you know what the population of the town |
13
is%
14 |
é A No.
15
s Q Can you give us an estimate? ;
» A No. |
17
4 j Q Now, while you were at 75 kilo camp, what
18 |
- ‘drugs did you receive there?
o A Ve received drugs in the 75 kilo camp,
~ something like the following proportions: quinine,
22 abcut five grains a man per day. At that time,
23 that camp was in the position that it receilved
24 through the Quartermaster's Lepartment a little issue j
1
25 of quinine to the extent of five grains per man per 1
day. I also received a box about once a fortnight |
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containing some bandages, a little sulpha, and,
AT =

Q Epsom salts?

A A pounc of epsom saltsy quite useful.

Q That's the same type of box you said you
received at the 59 kilo camp, isn't that right?

A Yes, We recelved a little candle box, of
that size, in the 55 kilo camp. The contents were
less, and, of course, the numbers were six times as
great.

Q While you were at this 75 kilo camp you
testified that no proper medical treatment was
afforded you at first., I assume by that that there
was some medical treatment given at that place; is
that right?

A It must be realized that the issue of
drugs there was of the magnitude that would be
issued to @ small section of healthy men for what
might be called the regimental aic¢ post purvoses.

Q "lell, there were three thousan¢ men there
at first, and then they were all, with the exception
of three hundred, sent to the 105 kilo camp. Did
you get the same amount of drugs for the three

hundred as you cié for the three thousand? Is that

what you want to tell us?
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A The drug issue to us was carefully calcu-
lated, and on the basis of the numbers in the camp; .
and so the supply was that to a ecamp that would be
regarded as containing healthy men, not three
hundred dzrelicts.

Q@ Tlere you confined for the most part to the
hospitals at these various camps?

A  You mean by "the hospitals" the hut in
which sick were segregated, sir?

Q Yes,

A I was only in one working camp, and that %
was the 75 kilo camp, for a short time before the
three thousand-odd were broken up and sent away.

Anc¢, during that time, I assisted the local regiment-
al meaical officers in the hut which was set apart
for the heavy sickj; but I had access to the other
nuts anc saw the men and the conditions under which
they were living. I actually lived myself at that
time not in the hospital but with the senior

officers in charge of the men -- priséner of war
officers,

Q How about the other camps besides this work
camp at 75 kilo?

A 7ell, the only other camps I was in were

the 55 kilo in Burma, ané then, of course, the
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Nakompaton in Siam and, for a few days, in a
transient camp on the way to Nakompaton.

Q So that, primarily, your testimony is
confined to these three camvs, is that itj; that is,
matters you wouid know of your own knowledge?

4 No. I was at Thanbyuzayat for a period
between February and April, 1943. Merguil anc Tavoy
you have mentioned., Agd I also visited the 50 kilo
camp in Burma where our F and H forces were. In
addition, curing the time of my sojourn at the
transient camp in Siam, I visited Changi.

Q In any of these camps, doctor, ¢id you
ever have any opportunity or oeccasion to visit
any hospitals or places set aside as such for
treatment of Japanese solalers?

A Yes, on two occasions: once in Tavoy
when I helped the Japanese with a serious case

and saw him once or twice afterwarcs, and the

I, with a number of other officers, visited the
neighboring camp at Nakompaton, actually just over
the wall, ané offered our services.

Q So that, prior to the Armistic, doctor, you
enly visiteé the Japanese hospital on one occasion,

and that was for one day, is that correct?
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A It wouldn't be correct to say onc day.

I saw that man several times after his operation
with the Japanese doctor.

G Three days?

A Yes. :

Q So that curing this entire perioc of time,
doctor, you had no occasion to see what crugs the
Japanese csoldiers had in these hospitals for Japan-
ese soldiers?

A I had the opportunity at Tavoy of observing
that they had all the facilities of the local
British Civil Hospital with a good dispensary, good
operating theatre, and good store of cdrugs.

G And that was the place you visited after
the war was over?

A No. That was in 1942,
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o7 1 Q But you don't know whether or not the supply
1 2| of drugs that you saw at the hospital on that one
4 5! particular occasion continued during the entire period
® 21 of time, do you?
D - |
u A Ne.
g . Q And that apnlies to all the other camps, doesn't
° " late
j A You mean my answer, “no", yes; that is right,
e Q You also testified that while at 55 Kile
» dysentery cases which were infective were isolated. That
" is proper medical practice, isn't it,Doctor?
z: A Infected with what, sir? |
= Q I believe it was dysentery.
o A Amoebic dysentery.
L Q Well, you testified, "If the dysentery was
‘. 7 | 1nfective these patients were isolated.,® That is good
| ;s | Medizal practice, isn't 1t?
19 A They were only isolated in so far as they
20 | Were put altogether in one hut and that was only some
ZJ%yards from other huts containing other patients, It was
22 geod practice to isolate them in that way. {
23 Q Now, you testified that while you were at 55
24 |Kilo Camp, you protested to the authoritles at Thanbyuzayat,
25 tis that right?
A Yﬂﬂ, I protested. g |
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1 Q Did you do that orally or in writing?
2 A I did it in writing.
3 0 Do you know if your letter was ever recelved?
4 A Yes, the letter was received,

5 Q What happened after the letter was received,

if anything?

A Brigadier Varley wrote to me and told me
" 8 | that he thought I must have been exaggerating the figures
9 Q Who was he?

A He was the Senior Nakampaton officer in the
Burma-Siam Railway, POW. I replied that these figures
since the last letter were even worse and that I'd like

some one to come and see for himself.
14

| Q I didn't quite get his name, Doctor. Was he

- a Japanese offlcer?
'\ - THE PRESIDENT: Where is he now?

e THE WITNESS: Brigadier Varley was a prisener

i 3 of war who went down on a ship going from Siam to Japaﬁ.
}i Q Well, Doctor, when I speak about protests, I
f am referring to protests to Japanese officers. Did
;: you ever make any protests to any Japanese officers?

| A My medium of protest was Doctor SUGUCHI, who

protested. My method of protest through the POV

_icontrol was through Brigadier Varley who handed it on

|
23
ot vislited the camp. To him I verbally and I violently
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to Crlonel NAGLTOMO.

Q What; if enything, honoened after ycu
hended in ycur protest?

L Lbout three veeks leter Lieutenent-Cclcnel
NLGLTOMO wvisited our .cerp with Brigadier Verley,

Q Vhet heppened?

L He inspected 2 nurber of the very gick ren
hinself end then scne few weeks leter he sent cut to
the cerp a little Jepenese dcctor known os Dr, AONUNML
to replzce the ezrnp commender who hitherto hed been
cnly the sergeent cf the guerd.

Q Sc thet ycur protest brcught scre results,
is thet 1t; Dcetor®

Y Yes.,

Q Now, you elso ~- withdrev thet -- the
tempersture down there 1is very wprn; isn't 1, Docter?

A More hunid then wverm. In sore perts of the
yecr perticularly towerds the end 1t is rether ccld -~
the dry seescn, Sco ruch sc then nen 1it fires ot
night and used to sit around then to keep wern,

Q While you were at 55 Kilo in July, wesn't
it very wern at thet pericd of tine?

L It is the usuzl trcpicel tenperetures for
that letitude,

Q 30 the fret that the men had very few
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clothing at that period of time was not of much moment,
was 1it?

A I don't think that would be quite correct.

I think clothing probably had some other value as a
cover against mosquitoes and as some sort of inter-
mediary betwecn one's skin and bamboo sléts.

0 Didn't these men while at 55 Kilo have any
clothes at all?

A liany of them only had a pair of ragged shorts
in which they had worked on the railway, their shirts
having long ago disappeared in rags with sweat and wear
and tear.

0 Then in your statement the other day, page
11425 of the record, "the men had no clothing," is a
little exaggerated, is that it?

A In the sense that it was not a nudist colony,
yes. l

0 Now, you also testified that tropical ulcers
were prevalent in both Malaya and Sumatra before the
Japanese came in, is that correct? .

A That is correct, but I drew attention to the
fact that these ulcers were something quite different.

Q I remember that, Doctor. These tropical

ulecers are also due to lack of vitamius, is that right?

A The tropical ulicers which we saw in lMalaya
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;
' and Sumatra occurred in well-fed men. There was no

s

[§8)

'deficiency of vitamins and so I would say that vitamin

(S5 ]

lack played no part. They are due, as we know, to a

“|mixed infection. I won't go.into technicalities here.

A}

| In other words, such ulcers are superficial. They do

not invade the investing sheath of--

| Q  Vell, we don't want to go into that now.

"| A You don't want that?
B

No. So tropical ulcers is a disease which is |

i more or less prevalert in jungle territory, is that so?

li A Yes.,

jj 0  How long were you at Kile 552 |

> A From the 12th of July to the 24th of December. |

i: THE PRESIDENT: Are barefooted men more likely

1; to get tropical ulcers than others? | |
. 3 THE WITNESS: I beg your pardon? ’

. THE PRESIDENT: Does the absence of boots play

1o | @0y part in tropical ulcers?

5B THE WITNESS: Yes, the bare skin exposed to

abrasioh in the jungle by bamboo scratches and by bifs
22 | of stone flying up from the area worked certainly was

>3 | the primary cause of the ulcer.
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0 Japanese soldlers were also exposed to the
possibility of getting scratches and abrasions on their
bare legs, too, isn't that so?

A Yo, they were well clad and they had their
lezs well protected.

Q Didn't they wear shorts, too? Didn't. they
“7ear short trousers in this hot weather?

A As I saw then on the reilway they wore puttees
and trousers which ccvered the knees comnpletely.

0 Fov about when you saw them when they weren't
1-

cen the reilroad?

A The only ores that I saw wearing shorts were
those not engaged in heavy work, reaning officers --
officers, thenselves.

O Fow deo you account for the fact that they got
ulecers, too?

A  Well, it is obvicus that some of then fron

tive to time w-uld be exposed to slight scratches.

Ee]

Doctor, you testified to a typical dzy while
you were at Kiloc 55. Remerber that?

A  Yes,

@ And vou say now that vou were there fron July
to Decernber; is that correct?

A Yes.

o) And =2mong some of the things yvou did on a
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typicel day, you stated that "In the afternocn nro-
ceeding tec arputate nine or ten legs..." Now, that
wasn't a dailv occurrence during those five months,
was it?

4 No, I stated that I took off 114 legs, my
colleagues 2 few others in thet camps and I think
arithmetic wculd show that we didn't do that =11 the
tire.

@ You had coeonaine there f~r the purpose of

3
n
1.3
¥
}-

(#2]
IJ
o

it as a spinal anesthetic, is that right?

[
=i

es.

0 Did y-u have cocaine at any other camns?

A The bottle ~f cocaine was given to me by one
of our dental officers. He carried it with him from
Singapore as part of his own kit fron Auvstralia.

@ Deetor, perhaps you didn't understand the

guestion., I as%ed wvou if vou »ad cocaine at the other

canns.,
B0
0  “Then did wou visit 50 Kile Carmp, and for how

long a2 pericd of time were vou there?
A Soretire in Novermber, and I svent a day there.
0 Didn't give you ruch opportunity to examine
the entire camp, then, did it?

A Yes.
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) How large a carp was it?

A  Something like the 50 Xilo, ab~ut 1800 paces,
sortiething like that. I was able to gc arcund 2nd see
b2d cases and edvise a little to the medical officers
there, see their worst problenms.

0 Doctor, will y-u describe for vs a typical meal
that these prisoners of war received?

A Breakfast, ricej; lunch, rice and vegetable soup;
dinner at night, rice and vegetable soup. With each
neal or sometines twice a day only, some drink, either
tea or b-iled water.

N Did they receive ony neat?

A Wh~t neat was receiv-d was nade intc a stock
for the vegetable soupe It was not enouzh to make any
man have a little plece 211 to himself.

0 Yiell, what did ycu mean the other day when
you testified that the meat raticn was cut down a third?

A Just whet I said.

Q@ Y-u mean, now, they didn't have a separate
supply of reat to eat; just that it was put in the
scup, is that it?

A  Yes., If one cut up the meat to give each man
a plese -~ we did try that in one camp -- you cculd
get a tiny, 1ittle cube abcut a centimeter in size.

~  How nany occasions during this entire veriod
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of tine did you have to chserve whot Japanese soldiers

A Oh, on meny cceasions I, myself, was a guestj

I should sa2y on three cccasions.

A A guest. I was ordered--

N Do I understand the Japanese scldiers invited
vou to eat with then?

A Yese At the 595 Kilo Camv on one occasion
I observed their neal because I was cormanded, with

diesdl offic

)

(
M

21l my ™

rs, to corie in and eat with
then.

0 Do you know 1f they invited any other
priscners of war to eat with then?®

A Ch, yes. On meny occasions Japanese guards --
that is, Japanese oroper -- would give a litile rice
or give a little sormething tc a prisoner of wer. The
individual HCO and private was not ungenerous to
prisoners of war, being a Japanese.

0 In other words, thevy were willing to share

1

what they had, 1is that 1t?

A Well, not in a general sense. They did that

sporadically, when the spirit rmoved then,

o Did the fare that the Jananese soldiers

recelved vary naterially from what the prisoners of war




14 |

15,

16

17

18

11,478
COATES : CROSS

recelved?

A Yes., They had, as 2 rule, nore seasoning
and they rad fish and more neat.
But aside from having a 1little more, was the
food they received the sane type, sarme kind that' was
given to the nrisoners of war?

A . Yes, it was, but they had additionzl stuffs,

("D

Did they have cnions and sweet potatces at the
other camps?
A Tell, I couldn't give vary much of an cpinion

trhere. I can recall on a trek from the southern part

T Burna up to Tavoy, arriving late one night with a
1ot of sick, and the Japanese sergeant, after having
alloweé rne to put the sick in some old railway coaches,
invited ne to spend the evening around a fire and we

cons l““chUlte 2 nice neal,

Q I gather fron wh vyou have been saying toéay,
Doctor, the Japanese soldiers were quite friendly with

you, is that right?
A In patches ther were,
0 . How, you don't khow -- scrate" that. Aside

fror these fev cecasions then you saw them eating sweet

potatoes and onions, vou don't know whether the supply
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of svizet potatoes and onions ¢ontinued during the entire
pericd of tine for the Japanese soldiers while you were
there?

A o,

Q@ Then, vou went down to Nakompaton -- when was
it, in December '42, is that right?

A Yes,

D
=
2

there wvou received Red Cross supplies, is
that right?
A In May we received 2 very swmall cquantity, and

They were not adgguate tc treat the sick. TFor examnle,

n

-+

theres was snough enetine to give a half couvrse to
250 out of 1500 amoebic dysentery cases.

Q@ What else d4id veou receive from the American Red
Cross at that time®

A A large number cof things such 25 boot-mending

apparatus, some rubber tubing, some large ampoules of

-

glucose and saline, several barrels of Epsom salts, and

a lerge nurmber of éhndages, some thousands,
TPE PRESIDENT: We will recess for fifteen
nirutes.,
(Yherevpon, at 1045, = recess was taken
until 1100, after which the proceedings were

resumad as follows:)

|
|
|
|
|
|
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MARSHAL OF THE COURT: The International

| Military Tribunal for the Far East is now resumed.

THE PRESIDENT: Mr. Logan.
BY FR. LOGAN (Continued):
Q Doctor, did you finish telling us what was
in the American Red Cross supplies?
A No.
Q@ Well, will you tell us what else was there?

THE PRESIDENT: In regard to the quantity
received, is it worthwhile examining to any great
extent about it, Mr, Logan? It cannot be suggested
that it made up for any deficiencies in supplies from
the Japanese sources,

MR. LOGAN: It can be suggested, your Honor,
the Japanese did not use them, the large quantities
there.

TEE PRESIDENT: Well the evidence suggests
to me =-- I may misapprehend it -- that the Red Cross
supplies were a swall fraction of what was needed.

MR. LOGAN: Well, even if it was a small

supply, your Honor, and both sides needed 1t, the

prisoners of war got it; that is the point I am trying

to make. I only have one or two questions left on
this anyway, your Honor.

Q Tell us what else was in those supplies?
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A I can remember a lot, but I have with me
here the diary of the hospital Nakompaton, which
contains the thing in great detail.

@ Well, I don't want it in detall. Can you
classify it in some way?

A Yes, there was mepacrene, which is a drug
used for malaria. Six months afterwards that was
entirely consumed, even though it was used with great
care for the very had cases., Emetine, I have men-
tiored, enougn for a half a dose for only 250 of
150C amoebic cdysenteries; suliphur drugs: and such
like, useful lor bacillary dysentery; al:zo some
invalid food, but chat, unfortunately, had been de-
stroyed, and the packages, of which there was a
large number, were empty; nn surgical instruments,
aithocugh I had to sign for them, the Japanese doctor
irnformins me they had been lost.

Q Speaking about surgical instruments for a
mement, Doctor, what happened to yours when you were
captured?

A When I was captured I was & relic from a
sunken ship, and had nothing but my boots on and
my shirt ard hat and trousers.

Q Were you in the Amy before the war, Doctor?

A I was in the first World War for four and
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one-half years years, and I served in the militia

between the two wars as a volunteer in Australia.

Q But you were in private-practice when this

war broke out, is that right?

A I was in private practice, but I alsoc held
an appointment in connection with the military
repatriation defense hospitals.

Q@ What is the regulation dress for the
British and Australian troops in the tropies?

A I understand it is long trousers with some
gaiters and boots, a shirt with long sleeves, hat.

Q Arentt short trouscrs and short-sleeved
shirts regulatisn dress; tropical hats?

A Vo, I understand the short pants are only
used for walking-out dress, not for work in the
tropics.

THE PRESIDENT: What did the men, in fact,
wear before they were captured?

THE WITNESS: Some of our men wore lang
pants; others of them wore shorts, according to the
duties they were on at the time.

G Getting baek to these Red Cross goods,
Doctor, I suppose, if the Japanese wanted to, Fhey
could have withheld them from the prisoners of war,

isn't that right?

e
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A Yes.

Q At all these camps you were at, Doctor,

did they have machine guns stationed around them?

A  liachine gun nests were only built around
our camp in May, June, and July, 1945. There were
no machine gun nests 02 a comparable nature around
any other camp that I was in prior to that time.

Q When you say "of a comparable nature," by
that do T take it vhat there were machine guns around
some of these¢ oth:» camps?

A DNo, ! never saw any at ar;y time, any sort
of machine gun re+3s. Tlhere were. of course, guards
who walked around che curnp, <ré they were the sole
protection.

Q Now, these beatings that took place at
Naltompaton, to which you have testified, I under-
stand the conditions improved considerably after they
were reportei, is that right?

A There wou.d be periods after a severe
epidemic of beatings when protests were made and
there would be some improvement. There would be an
outbreak of the same kind againj; but, on the whole,
as I have said, knowing the Japanese' general employ-
ment of physical violence as a means of correction, I

was not very surprised.
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Q But you say these were Korean puards, is
that right?
A  Not only Korean guards. I observed, myself,
two Japanese officers do the same thing in our camp.
Q@ Now, Docter, these beatings were more or
less sporadic, weren't they?
A Yes.
Q And it was not the result of any plan on
the part of anybody to inflict punishment; it was
dependent on the individualds concerned, isn't that so?
A As I stated in my reports many times to the
Japanese, it did not appear to be clear to us why
they occurred. It was past our understanding in most
cases.
THE PRESIDENT: Did you see the Japanese
beating their own soldiers?
THE WITNESS: Yes.
Q It depended, didn't it, Doctor, on the
individual personality of the one who inflicted the

punishment?

A And the camp commander.
G Did you ever see any order issued by any ;

camp commancer thet punishment should be inflicted? |
A Yes. We frequently received orders which we

had to circulate to our prisoners of war that under
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all circumstances they wouid salute. It was im-
possible sometimes for a sick man to salute.

Q Well, what I had in mind, Doctor, perhaps
I didnt't explain it properly, was there any order
from the commander that'any of the guards should
inflict, by beating, punishment upon any of these
prisoners of war?

A The guards were given a free hand by the
Japanese to beat.

Q Did you ever see such an érder?

A  Such orders were published in Japanese,
and I could not read them; but I was informed so,
and also I have heard Japanese officers addressing
us and telling us that that was so.

G There again, Doctor, wouldn't that depend
on who was the camp commander?

A To some extent, yes.

Q Do you know of any order that was ever
issued by Marquis KIDO that prisoners of war should
be punished?

A  No.

Q Do you know of any order issued by him that
medical supplies should be curtciled and that prison-
ers of war should not receive food?

THE PRESIDENT: Why put those questions to
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1| him in view of his opportunities of knowing those

!
things, Mr. Logan, or lack of opportunities?

N

3 MR. LOGAN: He is accused of it, your Honor.

SN

] THE PRESIDENT: It is a waste of time, Mr.
| ;

3| Logan. If he could say Marquis KIDO gave no in-
“i structions that would be different.
7] : MR. LOGAN: Well, if your Honor please,

‘, . he is here testifying on these particular counts. E
9| THE PRESIDENT: He is not attacking Marquis E
" KIDO. ?
. MR, LOGAN: Well, I will pass it. |
g Q Notwithstanding these orders that you heard |

about from these camp commanders, youm tcll us that
when complaints were made to some of thém5 steps were
| taken to alleviate conditions, is that right? |
" 17? A Hes. ‘
- Q Doctor, after this bomb fell which killed
about a hundred prisoners of war, I believe you said
it was an Allied plane that dropped the bomb; then

you said that the same officer who spoke to you per-

29 | mitted the prisoners at that camp to dig slit trenches{
23 | What were the purposes of the slit trenches?
24% A To give protection from air raids.
25% Q There was part of your testimony, Doctor,
i that I didn%t quite understand. You went into great

1
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length in a statement to the effect that some officer
or someone in the Adjutant’s office, one of the clerks,
told you that these machine guns were set up around i
yvour camp to kill all the prisoners when the war

ended, They didn!t do that, did they, Doctor?

A He said that these machine guns nests and <
machine guns were set up to kill us in case of a
landing in Japan or an attempt being made to effect
our release.

Q@ But the point is they did not do it, did they?

A I am thankful to say they did not. !

Q It might just as well have been a rumor,
isn't that so?

A Well, I shouldn't think so. It didn't look
much like it, not much like a rumor when you see a

number of machine gun nests surrounding a camp,

pointing into your huts.

Q Well, we will pass that, Doctor. You say
that thirtv to forty per cent of the prisoners of war
in Thailand were in hospitals. Do you know that of
your own knowledge, or are you basing that on some
report or something? !

THE PRESIDENT: He could not know that of

his own knowledge, Mr. Logan.

MR, LOGAN: Thank you. That is all.
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TEE PRESIDENT: Mr.-Blewett.
CROSS-EXAMINATION (Continued)
BY UR. BLEWETT: ' |
Q@ Colonel, I presume you left Sumétra by reason
of the fact that there was a shortage of good medical
service, eand just so we have a logiczl sequence here
will fou tell me just what were the conditions of
your leaving Sumatra?

THE PRESIDENT: It won't help us to know
what happened before he left Sumatra.

AMR, BLEWETT:. It isn't before,.sir, «I jost
asked the witness if he would tell us the circum-
stances of his leaving.

THE PRESIDENT: I am sure it-won'+ help us,
Mr. Blewett., _

MR. BLEWETT: I will pass that sir.

Q@ im T right, Colonel, in eséuming that Mergui
was a place of disembarkation?

A Yesy,

Q How did it fit into the general POW plans?

A It wes 2 staging place for prisoners of
war being tasken up to Burma by ship, 2nd there was
constructed‘an girdrome and other things by the
prisoners of war during their stay there,

Q Well, then, your first point -- your first
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destinction, 2s a metter of fact, in so fer as your
professional work was concerned was at Tavoy, is that
right?

A No. A4t Mergui I functioned as the senior

medical officer.

Q But the hospital -- 1t was &t Mergui; I wasn't

sure; there had been one other - was that set before-
hend or was it an emergency?

A The seriously sick were housed, as I said
before, in some huts of the civil hospitel.

THE PRESIDENT: I think the cross-examin-
ation must almost necessarily be repetitive; Hr.
Blewett.

MR. BLEWETT: Well, not guite, sir, I
wanted to get the location on this mep for kilos,
but I shall pess over that and ask the witness a
question along another line, sir.

Q@ Would you say, Colonel, thet the hospitals
in which you were loceted were pretty much along
the southern line of the railroad?.

A The word "hospital," sir, is hardly the term.
I would call them depots for the very sick. There
were no hospitels in the true sense of the term in
which I wes ever loceted.

Q What plans, if you know, did the Japanese

|
[
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have in contemplation on this huge undertaking as
to the care and maintenance of victims of accidents
and diseases?

A I have no knowledge of eny of their plans,

Q From your professional knowledge &nd ex-
perience, was it conceivable that the Japanese could
foresee thet there would be such a great number of
unfortunetes?

THE PRESIDENT: It 1s for us to determine
that, reslly, Mr. Blewett.

MR. BLEWETT: I would think, sip, that the
witness' testimony as to an undertaking like this

end the events thet occurred, he might be zble to

give us the informetion which would be of some value .

as to tke prepezrations beforehand, the lack of them.
THE PRESIDENT: TWe must determine whether

it was excuscble or inexcuseble.

Q Do you know, €olonel, sctuzlly whether or

o

not the one thoussnd prisoners of war reached 105

Kileo Camp and whether or not they were forced to work?

A I know that by reliable reports, sir.
Q@ That they actually were put to work?
A 1ES, Sil.

Q What scientific safeguards, if any, did
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the Jevanese have, in so fer as work is concerned, in
this jungle infested territory?

! The only ones I know are thet in a2 few camps
there wes,quinine to be given five grains a day --
that was my orders at the 75 Kilo -- to prevent
melaria. And late in the year thev did teke some of
our prisoners of war to join their sanitery corps
which was oiling in one camp. At the end 'of the
yeer they took blood smears from most of the prisoners
of wer thet survived; end rectal smeers as well. ¥
omitted that before, rectal smears.

Q Wes cny adequate hospitalization set up 2long
the line of whilch you are familiar, Colonel, at all?

I mean, 1n znticipation of the 1likelihood of there
being cesulties.

A There wes a series of huts at Tambesi which
received the sick we brought up from Tavoy. Along
the line there was no place -- no hospital. All
thet was ever uded for zccommodeting the sick were the
abandoned working huts. ;

Q Have you been on any large projects either
in your own country or any other country?

&£  No, but having served in the Firét Wer,
perticularly in the esrly phese, I !now something

about medicel conditions in such & place as, say,
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Gallipoli.

@ Vell, then, did it not seem to you,
Colonel, that'these conditions which prevailed had
not been anticipated?

THE PRESIDENT: How would he know it sculd
ﬂave been? It might have been sheer neglect. It is
for us to say whether it was excusable. I can sy no
more then thet, Mr. Blewett,

Q “hen you referred to a rice and raddish
soup on the trip to Mergui, Colonel, you didn't wish
to infer thet the Japanese had other food on bocrd
which they refused to serve you, do you?

£ No.

THE PRESIDENT: Thet is irrelevent, It is
immaterisl whether they brought it on bosrd or left
it behind, .XIf'they didn't provide it, they should
heve done so. ‘

Q Did the Jcpeanese have medical or other

supplies on hand which were actuclly refused to you and

your assistants?

£ | Yes,

Q@ Did any high ranking officer et ony time
refuse you medicines end supplies which you knew to
be obtainzble?

A There wes no high ranking medicel officer
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of the Jepenese Army in Burma. He was a First

Lieutenent only, the senior medical officer. I had
no contact with any other officers such #s the
Licutenant Colonel in cherge. I was too mezn a
person tc come under his direct supervisiocn.

Q Did you say whether or not the Jepanese
Army wcs below the stendard of medicine and hos-
pitalization of the British or /mericen Army?

A It would be unwise for me to comment because
I didn't sec o grect decl of the Japcnese medical
service, I s@w cnly those associcted with the
prisoner of war cauaps and those few odds &nd ends I
heve mentioned.

Q The terrific odds under wnich you worked end
the horrible scenes which you described, would 1t not
been correct to cssume thet the supplies were far
inadequete for the situetion?

THE PRESIDENT: The duty of the Jepenese
wes commensurcste with the needs.

Q Did you not observe, Colonel, that the
cénditions of global warfere would interfere very
seriously with the obtaining of medicine end
suprlies?

THE FRESIDENT: It is right beyond his

province. How could he help us on that?
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Q On what do you base your opin‘on thet the
Mergul Camp wes crowded by 75 per cent?

4  PBecesuse when the men lay down to sleep on the
floor et night there wesn't a2 squere foot of space to
be found in the camp, end thzt despite the feoet thet
quite & number of men were employed on duty or were
stending or sitting cbout.

Q /s ¢ physicilen and from your experience,

did you not believe it would have been good policy
end sound policy for the Jrpcnese to keep these
workmen in good sound condition?
THE PRESIDENT: Thet is argument, of course.
MR, JUSTICE MANSFIELD: I object to this line
of questioning as argumentative
THE PRESIDENT - The auestion is discllowed.

Q Would you not zgree, Colonel, that the fact
that the Jepenesc utilized your professionel obility
throughout these meny yeers wes some indicction thet
they were meking ¢ serious effort to clleviate the
conditions which you describe*?

THE PRESIDENT: It is for him to say what
he sew end hezrd, In dezling with the nzture and
trestment of disecses he mcy srezk &s an exrert.

KR. BLEWETT: You may answer,

THE PRESIDENT: He need not answer,
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rephrese that question, plecse?

Q From whet distence from the ezstern end of
the reilwey to the western end did you receive pctients?

£ The rzilwey ended before Nekazmpcton, thet is,
on its west side, as fer as we were concerned. And
so the petients thet ceme were the serious chronic
sick who would tcke more than six months to recover
who hed been ot work on the whole of the reilwey line
after it wes completed. Nekampcton wesn't £ comp
which wezs in use in 1943. - At tho time of the build-
ing of the railway it wes an asylum to receive the
czsulties after the railwcy had been built.

@ Did the number, therefore, remain quite static
from the time of its inception &nd during your stay
there?

L No. The total number that passeé¢ through
the hospitel cemp wes 10,000, and the static popula-
tion of sick there wes roughly 5,000. In other words --

THE PRESIDENT: We will adjourn until hz1f
past one.

(Fhereupon, at 1200, & recess wes

|
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AFTERNOON SESSION

The Tribunal met, pursuant to recess, at
1330.

ALBERT ERNEST COATES, called as
a witness on behalf of the prosecution, resumed
the stand and testified as follows:

MR. BLEWETT: If the Court please, I was
inquiring on a theory which I thought the witness
would be able to testify to. On further study I have
decided to delay that until the proper time for pre-
sentation.

TEE PRESIDENT: Mr. Cunningham.

CROSS-EXAMINATION (Continued)

BY Mr. CUNNINGHAM:

Q Ir. Witness, have you testified concerning
the facts that you have outlined here before any
other Tribunal?

THE PRESIDENT: He gave evidence before me
but I was not a tribunal; I was a commissioner. The
war was on and I could not hesr the Japanese; in any
event, they would not have come to me. I believe when
I examined him the war had concluded. Mr. Justice

Mansfield was a joint commissioner with me. He may
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have been examined by somebody else but I do not

think so but you can ask him.

e}

MR. CUNNINGHAM: I might say that that was

W

4 | news to me, your Honor. That was not what I was

s | driving at at all.

6 THE PRESIDENT: 'ere you examined by any |
' 7 | other Tribunal? i
8 THE WITNESS: No, sir. %
9 G Have you testified in atrocity cases against ?

10 | any Japanese since the end of the war?
11 L No, only in a general way. At the end of the

12} war I gave a picture to the Supreme Allied Command

b
W

on the affairs in Burma and Siam, a general account.

14 Q "hat was the purpose of that statement or

15 effidavit, or whatever the nature of it was?
3 A  Historical.

-

the nature of a report or evidence in any trial against

Do you know whether or not that was used in

—
o7
o e}

2 Japanese in atrocity cases since the war? '
. A I have no knowledge of such.

j: A Did you file any official complaint against

:ﬂ the commander of any of the camps about which you have '
;Z testified for the purpose of bringing the matter before

. any court or tribunal?

L Under interrogation in Melbourne I gave the
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names of a certain number of Japanese officers whom

I thought were responsible for certain bad conditions.

@ Do you have a record of those names?

A No, but I can remember them.

A ™3ill you give them?

A I mentioned Lieutenant Colonel NAGATOMO's
name and Dr. SUGUCHI.

Q@ Do you know whether or not either of these
men have ever been tried in atrocity cases?

A I have no certain knowledge.

€ Do you have any uncertain knowledge?

MR. JUSTICZ MANSFIELD: I object to the
question as irrelevant.

Q "hat was the purpose of this interrogation
in Melbourne?

A I think to obtain from me a general picture
of conditions in prisoner of war camps from which we
had just been released.

0 Was that confined strictly to an inquiry
concerning Australian prisoners of war?

A As far as I remember, yes.

0 Did you have any information or report back
on the results, or any inquiries later conducted, as

a result of the testimony or information which you

gave?
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A No.

0 Did you give all of the names of all of the
persons whom you considered responsible for all of the
mistreatment conducted in your presence or under your
supervision during your prisoner of war confinement?

A T mentioned certain names, particularly of
certain guards and junior Japanese underlings who had
not conducted themselves with propriety; but I didn't
consider it was my duty to lay specific charges
against individuals. That was more a matter for a
number of other officers who had had intimate rela-
tionships in that regard. I considered it my duty
to paint a general picture and give the Commission
in Australia an idea of the actual conditions, not
with any particular purpose of retribution but just
in an historical and straightforward fashion giving
the facts.

¢ Did you give a full and complete report
which parallels the information whidh you have given
here in this courtroom of--

4 Noi

0. To wvhat extent did you not give a full and
complete report at that time?

THE PRESIDENT: ™e do not want to know that

unless you suggest he is suppressing something we
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|

should hear.

1' Have you omitted anything in favor of the
2 Japanese? :
Z THE WITNESS: ' "ell, perhaps I hase had the 1
; opportunity only of mentioning here before the Court |
v one or two instances of a little kindness. There \
- were, I think, statements by me included in various

3 documsnts which indicate that immediately after |
9 capture we were not treated uncivilly.

10 THE PRESIDENT: Tell us all you can recollect

11 in their favor, if you have not already done so.

12 THE "ITNESS: These are a few instances:.

13 I remember at the time of capture, the Japanése

14 | medical ofrficer saw me in Pedang, in Sumatra, and

15; permitted me to carry on with the treatment of

161 wounded. Secondly, after a number of Japanese raided

17 a hospital in which I hzd a large number of wounded

18‘ Women, the same Japanese doctor protested on my be-

12 half to Japanese headquarters and had the place put

**' out of bounds to Japanese. Thirdly, when the i
5 Japanese local commender insisted that all the z

= seriously wounded people we had in the hospital |
o should be moved out into the prison camp, my protests

i again to the Japanese doctor bore fruit and we were

- allowed to retain them there for another two weeks.
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Shall I continue, sir? |

THE PTESIDENT: Yes, continue,

THE WITNESS: At Tavoy, a Japanese doctor
there, while admitting that he couldn't do anything
for us in getting us drugs, was not unsympathetiec.

At the time we removed our sick he personally came
down and saw us off on a 1ittle boat and said goodbye.

TEE PRESIDENT: "e want to know whether these
alleged atrocities were the result of a policy or
were just due to the misconduet of individuals.

TEE "ITNESS: 1In the 5% Kilo Camp, Burma,
when supplies were severely short and I had made
representations to Dr. AONUMA, who had been sent
there by Colonel NAGATOMO, AONUMA replied that he
was not permitted to 2llew us to buy any food in the
neighborhood or establish any canteen to increase

our diet, but when he personally caught some of our

men who carried on nocturnal negotiations to obtain

food, he did not punish them in the manner which one
might have exrected. I had with him as a doctor a
certain fraternal association., He had for me some
respect and I for him. It was he who said to me as
I pointed to the bare floors in the my kumi, "I am
sorry; that is all I have to offer."

BY MR. CUNNINGHAM: (Continued)
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Q I believe that covers that proposition.
Now, in your prisoner of war camp, did you have
your own organization for the conduct of the affairs
of the camp?

A In Burma at the 55 Kilo Camp there were few
medical orderlies because most of the medical order-
lies were employed as laborers on the railway line.
Consequently, the‘organization was only a skeleton
organization. At Nakompaton after the railway line
was finished, as I stated in my evidence, the Japanese
allowed me one doctor and ten medical orderlies per
thousand plus, of course, the three NCOs: but the
actual workers were one doctor and ten medical
orderlies per thousand. They allowed me to organize
the doctors in the camp for their specific function
and to hold clinical meetings where the doctors met
together to discuss their problems. That I much
appreciated. In the early stages the Japanese
doctor himself favored us with his presence. Later
he informed me that he was not permitted to attend our
meetings and from then on the relations between the
Japanese medical staff and ourselves became purely

formal.
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Q Was that not what was expected rather than
what had preceded 1t?

A I state that because I think, from my
fairlyv long asscciation with some of these Japanese,
that there were men who would liked to have made
closer contact with us, but that the iron machine
of the POW organization did not permit it.

Q Was there anv organized interference on the
part of the Japanese to prevent you from alleviating
the situation as much as you could in your own camp?

A Yes. Tor example, the building of beds. We

could have constructed beds for some of our seriously

sick with the material in the camp, but that was not

allowed. That to me was a thing I couldn't understand.
Bevond that, the restrictions and the petty pin-pricks
and esometimes verv serious ones in a hospital were
such that it militated against the effective treat-
ment of the sick. In a report to the Japanese, of
which I have a copvyin mv diaries here, I pointed

ovt that at the end of 1944 that though that hospital
was the best in Nakompaton, I mean, that we had seen
it was very far from what we had expected of a

country of the status of Japan. I stated that the
hospital had too much the appearance of a Japanese

prison camp, which we ¥new only too well; that




N

P~

9

10

11

2

CoclES ChusSs

beatings were “ar too freguent, and the various
restrictions that were placed on our activities
prevented us from doing the work which I felt the
Japanese medical authorities desired we shouvld do.

If T might quote another thing: A Japanese Colonel,
full Colonel, visited our camp on an inspection
somewhere about Cctober, 1944, T requested that I
should put before him some of our needs, particularly
for the feeding of the very sick, which the Japanese
had never undertaken. Thz request was refused, but

I was asked to join a procession the following dav.
Bv a stratagem I managed to make contact with the
great man, the Colonel, and speak te him. Asking

who T was, he said, "Are vou recovering the patients?"
I replied, "Not as well as we would like, for want of
more fat, protein, that is, meai, vitamins, and more
drugs." The records of Nakompaton which I hrve show
that the diet improved, and by Christmas time we had
a much hanpier time in that camp than we had ever had
before. TI thin» that is about all, sir.

Q Now, this treatment you have described last
was at the hands of a full C>lonel of the Japanese
edical Corps or Japanese Army?

A 1 was informed th2t he was a medical officer.

Q Then would vou take it from that that it was

A i conciad i
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more or less théhpgiigy éfwghe Medi5517Corbs of the
‘ Japanese Army to do its best towards the care cf
f the American and other prisoners of war?
| A I can onlv infer that at that particular g
stage of the war it was the policv of the lMedical

Corps of the Japanese Army to help us, but I believe --

it is mv personal opinion -~ that many Japanese

medical officers wevld 1liked to have done something to f
have helped us. |

Q It isn't your claim, Colonel, is it, that 5
the Japanese mecdical officers would be violating

their instructions by following such a course?

A T have no knowledge of the relationship |
between the Japanese 'edical Corps and the G. and A. ;
Staff of their army. I have no‘knowledg@ whatever.

THE 'MONITOR: Colonel, what is a G. and A. ;
Staff?

THE WITNESS: General, and Adjutant
General's Staff. |

N Was that the highest ranking Japanese
officer with whom you had contact ‘@ll of the time
you werae a prisoner of war under the Japanese?

A It is the highest ranking officer with
whom I spoke, but T haprened %o walk around within i

i

about twenty vards of a Japanese General, SADA, at
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the 30 kilo camp, as mentioned in my evidence.

Q@ Was the same Colonel whor you have mentioned
in companv with this Gen~ral, or was that on another
occasion?

A The incident with Gen=ral SASA was in early
'43 and the affair with the Japanese ledical Colonel
was in late '44.

0 from '43 to '45, to the end of the war,

did conditions better as time went on?

A "rom late 1944 onwards to the end of the
war conditions with regard to food improved verv
definitely. The reasons for that were manyv fold;
one was that we had a canteen, which the Japanese
permitted in Nakompaton, and we were able with the
money earned as prisoners of war to purchase quite
a lot of food. Nevertheless, our diet even at the
end of the war, as shown by gravhs in my pcssession,
was far below a normal diet in proteins, fats and
vitamins, but those of us who had been accustomed for
so long to live on light Oriental rations had, as
it were, a low bodily requiroment, so we didn't

look or feel as ill as we might have been.
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Q@ Now, Colonel, in order to crystalize this,
are there any instances, shining examples, you might
say, that you would 1like to mention to this Tritunal
of thne improvement in the treatment of you by the
Japanese from the time, say, 1944, until the end of
the war?

A Yes, I regard the hospital at Nakompaton --
with its many faults it was far below what one would
expectsy nevertheless, it was such an improvement, and
the facilities which we werec allowed ourselves to make
indicated that the desire of the Japanese medical
staff was to see as many men recover as possible. I
should like to mention two officers in that camp,who
were not medieal offiecers, who gave us all the help
within their power. One was an interpreter by the
name of Doctor NATSUSHITA and the other was Lieutenant
WAKAMATSU.

Q One last question, Colonel. After you got
organized into your role as prisoner of war, did you
begin getting mail and packages through the Red Cross

and news from home and other incidental things which are

slow in coming about?

A First news from home I received was three and
a quarter years after my capture. The first Red Cross

material that came to our camp was an ounce of butter
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per man on one occasion in October 1943. The next lo$
of Red Cross stuff was, as I have mentioned-~-only on
one oceasion did we receive Red Cross parcels and then
that was one parcel for thirteen men, and thot was in
the middle of 1944 at Nakompaton. I repeatedly
applied for books, papers and something to help
intelligent men to keep from rusting. Even for the
medical men I considered it desirable that we should have
some journals, but they never came.

MR. HANAI: I am counsel HAWAIL.

TH PRESIDENT: Counsel HANAI,

CROSS~-EXAMINATION (Continued):
BY LMR. HANAI:

Q The witness stated that as a result of the
application of rules concerning diet given to the
patients among the prisoners of war a3 your csup? ve
at the camps at Nakompaton and Kamburi, the ration of
mcat was decreased to one-third of the norm2l and that
of rice to one-h2lf of normal, Does it mean that before
this measure, these rules applied in those prisoner of
war hospitals, their regular rations in meat and in rice
were three times and two times more respectively; is
that true?

A Yes, At Nakompaton we were informed on the

4th of April 1944 that the camp would no longer be
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| regarded as a camp of workmen, but as a camp of sick

men and that the appropriate ration scale would be
adopted, namely, one-third of the amount of meap -
and the rice was not quite right, sir == I think it is
two~thirds rice and two-thirds vegetables on a sliding
scale. But the big thing was the amount of meat was
reduéed to one~third.

Q@ Was meat abundantly given -- issued -- to
the Japanese troops?

A At Nakompaton I have no knowledge what the
Japanese troops received as they lived in a separate
compound from ourselves. That there was abundzant
meat in the neighborhood was obvious because we could
buy with money which we could secure, and at the end
of the war I was able to buy large quantities of meat
the day following the declaration of armistice.

Q You testified that you bought fonstuffs
secretly to replenish your nutrition. How could you
buy those foodstuffs secretly?

A4 That was for a short period at the 55 Kilo

camp in 1943 in Burma. As some of our patients recovered|

| they were able to carry out little trips outside the

camp at night, make contacts with the Burmese natives
and purchase food with which -- with money supplied

by our officers in the camp., It is my considered

et i Sbindwae st s e e Y T e e —

|
|
|
|
F
|
i
f
i
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opinion that but for that food so purchased a great
number more men would have died in that camp, and I
think that the Japanese docfoﬁ who was aware of these
negotlations after some men had been esught, did not
act as he might have done, but he winked his eye.

In other words, he disobeyed orders for the sake of
humanity.

Q You have stated that at hospitals in Nakompaton
and Kamburi recovered patients became the source of
blood supply and supply of nutrition to those who were
more seriously ill.

A . Yese.

Q@ However, is it not a2 fact that those who have
sufficiently recovered to be able to give transfusion
of blood to other people were allowed to stay in the
hespitals -- still allowed to stay in the hospitals?

A  Yes, they were employed as workers in the
hcspitals, and, of course, we had the unfortunate
trouble of having to use the same worker many times
to give his blood.s Fifteen hundred transfusions were
given in that camp in a few months.

Q Are you aware of the fact, rather were you
aware of the fact that the punishment of Japanese

soldiers such as guards and others were not carried

out in the presence of prisoners of war?




10
11
2
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

COATES CROSS

R =T

Q In that case docs it not follow that you do
not know whether the Japanese troops ~-- soldiers --
were punished for having mistreated PW's?

A As I said yesterday, I saw one Japanese
sergeant beat up and punish a guard for maltreatment
of a prisoner of war. On the other hand, I have seen
many times guards bcaten up by Japanese officers, so
that some punishment at any rate was carried out in
view of the prisoners of war.

Q But are you not aware of the fact that the
Japanese side -- the Japanese jArmy -- tried as much as
possible to avoid carrying out punishment in the
presence of prisoners of war?

A I know nothing of the rules and internal

arrangments of the Japanese Army.




10

11

12

14
15
16

17

19
20

21

235

24

25

11,513
COATES CROSS

In instences such as malaria, amoebic dysen-
tery and tropical uleers, zre they not indigencus
to the places eou are?
A Do you mesn the places we were in, in Burma,
or where we are now?

0 In Burma.

L

A Malaria is feirly common in Burns, So is dysenf

Q@ Then, does it not follow that those who are
hot natives ~r trose who are not accustcned to thot
particular locality have very little, weak resistance
t~ those diseases?

A We people are the first to get over thaot by

inoc..ation, by proner preventive mecsures, and by the

appropriate enployment of drugs and diet for the treat-

nent of sufferers.
Q TIHowever, it is only ivhen these facilities were
available, is it not?
A Oh; ves, Without such fa¢ilities such as
appropriate drugs it is a hazerdous affair to live in
such a jungle.

Q You have testified that charcoal from the

kitchen was used in the place of drugs. For what

purpose -~ what illness, particularly, wes this used?
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A

Q

Dysentery.

Is not charcozl preseribed, including the

preseription as an absorbent, for dysentery?

A

2 - PR
dysentery.
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And a man is wise, in the tropics, to have a
rapecal in ease be has the diarrhea fren Time
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gaerins

Was this chareoal, the charcoal in grestion,

pecially nacde Tor the purpese of using 4t as =

was it just taken fron the kitchen, teken

ot the kitiechen?

he charcoal to be used

The ehareoesl that we vsed atb -the £ire inm

] 1

consisted of the crushed ashes.

Then, 7ou don't “now whether 1t was specially
it was taken cut of charccal
ed 2s fuel?

TR MONITOR: Slight coerrection on that:

Then you do not know whether this was crushed
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from the charcoal spceislly made for the purpose of

drug or fronm the fuel that wes used in the kitechen?
A ¥es, I dos My orderlies used €©o go to the

kitehen and rake oul the ashes from uncer the quarles

> -~ - 3 - o A -~ - - 7 AV A Yooy =
rice and grind up the ashesy 2nd that wes the echare

0 Are you awere of whe dractice, old preetice

in the Bast, that is, hat of using burnt ond car’onized
plants and cnirals, using these burnt -end carbonized
plants or sninals as drugs®?

MR. JUSTICE MANSFIELD: I obiect, if the
Iribunal plense, as I submit it is entirely irrelevant
to: the 1ssues before the Ceurt.

TEE. PRESIDEITT:  Yeu may ask hin if ‘sninal ohid
vegetoble charcosl was used.

TIE WITNESS: Vegetable chzrecosl was used
nanely, the wood was burned o cook the food a2nd the
ashes 7hick remained formed the ekarcosl -- burnt wood,

O as a doctor, co you know anything zbout the

n

effect, or, rather, effectiveness of so-called carbonized

A  Yes, I know that esrbonized plants -~ in other
words, tiharcoal -- is a2 very good absorbent; and we use

1ty dn oy conbtry,

=

or a 'wariety of discases, Tor thak

purpose only, sbsorbing

e
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a reprisal for the sinking of & Japanese ship b7 the
Arericans. But he! inforned no'that out of the goodness
of heart of the Japanese they would allow us to have

.
sore. So he supplicd me with thirty-five boxes con-
-

toining empoules of salt water., Fortunately, at that

stage we could nake all those things ourselves.

0 Did you cver find if any of these ships had

been sunk?

N

A The irneident I

)

have rcelcted is 211 I have
knowledge of.

Q . Now, were ¥herc ecry -—- I will steile thaks
Yecu were discussing certain officials who were

-

responsible thot you stificd abhout at a previous

O

hearing. How, were there any other o7ficials of equal
rank and position whom you dié not mention beecsusc

)
you did nct believe they were résponsible for any of
the aecis?

A To ny %nowledge, -I think therc is cnly one
pcréon thot I mede any'specicl refcrence to, and thet
was a2 peculiarly objecetiomsable interpreter. He was a
Korean,

8] How, Dnoctor, in these c-nps were you a part
of the prisoner-of-war adninistrstion stoff?

4 It voried. In the prinitive camps in ihe

Burma jungle I lived with the men and I was known as
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Mthe o0ld man."

|
|
l

v

Q@ Vhat I hed particularly in nmind is wrether

you w~uld have been in a position, 2as an administrator

in thc camp, as a »prisoncr—of=i

camp, to have had knowledge of

tions furnished by the Japanesc te

Tor adnministration,

A Yes. . Phose ruales were

yor

known o8 "“house rules®™

for vrisoncr~of-war cemps, 2and I had a copy of these

gt all the cannsa

THE PRESIDENT: We i

(‘Thereupon, ot 1

taken until 15004 after w

were resuned as follows:)

11 recess for Pifteen

445, o reocess wos
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MARSHAL COF THE COURT: The International
Military Tribunal for the Far East is now resumed.

THE PRESIDENT: ' Captain Brooks.

BY MR. BROOKS (Continued):

Q Doctor, we were discussing the house railes.
Now, were they the same in each camp?

A In 1943, in Burma, they were the same because
they were rules issued by Lieutenant-Colenel NAGATOMO.

G And did this Lieutenant-Colonel have charge
of all the prisoners of war in that area?

A He did.

THE PRESIDENT: Do you know what those rules
provided, Solonel?

THE WITNESS: Only the detailed affairs in
regard to he camp: saluting of guards, the way you
did your washing, and that sort cf thing; minor domes-
tic matters, nothing to do with the big control of the
priseners of war.

THE RRESIDENT: Did they set out what the
food, clothing, housing, and medical supplies should
be?

THE WITNESS: No, sir.

THE PRESIDENT: They are hardly worth dis-

cussing at any length, Captain Brooks.
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BY MR. BROOKS (Continued):
Q Do you have a copy of such rules?
A I haven't one in my possession here, but

thewe is one in the bag of documents somewhere.

Q Can that be made available if the defense ,
requests you to produce it?

A I don't know. I can't answer that in the }
affirmative. I don't know. I would have to look
through it and see.

Q Now, Doctor, were you familiar with the
Japanese Army regulations dealing with these subjects?
Did you see the Japanese Army regulations, for in-
stance, prohibiting the beating of prisoners?

A No.

Q Did you ever see any of the other types of
regulations than these that you have spoken about that
were army regulations for the Jaranese Army for c&r-
ing for the affairs of prisoners?

A Yes. I had to make such rules known, such
as, for example, if a man tried to escape, he would be
shot; general rules of that kind.

Q Would you say that these house rules,or some
of the practices conducted in some of the camps where

you were, were in violation of the Japanese Agmy

S s e e SR e

regulations covering said subject?
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; MR. JUSTICE MANSFIELD: I object, if the
| Tribural please, on the ground that the witness's
3 opinion would be irrelevant.
- THE PRESIDENT: The objection is clearly
s upheld.
6

MR. BROOKS: I was not asking for his opinion,
_your Honor. He said he was familiar with some of the
Japanese Army regulations, and he does know about

9 .
house rules, and I was asking him for a comparison

. between the two, and the practices that he has spoken

i: about.

2 THE PRESIDENT: The construction of docu-

1; ments is for us when the documents are available,

i and they are not.

i MR. BROOKS: The defense will try to make
8 .7 | such documents available to the Court.

s | BY MR. BROOKS (Continued):

19 Q Now, Doctor, you discussed the orders -- in

20 | talking about getting this food with this doctor you

21 | said, "whose certain orders were disobeyed." Now,

22 | Whose orders were you discussing at that time? \
23 A  Presumably, the orders of Lieutenant Colonel
24 | NAGATOMO.

25 Q Do you know that there were orders by this

officer which were being disobeyed by *the doctor?
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A  Soon after his arrival at the camp he
kindly invited me to have a cup of tea with him, and
we discussed the question of our food problems. I
asked him particularly to see if he could make
available, if not more rations, facilities for us
to purchase from the local natives.

Q Did he give any reason for refusing sueh
request?

A He said he would submit the request to
Headquarters, and a few days later he infcrmed me
that that request was refused.

Q Do you know to what Headquarters the request
was forwarded?

A POW Headquarters at Thanbyuzayat.

Q And was there any report given?

A  The report he gave me was that we were not
permitted to make any contact whatever with the Burmese.

Q Now, you had some friends, apparently, in
the Medical, in the Japanese liedical -- some parties
that were friendly toward you in the Japanese lMedical
Corps. Did they ever state any reason for the lack
of medical supplies to you in any of your conversations
on food?

A DNo, it was a very delicate matter about

wrich they preferred not to talk.
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THE PRESIDENT: Did they say so?
THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.
Q Did they say why it was delicate?
A I would have to describe in some detail
the conversations that I had with Japanese to give
the correct impression here, sir.

TEFR PRESIDENT: To what did they attribute
the lack of medical supplies, if they did so?

THE WITNESS: ©No supplies available to them
to give us.

THE PRESIDENT: Did they say why they did not
have them?

THE WITNESS: No, sir.

THE PRESIDENT: I 40 not want to hear any more
about it, Captain Brooks. This obviously very fair
witness has been very fully cross-examined. Do you
really think you should continue much more with him?

MR. BROOKS: I only have one more.
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BY MR, BROCKS (Contlnued):
Q DNow, Mr, Witness, it has been dlsclosed that
there had been cases where former prisoner of war camp

commanders wzre rraised instead of accused by former

prisoners of their command and, in some instances,
where therse were nc acts of brutality, and in some
others where ti¢ very few acts of brutality were

severely punished. Do you know of any such instances
in any of the camps?

A speaking of camp commanders, I presume one
uses the term whether 1t applies to a corporal or a
sergeant or a lieutenant colonel, because the best
camp commander with whom I was ever associlated was a
sergeant; and that man -~ his name was KUMATA -- was
an English-speaking Japanese, a very kindly fellow,
for whoem I entertained a high regard.

Q Now, Mr, Witness, these camp commanders that
had been praised have stated that they felt that they
were following out Japanese Army regulatlons prohibit~
ing the mistreatment of prisonsrs and they were doing
their duty, no more, no less. Do you know whether
this sergeant or the ones that you have spoken about
had a similar attitude?

A It would be possible to compare such a

25 | smiling, kindly fellow who interpreted his regula-
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1} tions in the correct spirit, bearing in mind the

nature of his prisoners of war, Contrast him with

135

another type who was an arrogant, strutting, sword-

% carrying fellow who, apparently, iragined that he,

s too, was interpreting the same regulations,

& Q@ Then, would you say that the care or punish-
7| ment of the prisoners really depended on the dispe-

L 3? sition and attitude and interpretation of the guard or
9? officer in charge and the aggravation of the act in
uz% cach particular case? \

11 é A Yes, bv such men as KUMATA, many Japanese

laws were observed more in the breach than in the

13| observance, |

14 | MR. BROOK:: Thank you, Mr. Witness,

15 | VR, LEVIN: Mr, President, |
| |

e CROS&-EXAMINATION (Continued)
| BY MR. LEVIN:

@ Do you kncw whether or not the regnlztions
for the care of prisoners of war were in writing?

A The onlv rules that I saw were those issued

N

as house rules and rules which were issued by the camp

comranders, NAGATOEO in Burma or in Nakompaton by the
f lmncal command., These rules applied to the conduct of

prisoners of war, such as what thev were to do, not

what the Japanese were to doj we knew nothing of
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those.

@ With the exceptlion of Lieutenapt-Colonel
NAGATOI'0 with whom you conferr=d and the Ggneral
whom you saw, you did not have any meeting with any

of the higher Japanese officials, did you?

A& I communicated with two higher officers,
one, NAGATOMO in Burma, in 1943, and two, a €olonel,
Hedical, name unknown, Japanesz, in late 1944,

Q@ And the officers in charge of ths camps
where you were were of the grade of ldeutenant, is
that correct?

A No, 1t varied. At Tavey, a Sergeant; at
Retpu -- that is No, 30 k1lo camp -- a Sergeant;
at the 55 kilo, a Sergeant until I protested to
NAGATOMO, Then a Japanese iWdeutenant dledigal officer;
then, at the Nakompaton camp -- that was a large camp =--
we had a Llieutenant €olonel in charge.

MR, LEVIN: This, Mr. President, concludes
the cross-examination of this witness.

MR. JU-TICE IANSFIELD: No re-examination,
1f the Tribunal please.

THE PRE:IDENT: You are at liberty now to go

tack to Australia on the usual terms, Colonel.

(Whereupon, the witness was

excused.) |
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“"please, I ask the indulgence of the Tribunal to allow

MR. JUSTICE MANSFIELD: If the Tribunal

me to call at this stage.  Brigadier Blackburn, V. C.
He 1s at present here, and he is engaged, or will be
engaged, in an important public governmental inquiry
beginning the first week in January in Adelaide.

THE PRESIDENT: What i1s'his profession?

MR, JUSTICE MANSFIELD: He 1s a barrister,
a lawyer. His evidence refers to two camps, namely -~
two areas, namely, Java and Formosa where he was eon-
fined with the senlor officers of the Allied Armies.
I point out that he was, of coursey, a prisoner of
war for a long period. He has been away from his
home,

THE PRESIDENT: He may be interposed.

MR, JUSTICE MANSFIELD: Thank you.

Call Brigadier Blackburn,
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MARSHAL OF THE CQURT: I am not informed as
to his whereabouts, Mr. Justice Mensfield.
THE PRESIDENT: While we cre waiting for
nim--lr. Justice Mensfield, we understand thet it is
now your intention, if it has not slways been, in
those affidavit matters simply to tender the zffidevit
for identifications then to tender an excerpt merelys
but to read only a synopsis of the excerpt.
MR, JUSTICE MANSFIELD: Thet was the provoszl.
THE PRESIDENT: Then you intend to serve on
the defense in English & copy of the effidavit in full,
a copy of the excerpty and 2 copy of the synopsisj and,
in Japenese, a2 copy of_the excerpt and @ copy of the
synOpsis. The defense, in those circumstances, would
be a2t liberty to drew to the Court's attention enything
in the affidavit which does not appear in £he excerpt
or in the synopsis. They would do that by tendering
the part omitted upon which they would rely, and will
do it in the course of giving evidence for the defense.
In that way, every particlé of the affidavit could
be drawn to the Court's attention. If I understand
the attitude of my collesgues, 2 majority fevors the
course that you propose and approve of it, and fhat
is the Court's decision,

(Whereupon, Mr. Brooks came to the lectern.)
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THE PRESIDENT: We have heard all the ergument
we intend to hear.
Swear in the witness.

ARTHUR SEAPORTH BLACKBURIN, called
as & witness on behaif of The prosecution, belng
first duly sworn, testified as follows:

THE PRESIDENT: Mr. Levin.
MR. LEVIN: Mr. President, in the ebsence of

Mr. Cunninghsm, on his behalf I went to renew the

objection he made to the testimony of the vprevious

witness; in other words, the points that he raised.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

What is your full name?

Arthur Seaforth Bleckburn.

And your rank?®

Brigadier.

And in March 1942 whet wnos your rank?
Brigedier of the Australian Imperial Forces.,
And where do you reside?

Grafers in South Australia,

In March 1942 where were you?

I was in Java.

D - B s T« — TR o - R G - S T - R

And were you the senior Australian officer in
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that area?

4 Yes, I was the general officer commanding 211
Australian troops in Java,

Q ind were you captured by the Japanese forces
in Java on the 12th of March, 1942?

A Yes.

@ 4And did you remain a prisoner until the
Japanese capituletion in August, 19457

& - Xes,

Q . During that period were you ever informed

| by Japenese officers of the vollcy of the Janznese

Government towards prisoners of war?

A I was frequently informed by Japoncse officers
that the policy of the Japanese Government was to treat
prisoners only under their principle of "Bushido;! thot
the principles of the Geneva Convention would be
applied only when it suited them, and that prisoners
of war had no rights whatever.

Q On the 13th of April, 1942, did you teake
command of a prisoner of war camp?

A On the 13th of April, 1942, I was brought to
Bataevia end placed in Cycle Camp where I assumed
command of the 2600 Allied prisoners of war in the
camp. That consisted at that time of Americans, British

and Australians.
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BLACKBURN DIRECT

Q What wes the housing provided for tﬁé-trooﬁs?

A We were housed in a Dutch barracks built to
accommodate one thousand native troops. The number
of prisoners in the camp varied from time to time
rcaching a maximum of 4,900; but at no time were any
extra buildings or kitchens or sanitary arrangements
provided.

Q Shortly after your zrrival, did any extraz
prisoners, survivors from any ships, errive?

A Shortly after my arrival approximately five
hundred officers and ratings, survivors from the
"Perth" and the "Houston" were brought into the camp.
They were in a pitiful state of neglect and ill-health.
They wcre semi-naked, most of them, and @ large number
of them were uvnable to walk without assistance.

Q Had they rceceived eny medical attention?

A They had received no medicel attention since
their capture on the lst of March; and practically every
man was suffering from malaria or dysentery or both.

I had to put practically everyone of them into my camp
hospital the same day they arrived. I applied to the !
Japenese for blenkets, clothing, towels, soap, et
cetera, for them. They were all degradingly dirty.
The application was refused.

Q What about drugs end medicines?
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A i applied for extra drugs and medicines for

| them. This also was refused.

Q What have you to sav about the issue of food
and medicines generally in that camp?

A The food at all times was completely inade-
quate ond all prisoners in the camp began to lose
weight very repidly. At no time did we receive anything
approaching the quantity of food epproved for prisoners
of war by the Jepenese. Practiczlly no medicines were
issued to us by the Japenese authorities, and after
the few drugs we had brought with us into the camp
were finished, we were practically without drugs
until we menaged to get them into camp by our own
means from outside sources in Betavia. I made frequent
protests both written and verbally over the shortage
both of food and drugs, but never received any setis-
fection in rcgerds to same.

Q What was the position with regerd to the
health and physical condition of the prisoners of
war up to the time you left that camp?

A  Sickness wcs very frequent in the eamp,
ineluding at lecst two severe epidemics of dysentery.
The heelthy generally, of the troops was stcadily detewi~
rorating and e large number died,.

Q@ What was the attitude of the Japanese towerds

|
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physical punishment of prisoners?

L Discipline was very harsh in the camp.
Physiceal beatings-up and brutelities wcre’a VETY
frequent occurrence.

Q Were protests made about that?

A I maede constant protests in writing and
verbally both to the camp commandant and to staff
officers from Japancse Haadquerters, but I ncver at
any time received any satisfection or any lessening
of the physical brutalities.

o In June, 1942, did any mass punishment occur?

A In June 1942 I wes ordered to obtain the sig-

nhature of every vrisoner in the camp to a form promisin

instant obedience to every order of the Jepenese Army.
Every officer and cvery enlisted men in the cemp
refused to sign the form unless the words "subject

to the oath of ellegiance we have alrecdy taken" was
added to the form. On the 3rd of July of 1942 I, in
conjunction with Colonel Searles, the senicr /imerican
officer in the camp, informed thc camp commzndznt thet
we would obtein the signatures if thosc words were
added to the form. We were informed that the words
would not be added to the form and the forms must be
signed. That afternoon an order wes issued imrosing

scvere mess punishments on the whole camp, and a very

[o]
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lerge number of officers and men were beaten up
end asszulted without eny rcason whetever being given
for the zetion. I was sent for by an officer from
Imperial Jopenese Headquarters in Jeva that afternoon,
end informed thet unless everyene signed, food and
mediecines throughout the camp would be vrogressively
deercased until we. did sign. Next morning notices
were posted throughout the camp that our lives would
no longer be guarantced. Mrchine guns were posted
throughout the eamp end 2 lerge number of extra-srmed
guards were brought into the eamp., Colonel Searles
end I end all hut commanders were seized by thc
sentries and locked up in the guardhouse. Every other
officer in the camp was marched out of the camp under
heevy armed guard,

THE PRESIDENT: We will adjourn until
half-past nine on Monday morning.

(Whereupon, at 1600, en adjournment
was taken until Monday, 2 December 1946, at
0930.)







