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ADVANCE REPORT ON TEE FUR FARMS OF CANADA, 1937 

The number of fur farms reported f o r the whole of Canada in 1937 was 9 . 1 7 9 . a n 

increase over the preceding year of 1 ,037- Following are the numbers of the various 
kinds of fur farms included in the t o t a l for 1937: fox farms, 7 ,602 ; mink, 1 ,425 ; raccoon, 
83", nruskrat, 25; f i t c h , 19; beaver, 11; marten, 5'. n u t r i a , 4 ; f i s h e r , 3; and badger, 2 
farms. A l l farms which r a i s e foxes are c l a s s i f i e d as fox farms, but in the miscellaneous 
group, the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n i s made according to the kind for which the la rges t number i s 
recorded. For example, a farm with 10 marten and 4 f i s h e r would be c l a s s i f i e d as a marten 
farm, but i f the numbers were reversed, the farm would be counted with the f i s h e r farms. 

The Dominion Bureau has an arrangement for co-operation with the provinces of 
Manitoba, Saskatchewan and B r i t i s h Columbia, whereby the returns are c o l l e c t e d by the 
provinc ia l game departments and then forwarded to the Dominion Bureau for compilation. 
This arrangement avoids the necess i ty for duplicate inquir ies to fur farmers. For the 
other provinces, excepting Prince Edward Is land and New Brunswick, the game departments 
furnish annual l i s t s of l i censed fur farmers, and these l i s t s are used in the c o l l e c t i o n 
of returns by the Bureau. For Prince Edward Island the Bureau's l i s t of fur farms, 

^ ^ a I t hough inclusive of a l l the larger farms, i s probably incomplete with regard to pro-
^ ^ p e r t i e s where not more than one or two pa i rs of foxes are kept . For New Brunswick, 

where, as in Prince Edward Is land, l i c e n s e s are not required, the Bureau's l i s t i s 
be l ieved to be nearly complete* 

The amount rea l ized from the sale of l i v e fur-bear ing animals in 1937 W £ s 
$1 ,030 ,888, and from the sale of p e l t s , $5 ,779 ,498 , t o t a l revenue f o r the industry of 
$ 6 , 8 1 0 , 3 8 6 , compared with $ t , 5 3 9 . 2 1 0 in the preceding year . More animals and p e l t s were 
sold in 1937 than in 1936, but average pr i ces were lower. 

The number of fur bearing animals on the farms a t the end of the year 1937 was 
241 ,359 , of which the s i l v e r fox population accounts for 153,822, or 64 per cent of the 
t o t a l , and the number of minks for 71 .410 , or 30 per cent . The c h i n c h i l l a , a na.tive of 
the Andes in South America, i s recorded in the Canadian fur farming industry f o r the 
f i r s t time. 

The following tab les summarize the principa.1 s t a t i s t i c s of the industry f o r 
the years 1936 and 1937- The f i n a l report , to be issued a t a l a t e r date, w i l l contain 
s t a t i s t i c s in greater d e t a i l and by county and d i s t r i c t d iv is ions , (a) 

^ 1. Number of Fur Farms, by Provinces , 1936 and 1937« 

1 9 3 6 1 9 3 7 
M i s c e l l a -

. Total 
M i s c e l l a - : 

Province Fox 5 neous . Total Fox : neous : Total 
Farms « Fur . Fur Fa.rms : Fur : Fur 

: Farms . Farms Farms : Farms 

No. No. No. No. No. No. 
Pr ince Edward Island . . . r 729 1 730 1 ,215 1 1,216 

75 953 868 134 1 ,002 
. . 1 ,015 13 1 ,028 999 13 1,012 

151 2 ,570 2 ,390 151 2 ,541 
295 1 ,170 867 4 l l 1 ,278 
203 512 351 301 662 

62 349 365 126 491 
128 514 391 196 587 

B r i t i s h Columbia 155 304 142 238 380 
5 2 7 4 6 10 

TOTAL . . 7,057 1,085 8 ,142 7 ,602 1,577 9 ,179 

(a) Report on the Fur Farms of Canada, 1937- P r i c e 25 cents . 
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2 . Value of Property , 1936 and 1937 -

1 9 3 6 
• 

1 9 3 7 

Province 
Value of :Value of : T o t a l :Value of : Value of Tota l 

Province land and : f u r - : Value : l and and : f u r - Value 
b u i l d - :bear ing : of : b u i l d - : bear ing of 
ings :animals :property : dings : animals property 

$ $ $ $ $ $ 
P r i n c e Edward I s land 8 7 6 M 6 1 ,088 ,647 1 , 9 6 5 , 0 9 3 878 ,934 945 ,542 1 ,824 ,476 
Nova S c o t i a 337 ,^22 608,202 945 ,624 319 ,305 510 ,769 830 ,074 
New Brunswick 531,955 908,215 1 , 4 4 0 , 1 7 0 521,933 734 ,002 1 , 2 5 5 , 9 8 5 

1 , 2 2 6 , 6 5 7 1 , 9 1 0 , 8 1 1 3 , 1 3 7 , 4 6 8 1 , 3 4 8 , 6 5 5 1 , 7 9 7 , 8 0 6 3 , 1 4 6 , 4 6 1 
1 , 4 0 1 , 6 7 5 2 , 0 4 4 , 5 0 0 3 , 4 4 6 , 1 7 5 1 , 4 4 5 , 6 5 4 2 , 0 8 5 , 8 7 5 3 , 5 3 1 , 5 2 9 

797 ,602 1 , 1 0 9 , 2 9 9 1 , 9 0 6 , 9 0 1 1 , 0 2 9 , 2 8 0 1 , 3 1 1 , 4 2 7 2 , 3 4 0 , 7 0 7 
567 ,550 629 ,432 1 , 1 9 6 , 9 8 2 678 ,014 6 8 9 , 7 7 0 1 , 3 6 7 , 7 8 4 
972 ,632 1 , 1 6 4 , 7 1 4 2 , 1 3 7 , 3 4 6 1 , 0 4 7 , 4 0 8 1 , 1 8 6 , 4 5 0 2 , 2 3 3 , 8 5 8 

B r i t i s h Columbia . . . 367 ,747 362 ,635 730 ,382 400 ,788 402 ,646 803 ,434 
17 ,350 11 ,825 29 ,175 17 ,150 12 ,144 2 9 , 2 9 4 

TOTAL 7 , 0 9 4 , 5 0 6 9 , 8 3 7 , 7 6 o 1 6 , 9 3 5 . 3 1 6 7 , 6 8 7 , 1 7 1 9 , 6 7 6 , 4 3 1 1 7 , 3 6 3 , 6 0 2 

3 . Number of Fur-bear ing Animals Born on Fur Farms, 1936 and 1937- (a) 

A Kind 1936 : 1937 : Kind 1936 : 1937 

No. No. No. No. 
238,936 F i t c h 2 ,117 1,617 

3 , 0 8 5 Karakul sheep . . 89 99 
1 ,293 55 
l , l 4 o 132 

106 ,999 650 
2 7 

35 Weasel 20 -

F i s h e r 25 25 
TOTAL . . . . 296 ,480 354 ,075 

( a ) Exc lus ive of muskrat and "beaver. 

4 . Number and Value of Fur-bear ing Animals Sold from Fur Farms, 1936 and 1937• 

1 9 3 6 1 9 3 7 
Kind 

• Number : Value Number Value 

$ $ 
9 ,976 542,888 9 , 6 7 0 517 ,782 

3 , 3 2 1 121 3 ,437 
1 ,293 131 1 , 4 4 9 
1 , 1 1 0 47 2 , 1 4 5 

White fox 25 - -

Mink 272 ,560 14,813 497 ,965 

_ 8 92 
45 5 , 9 3 0 14 2 , 1 0 0 

F i t c h 1 , 1 6 0 172 590 
- 1 75 
292 30 2 ,337 
446 34 222 

Nutria 38 880 90 2 , 2 0 0 
867 71 494 

TOTAL 830 ,772 25 ,202 1 , 0 3 0 , 8 8 8 
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5. dumber and Value of P e l t s Sold from Fur Farms, 1936 and 1937 

Kind 1 9 3 6 ; 1 9 3 7 
Number • Value : Number : Value 

$ $ 
S i l v e r fox 1 6 2 , 9 9 9 H , 9 5 0 , 2 9 0 1 9 6 , H 3 6 5 , 0 1 9 , H 2 7 

6 5 , 1 2 2 2 , 1 3 3 H g , 8 9 9 
Red fox . . . o . . . . 1 2 , 7 3 H 1 , 2 2 2 2 , 3 8 2 

1 1 , 0 7 1 60S 1 0 , 5 8 6 
White fox . . . . . . . . . . . . . e o o ^ 30 _ _ 
Mink 6 5 2 , 9 H 0 5 H , 8 1 9 6 8 1 , 4 7 5 

l o g 5 7 5 
25 2Hg 1 0 H 1 , 3 5 2 

1 , 1 8 7 1 2 6 7 5 2 
33 1 , 5 1 2 9 2H5 

F i t c h 1 , 7 3 s 865 1 , 4 7 0 
Karakul sheep „ . . 1 1 6 53s 22 HH2-
^ . Q - X * "tj 6 1 1 . o « o » o o o H i 830 22 392 
Muskrat H , g g 6 6 . U 3 S 2 , 9 8 5 3 , 7 3 9 

3 _ — 

687 3 , 5 1 9 HH3 2 , 1 7 5 
Skunk - 1 1 1 5 
Weasel 20 -

1 5 

| TOTAL . . . . . . . 2 1 5 , 9 5 0 5 , 7 0 8 , H 3 S 2 5 9 , 2 7 0 5 , 7 7 9 , H 9 2 

6 . Number and Value of Fur-bearing Animals on Fur Farms, December 3 1 , 1936 and 1 9 3 7 . 

1 9 3 6 : 1 9 3 7 
Kind ! 

9 3 7 

iJumber : Value : Number : Value 

$ $ 
8 , 3 H 5 , 5 5 2 1 5 3 , 2 2 2 7 , H 7 H , 7 H l 

Cross fox 6 i , 7 8 H 1 , 3 8 8 H 6 , 9 3 7 
Red fox 1 3 , 5 6 7 1 , 1 1 9 1 3 , 0 1 8 
Blue fox 2 1 , 0 H 3 7 2 3 3 2 , S S H 
White fox 0 0 c • H1 1 2 0 1 Ho-
Mink 1 , 3 1 H , 1 3 3 7 1 . U 1 0 2 , 0 3 5 , 3 0 7 

8 1 0 20 525 
2 3 . H 2 8 7 2 7 1 9 , 3 3 0 

- 2 3 , 3 0 0 
280 H7 550 

1 3 , 8 8 5 1 2 0 1 2 , 7 9 0 
F i t c h 3 . H 7 2 5 7 5 1 , 9 5 3 

560 ISO 3 , 3 3 0 
7 , 2 2 5 136 8 , 1 7 5 

2 3 . 1 9 H 1 0 , 0 0 3 1 2 , 3 3 5 
1 , 3 2 0 1 5 2 H , 2 6 5 

Raccoon 7 , 8 8 9 265 6 , 9 3 2 
Skunk 1 0 6 1 0 
Weasel 8 3 9 

TOTAL 9 , 8 3 2 , 2 8 0 2 1 + 1 , 3 5 9 9 , 6 7 6 , 1 + 3 1 

(a ) Based on est imates supplied by the operators of the farms. 


