
C ler ica l wor ker s at U.B.C. 
are disc overing a new strength 
and so lida ri ty, as t he result s of 
the ir st ri ke re fere nd um vot e, 
counted las t week, show . 
Eigh ty-f ive percent voted in 
fa vo ur of strik e act ion if t he 
univ ersit y does n 't com e up 
w ith a new offer soon. ,A,nd 
they 've d iscove red that the y 
can 't reiy o n the he lp o f th e 
N. D.P. g·ove rn ment to get a 
be tt er w ag e settl ement. Th is 
marks a new phase in t he ir 
fight to wi n a f irst cont ract . 

Ne go ti ations are set to 
resu me this w ee k an d the 
Asso ciation o f Un iver sity and 
Cl er ical Empl oyee s, Loc al~ 1 , 
whic h · rep resent s the 1,200 
U. B. C. wo rke rs , hopes t he 
stro ng stri ke vo te w il! resu lt in 
a ne w off er fro rn the unive rs ity . 
" The vote is an in dica t ion o f 
our determ inat ion to achieve 
o ur d em and s, a nd o u r 
willingne s s to st r i ke if 

· necessary ," A U. C. E. stated . 
Tr:e major issue is mone y. 

A.U.C.E . 's or ig inal demand for 
a $ 250 incr eas e across -the -
board is based on the pri nc ip le 
th at any w a ge set t leme nt 
sho ui d begin to cl o se the g ap 
between mai e and fe ma le, bet -

. ween tec hr.ica: a:1d cle r ical 
vvor kers . Som e c !eri c a I 
wo rker s ma ke as little as $4 03 
per month , w hi le technic a l ern-
-.i ,..,vaes w i t h no sp e cial 
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teres ts in a broader way . 
On Jul y 29, 1974 , t he Con-

t ra c t Co mmiitee met w ith 
Eil ee n Da il ly , M in ist e r of 
Educa t ion and Ja mes Ma tki n, 
Deput y M in iste r o f Lab ou r in 
Vic toria. They discov e red that, 
rega rd less of w hat Premi er 
8.arr ett , goe s a ro und announ: 
c ing on ta lk shows . his gover -
nmen t is not pui ti ng its mon ey 
wh ere it's mou th is. 

Eilee n Da il ly state d he r 
pos itio n firmly. Th e matte r is 
to ta ll y out o f · her hand s. The 
un iversitie s are autonomou s, 
and she vvi l i not enter into the 
neg ot iat ions. 

This must be the " rea l wo rl d 
of toughn ess" wh ere you mu st 
" ju stify and f igh t " for wha t you 
want th at Premier Barrett wa s 
refer ing to . Or pe rhap s a more 
accurat e int erpretati on is tha t 
g iven by Ja mes Matki n, the 
Dep uty M ini ste r o f Labo ur. 
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Commenting o n the obviou s 
d iscr iminat ion ag a ins t women 
in th e pre sen t wa ge sca les. he 
said , " If w e were· go ing to 
era dicate S<?X disc rimi na tion , 
we ' d hav e to restru c tu re 
socie ty." 

AUCE tarws strike vote at USC 

!' n su ~gest ing the re's a real 
worid of toughness out 'he re 
fo r othe r peopl e, and wh y 
shou!dn ' it be that wa y for 
un ivers ities ? T 1ey should be 
in a posnio to just\ y and 
f igh' kH' what they went. " 

At th e ti me Sar rett sa id this , 
A.U .C:E. was st i !I awa it ing a 
decis ion fro m the L. R. B. on 
thei r cert if icat ion c:pp lica t ion -

' :, ;:,rev io us!y . 
'o rk ing 

that U. B. C. staff were try ing to 
or ga ni ze - an cJ the board set 
up by h is go vern men t w as thei r 
main o bstac le af tha t t ime. 
tVebs er: "f f they neg otiate a 
sa lary i ncr ea se t his yea r 

. are yo u prepared to 
meet the cost in ope rating 
gr ants to the uni versities , of a 
salary incr ease tha t's been 
nego tiated ?" 
Ba rett : "The t.rni~er ·it:es will 
h3ve to coma tiacl< to us and 

• 1lia H,eir cos ts are 

pho to ro-j 5-r, Jkta::;ke:1zie 

, we will meet the cost s 
of new pro gra ms. And if 
they' re face d with new costs 
because of negotiations , yes, 
we w ill meet those as we!!." 

W hen the univ er s ity ad -
ministration told A. U.C.E. to 
go to th e government for mor~ 
mo ne y , they we re hope ful 
so me p ro gr ess w o uld be 
made, since Barr ett ha d stated 
s~c h openn ess and conc ern 
fo r work ing peop:e, and the . 
uni ver s it y serving therr in-: 

It is beco ming ap pa rent to 
the A. U. C. E. members th at in 
" the rea l world o f toughn ess··, 
the str en gth of t hei r ow n 
or ganizational unit y and the 
su ppor t o f -oth e r w o me n 
worker s is what w ill win their 
ba tt les. 
* Se e the ' '? 1esi d e n t 's 
Reo o rt on the Status d 
wo ·. en at Ll.8 .C ., pubfo;hed ir! 
1973 . ·------ - ------"""!"'--~ 

Of the cas t of ch aracte rs, the Univer 9ity ad mini st rat ion presen-
ted th e ir oos it ion fir st, saying they vlere not op po sinq any. ao - · . . -


