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INTRODUCTION :

The James G . Swan Papers document Swan's activities as lawyer ,

anthropologist and family man during the years 1852 to 1900 . Mos t

of the records were produced in the 1870s and 1880s during hi s

active years of work as a Notary Public, Judge, Pilot Commissioner ,

Hawaiian Consel, and collector of Northwest Coast Indian artifact s

and fish specimens for the Smithsonian Institution, and U .S .

Commission of Fish and Fisheries and National Museum . The extensiv e

record of Swan's outgoing mail from 1870 to 1900, and his incomin g

mail from 1852 to 1900 clearly document these activities . I n

particular, Swan's papers reveal his understanding of and reflec t

contemporary approaches to the anthropological study of India n

society and culture . A bibliography of Swan's published works i s

found in Appendix B .

Other portions of the James Swan Papers are held by variou s

repositories . The diaries (1841, 1859-1898) have been deposited i n

the University of Washington Library, Special Collections Division .

In addition, there are some Swan items in the Meany and Gate s

Papers as well as those of Isaac and Hazard Stevens . Swan ' s

annotated copy of John Meares' Voyages Made in the Year 1788 an d

1789 . London, 1790, is also in Special Collections Division . Si x

letterpress copybooks (ca . 1883 - 1893) are located at the Seattl e

Museum of History and Industry (EA 4-1125) as well as som e

incoming letters in the Leland Stanford Papers . The Smithsonia n

Institute has ca . 400 letters and documents sent to them by James
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Swan, (ca . 1860 - 1887) . The State Archives in Honolulu ha s

ca . 200 letters and documents (1884 - 1899) sent to Hawaii by Jame s

Swan . The Jefferson City Historical Society in Port Townsend ha s

a few boxes of material including three Willoughby manuscripts an d

four scrapbooks with annotated clippings . The private collectio n

of Frans Stenzel contains 125 drawings of James Swan . Some of th e

drawings were on display at the Portland Art Museum in 1959 .

Other items relating to James Swan can be found in th e

University of Washington State Archives (Governor Ferry Papers) ,

Minnesota Historical Society (Northern Pacific Railroad records) ,

National Archives at Seattle and Washington, D .C . (the Sand Poin t

Branch of NARA has a one volume "Docket and Records of James G .

Swan, U .S . Commissioner, Pt . Townsend", 1892 - 1897), Burke Museu m

at the University of Washington (letters re : 1892 Chicago World' s

Fair), Washington State Historical Society, Tacoma, Stanfor d

University Archives, Eastern Washington State Historical Societ y

at Spokane and Central Intelligence Agency ' CIA) .

After Swan's death, the papers were preserved by Jame s

Seavey, the executor of the Swan estate . They were purchase d

from the James Seavey Estate in 1989 with a grant from th e

Moveable Cultural Properties Office of the Federal Department o f

Communications, and the Rogers Fund of the Vancouver Foundation .
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B .9 Letterbook, 1869-1899

	

Box 12 :1-2

Incoming correspondence arranged chronologically
covering a wide variety of Swan's activities . The letter s
fastened in the letterbook date from 1869 to 1876 . Other
correspondence was found loose at the end of the volume wit h
some receipts and has been filed separately in chronologica l
order .
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University of Washington Librarie s
Manuscripts, Special Collections, University Archive s

Swan, James Gilchrist
James G. Swan Papers

1841-1909
3 cubic feet

Accession No . 1703

BIOGRAPHY

James Gilchrist Swan--anthropologist, judge, political advisor, school teacher, an d
promoter of Port Townsend (to mention just a few of his occupations)--was one of th e
most colorful personalities of the Washington Territory. Swan was born in
Massachusetts in 1818 and married Mathilda Loring in 1841 . He left his wife and two
children in 1850, heading to gold rush San Francisco . In 1852 Swan departed for
Shoalwater Bay (now called Grays Harbor) . He learned the Chinook jargon, and thi s
knowledge led Washington Governor Isaac Stevens to pick Swan as one of several
translators for treaty negotiations with the Indians of Western Washington during 185 4
and 1855. Swan then returned East and wrote a book, The Northwest Coast; or Three
Years Residence in Washington Territory . He later worked as Isaac Stevens's personal
secretary when Stevens served his first term as the Washington Territory's delegate to the
US Congress in 1857 and 1858 .

When Congress adjourned, Swan returned to Washington. He spent the next three year s
shuttling back and forth between Port Townsend and the Makah Indian Reservation a t
Neah Bay, supporting himself by writing for a variety of newspapers . In 1862 the Indian
Service made Swan the first school teacher at the Makah Reservation . Swan supervised
construction of the school while convincing Makah parents to send their children there .
Believing in acculturation, yet still valuing native ways, Swan taught English, farming ,
and sewing in his school. He was well-liked and respected by the Makah . Swan, who
was probably the first white person to learn the Makah language, spent his spare tim e
writing an ethnography of the Makah which the Smithsonian Institution later published .
Under criticism for failing to teach Christianity to the Makah, Swan resigned in 1866 and
moved to Port Townsend .

Swan passed the bar in 1867 and began practicing admiralty law . The following year, he
was appointed to the Pilotage Commission of Puget Sound, the agency which examine d
sea pilots and issued licenses. In 1882 he became a U.S. Commissioner (district court
judge) . He also took the position of Hawaiian Consulate to the United States at Por t
Townsend in 1882 . Swan held these jobs for the rest of his life, but he was not
particularly fond of them. They paid poorly, and Swan frequently took leaves of absence
to go in search of further adventures . He worked as a special agent for the Northern
Pacific Railway from 1869 to 1871, surveying potential terminuses . (Not surprisingly, he
recommended Port Townsend .) The Smithsonian hired Swan to collect Indian artifacts
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for the 1876 World's Fair in Philadelphia, the 1884 Fair in London, and the 1893
Exposition in Chicago. The Smithsonian thus funded Swan's collecting trips to British
Columbia and Southeast Alaska in 1875 and 1883 . He published two articles on the
Haida Indians from the notes he took on these trips . An appointment as Deputy Customs
Collector for Neah Bay allowed Swan to live at the Makah Reservation again from 187 8
to 1881 . The US Fish Commission asked Swan to write a series of reports on the fish an d
fisheries of the northern Pacific, permitting him to visit Neah Bay intermittently betwee n
1882 and 1891 . Swan spent the rest of his life in Port Townsend, dying there in 1900 . .

SCOPE AND CONTENT

The Swan collection is composed primarily of 63 volumes of Swan's diaries . The diaries
run from 1859 to 1898, although Swan occasionally went many weeks without making a n
entry. Richard Berg has created an inventory that summarizes which volumes cove r
which time periods. Berg's inventory also indicates that some volumes have material in
addition to diary entries . Volume #10, for example, contains Swan's notes on different
potential terminuses for the Northern Pacific . The Swan collection also contains type d
transcripts of diary volumes #1-10 (January 1859-October 1866) and volume #33 (May -
September 1883); these transcripts are easier to read than Swan's often cramped
handwriting. Lucile McDonald prepared the transcripts in the course of researching her
book, Swan Among the Indians. Volumes #20 and #33, which Swan kept while he was i n
British Columbia and Southeast Alaska in 1875 and 1883, have been microfilmed ; they
may be borrowed through inter-library loan .

In addition to the diaries, the Swan collection contains drafts of his articles on the Maka h
and Haida, as well as drafts of some of his fisheries' reports and newspaper articles . The
collection includes an apparently unpublished manuscript written in 1881 : "History of
the Commencement of the Makah Indian Agency at Neah Bay, Washington Territory . "
Also present are a sketch and notebook dealing with Haida mythology and art ; a smal l
handful of Swan's correspondence (1869-1900) ; financial records of Swan's collectin g
for the Smithsonian (1875-76); and business records of the Hawaiian consulate (1884-
89) .

ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION

The bulk of the Swan collection was given to Professor Edward Meany by Hamilto n
Platt, an executor of Swan's will . Meany donated this material to the University of
Washington in 1927, and it later became an unnumbered accession in Manuscripts an d
University Archives . Researchers later added photocopies of materials held by Swan' s
descendants on the East Coast . Lucile McDonald donated copies of six of Swan's letter s
and two Swan family histories in 1971 . This material was initially designated accession
1703, but was later merged into the unnumbered accession . In 1987 Richard Berg
donated a typed copy of a diary that Swan kept while visiting England in 1841 . The
diary, originally labeled accession 1703-2, was also later incorporated into the
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unnumbered accession. There was a single subtraction from the Swan collection :
Swan's annotated copy of John Meares, Account of Voyages Made in the Year 1788 and
1789, was transferred to the UW Libraries' Rare Book Collection . The entire accessio n
was reboxed and reinventoried in the fall of 2000. Richard Berg's inventory was updated
to reflect any changes in box numbers.

RELATED MATERIAL S

Microforms and Newspapers has one microfilm reel of Swan's correspondence with th e
Smithsonian Institution (1860s-90s), copied from the Smithsonian records in the Nationa l
Archives . Microfilms and Newspapers also contains microfiche copies of Swan' s
address to the legislature of British Columbia and his report to the Smithsonian, bot h
dated 1884 and both regarding the Haida Indians. Also kept here are nine microfilm reel s
of Swan's case files and correspondence from 1852 to 1900 (bulk 1870s and 1880s) .
These are copies of the James G. Swan papers at the University of British Columbi a
(IJBC) in Vancouver . The Swan papers at UBC are the single largest collection of
Swan's correspondence . Researchers may find it necessary to visit UBC since som e
letters are illegible on microfilm .

Smaller collections of Swan's correspondence are scattered throughout the state . The
Museum of History and Industry in Seattle has five of Swan's letterpress copybooks
containing outgoing letters regarding his government positions from 1883 to 1891 an d
personal correspondence from 1890 to 1896 . The Eastern Washington Historical Society
in Spokane has copies of Isaac Stevens's correspondence with Swan. The Jefferson
County Historical Society in Port Townsend has a dozen or so Swan letters, as well a s
series of newspaper clippings about him . Many of Swan's drawings, as well as his
diaries from 1898 to 1900, are in private hands and currently inaccessible to researchers .
Some of his drawings, however, have been published in Franz Stenzel, Early Days in the
Northwest: Prints, Paintings; Drawings by James G. Swan (Portland : Portland Art
Museum, 1959) .

Lucile McDonald, Swan Among the Indians: Life of James G. Swan, 1818-1900; Based
Upon Swan 's Hitherto Unpublished Diaries and Journals (Portland, OR: Binford &
Mort, 1972), provides a good, detailed biography . Ivan Doig, Winter Brothers: A Season
at the Edge of America (New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1980) also offers an
interesting, but less detailed, interpretation of Swan's life . William Katz, ed ., Almost Out
of the World: Scenes from Washington Territory, 1859-1861 (Tacoma: Washington
State Historical Society, 1971) reprints many of Swan's newspaper articles and contains a
list of all of Swan's publications . The University of Washington Libraries have copies of
Swan's three major works : The Northwest Coast; or Three Years Residence in
Washington Territory (New York: Harper & Brothers, 1857; reprint, Seattle : University
of Washington Press, 1972); "The Indians of Cape Flattery at the Entrance to the Strait o f
Fuca," Smithsonian Contributions to Knowledge 16 (1870); and "The Haidah Indians of
the Queen Charlotte Islands, British Columbia," Smithsonian Contributions to
Knowledge 21 (1874) .
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1841 — 1909
3 cubic ft .

Accession No. 1703- 1

INVENTORY

Box/Folders Dates

DIARIES
1/1 #1 Daily Journal 1859
1/2 #2 Daily Journal 1859
1/3 #3 Daily Journal 1860
1/4 #4 Daily Journal 1861
1/5 #5 Daily Journal 1861-62
5/1 #6 Daily Journal 1862
1/6 #7 Daily Journal 1863
5/2 #8 Daily Journal 1864
5/3 #9 Daily Journal 1865-66
6/1 #10 Daily Journal, Invoices, Letters an d

"General Description of Country West of Hoods Canal" 1866-80
6/2 Enclosures from Diary #10 1861, 1880, n .d .
1/7 #11 Daily Journal 1867
6/3 #20 Account Book [and] 1867-69

Journal of Cruise on U .S. Revenue Steamer Wolcott 1875
1/8 #12 Daily Journal 1868
1/9 #13 Daily Journal 1869
1/10 #14 Daily Journal 1870
1/11 #15 Daily Journal 1871
1/12 #16 Daily Journal 1872
1/13 #17 Daily Journal 1873
1/14 #18 Daily Journal 1874
1/15 #19 Daily Journal 1875
2/1 #21 Daily Journal 1876
2/2 #22 Daily Journal 1877
4/1 #23 Daily Journal 1878-79
2/3 #24 Daily Journal 1879
7/1 #25 Daily Journal 1879
2/4 #26 Daily Journal 1879
2/5 #27 Daily Journal 1879-80
2/6 #28 Daily Journal 1880
7/2 #29 Daily Journal 1880-8 1
2/7 #30 Daily Journal 1881
2/8 #31 Daily Journal 1882
2/9 #32 Daily Journal 1883
4/2 #33 Journal of Trip to Queen Charlotte Islands 1883
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Swan, James G.
Acc . #1703- 1
Page 2

Dates

DIARIES (continued)

4/3 Enclosures from Diary #33
Misc. Oversize Enclosure from Diary #33 : 1883

Box 7 "Statement of the Sealing Buisness at Neah Bay" OVERSIZED1880
2/10 #34 Daily Journal 1883-84
2/11 #35 Daily Journal 1884
2/12 #36 Daily Journal 1884
2/13 #37 Daily Journal 1884
2/14 #38 Daily Journal 1885
2/15 #39 Daily Journal 1886
2/16 #40 Daily Journal 1887
2/17 #41 Daily Journal 1887
2/18 #43 Daily Journal 1888
3/1 #44 Daily Journal 1888
3/2 #45 Daily Journal 1888-89
3/3 #46 Daily Journal 1888-89
3/4 #47 Daily Journal 1889
3/5 #48 Daily Journal 1889
3/6 #49 Weather Data 1889
3/7 #50 Daily Journal 1890
3/8 #51 Daily Journal 1890
3/9 #52 Daily Journal 1890
3/10 #53 Daily Journal 1890
3/11 #54 Meteorological Record 1890
3/12 #55 Daily Journal 189 1
3/13 #56 Daily Journal 1892
3/14 #57 Daily Journal 1892
3/15 #58 Daily Journal 1892
3/16 #59 Daily Journal 1893
3/17 #60 Daily Journal 1894
3/18 #61 Daily Journal 1895
3/19 #62 Daily Journal 1896
3/20 #63 Daily Journal 1897
3/21 #64 Daily Journal 1890,1898

8/1
DIARY TRANSCRIPTS

Table of Contents n.d .
8/2-12 Transcript of Diaries 1-6, 8-10 (by Lucile McDonald) 1859-66
9/1 Extract from Diary of Cruise to

Queen Charlotte Islands, B .C. for Smithsonian 1883

9/2 SWAN FAMILY HISTORIES n.d .
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Swan, James G.
Acc . #1703- 1
Page 3

Dates

9/3
INCOMING LETTER S

Holden, Luther L . 1901
McKeon, W . J . 1892
Newman, H. W. 1901
Washington World's Fair Commission (Blalock, Nelson G .) 1891

9/4
OUTGOING LETTERS TO

Blinn, Marshall 1869
Race, H. 1892
Swift, Emily 1888, 1892
Swift, J .H . 1886
Tolmie, William F. (ts .) 1879

9/5 Swan, Ellen M . (ts. & photocopies) 1893-94,1897

9/6
GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE OF H . RACE

H. Race to Lucile McDonald, re: Family History n.d .

9/7
WRITINGS

"Journal of a Voyage to Liverpool & Notes of a Journe y
Through Great Britain in 1841" ms . & ts . by R.W. Berg 184 1

9/8 "History of the Commencement of the Makah Indian Agenc y
At Neah Bay" 188 1

9/9 Trepang Fisheries n.d .
9/10 "The Haidah Indians of Queen Charlotte Islands, B.C . "

9/11

"Tattoo Marks of the Haidah Indians of Queen Charlotte
Islands, B .C. "

Index to Haidah Indian Memoirs
n.d .
n.d .

9/12 "Reminicence of a Pipe" n.d .

10/1

Misc . Fragments

REPORTS
The Eulachon or Candle Fish

n.d .

n.d .

10/2
FINANCIAL RECORDS

Swan's collections for 1876 World's Fair 1875-76
10/3 Expenses of Propagation of Food Fishes 1882
10/4 Rent Book (#42) 1884
10/5 Misc . Accounts, Including : U .S. Fish Commission, U .S. Nationa l

Museum, & New Orleans Centennial Exposition 1869-87

Misc . Oversize LAND CERTIFICATES OVERSIZED 1868, 1870
Box #7

NEWPAPERS
10/6 California Courier (Photostats) 1850

11/1 SKETCH AND NOTEBOOK 1882-83
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Ace . #1703- 1
Page 4

Dates

Subgroup

HAWAII . CONSUL PORT TOWNSEND, WA

11/2 Business Record 1884-89

11/3 Cash Book

Subgroup

1884-87

HAWAII. CONSUL. PORT TOWNSEND, WA (continued)

11/4 List of Hawaiian Books or Pamphlets formerly of th e
James G. Swan Estate

SEAVEY, JAMES

Incoming Letters re : Swan Estate

n.d .

11/5 Swan, Charles F . 1900
11/6 Swan, Charles H . 1900-03, 1909
11/7 Swan, Ellen, M. 1900, 1902-03

11/8 Outgoing Letters re : Swan Estate 1901-02, 1909, n.d .


